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From the Editor

Summer  has been the time for rest
and change of scenery. Not only the
roads but now we hear that the air

traffic is being congested as thousands
fly off to sunny places. Myself, I decided
to take a short trip to our house in
Verona and then on to two other chosen
destinations – Castel D’Azzano and
Limone. I thought it was time to catch
up on meeting once again some old
friends from student days. Firstly, at
Verona I met a few of my former col-
leagues and even managed not to
recognise one with the ‘passing of time’.
And then on to Castel D’Azzano and a
visit to Fr John Troy who was our com-
panion here in the London Province for
many years. He, together with other
Comboni Missionaries is convalescing in
our Rest home just outside Verona. He
was cheerful and along with his col-
leagues retired now from their heroic
labours in faraway places ask for our
prayers and support. On to Limone,
birthplace of St Daniel Comboni, to see
an elderly Italian Brother, a good friend
of Fr Clark and myself, who too laboured
for many years in Brazil. Bearded and
swarthy, Antonio still breathes a serenity
and cheerfulness that infects all around
him. Coupled with the spectacular sun-
shine and scenery it was a truly
memorable visit conjuring up so many
good memories.
We’re back again to our daily tasks and

community life, mission appeals, office
work, a bit of gardening, occasional
cooking and of course supporting our
beloved football team and their good
fortunes whilst not forgetting special
time for prayer, celebration of the Eu-
charists and study.
Looking back to my visit to Castel

D’Azzano I felt a tinge of sadness for the
many priests and brothers. It seemed
that they were very much on their own

but the caring staff and friends and rel-
atives are constantly in touch bringing
warmth to their home and the atmos-
phere of prayer and faith permeates the
corridors.  
We observe too that religion itself is

very much on the margin of society un-
less a scandal arises and it becomes a
sensationalist news scoop! But then the
Gospel message is really putting oneself
on the margins when we embrace
peace, justice and all the life-giving
teachings of Jesus Christ. Can we
choose between God and mammon?
Can we not be proud of our marginal-
ity? Invite others to
join in this great enter-
prise? Of course, we
can and many do. It is
bringing together
people ‘united, in
heart and soul where
no one claimed pri-
vate ownership of
any possession, as
everything they
owned was held in
common’ (Acts 4.
32).   
Enjoy our Autumn

edition of Comboni
Mission!

By Fr John Downey
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Rome (Agenzia Fides) - Daniel Com-
boni (1831-1881) founded the
Institute for the Missions of Nigrizia in
1867, which then became “Comboni
Missionaries of the Heart of Jesus”.
After a first unforgettable missionary
experience in Africa, which led him to
develop, in 1864, his famous “Plan for
the Regeneration of Africa”, he
planned a missionary project in the
motto “Save Africa with Africa”. 
The celebrations for the 150th an-

niversary of the Institute, which was
founded on 1 June 1867, will cover the
entire year of 2017. The celebrations

Two Comboni Missionary Sisters died
in a car accident in Brazil, 24 June. The
accident took place in Santo Antônio
do Matupi, in the Brazilian Amazon
state, at around 9.00 am, when the two
missionaries were on their way back
from pastoral activities. It looks like
the two sisters lost control of the
MMC/L200 Triton Savana pick-up they
were in. The vehicle overturned as
they moved along an all-weather-dirty
road. The two religious were found
dead at the site, some 56km away from
Humaitá. The two occupants of the ve-
hicles were Sr. Luisa Manuel
(Mozambique, 47 years old) and Sr.
Giusy (Giuseppina Lupo, Italy, 37 years
old). The two were taken to the cathe-
dral of Humaitá for prayers.

began with a letter from the General
Council, while the main event was a
Symposium on the mission held from
May 25 to June 2, addressed to the
whole Comboni family spread
throughout the world, and a closing
celebration in Rome. The districts in
which the Comboni Family is present
will programme further celebrations
and events throughout the year. The
Comboni missionaries, religious insti-
tution exclusively dedicated to the
mission ad gentes, are now about
1,700 in 300 communities in thirty
countries on four continents.

EUROPE/ITALY

FATAL CAR ACCIDENT IN BRAZIL

Comboni Missionaries: 2017 dedicated to the 
150th anniversary of the foundation
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Getting to know the
Comboni Missionaries
We welcome Fr Melaku Tafesse Amente who featured in our magazine when
he arrived here in Leeds on 9 October 2012. He has since been engaged in
youth ministry and mission appeal work. We congratulate Fr Melaku on his

25 years of priesthood and wish him many more!
In this feature, we are invited to get to know another Comboni Missionary!

‘Today I feel humbled in front
of God and in front of you,
as I offer a Thanksgiving Eu-

charistic Celebration for the 25th
Anniversary of my Priestly Ordination.
I pause to examine my conscience
and recognize that I am not worthy to
celebrate such a great Divine Mystery
of Christ’s Priesthood even though, I
certainly, admit that Christ himself
called me to share with His Priestly
Ministry.  Indeed today, I wish to ex-
tend my gratitude to God for His
protection and guidance throughout

these twenty-five years.  On the 3rd
May 1992, I was ordained to the
priesthood of Jesus Christ. It was on
the feast day of the two great Apos-
tles, St. Philip and St. James.  Over
these twenty-five years, I have so
many happy memories as a Comboni
Missionary priest that I am strongly
convinced that St. Philip and James
paid the price of their lives to pro-
claim the Good News of Christ to the
others. Likewise, my founder, St.
Daniel Comboni, sacrificed himself
for the many unfortunate sons and
daughters of God.  I admired many
Comboni Missionaries who left be-
hind the living Gospel among the
people.  I am so proud to be a Com-

boni missionary priest.
When I look back at my childhood,

I often remember my grandfather for
two unforgettable things in my life.
First, he was the one who named me
Melaku because only a week after I
was born, my mum used to leave me
on the floor covered with a pile of
clothes - she used to work in the fields
farming.  When she came back, she
would find me in the same position
as she had left me.  Observing this my
grandfather said: “This boy is an
angel” in our language “Melaku”.
The second thing is that my grand-

father had a staunch faith: every
evening we used to gather together at
his house about twenty of us for the

By Fr John Downey

Fr Melaku with concelebrants after mass        

The last Supper

Reflections taken from Fr Melaku’s Silver Jubilee Celebration
Homily at Leeds Trinity University, May 6th, 2017
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Rosary and litany.  It was compulsory
to go to Mass every Sunday walking
on foot for two and a half hours one
way.  This is the faith, which was
growing in my life even though I did
not realize how much God had been
working through this simple prayer.  I
am sincerely in debt to him. Then my
father continued in his father’s foot-
step praying the Rosary, going to
church.
I had the privilege of serving in the

Catholic Cathedral Church of Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia for ten years as an
altar boy.  I began at the age of nine.
This Church has three gigantic bells:
the middle one is for ringing the An-
gelus and for other occasions.  I used
to ring the bell of the Church twice a
day - at midday, then in the evening at
7:00p.m. for the Angelus. Since we
took turns in ringing, I used to vol-
unteer to ring specially at 7:00p.m.
After ringing the bell, I used to check
each area inside the Church one by
one and then lock all the doors of the
Church.  After switching off all the
light of the Church, I used to stand in
front of the altar in prayer, imploring
God’s generosity in prayers, “Lord
grant me only one day, I may offer you
a Thanksgiving Sacrifice of Mass in
this Church on this altar”.  After some
years, I took courage to go on the
altar and started to serve mass.  I
knew most of the parts of the mass by
heart. One day a terrible thing hap-
pened:  I had in mind to serve mass
after ringing the bell for evening An-
gelus prayer.  Unluckily I did not have
a watch then.  I looked at the big wall
clock and I went straight to ring the
bell.  After I had rung it, as I was com-

ing to the altar, the parish priest was
waiting for me with a furious face. He
asked me what time I thought it was.
It was actually only a quarter to 7:00.
p.m.  Then he took me out of the
Church and knocked me on my head
strongly five times – With his fist.
However, I went back to the Church
and continued to serve mass on the
altar. 
The actual dream to be a priest

came through my uncle who was a
diocesan priest in the Archdiocese of
Addis Ababa Ethiopia. His name was
Abba (Fr). Gebre Mariam Amente; he
was exemplary in his loyalty and obe-
dience to the hierarchy and had an
extra-ordinary pastoral zeal to serve
the people of God. In my opinion, of
all the priests I have met, he was the
paragon, the ideal of priesthood.   He
never wavered from his priestly life.
He was a man of God, always consis-
tent in his prayer life. He was full of
passion for the pastoral work. I re-
member that on Sundays after a mass

three hours long, he used to take part
in meeting various parish groups.
Then in the afternoon, he would go
to a prison to visit prisoners.  He then
continued by going to different hos-
pitals to visit the sick taking them the
sacrament of the sick. He would come
back to the parish house after 8:30
p.m. tired but nourished by the spirit. 
I joined the Comboni Institute and

I had excellent formators who sup-
ported me to grow spiritually and
humanly. I had a chance to mix with
other novices from different parts of
African countries. During my scholas-
ticate, I studied theology with
Europeans, Central Americans and
my fellow Africans. This experience
taught me to see the active presence
of God’s love in humanity.
In this Thanksgiving Mass, I re-

member the living and deceased
supporters who made me successful
in my missionary work over the last
25 years in the various countries and
responsibilities in which I served.
I am grateful to my parents, broth-

ers, sisters and all family members,
particularly my Comboni family start-
ing from General administration, LP,
and my home province Ethiopia 
Allow me to express my gratitude to

all of you, who have come from Lon-
don, Manchester, Leeds and other
parts of the UK. May Our Lady the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
intercede for us in our endeavours.  
I conclude with the words of St.

Mother Theresa: “priest of God, cele-
brate this mass as if it were your first
mass, your last mass and your only
mass”. 

God Bless You! 

Children taking part in a celebratory Mass in Eritrea

Fr Melaku with fellow concelebrants after Mass
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The great intuition of St Daniel
Comboni for the regeneration
of Africa is summed up in his

motto:
“To save Africa with Africa” mani-

fested his deep faith in the African
people and in the possibility for
development of the resources of
that land.
The African personalities narrated

in this list reveal that this dream
which once seemed impossible is
now being acted out. The journey is
still arduous, the task incomplete,
but these men and women offer us
not only a great hope but also a
challenge to recognise the value
and dignity of the African people.

“Would the conquest of the
tribes of unhappy Africa not
be better effected by siting
our centre of operation in a
place where Africans can
live without changing and
Europeans can live without
succumbing? Could we not
further the conversion of
Africa through Africa?”

(from the Plan of Comboni 1871)

Nelson Mandela 
(1918-2013)
Born 1918 in South Africa. During
his years of study in Law he joined
the movement in opposition to the

regime which was denying rights to
the majority of the black popula-
tion. In 1942, he joined the African
National Congress in the struggle
against apartheid. In 1962, he was
arrested and condemned to life
imprisonment. He remained in
prison at Robben Island until 11th
February 1990. In 1993, he received
the Nobel Peace Prize together with
De Klerk who had been engaged in
his release. He was elected
President of South Africa (1994-
1999) making the delicate transition
from the old regime based on racial
segregation towards peaceful recon-
ciliation.

“We do not need to remember
our history only through the

horrors of the past: the one who
has courage is not afraid to

forgive when peace is his goal.”
“A courageous person is not the
one who does not experience
fear, but the one who has

overcome fear.”

Miriam Makeba 
(1932-2008)
Miriam, nicknamed ‘Mama Africa’
was born in a slum in
Johannesburg, in South Africa. At
twenty-one she recorded her first

A dream or a reality
in the making?

To save Africa with Africa
By Limone ministry team (translated by Fr John Downey mccj)

In the first of a three-part series focusing on those men and women
who helped to realise the plan of Comboni we look at four African

leaders, witnesses of truth and justice.

Nelson Mandela
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single and soon took part in a film
denouncing apartheid. In 1960, she
underwent exile but with her songs
played throughout the world she
continued to revindicate the rights
of her people. In 1990, she returned
home and helped Mandela, togeth-
er with so many others, in the
reconstruction of a free South
Africa. She died in Italy after a con-
cert in favour of immigrants and
against ‘Camorra’ (mafia). She is
considered one of the most famous
African singers of all time.

“I contemplate an ant and I
see myself: a native of South

Africa endowed with
strength greater than my
stature, then I will be able
to face up to racism which

crushes my spirit.”

Matthew Lukwiya 
(1957-2000)
He came from Kitgum, in North
Uganda. As a young doctor he knew
Doctor Corti, founder of St Mary
Hospital, Lacor, near Gulu, which at
that time was the best hospital in
the North of Uganda. He specialised
at Liverpool, England, in tropical
paediatrics and was the best on the
course. He renounced several offers
of work in Europe in order to serve
his own people in Uganda. In 1987,
he took over the direction of the
hospital of Lacor. When the epidem-

ic of Ebola exploded in the North of
Uganda, he organised the hospital
so well to cure the disease and so
managed to avoid the virus spread-
ing to the nearby city. During those
days, he had a premonition: “I am
ready for everything, but I will be
the last to die from Ebola.” And so,
it happened.

“Since the epidemic has
begun, I have been reflecting:
I have understood that to
become a doctor is a voca-
tion, a call from God, and
service in favour of life can-
not be separated from the
readiness to give one’s life.”

Fatima Ahmed Ibrahim
(1933 -   )
She came from a Sudanese family in
Khartoum, of a deep Muslim faith.
As a fourteen-year old she began an
intellectual group of women to
highlight the limitations imposed by
the British colonial power. At nine-
teen she founded a movement to
struggle for the political rights of
women, which after ten years
(1964) obtained the possibility for
women to vote and to be elected.
She herself became the first woman
in all of Africa and the Middle East
to be elected to Parliament, a post
which she occupied until 2011.
Married to a trade unionist, during
the dictatorship of Gaafar Nimeiry,
when he was killed and she impris-

oned. After years of arrests and
imprisonment she fled to London
(1991). In 1993, she was honoured
by the UN for her struggle in favour
of human rights. In 2005, she
returned to the Sudan.

“What has given me strength
has been the solidarity of my
people. We Muslims at the
end of each prayer ask for

the gift of peace.”

From a young age, with the help
of her father, she began to dedicate
herself to writing. At the age of four-
teen she entered a school of
teachers and at eighteen she began
her teaching career. She pioneered
a school for girls with the finest
intellectual capabilities. Through
her teaching she promoted the free-
dom and rights of women. Two
short stories that she wrote gained
for her international acclaim, so
much so that she is considered the
most important writer of Senegal.
Her writings are a clear criticism of
the tyranny of certain African tradi-
tions such as the imposition of the
husband on the wife and also
polygamy.

“Nostalgic songs are not
sufficient! We need to give to
the African woman the role

that she herself has
vindicated for herself,

fighting at the side of men in
the struggle for freedom.”Matthew Likwiya

Fatima Ahmed Ibrahim
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Sr. Pauline with Provincial cutting the cake

Above: Priests and Sisters
pose after Jubilee Mass 

Sr Pauline O’Neill,
Marist Sister, celebrates 

her Diamond Jubilee
On the 1st of June this year, The Comboni missionary community from Sunningdale
was present at the Marist Convent, Sunninghill to commemorate a festive Mass for the
60 years of Religious Life of Sr Pauline O’Neill. Marist Sisters, led by Sr Maz, Unit
Leader, were in attendance and spoke of Sr Pauline’s long, happy journey from her

time as a young fresh postulant. Many were the prayers and congratulations offered on
that day. Ad multos annos Sr Pauline!
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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let me bring love.

Where there is offense, let me bring pardon.

Where there is discord, let me bring union.

Where there is error, let me bring truth.

Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.

Where there is despair, let me bring hope.

Where there is darkness, let me bring your light.

Where there is sadness, let me bring joy.

O Master, let me not seek as much 

to be consoled as to console,

to be understood, as to understand,

to be loved, as to love,

for it is in giving that one receives,

it is in self-forgetting that one finds,

it is in pardoning that one is pardoned,

it is in dying that one is raised to eternal life.



The opening of the Comboni Centre
for Spirituality and Mission located
at 2 Chiswick Lane, London W4 2JF
gives us the opportunity to meet
many people from different parts of
the world and, by listening to their
experiences we can perceive the
needs and difficulties that arise in a
multi-cultural city like London.  
Thomas is a young Italian man

who recently arrived in London with
his family in search of work.  He
takes part in some activities in our
parish.  We talked to him about our
new initiative of monthly retreats for
young couples in the Comboni Cen-
tre, to offer them a sacred space of
silence and contemplation in order
to achieve a more balanced and in-
tegrated way of life.
Thomas responded with great en-

thusiasm to this idea.  He showed his
desire to have a space where he
could spend time alone in order to
break the frenetic rhythm typical of

this city.   
Like Thomas, there are many other

people who experience the pressure
of this type of life and we hope that
the Comboni Centre can provide the
opportunity for spiritual respite and
renewal.  
In his Apostolic Exhortation, The

Joy of the Gospel number 74, Pope
Francis says: “Cities create a sort of
permanent ambivalence because,
while they offer their residents
countless possibilities, they also
present many people with any num-
ber of obstacles to the full
development of their lives. This con-
trast causes painful suffering. What
is called for is an evangelization ca-
pable of shedding light on these new
ways of relating to God, to others
and to the world around us, and in-
spiring essential values. It must
reach the places where new narra-
tives and paradigms are being
formed, bringing the word of Jesus

to the inmost soul of our cities.”
The Comboni Missionary Sisters,

whose mission articulates in the spir-
ituality of encounter and   embraces
all types of people and situations,
both in the most isolated villages in
Africa or elsewhere as well as in a
large city like London.  
We are not indifferent to the haz-

ards that city life brings. Therefore,
in the Comboni Centre we offer op-
portunities for the holistic
transformation of people in the com-
munity.   

• Evening prayer once a week to
unwind from work and deepen
one’s faith.  

• Day retreats for groups from
parishes and from schools on re-
quest.

• A sacred space to the laity
searching ways on how to put
faith into action through the for-
mation of Cenacles of Missionary
Prayer Groups.

• Young Adults (20s and 30s) who
seek to experience prayer that
leads them into a personal jour-
ney of faith enriched by group
sharing. 

• Individual day retreats with spir-
itual assistance for Young People
and Laity and a sacred space for
meditation/quiet time.

• Spiritual accompaniment on
one-to-one sessions.

•We welcome small groups (15
persons) of catechists, young
people from Secondary School
and University.  

Please help us to help others with
your prayer and donations.

Contact: Sr Natalia or Sr Graça, 
Comboni Missionary Sisters 
Email: Combonicentre16@gmail.com 
or call us: 020 8994 1220

Shedding light on the city

“Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened.
I will give you rest” (Mt. 11,28) 

Draw us to you, Lord!

10 Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

By: Sr Natalia Gomes , Comboni Missionary

The Comboni Centre Chapel
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Archbishop Tartaglia, Bishop Toal with concelebrating priests

The piper welcomes everyone to celebrate.

1st.  June this year, 3500 Comboni
Missionaries servicing in 44 different
countries across the continents of
the Americas, Africa, Asia and Europe
are celebrating 150 years of their
foundation.  On 24th June, twelve
noon, over 180 people came to-
gether in St. Joaquim’s, Carmyle, to
joyfully celebrate one and a half cen-
turies of grace, service and gratitude
in true Scottish fashion. 
The Archbishop of Glasgow, Most

Reverend Philip Tartaglia, presided
together with his brother Bishop,
Joseph Toal, Bishop of Motherwell,
at the concelebrated Mass of Evan-
gelization of the Peoples along with
other priests. In his sermon the
Archbishop spoke very affectionately
and with sharp appreciation of the
Comboni Family. His childhood and
youth witnessed very positive expe-
riences of a saintly Verona Father
called Father Bresciani. He comple-
mented the outstanding work of

evangelization and human develop-
ment done by the Comboni
missionaries throughout the world.
He finally urged us all to pray for vo-
cations to the priesthood, religious
and missionary life.
At the end of the Mass the Com-

boni Sister Anne-Marie Quigg, native
of Ardrossan and the Diocese of Gal-
loway, expressed a threefold THANK
YOU to God, to St. Daniel Comboni
and to the local Churches in the
Glasgow and Motherwell Archdio-
cese and Diocese.  From the roots
and fruits of the seeds which St.
Daniel Comboni planted sprang
Scottish Comboni Missionary men
and women who left Scotland to
preach the Good News and to serve
in Uganda, Sudan, Eritrea, South
Africa, Brazil, Mexico, Egypt, Jordan
and the United Arab Emirates. She
challenged us all by asking the ques-
tion that disturbs: how can we live
the dream of Comboni today (whose

famous belief was “Save Africa with
Africa “), right here in Scotland, right
now saving Scotland with Scotland,
Glasgow with Glasgow?
Father Martin Devenish, Provincial

Superior of the London Province of
the Comboni Missionaries, sent a
message expressing gratitude to God
for the past and hope for the future
thanking God particularly for the
Comboni Missionaries hailing from
Scotland, both past and present,
who devoted their lives to serving
the Church in Africa, Latin America
and Asia. He thanked the hierarchy
and faithful who have supported our
communities in Scotland over the
last fifty years or so in Dumfries in
the 1960’s, in Ardrossan in Ayrshire
in the 1970’s and 1980’s, in Bail-
lieston, Glasgow, in the 1980’s and
1990’s, and now in Carmyle, Glas-
gow, from the mid-1990’s until
today.

Celebrating 150 years of our
life as Comboni Missionaries
Open day for Friends and
Benefactors in Glasgow
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Once again this year, World
Mission Day gathers us
around the person of Jesus,

“the very first and greatest evange-
lizer” (PAUL VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi,
7), who continually sends us forth to
proclaim the Gospel of the love of
God the Father in the power of the
Holy Spirit. This Day invites us to re-
flect anew on the mission at the heart
of the Christian faith.  The Church is
missionary by nature; otherwise, she
would no longer be the Church of
Christ, but one group among many
others that soon end up serving their
purpose and passing away.  So it is
important to ask ourselves certain
questions about our Christian iden-
tity and our responsibility as

of the Gospel. The Gospel is Good
News filled with contagious joy, for it
contains and offers new life: the life
of the Risen Christ who, by bestow-
ing his life-giving Spirit, becomes for
us the Way, the Truth and the Life (cf.
Jn 14:6). He is the Way who invites us
to follow him with confidence and
courage. In following Jesus as our
Way, we experience Truth and re-
ceive his Life, which is fullness of
communion with God the Father in
the power of the Holy Spirit. That life
sets us free from every kind of self-
ishness, and is a source of creativity
in love.
God the Father desires this exis-

tential transformation of his sons and
daughters, a transformation that
finds expression in worship in spirit
and truth (cf. Jn 4:23-24), through a
life guided by the Holy Spirit in imi-
tation of Jesus the Son to the glory of
God the Father. “The glory of God is
the living man” (Irenaeus, Adversus
Haereses IV, 20, 7). The preaching of
the Gospel thus becomes a vital and
effective word that accomplishes
what it proclaims (cf. Is 55:10-11):
Jesus Christ, who constantly takes
flesh in every human situation (cf. Jn
1:14).

Mission and the 
kairos of Christ
The Church’s mission, then, is not to

believers in a world marked by con-
fusion, disappointment and
frustration, and torn by numerous
fratricidal wars that unjustly target
the innocent.  What is the basis of
our mission?  What is the heart of our
mission?  What are the essential ap-
proaches we need to take in carrying
out our mission?

Mission and the
transformative power of the
Gospel of Christ, the Way,
the Truth and the Life
The Church’s mission, directed to all
men and women of good will, is
based on the transformative power

Pope Francis’ Message
for World Mission Day,

October 22, 2017
At the end of the Holy Mass of the Solemnity of Pentecost, celebrated in St. Peter's Square on
Sunday, June 4, the Holy Father Francis introduced the recitation of the Marian prayer of

Regina Coeli with these words:

“Published today, on the feast of Pentecost, is my Message for the next World Missionary Day, which
is held every year in the month of October. The theme is: ‘The Mission at the Heart of the Christian
Faith’. May the Holy Spirit sustain the mission of the Church in the whole world, and give strength

to all men and women missionaries of the Gospel. May the Spirit give peace to the whole world, heal
the wounds of war and terrorism”
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spread a religious ideology, much
less to propose a lofty ethical teach-
ing. Many movements throughout
the world inspire high ideals or ways
to live a meaningful life. Through the
mission of the Church, Jesus Christ
himself continues to evangelize and
act; her mission thus makes present
in history the kairos,(the favourable
time of salvation). Through the
proclamation of the Gospel, the risen
Jesus becomes our contemporary, so
that those who welcome him with
faith and love can experience the
transforming power of his Spirit,
who makes humanity and creation
fruitful, even as the rain does with
the earth. “His resurrection is not an
event of the past; it contains a vital
power which has permeated this
world. Where all seems to be dead,
signs of the resurrection suddenly
spring up. It is an irresistible force”
(Evangelii Gaudium, 276).
Let us never forget that “being

Christian is not the result of an ethi-
cal choice or a lofty idea, but the
encounter with an event, a Person,
which gives life a new horizon and a
decisive direction” (Benedict XVI,
Deus Caritas Est, 1). The Gospel is a
Person who continually offers him-
self and constantly invites those who
receive him with humble and reli-
gious faith to share his life by an
effective participation in the paschal
mystery of his death and resurrec-
tion. Through Baptism, the Gospel
becomes a source of new life, freed
of the dominion of sin, enlightened

continue to testify to the transforma-
tive power of the Gospel. I think of
the gesture of the Dinka student
who, at the cost of his own life, pro-
tected a student from the enemy
Nuer tribe who was about to be
killed. I think of that Eucharistic cel-
ebration in Kitgum, in northern
Uganda, where, after brutal mas-
sacres by a rebel group, a missionary
made the people repeat the words of
Jesus on the cross: “My God, My
God, why have you abandoned me?”
as an expression of the desperate cry
of the brothers and sisters of the cru-
cified Lord. For the people, that
celebration was an immense source
of consolation and courage. We can
think too of countless testimonies to
how the Gospel helps to overcome
narrowness, conflict, racism, tribal-
ism, and to promote everywhere,
and among all, reconciliation, frater-
nity, and sharing.

Mission inspires a
spirituality of constant
exodus, pilgrimage, 
and exile
The Church’s mission is enlivened by
a spirituality of constant exodus. We
are challenged “to go forth from our
own comfort zone in order to reach
all the peripheries in need of the
light of the Gospel” (Evangelii
Gaudium, 20). The Church’s mission
impels us to undertake a constant

and transformed by the Holy Spirit.
Through Confirmation, it becomes a
fortifying anointing that, through the
same Spirit, points out new ways and
strategies for witness and accompa-
niment. Through the Eucharist, it
becomes food for new life, a “medi-
cine of immortality” (Ignatius of
Antioch, Ad Ephesios, 20, 2).
The world vitally needs the Gospel

of Jesus Christ. Through the Church,
Christ continues his mission as the
Good Samaritan, caring for the
bleeding wounds of humanity, and as
Good Shepherd, constantly seeking
out those who wander along wind-
ing paths that lead nowhere. Thank
God, many significant experiences

Living the Gospel in the ‘market place’.

Comboni missionaries celebrating the Good News of Christ.
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because it has been out on the
streets, rather than a Church which
is unhealthy from being confined
and from clinging to its own secu-
rity” (ibid., 49).

Young people, the hope 
of mission
Young people are the hope of mis-
sion. The person of Jesus Christ and
the Good News he proclaimed con-
tinue to attract many young people.
They seek ways to put themselves
with courage and enthusiasm at the
service of humanity. “There are many
young people who offer their soli-
darity in the face of the evils of the
world and engage in various forms of

militancy and volunteering. How
beautiful it is to see that young peo-
ple are ‘street preachers’, joyfully
bringing Jesus to every street, every
town square and every corner of the
earth!” (ibid., 106). The next Ordi-
nary General Assembly of the Synod
of Bishops, to be held in 2018 on the
theme Young People, the Faith and
Vocational Discernment, represents
an opportunity to involve young peo-
ple in the shared missionary
responsibility that needs their rich
imagination and creativity.

Mission with Mary, 
Mother of Evangelization

pilgrimage across the various deserts
of life, through the different experi-
ences of hunger and thirst for truth
and justice. The Church’s mission in-
spires a sense of constant exile, to
make us aware, in our thirst for the
infinite, that we are exiles journeying
towards our final home, poised be-
tween the “already” and “not yet” of
the Kingdom of Heaven.
Mission reminds the Church that

she is not an end unto herself, but a
humble instrument and mediation of
the Kingdom. A self-referential
Church, one content with earthly
success, is not the Church of Christ,
his crucified and glorious Body. That
is why we should prefer “a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty

The tragic situation of refugee camps in South Sudan and throughout the world

Pope Francis having lunch with Vatican workers.

May Mary, Mother of Evangelization,
intercede for us !

Dear brothers and sisters, in carrying
out our mission, let us draw inspira-
tion from Mary, Mother of
Evangelization. Moved by the Spirit,
she welcomed the Word of life in the
depths of her humble faith. May the
Virgin Mother help us to say our own
“yes”, conscious of the urgent need
to make the Good News of Jesus re-
sound in our time. May she obtain
for us renewed zeal in bringing to
everyone the Good News of the life
that is victorious over death. May she
intercede for us so that we can ac-
quire the holy audacity needed to
discover new ways to bring the gift of
salvation to every man and woman.

Solemnity of Pentecost

FRANCIS
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Tensions between the United States and North Korea
have reached a dangerous turning point. There is
no military solution. We must act now to prevent

the prospect of a nuclear war. 
To prevent further escalation of military threats, and

the real danger of a deepening spiral of violence becom-
ing a regional or global conflict, we must pursue every
means possible to de-escalate tensions through positive
engagement with North Korea. We call on leaders of all
nations, but particularly the United States, North Korea
and South Korea, to pursue all paths to peace and all
channels of dialogue and inclusive negotiation. The fate
of millions of lives, the environment, and world peace is
at stake. 
As missionary priests and lay missionaries of the Society

of St. Columban, we have a long history serving the poor
in fourteen countries, including on the Korean peninsula.
Thirty-five years ago, the Society issued this statement on
nuclear armaments from our 1982 General Assembly:

“Christian discipleship leads us to condemn in
strongest terms defense policies that every day

make life more insecure. The most blatant of these
are present policies of nuclear armament which
threaten all life. These policies are themselves a
form of killing since they consume resources

desperately needed to meet basic human needs.”
(1982 mission statement)

We must not lose this hope for the human family, and
future generations of life on earth. Diplomacy has worked
before with North Korea. It can again save lives and pro-
mote peace. 
In June 2017, one hundred and twenty-two non-nu-

clear nations gathered at the United Nations and
approved a global treaty to ban nuclear weapons, a move
that supporters hope will lead to the eventual elimination
of all nuclear arms. In a statement to the nations gathered
at the UN, Pope Francis called for a “collective and con-
certed” multilateral effort to eliminate nuclear weapons: 

“These concerns are even greater when we consider
the catastrophic humanitarian and environmental conse-
quences that would follow from any use of nuclear
weapons, with devastating, indiscriminate and uncon-
tainable effects, over time and space. The common
destiny of humankind demands the pragmatic strength-
ening of dialogue and the building and consolidating of
mechanisms of trust and cooperation, capable of creating
the conditions for a world without nuclear weapons,” the
pope added, and he called on nations to sign the treaty. 
We recommend the following actions as a means to de-

escalate the tensions and promote the denuclearization
and eventual demilitarization of the peninsula: 
• North Korea to refrain from further nuclear and missile
tests; 

• United States and South Korea to refrain from ongoing
joint military exercises; 

• To join with Christians throughout the world to pray
for peace and to observe a “Sunday of Prayer for the
Peaceful Reunification of the Korean Peninsula.” 

On August 15, both North and South Korea commem-
orate the end of the Japanese occupation and World War
II. May this date be a reminder that the desire for peace
is shared by all people. 
As we commemorate the seventy-second anniversary of

the atomic bombing of the Japanese cities of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, and remember the horrendous loss of life,
let us call on world leaders to join together in a united
effort to avoid at all costs the threat of nuclear war, and to
work toward a peaceful and negotiated solution to this
dangerous impasse on the Korean peninsula.
Pope Francis is very clear: The total elimination of nu-

clear weapons is “both a challenge and a moral and
humanitarian imperative” of our time. In that spirit,
we ask you to join us in prayer and effective action and to
call upon our nation and the nations of the world, as well
as Christians and people of all faiths, to work for a nego-
tiated solution to the threat of nuclear war, and to pray for
peace.

US Columban
statement on
US – North Korea

crisis
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THE COLLEGE
The Comboni Women’s College
started in Hawassa in 1995 as a Cen-
tre for the promotion of women,
since its establishment and subse-
quent recognition by the Regional
Government, has been training
women and girls of the area in dif-
ferent disciplines, benefiting many
poor and destitute girls in the com-
munity. Some of these trainees have
now established their own small in-
come while the great majority have
gained employment in different or-
ganizations. Also, some of them are
able to continue their education at
university.
From 1995 the College (originally

called Women‘s Centre) has given
different courses. At the beginning,
it started with Dressmaking fol-
lowed by Knitting and embroidery
by hand and machine. After some
years the Women’s Centre was up-
graded to Technical and Vocational
College and the courses began
changing, according to the needs of
the society and jobs opportunities,
such as Secretarial Sciences, Library
Sciences, and Accounting. At pres-
ent, there are courses in Hotel
Management, Household and Gar-
ments. Also, basic computers,
embroidery by machine and by
hand, Gender Workshops and a
public Library Service.

The objectives of the College are
as follows:

Since the main objective of the
project is to prepare women and
girls to get jobs and have a dignified
future, an assessment was made,
based on demands of the society
and business organizations to iden-
tify the need for personnel,
professionally prepared to work in
Hotels and in the Catering Business.
The result of the assessment was
that Hotel Management and House-
hold Services were much requested
openings in the town as well as in
surrounding areas. Also, Household
Services is the best preparation for

• To empower women to claim
and secure their rights to em-
ployment and self-employment.

• Create employable skills and em-
ployment opportunities 

• Provide technical and vocational
training. 

• Develop positive attitudes of
men towards women.

• Strengthen the contribution of
women to the local and national
economy.

Founded by Bishop Gasparini in 1995 this Technical
school continues to produce professionally trained
young women ready for employment opportunities.

The school is run by Sister Dolores a Spanish
Comboni Missionary in Hawassa, Southern Ethiopia.

Students in the Catering department

By Sr Dolores Cardenas, Comboni Missionary

Comboni Women’s College,
Southern Ethiopia
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Exhibition of embroidery done by hand

those who would like to emigrate to
Arab countries and other places.
In the same way, the courses of

Garments are now in great demand
because an industrial area, run by
foreign investors, has been built in
Hawassa in which garments are pro-
duced, and women and girls are
needed to be prepared profession-
ally to work there. 
Also the group of students learn-

ing embroidery by machine are still
many. This course empowers them
to start personnel businesses and to
establish shops. When they finish
the course, they receive orders and
thus gain a living. Here the people
like to have embroidered cloths in
the sitting room and bedroom. The
workshops of tailoring and embroi-
dery by hand help some single
mothers to get a living and students
to pay their house rent and food.

EXPECTANCIES
Women and girls will be trained in
technical and vocational skills

1. Drop-out students will have a
chance of getting further edu-
cation and job opportunities

2. Emigrants will be well pre-
pared to work abroad and to
face the challenges of being
out of the Country.

3. About 350 women and girls,
every year, will be given better
opportunities for employment
and self-employment.

4. The economic and social sta-
tus of women in society will be
raised.

These women and girls, coming
mostly from rural areas, are very
poor and they cannot afford to pay
teachers and materials and for that
reason all help is welcome.
Let us continue with this wonder-

ful work of empowering women to
get jobs and to better their lives, giv-
ing them a dignified future.

Art and design work.

N. B. 
If you are interested in
purchasing some embroidery
works done by the girls and
young women of the above
Womens’ College in Hawassa,
Ethiopia such as tablecloths or
Church vestments, please
contact: Father Franco, Verona
Fathers, Brownberrie Lane-
Horsforth-LEEDS- LS18 5HE.

Fr Franco will send you an
ORDER FORM with various
options about the colour, size
and embroidery pattern of the
tablecloth you wish to buy for
yourself or as a gift to a friend
or somebody in the family.

Thank you
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Brothers are responding in efforts
led by Father Barth and Father Lance
Nadeau. Both men seek to pair di-
rect food relief with long-term
efforts to avoid future crises among
people they serve.
For Father Barth that means per-

Household pets in America eat
better than the average
South Sudanese. That, says

Maryknoll Father John Barth, who
serves in the East African nation, is in
normal times. Today a chronic food
shortage has become a crisis as
drought and famine have struck var-
ious countries across the African
continent.
“The lucky ones here in South

Sudan are eating one meal a day,”
says Father Barth, who is assistant
pastor of St. Teresa Parish in Isohe
village, in the Torit Diocese in the
southeastern part of the country.
Along the east coast of Africa and

into the southern part of the conti-
nent, well over a dozen countries
face food crises brought on by a va-
riety of environmental, political and
economic circumstances. Millions of
people are going hungry, are mal-
nourished or starving as drought for
two years running, driven in part by

the El Niño weather pattern, has led
to food shortages and subsequent
spikes in food prices.
In two areas in South Sudan and

Kenya, where drought has been ex-
acerbated by political and ethnic
conflict, the Maryknoll Fathers and

AFRICA
By Lynn F. Monahan – Maryknollmagazine.org

Refugee camp in Arua, Uganda

Some of the South Sudan refugees arrived at Afoji Market after crossing the border in
Moyo district. Photo by Scovin Iceta.

Maryknoll priests struggle to provide food
in drought-stricken parts of East Africa
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sonally obtaining and distributing
food supplies and overseeing proj-
ects to improve water resources in
and around his parish community.
Last year Maryknoll purchased a new
tractor for the parish to increase
local food production.
“I cross the Uganda border every

few weeks to buy emergency food
relief – maize, beans, salt, cooking
oil – for students at our parish and
for distribution to the neediest in
our parish,” Father Barth says.
Passing through Uganda immigra-

tions, the Maryknoll priest takes
note of a whiteboard on the wall be-
hind the immigration officer that
tracks the number of South Su-
danese who entered Uganda at that
small border crossing. The total in
April was more than 1,100, and that
is one of the smaller crossings
around the country.
“They still keep fleeing their coun-

try because there is less and less
food, or the 500 percent inflation
makes what little food is available
just too expensive,” he says.
The United Nations has declared

famine in two areas of the country,
and says 5.5 million people will be
on the verge of starvation by July if
they don’t get food, according to a

ing is a constant sound all day long
as the nurses attach them to IV
drips,” the missioner from Buffalo,
N.Y., says. “If not for U.N. food from
the World Food Programme, their
fate would certainly be sealed.”
Maryknoll’s own emergency food

relief also helps feed students in the
two schools in the parish, Father
Barth says. The students are happy
when they receive beans for supper,
instead of the usual asida, a starchy
paste made from corn or sorghum,
he says. Asida is “not too nutritious
but it fills the belly.”
Like his colleague in South Sudan,

Maryknoll Father Lance Nadeau
works to help feed people in the
Turkana area, across the border in
Kenya, where the same drought has
escalated conflict between rival
groups of ethnic pastoralists fighting
over scarce resources. In this area,
the local Turkana people have
clashed with neighboring Dassanech
people over water and grazing land.
In February, Kenya’s government

declared the drought and food crisis
in some regions, such as Turkana in
the north, to be a national disaster.
Through Father Nadeau’s over-

sight, the Maryknoll Society provides
food relief and a food bank at its
Todonyang mission near the shore
of Lake Turkana close to Kenya’s bor-
ders with both Ethiopia and South
Sudan.
At Our Lady Queen of Peace Inte-

grated Centre, Maryknoll helps feed
and educate more than 160 boys and
girls from the Turkana and Das-
sanech ethnic groups from the
surrounding Todonyang area.
Working with the Missionary Soci-

ety of St. Paul the Apostle, Father
Nadeau and Maryknoll seek not only
to provide for the students and their
futures, but to lay the foundations
for peaceful and collaborative coex-
istence between the two ethnic
groups.

“We need funds to buy
more food and also to

reach out to more people
who hardly have anything
to eat,” Father Nadeau

says, adding, “and prayers
to strengthen those in dire

need of support.”

report by IRIN, a news and analysis
agency originally established by the
U.N. to cover humanitarian crises.

More than 270,000 South
Sudanese who have fled
their country are now in
the Bidi Bidi refugee camp
in Arua, Uganda, Father
Barth says, and their
number is growing as
people flee not only

drought and famine but the
violence of South Sudan’s

four-year civil war.

“It is their only hope for food and
security,” Father Barth says. “Many of
these tired, hungry people travel on
foot for days to reach Bidi Bidi Camp
and the others built by the U.N. with
the permission of the Uganda gov-
ernment and strung out along the
border with South Sudan.”
The food he brings back from

Uganda helps feed the community of
St. Teresa Parish. Until the World
Food Programme took over in
March, Maryknoll was also feeding
patients in their mission hospital
there, among them infants suffering
from malnutrition, Father Barth says.
“Not far from my office their cry-

A malnourished mother and child receive help at St. Teresa’s Parish feeding station in
South Sudan. (Courtesy J. Barth/South Sudan)



And how they flourish
in Scotland

The 150th anniversary of the
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One hundred and fifty years is a
long time. Fifteen decades in
all. Literally thousands of

courageous men and women lived the
values of the Kingdom of God copying
the example of St. Daniel Comboni
and walking in his footsteps. These
sons and daughters of St.Daniel Com-
boni have come from all the corners of
the earth.
Historically, when St.Daniel Com-

boni envisioned missionaries for
Africa, Africa then was little better off
than it is today. Africa was being ripped
apart, chopped up, right, left and cen-
tre. Europeans mercilessly disrupted
even destroyed their thousand-year
tribal systems and traditional customs-
profoundly complex and sophisticated
things. Britain along with the French,
Belgium, Dutch, Portuguese, Spanish,
German, Austrian, Italian were vora-
ciously keen on building up their
empires. 
At that time, a young man and priest,

Daniel Comboni, was extremely pas-
sionate about helping the oppressed
Africans. He was madly in love with
God and people, especially the poor.
Without going into historical details,
on 1st June, 1867, Father Daniel Com-
boni established THE INSTITUE FOR
AFRICAN MISSIONS in Verona. This
Comboni Foundation of the Insti-
tute/Seminary for the African Missions
so tiny an Institute, humanly speaking,
was sheer madness. Its growth would
be very hard going. It slowly devel-
oped. Of humble origins, its
tempestuous infancy encountered
many rejections, battles and crosses.
The history of the Comboni Family has
always been one of sacrifice, of
tragedies, of defeats and losses, of
hopes and constant daily struggles, of
tears, sweat and blood.   

gow, and Sr.Anne-Marie Quigg,
Ardrossan, with the Comboni fiery
spirit they both sally forth. All these
Scottish Comboni Missionary men and
women have served in Uganda, Sudan,
Eritrea, South Africa, Brazil, Mexico,
Malawi, USA, Canada, Egypt, Jordan
and United Arab Emirates for many
years. Both Fr. David Glenday and Sr.
Anne-Marie Quigg have served at top
levels of their congregation. Sup-
ported and accompanied by so many
friends and benefactors the length and
breadth of Scotland, they give thanks
to God and pledge themselves to con-
tinue to work together.
Innumerable confreres, past and

present, saintly and inspiring men and
women, ever faithful to the Gospel
and St. Daniel Comboni, experi-
ence(d) the joy of living the Gospel.
Mission is always on the move. New
modules of mission will surely arise.
Like all true missionaries, they start
afresh, full of hope keeping alive the
dream of St. Daniel Comboni, come
true today here in the Archdiocese of
Glasgow.

By Fr John Clark mccj

The Comboni Missionaries or
Verona Fathers, as they used to be
called, set up houses in Scotland, first
in Dumfries in the 1960’s, in
Ardrossan in Ayrshire in the 1970’s
and 1980’s, in Baillieston, Glasgow in
1980’s and 1990’s, and now in
Carmyle, Glasgow, from the mid-
1990’s until the present. The
migration of many young Scots boys to
the Junior Seminary at Mirfield, York-
shire is also a reminder of a
once-upon-a-time vibrant field for vo-
cations. 
With untiring missionary enthusiasm

and steadfast dedication Comboni’s
work has gone on through the Scottish
missionary lives of Fr. Peter McGinley,
Glasgow, Fr. Alan Mc Ginty, Largs, Fr.
Charlie Duffin, Kilbirnie, Fr.Pat Burns,
Uddingston, all four now deceased,
and Fr.John Fraser, Glasgow, Fr.John
Downey, Viewpark and Fr.David Glen-
day, Dundee, still battling on.
Comboni Sisters, Sr. Veronica, Glas-
gow, Sr. Gesualda, Aberdeen, and Sr.
Anne Philippa, Hamilton, have also
gone to their reward. Sr. Tommy, Glas-



After having worked so hard to
prepare for it, at last the day of
the Open Day arrived!  Every-

thing was in place and early in the
morning we were ready to welcome
friends and benefactors to this year’s
special Open Day, celebrating the
150th anniversary of the foundation
of the Comboni Missionaries.  Leeds
Trinity University had everything in
place to make our day a successful
one.
To help us in the celebration, we

invited Father John Baptist Opargiw,
from Rome, to be the Speaker of the
day.  Even the weather was merciful
that day, it was bright and warm.
After 9 o’clock, people started arriv-
ing.  It was lovely to see faces from
previous years and people coming
for the first time.  They travelled
from all over the country – one lady
had come by bus from the North
East, setting off before 6am!  All were

Missionary family.  Among the priests
concelebrating with Father John
were Father Franco and Father
Melaku, who were celebrating re-
spectively the Golden and Silver
Jubilees of Priestly Ordination.
After Mass, it was lovely to gather

around the table & enjoy an excel-
lent meal  and to raise a glass of wine
.  The atmosphere in the dining
room was relaxed and full of chatter.
The children were excited to draw
the tickets for the informal raffle and
so joyful when one of their tickets
proved to be a winner!  They also
helped us to draw the formal raffle.
The names of the winners are on the
Mission Office Newsletter.  Our con-
gratulations to all and thanks to
everyone who bought tickets.
With joy in our hearts, we prayed

the rosary together and received the
blessing of the Lord before travelling
home.  Our grateful thanks to every-
one who came and made this year
such a wonderful occasion. We are
already planning for next year and
hope many of you will join us on Sat-
urday 30th June 2018.  

happy to be there and to greet oth-
ers that they had met at previous
Open Days.
After a chat with tea, coffee with

very nice biscuits, everyone gathered
together in the Auditorium to listen
to Father John.  He told us about
how the Comboni Missionaries
started in Verona by St. Daniel Com-
boni in 1867.  Step by step, he took
us through the 150 years of mission-
ary work, during which so many
Comboni Missionaries have spent
their lives serving the poorest peo-
ple of the world, in Africa, America,
Asia and parts of Europe.  It is right
to remember the history of this
Comboni family, so that we can give
thanks to the Lord for the gift of mis-
sion and celebrate!
We then joined together in the

Chapel for the Thanksgiving Mass in
honour of the Sacred Heart, during
which we prayed for the Comboni

Recalling our 150 years of
Comboni Missionary Life!

Leeds Open Day 2017
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By Fr Tiziano Laurenti mccj

Enjoying  the company at Horsforth, Leeds

Fr John, (c         entre), the invited speaker with Comboni Friends.
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The young people were offered
hospitality at the parish of St
Joseph, Roehampton, in the

southern part of London recently en-
trusted to the Comboni
Missionaries. 
Welcoming the group, the Parish

Priest, Father Tesfamichael Negusse,
pointed out that the parish is com-
posed by a majority of first and
second-generation immigrants from
Asia (The Philippines and India),
Africa (Nigeria, Gambia, DR. Congo),
the West Indies (Jamaica) and South
America (Colombia. Mexico and
Peru). The young people experi-
enced ten days (31 July – 9 August)
filled with work, meetings, reflec-
tions and prayer.
The large city of London was cho-

sen as the venue for the Summer
Camp for its cosmopolitan and
multi-ethnic environment. It is a city

The group examined three aspects
of this reality.
Victoria railway station, in the cen-

tre of London, has the largest group
of homeless people in Europe. In re-
sponse to this challenge, the
Catholic Church, urged on by the
then Archbishop of Westminster,
Cardinal Basil Hume, in 1980
opened an area called The Passage
where the homeless are provided
with food, clothing and bathing fa-
cilities. They may also avail of the
possibility of finding work and a
fixed abode.
Some of the Summer Camp partic-

ipants assisted in preparing and
serving meals, listened to the home-
less as they told their personal
stories and spoke of their hopes and
disappointments common to all the
homeless who daily come in num-
bers to The Passage. 

that presents challenges to which it
demands a concrete response, espe-
cially regarding the situation of
poverty and marginalisation. 

‘On the Way’
Taking as the theme, “On the Way”, from the Gospel story of the disciples on

their way to Emmaus, a group of young people from Portugal, Italy, Poland and
England took part in the first edition of the Summer Camp organised by the

Comboni Missionaries of the London Province.

Comboni Summer Camp 2017

Welcoming to the Summer Camp at Roehampton

Listening to the cry of the needy

by Fr Carmine Curci mccj
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Again, on the theme of the home-
less, a second group visited the
(Missionaries of Charity) Sisters of
Mother Teresa of Kolkata (Kilburn
and St George, Southwark). There,
too, the young people were con-
fronted with many personal stories.
The Summer Camp participants
were struck by the great patience
and devotion of the Sisters as they
cared for the least and most aban-
doned of society. 
Some girls attending the Summer

Camp visited Bakhita House, an or-
ganisation of the Archdiocese of
Westminster, where women rescued
from human trafficking are housed.
The initiative is part of a project
called Bakhita intended to be the re-
sponse of the Church against human
trafficking in England and Wales. 
The first task is to listen, without

asking questions, to those women
who have risked their lives to escape
and live in constant fear. The most
important way to help them is sim-
ply “to be there for them”, just
helping in the kitchen or playing
cards with them. 
The girls attending the Summer

Camp found that the strong point of
their experience was that those
women, each one of whom carries
the wounds of years of violence and
suffering, now feel they are accepted
and befriended without being
judged.
During the Summer Camp, the

young people were helped to un-
derstand a number of concrete
situations. The Provincial Superior of

priest, has worked with refugees
since 2013, working in the two de-
tention centres of Colnbrook and
Harmondsworth. Fr. Louis noted
that 90% of those detained are be-
tween 19 and 40 years of age. They
are mostly from Africa, Asia and the
Middle East. Those detained have no
guarantee that they will soon be re-
leased or receive a residence permit.
Comboni priest Fr. John Clark

spoke of his work with Justice and
Peace groups.
Since Roehampton is a multi-eth-

nic and multi-cultural parish, it was
natural that a meeting with the local
community be arranged. Simply by
meeting the community and chatting
with them, the young people experi-
enced both fraternity and
communion. 
Those ten days were also days of

sharing. In evaluating the Summer
Camp, it was said how some came
with certain expectations but found
others. All agreed that the Summer
Camp should continue. 
During the concluding Eucharistic

celebration, Father Ruben Rocha, co-
ordinator of the Summer Camp,
presented each participant with a
lighted candle saying: “Take with you
the Light of Christ”.  
The Summer Camp is part of a

“Come and See” project of the Lon-
don Province in a parish community
that is open to receiving young peo-
ple who wish to take part in an
experience of sharing with the Com-
boni Missionaries.

Meeting some young people of Roehampton parish

Participants of the Summer Camp with Frs Javier, Ruben, and Melaku

the Comboni Missionaries, Father
Martin Devenish, opened the Sum-
mer Camp by giving a broad
panorama of the presence of the
Comboni Missionaries in Britain and
Ireland and spoke of the significant
role of the minority (7%) Catholic
Church in society in these islands. 
Father Jim McKinney, a local Angli-

can priest, introduced the young
people to Anglican Church in Eng-
land and in the area of Roehampton,
considered one of the poorest of the
city. 
The head of caritas in the West-

minster Diocese, John Coley, helped
the young participants to acquire a
broader understanding of the work
of the Church among the poorest. 
Father Louis Koeuvi, a Comboni



Contact your mission office in Leeds (for England and Wales), Dublin (for Ireland),
or Glasgow (for Scotland) and ask for details and application forms.

The�Holy�Redeemer
Perpetual�Mass�Guild
Holy Mass is celebrated every day for all members, living and dead.

Quality Membership Certificates in full colour, mounted in beautiful folders,
make an excellent gift, or a gesture of condolence, or simply a reminder of

spiritual union with our missionaries. Certificates will,
on request, be sent directly to those you wish to receive them.

Don’t Forget your Deceased Loved Ones
in this Year’s November Masses.

Why not have them remembered the whole year round, too!

COMBONI MISSIONARIES
Visit our websites:

www.comboni.org.uk
www.combonimissionaries.co.uk

www.comboniyouth.org
www.combonimissionaries.ie

www.southworld.net


