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From the Editor

Their birthday anniversaries are sep-
arated by one day. Fr Antonio
Benetti celebrated his 70 birthday

on June 29 (the feast of SS Peter and
Paul) whilst Fr Hicks hit the 80 mark the
following day, June 30.
The parishioners of the Sacred Heart

Church in Sunningdale feted Fr Antonio
with a presentation - a celebration graced
with a short appreciative address from
Anthony Hooey. There were many fans
present to enjoy this wonderful occasion.
Fr Antonio is at present priest-in-charge
of the Sacred Heart Church.

Meanwhile Fr Hicks in a more modest
celebration was congratulated with a
birthday cake decorated with a few green
and white candles (80 would have
proved just too much!) brought by sev-
eral friends. A truly eventful date to thank
and show appreciation for Fr Bob’s ded-
icated service to the missions of Uganda
and Brazil and for the last umpteen years
to the community at Sunningdale.
To both Frs. Antonio and Bob ‘Ad mul-

tos annos’! Many, Many more years!
It too has been a hot summer all over

these isles. For this we are grateful. Au-
tumn draws near and we can expect
again some fresher days. I hope it has
been a good time for all our readers with
restful breaks and revigorating holidays.
They are well needed. For many, per-
sonal illnesses, bereavements, family
troubles have made life that bit more dif-
ficult. It is in these moments that we find
our God as a strength and faithful com-
panion.
Many of our mission territories face

war and unrest
– Democratic
Republic of
Congo, Cen-
tral African
Republic, to
name a few.
Let us join

together in
c o m m o n
prayer for
each other.

By Fr John Downey mccj

VIEW OUR WEBSITES
www.comboni.org.uk

www.combonimissionaries.co.uk

Double Celebrations at Sunningdale

Fr Antonio with parishioners

Fr Bob shows off his birthday cake!
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Monday, July 23, 2018

“May the peace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with
you all” (2Cor. 13,13).

As we all know, lately the sounds of
that peace that we have been
yearning for such a long time, have

begun to ring. They are echoes that
generate joy and instil courage in all of
us. For all that, we firstly need to thank
God our Lord and, subsequently, all
those who, acting as peacemakers, are
working hard for that purpose. However,
along with the thanksgiving, a constant
prayer and a continued supplication is
needed. With that purpose in mind, we,
your Catholic Bishops, would like to
inform you that we have established as
follows: from 8 July through 6 August,
2018, in all the parishes, churches,
chapels, convents and monasteries of
our four ecclesiastical jurisdictions, be
raised special and intense prayers to the
Lord. We therefore ask the Reverend
parish priests and the superiors of all
religious communities to see to it that
the above directives are faithfully
observed. Since immediately after the
above prayer and supplication time, the
traditional annual fifteen days of
preparation to the solemnity of Mary’s
Assumption will follow, the latter will
obviously become a natural continuation
to it.

In order to achieve peace, one needs
to put on the feelings of right intention,
justice, forgiveness, and flexibility and,
above all, an authentic and true spirit of
reconciliation and mercy. This will be
possible only if we base our endeavors
on God himself. Hence, to make sure
that the peace process that has just
started be fruitful and benefit the people
of both countries, we recommend that,
in addition to the above mentioned
prayers and supplications, more
moments of reflection on peace, justice
and reconciliation be established
especially on Saturdays and Sundays. It is
important that such meditations be
based on God’s Word and the Church’s
most relevant documents. Every day, we
will conclude the hour of prayer by
reciting the imploration we find at the
end of the Mass: “Oh King of peace,
peaceful Jesus, give as your peace”, or a
similar prayer, followed by the
invocation: “Queen of peace pray for
us”.May our Lord Jesus Christ, who
proclaimed “blessed are the
peacemakers, because they will be called
children of God” (Mt. 5:9), make us all
worthy and authentic peacemakers, and,
before not too long, give us a truthful,
enduring and constructive peace.

With best wishes and God's blessings.
Abune Menghesteab Tesfamariam, MCCJ
Metropolitan Archbishop of Asmara,
Eritrea
Asmara, July 14, 2018

Eritrea:
Prayers and Supplications
for a Just and Lasting Peace

Mgr. Mengesteab Tesfamariam
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Getting to know the
Comboni

Missionaries

The Comboni Missionaries here
in the UK and throughout Eu-
rope have certain targets: raise

awareness of needy mission areas in
Asia, South America and Asia, where
we are present. Here in the UK we do
this on our weekly Mission Appeal
work by visiting parishes and inviting
people to join forces with our mission
to the poor spiritually and economi-
cally. In our mission offices, contacts
are kept alive with benefactors by
sending the magazine ‘Comboni Mis-
sion’ and fund-raising activities. Most
recently a Youth team has been set up
to pursue a ministry in favour of the

young and encouraging the young to
commit themselves to the missionary
life. We now also have a parish in Roe-
hampton as a trampoline for working
with migrants in the inner city of Lon-
don.
As editor of the Comboni Mission

magazine I was able to take part in our
annual encounter in Poland. It took
place in the historic city of Cracow,
South west Poland. 
It is meant to be an occasion for an

exchange of experiences in the field of
journalism and wider forms of mass
media. Almost 15 representatives from
all our European Provinces (Spain,

Portugal, Italy, Poland, UK) took part
with the exception of Germany who
had forwarded a report.
The meeting was introduced by the

Delegate of the Combonis in Portugal,
Fr Tomasz Marek, welcoming every-
one to Poland and wishing all a fruitful
encounter.
The focus of the meeting was to be

an analysis of our marketing tech-
niques and how to revive a falling
readership. To begin with the partici-
pants took part in a workshop led by
Spanish technicians working for
‘Mundo Negro’. It consisted in a
demonstration of how to film and

Mass Media
(Magazine Editors)
meeting Cracow - 
28-31 May 2018

by Fr John Downey mccj
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make and produce video material.
We had been requested to set up a

survey with some questions seeking to
find out something about our reader-
ship: how did they come to hear of
our magazine? what is the age group?
how to increase our readership? how
do you rate our publication? In the re-
ports on the questionnaires sent out
to readers the general conclusion was
appreciative of the content and pres-
entation (good photos, colourful…).

The majority of our readers are
in the 60 years + bracket. The
young are hard to engage as
their interests are chiefly in
the digital, website area –
Facebook, Twitter etc. Some
of our magazine centres al-
ready produce material for
the website but they are still
in the testing moments.

As regards the ’Comboni Mission’
survey, of 250 questionnaires sent out,
almost 150 were returned – resulting
in a 48% reply rate.

We face falling numbers mainly
through deaths and many times there
is no one to carry on the service of re-
ceiving and spreading the message.
There is the general disillusion with
the Church and its witness. 
The outlet for the magazine is at

Mission Appeal visits in the many
parishes we visit through or the coun-
try each year. We hope to continue
with this ministry and trust in the ever-
faithful collaboration of our friends
and benefactor.
During our stay in Cracow we paid a

visit to the former concentration camp
of Auswitch on a guided tour and also
visited the beautiful shrine to St
Faustina, where her remains lie, and is
associated with the Divine Mercy de-
votion. 
Nearby there is a magnificent Sanc-

tuary being completed to celebrate
the memory of St John Paul II.  He is a
very much admired saint in Poland. 
These were days of wonderful hos-

pitality by our Polish confreres
coupled with wonderful sunny days.   

Mass Media members in Cracow

Shrine of Sr Faustina
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www.Southworld.net

Catholic priests

They are the Target
Central African Republic
At least 24 people were killed when an
armed group attacked the church of
Notre Dame de Fatima in Bangui, cap-
ital of Central African Republic in May.
Father Albert Toungourmale-Baba was
among the victims. The church is not
far from the PK5 district, inhabited

mostly by Muslims. The incidents
broke out when the security forces
stopped a vehicle carrying Moussa
Emperor, a member of a self-defence
militia of the PK5. In trying to escape
the arrest, he was wounded by the
military. His men then attacked the se-
curity forces and unleashed the

violence against civilians.
Then a group of militias attacked the

parish of Notre Dame de Fatima, not
far from the accident, with gunfire and
grenades while Father Albert Toun-
goumale-Baba and some faithful were
celebrating Mass on the occasion of
the anniversary of St. Joseph.
Witnesses said: “Filled with panic,

some Christians began to flee until
bullets and grenades began to fall in
the parish grounds, trapping those
who remained in the compound”.
After the attack, the militia men fled.

A crowd of thousands of angry, shout-
ing protesters gathered, decided to
transport the body of the priest killed
to the presidential palace but they
were dispersed by the police.
Cardinal Dieudonné Nzapalainga,

archbishop of Bangui said: “I strongly
condemn what happened in Notre
Dame de Fatima parish. I appeal to the
government and MINUSCA (UN Mis-
sion in Central Africa) to investigate
into the matter”.  The Cardinal
pointed out: “Behind these events, I
ask myself questions: what is happen-
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ing? Have there been manipulations,
exploitation? Is there a willingness to
divide the country? Is there a hidden
agenda? Let us look for answers to
these questions together”.
However, the Cardinal raised the

hope that “in difficult situations such
as this, heroes arise, and I do not
doubt that heroes exist in the Central
African Republic, so that they stand to-
gether to say no to violence, no to
barbarism, no to self-destruction”.

Nigeria
In Nigeria, in the village of Mbalom, in
Gwer East Local Government Area,
Benue State, which is part of the so-

called Middle Belt in central Nigeria
that divides the mainly Muslim north
from the south where the majority of
the people are Christian, another mas-
sacre happened at dawn on Tuesday
24 April.
The attack occurred during the 5.50

daily morning Mass, always well at-
tended in the parish of St Agnatius
Ukpor-Mbalom the service had only
just begun and people were still arriv-
ing. Suddenly gun shots were heard as
armed men broke into the church
while in the panic people tried to es-
cape. However, 19 people, including
Father Joseph Gor and Father Felix Ty-
olaha, who were celebrating the Mass,
were killed in cold blood. Many more
were wounded. After attacking the
church, the criminals torched the vil-
lage destroying at least 60 homes and

hay lofts. The people fled to the
nearby villages in search of safety.
Following a massacre at a church,

the catholic bishops asked, “How can
the federal government stand back
while its security agencies deliberately
turn a blind eye to the cries and wails
of helpless unarmed citizens who re-
main sitting ducks in their homes,
farms, highways and now even in the
holy places of worship?”
“It is time for the President to

choose the path of honour and con-
sider stepping aside to save the nation
from complete collapse”. With these
words the Bishops of Nigeria demand
the resignation of President Muham-
madu Buhari.
The Nigerian Bishops express an-

guish, grief and anger. “These inno-
cent souls met their untimely death at
the hands of a wicked and inhuman
gang of rampaging and murderous ter-
rorists who have turned the vast lands
of the Middle Belt and other parts of
Nigeria into a massive graveyard”. A
few day before, Father Gor tweeted:
“We live in fear the Fulani are back in
the area of Mbalom. We have no
means of defending ourselves”, the
tweet said. “Their desperate cries for
security and help went unheeded by
those who should have heard them”,
say the Bishops, referring to the two
priests killed. “They could have fled
but true to their vocation they re-
mained to continue to serve their
people right unto death”. The Bishops
accuse the federal government and its
security agencies of being responsible
for the insecurity.
“Today we Christians feel violated

and betrayed in a nation that we have
all continued to serve and pray for. If
the President cannot keep our coun-
try safe then he automatically loses the
trust of the citizens”, say the Bishops
calling on the President to step down.
Several priests have been abducted

in Nigeria in recent months. Most re-
cently, the parish priest in Benin City,
Fr. Omorogbe, was kidnapped by gun-
men on April 18. He was released on
April 22. In Cote d’Ivoire a Catholic
priest was killed in a road robbery on
23 April. Fr Bernardin Brou Aka Daniel
was assistant parish priest at Sacred
Heart Parish Koun-Abronso diocese of
Abengourou, in the east of the coun-
try.

On the evening of 23 April, Father
Bernardin was returning to his parish
on the Agnibilekro-Koun-Fao road
after taking part in meetings in Aben-
gourou. With him in the car was Fr.
Théophile Ahi. At about 10 pm local
time in the town of Nianda, just after
the village of Apprompronou (some
30 km from Abengourou), the car car-
rying the two priests was forced to
slow down because of a truck
stranded in the middle of the road. Fr.
Bernardin who was driving tried to
avoid the obstacle but was hit by shots
fired by two armed men who ap-
peared all of a sudden. The wounded
priest was made to stop, the bandits
asked the priests for money, Fr.
Bernardin replied that they were not
carrying much money. Without warn-

Father Albert Toungoumale-Baba 

Father Felix Tyolaha

Father Joseph Gor
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ing the bandits opened fire and the
priest was hit in the abdomen.The
criminals were forced to interrupt the
attack when a second vehicle ap-
peared. Rev. Bernardin, who was
losing blood fast resumed his place at
the wheel, managed to reach Agni-
bilékrou where he was admitted to the
local hospital where, despite the ef-
forts of doctors, he died of his
wounds.

A Catholic priest was found shot
dead hours after he said Mass in Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo, the latest
in a series of incidents in North Kivu
province. “Fr Etienne Sengiyumva was
killed on 8 April by the Mai Mai Ny-
atura [militia] in Kyahemba where he
had just celebrated a Mass including a
baptism and a wedding”, Fr Gonzague
Nzabanita, head of the Goma diocese
told Agence France-Presse.
The murder occurred three days

after Father Celestin Ngango of St Paul
Karambi Parish, abducted just before
Easter, was found unharmed by vil-
lagers. Local authorities said that
Father Ngango’s release was secured
by pressure from the local villagers.
Father Ngango was the sixth priest ab-
ducted in the eastern DRC since 2012
and one of the few abductees in the
region to be released.

Mexico
Mexico has become the most danger-
ous country in the world for priests
and religious.  From 2012 until today,
twenty-three priests have been killed
in the country. On April 20, Father
Juan Miguel Contreras was shot to
death inside a church on the outskirts
of Guadalajara, as he was hearing con-
fessions. The day before, Father
Rubén Alcántara, Vicar General of the
Diocese of Cautitlan Izalli, outside
Mexico City, was stabbed to death. Fr.

Rubén Alcántara Díaz, 50, judicial vicar
of the diocese of Izcalli, in the munic-
ipality of Cuautitlán (Mexico), was
murdered on Wednesday, April 18,
with a knife, just before the 7pm Mass
that he was to celebrate in the church
of Nuestra Señora del Carmen, in the
district of Cumbria.
Father Fabila Reyes, 83, who had

been reported kidnapped has been
found dead on 25 April in the town of
Cuernavaca, in central Mexico. He was
taken in Cuernavaca, in the state of
Morelos, one of the most afflicted by
organized crime. His family reportedly
paid a ransom of over $100,000. A pre-
liminary investigation shows he
couldn’t survive the conditions he was
kept in.

Philippines
In the Philippines, a young Catholic
priest was shot dead in Cagayan
province on Sunday, becoming the
second cleric slain in around four
months. Fr. Mark Ventura, 37, was
murdered at about 8:15am right after
celebrating Mass at a gymnasium in
Brgy, Peña Weste, on the outskirts of
Gattaran town. The priest was blessing
children and talking with the choir
members when a still unidentified
male donning a motorcycle helmet
emerged from the back of the gym
and shot the victim twice. Father Ven-
tura was the director of San Isidro
Labrador Mission Station, a post he
only assumed early this month, in
Mabuno village, also Gattaran. A priest
for almost seven years, he was also
known for his anti-mining advocacies
and for helping indigenous peoples in
the province. (C.C.)

Fr Bernardin Brou 

Fr. Mark Ventura
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burned alive families with children,
shot citizens who marched peacefully
in the streets, fired at children, com-
mitted sacrileges in churches,
wounded a bishop, arrested many
people without judicial orders, and
tortured them. The elderly, women,
and children, men: no one is safe
today in Nicaragua. They are full-scale
human rights crimes. When will you
react?”
The nun then asks rulers to leave

aside “at least for once, political and
economic interests” and to show their
humanity. “It is not a question of ide-
ology, religion or politics. It is a
question of humanity”, “you have
been elected to make the world more
human”, and “the people of Nicaragua
need you now. Please, act. Do it soon,
before they kill us all.”
Sister Xiskya concludes with a spe-

cific request: “I do not ask for military

actions. I ask for actions of diplomatic
pressure: the condemnation for
crimes of human injury” and with a
plea: “help the people of Nicaragua.
Stop this massacre, please.” 
The idea for the letter “arose be-

cause of the need for international
pressure towards President Daniel
Ortega,” Sister Xiskya told Fides. 

“It is clear that he will not leave out
of his own initiative. This is why I
asked the presidents from other
countries for help... I published the
letter on my blog; I linked the link to
my social networks and tagged the
rulers I know and some media.”

“I do not have the e-mail address of
the Presidents,” Sr Xiskya said. She has
more than 46,000 followers on Twitter,
has exceeded the limit of 5,000 friends
on Facebook and is also on Instagram,
YouTube (1 million 200 thousand sub-
scribers) and LinkedIn.

A Nicaraguan nun living in Spain, Sister
Xiskya Valladares, has appealed to the
international community to intervene
in her country to stop the bloodshed.
She writes in her blog and on social
media: “I am just a Catholic nun. No-
body has asked me to write to you.
But I cannot stand and watch as a dic-
tator massacres his people while you
remain silent”. 

“We are a small population of only
six million inhabitants, which has no
oil and is not important for your in-
terests”.... “But we are talking about
human beings with profound values,
with great courage, in a strategic place
in Central America. They deserve your
help.”
Then she lists some of the major

atrocities that have been committed by
the regime of Daniel Ortega: 
Those who publish comments or

news against the government are at risk
of seizure and disappearance. 
The letter continues: “They have

International Catholic News  (ICN)

Sister Xiskya

Protesters remembering those who have died in protests.

Nicaragua:
Nun appeals: ‘please 
act quickly before 
they kill us all’



In Ceará, one of the poorest states
of Brazil, and one of the most vio-
lent in the world, Sister Francisca

Erbenia de Sousa, head of Crateus
Diocese, as always, fights alongside
the people regarded as the least im-
portant in the world: women victims
of abuse, the youth, and peasants
without land to till and fishermen
without fishing waters to fish in.

Corruption and Pentecostal
Conservatism
In recent years, the situation in Brazil
has deteriorated and today the
Church in Brazil is taking an increas-
ingly open stand against the present
government of Michel Temer. Sr. Fran-
cisca comments: “Our country is the
scene of corruption that is again strik-
ing at the indigenous populations and
those of African descent, especially the
youth. The rights acquired at a great
price over a period of fifty years are
again being lost: just think of the de-
velopment plans for the ordinary
people being cut by 92%. Today, for
the first time in the history of Brazil,
there is a very large presence of Pen-
tecostals in parliament who advocate
ultra conservative policies. This facili-
tates an atmosphere of repression, the
violation of human rights and wide-
spread violence”.

Violence against women
In numbers of women being mur-
dered, Brazil is the fifth country in the
world and it is estimated that more
than 50% of women between the ages
of 14 and 50 have suffered some form
of violence. The first stage in changing
this state of affairs is ‘to invest in for-
mation’ and the Brazilian pedagogue

Paulo Freire says: “The oppressed
need to recognise themselves as such
in order to free themselves”.

“In order to free women from vio-
lence, it is necessary to liberate them

on the practical level, making them in-
dependent from the professional and
financial points of view”, Sr. Francisca
insists.

The miracles of Caritas
Caritas, which, according to the words
of Pope Francis is ‘the caress of the
Church for the poor’, is organised in
Ceará State in 800 ecclesial communi-
ties, concentrates on education. “In
our territory, the sons and daughters
of the peasants are those most ex-
cluded from education. For this
reason, about fifteen years ago we
founded a school so as to offer them
quality education in the field of agro-
ecology, according to the specific
environmental characteristics of this
semi-arid Brazilian territory”, Sister
Erbenia explains.
The school enrols over 100 boys

and girls each year following the ped-
agogy of alternation. Each month they
have two weeks of theory lessons (on
agriculture, cooperative commerce
and also conflict resolution), and for
two weeks they stay at home to apply
what they have learned in their family
gardens. “The youth who emerge
from the agricultural school are then
helped to find their first job and, still
following the alternation method, are
encouraged to attend the university”,
Sr. Francisca adds.
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Sr Francisca

By Stefania Garini/M.C   www.southworld.net

Brazil
The value of Life
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Over the years, Crateus Caritas, now
with around seventy members, has
opened 126 schools and educated
17,000 students who “have learned re-
spect for the land and how to produce
healthy food, without using pesticides
or traditional slash and burn methods,
while making use of technology suit-
able for the water conservation. All
this is within the perspective of the
idea of ‘living well’ and, thanks to the
free services of over 1,500 men and
women teachers”, Sr. Francisca states.

Creating opportunities
The majority of the young people who
today benefit from Caritas education
come from 2,600 families of fresh
water fishing men and women who, in
Ceará, are the poorest of the poor, iso-
lated and ignored by the institutions.
“Crateus Caritas, together with the
CPP, the Pastoral Council for Fishing,
works with these families struggling
against chronic drought, aggravated
by the fact that it has not rained here
for six or seven years now”.
The chronic shortage of water and

fish is a threat to the vital resources of

the many rural families who tradition-
ally make their living from fishing. “We
try to create alternative income-gen-
erating opportunities and to move the
government to take up the problem
since, in fact, it is against the law for

fishing men and women to supple-
ment their income with other
productive activities”, Sister Erbenia
explains. Here too, “the women are
the ones most discriminated against:
they are  not given the professional

status of fisherwomen since they are
considered merely as ‘companions’ of
their husbands and ‘helpers’ of the
fishermen and so are excluded from
the meagre subsidies allocated to de-
pressed areas”.

A male dominated society
Ceará is one of the Brazilian States
where the male culture is more deeply
rooted: “A way of thinking that is not
confined to men but is also found
among women, undermining the very
roots of their self-esteem and confi-
dence in their own abilities”. It is
therefore fundamental to intervene
through (in) formation which allows
for the de-construction of the ways of
dominating, and constructing others
that are new. “It was especially hard at
first to get these women around a

table to discuss together about their
situation and alternative possibilities.
The men did not want them to take
part in the meetings and tried to sab-
otage them.

Scripture helps to face the
problems of life
The work of empowering women is
connected to reading the Bible. By
means of some key figures of the Old
and New Testaments, the fundamental
role of the woman in the history of sal-
vation emerges. “The attitude of Jesus
was always to ask rather than to teach.
It was the women he met who, in var-
ious ways, showed him how to
approach reality, placing the person
and the value of life at the centre”, Sr.
Francisca concludes.
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Observed by the Catholic
Church on the penultimate
Sunday of October every year,

World Mission Sunday in 2018 falls on
Oct. 21.  Instituted by Pope Pius XI in
1926, the annual day encourages
prayers, cooperation and help for mis-
sions as well as reminds Christians
about the fundamental missionary
character of the Church and of every
baptized person. 

The theme of this year’s obser-
vance, “Together with young people,
let us bring the Gospel to all,” echoes
the upcoming synod of bishops,
scheduled from October 3-28 in the
Vatican, whose theme is “Young Peo-
ple, the Faith and Vocational
Discernment.”

I am a mission
In the message addressed to all Chris-

tians, but especially to young people,
the Pope reminds all that “we are not
in this world by our own choice,” and
hence there is “an initiative that pre-
cedes us and makes us exist.”  Each
one of us, he says, is called to reflect
on the fact that ‘I am a mission on this
Earth,’ which is why we are here in
this world. 
In fact, the Pope says, “every man

and woman are a mission.” “To be at-
tracted and to be sent are two
movements” of the heart that “hold
out promise for our future and give di-
rection to our lives.”

Gift of self
In his message, the Pope urges young
people not to be afraid of Christ and
his Church, because, he says, “it is
where “we find the treasure that fills
life with joy.” 
Speaking from his own experience,

he says that through faith he found
the sure foundation of his dreams and
the strength to realize them. 
“For those who stand by Jesus,” the

Pope continues, “evil is an incentive to
ever greater love,” because “from the
cross of Jesus we learn the divine logic
of self-sacrifice as a proclamation of
the Gospel for the life of the world”. 
The Pope thus invites young people

to ask themselves, “What would Christ
do if he were in my place?”

Transmitting faith
All Christians by Baptism, the Pope re-
calls, have received the mission to

Pope’s message for 
World Mission Sunday, 

October 21, 2018
In his message Pope Francis urges young people to

join the Church in bringing the Gospel to all.

Pope Francis greets young people in St. Peter’s square.

By Robin Gomes/Vatican

The Vatican released the message of Pope Francis for this
year’s World Mission Sunday, in which the Pontiff is inviting
young men and women who want to follow Christ, to seek, to
discover and to persevere in their vocation.
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bring the Gospel to everyone.  Young
people too are part of that great
stream of witnesses, in which elder
persons with their wisdom and expe-
rience become a witness and
encouragement to the young.   This
way, he says, the mission of the
Church bridges the generations bring-
ing about unity.

Infectious love
The heart of the Church’s mission, the
Pope continues, is the infectiousness
of love, where joy and enthusiasm be-
come the expression of a newfound
meaning and fulfilment in life.  The
spread of the faith “by attraction”, he
says, calls for hearts that are open and
expanded by love.  This generates en-

counter, witness and proclamation
even in “extreme peripheries” which
are indifferent and hostile and to the
ends of the earth in ‘mission ad
gentes’. 
The Holy Father expresses satisfac-

tion that through numerous ecclesial
groups such as parishes, associations,
movements, and religious communi-
ties, young people find in missionary
volunteer work a way of serving the
“least” of our brothers and sisters, pro-
moting human dignity and witnessing
to the joy of love and of being Chris-
tian.
After recalling the contribution of

the Pontifical Mission Societies to the
human and cultural growth of many
populations, the Pope says that who
are helped in their personal needs can
in turn bear witness to the Gospel in
the circumstances of their daily lives. 

Fr. Tiziano bringing the Word to his parishioners.

Young people in pilgrimage to Rome

“No one is so poor 
as to be unable to 

give what they have, 
but first and foremost

what they are,” 
the Pope says.
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As  the month of October approaches, the month tradi-
tionally associated with the Mission and in which we
celebrate, World Mission Sunday, here in Glasgow, we

Comboni Missionaries; Sisters, Priests and Lay collaborators,
have decided to propose to a number of parishes in our area
an hour of missionary reflections around the missionary
rosary. So, we thought we might also propose to the readers
of Comboni Mission, to join us in this venture of prayer for all
peoples during the missionary month of October, by praying
with us and by inviting others to pray.
I am sure that most readers will be familiar with the mis-

sionary rosary and I would say that this is a very Combonian
prayer. Or perhaps it is more accurate to say, that Comboni’s
intuitions about the role of Mary in evangelization, and in-
deed some of the prayers he uttered to her, are still very
pertinent in the context of our world today. We can still feel
at home with some of the prayers that Comboni himself ut-
tered to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.
Daniel Comboni was a great man of prayer who believed

and often said that the power of prayer is the strength of the
missionary. 
He was also very devoted to Our Lady and in his day he at-

tributed to her some beautiful names and titles such as:

“Invoke her as Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart...”

By Anne Marie Quigg, Comboni Misionary

Morning star of Light for Africans, Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, Precious Comfort of the Missionary, Rainbow
of peace and reconciliation, Regeneratrix of the human race,
Queen of Nigrizia, Guide on our journeys, Everything for us
after Jesus. 
But, beyond the titles he attributed to our Blessed Mother,

he considered her to be the key to gaining the salvation of
the African peoples. 
In a circular letter to all the Religious and Lay members of

the Vicariate of Central Africa, he wrote in October 1875:
“Jesus says to all: If you want to enter my heart and share

in grace and  in my blessing, have recourse to Mary and
through her you will have access to me. Invoke her as Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and she will comfort you...
Yes, let us follow... Our Lady of the Sacred Heart and soon

Central Africa will find its Saviour, Jesus ...
From her, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we hope

for help, means and graces in order to be able to establish
and implant in this land of Central Africa the glorious stan-
dard of the adored Cross of Jesus Christ.”  
“Through her, we enter into the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus;

through her we know Jesus Christ; through her we partici-
pate in the Redemption, in the graces, merits and inheritance
of Jesus Christ our Saviour ...”  (W.3995-3998)
It was this conviction of St. Daniel Comboni that led him to

consecrate himself and his Vicariate of Central Africa to Our
Lady. The prayer with which he did so, can become our own
today as we ask Mary to reveal her Son to those who do not
yet know Him.
And so, what better way to pray for the peoples of all the

continents of the world, than through the missionary rosary
and through some of the words of prayer proposed by Com-
boni in the act of consecration to Our Lady:

Filled with trust in your maternal compassion, we turn to
you, Mary. 
We seek refuge beneath your powerful protection, 
certain that you will console us. 
Grant our prayers and dry 
the tears of so many of 
your children...
Arise then, O Mary, as 
Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, 
Arise and come to 
our aid..
In you, after Jesus, 
we place all our hopes...
May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be everywhere beloved.
Praised and blessed 
be Our Lady of the 
Sacred heart in every tongue”   
(W.4004 05)
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ple lost their lives. The USA Presidents,
Carter and Reagan, invested their military
might in this cruel and repressive civil war
as allies of the Junta Government.
Against the background of such dis-

graceful and cruel barbaric fratricide, the
elected 1977 Archbishop of San Salvador,
known as fairly traditional, Oscar Romero
was appointed to this See. To say the least,
many clergy were deeply disappointed and
feared he would dampen Liberation Theol-
ogy’s preferential option for the poor. To
the surprise of so many, he soon became a
shepherd with the vociferous roar of a lion.
The assassination of Fr. Rutilio Grande, a Je-
suit friend in 12/3/1977, left an indelible
impression on him. From thereafter, he de-
nounced injustice in all its shapes and sizes
so evident in his native beloved country.   
He began to make the maximum use of

the Catholic Radio Station in the capital.
Unambiguously, he broadcasted: “The
Church would betray its own love for
God and its fidelity to the Gospel if it
stopped being… a defender of the
rights of the poor…a humanizer of
every legitimate struggle to achieve a
more just society…that prepares the
way for the true reign of God in his-
tory.” 

“The great need today is for Chris-
tians who are active and critical, who
don’t accept situations without
analysing them inwardly and deeply.
We no longer want masses of people
like those who have been trifled with
for so long. We want persons like
fruitful fig trees, who say ‘yes’ to jus-
tice and ‘no’ to injustice.”
In a land of such warfare he easily re-

alised that peace is the product of justice
and love. He himself said: “God is not
satisfied with appearance. God wants
the garment of justice. God wants his
Christians dressed in love.”
Today San Romero is a recognised saint

and martyr. He is so because he perceived
in his own words:
“There are many things that can

only be seen through the eyes that
have cried”.
God only knows how many times his

heart was broken beyond words. He must
have smelt the bloody odour of his sheep
as they were being slaughtered merci-
lessly… 
Without doubt, he cried. 
How often saints and martyrs strongly

believe in the Jesus who suffered and
cried.

Oscar Romero, now recognised as
saint, martyr and “San Romero of
South America”, was born August

15th, 1917 and assassinated March 24th,
1980 in the capital city of El Salvador. He
was/will be canonized on 14th October in
St. Peter’s Square, Rome by the Latin
American born Pope Francis. This El Sal-
vadoran is already one of the ten twentieth
century martyrs displayed in statues above
the Great West Door of Westminster
Abbey, London. The Protestants got there
before us Roman Catholics in officially
recognising this great man of God who be-
came the fearless voice of the voiceless in
his native land.
Very tragically, El Salvador witnessed a

civil war that raged between a military gov-
ernment and left-wing groups collectively
called the Farabundo Marti National Liber-
ation Front (FMLN) from 1979 to 1992.For
over these dozen long years the military
dictatorship committed heinous crimes of
mass murder, torture, executions and were
responsible for countless people who mys-
teriously disappeared. The FMLN also
violated the human rights of its people but
never to the extent of the so-called Revo-
lutionary Government Junta of El Salvador.
It is estimated that more than 75,000 peo-

SAN ROMERO

by Fr John Clark mccj



16 Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

The Lord offers “true life, the
happiness for which we were
created”, not to isolated individ-

uals, but to the whole People, because
“We are never completely ourselves
unless we belong to a people” (R n°
6). At its core, holiness “consists in
uniting ourselves to the Lord’s death
and resurrection in a unique and per-
sonal way, constantly dying and rising
anew with him”, and “reproducing in
our own lives various aspects of Jesus’
earthly life: his hidden life, his life in
community, his closeness to the out-
cast, his poverty and other ways in
which he showed his self-sacrificing
love” (R n° 20). Therefore, the contri-
bution of “genius of woman” is
essential and it is interesting, under-
lines the Pope, that just “in times
when women tended to be most ig-
nored or overlooked,” their
attractiveness produced new spiritual
vigor and important reforms in the
Church”. Francis mentions Saint
Hildegard of Bingen, Saint Bridget,
Saint Catherine of Siena, Saint Teresa
of Avila and Saint Thérèse of Lisieux (R
n° 6).
Going deeper in his topic, the Pope

states that no one can understand
“Christ apart from the kingdom he
came to bring, so too your personal
mission is inseparable from the build-
ing of that kingdom”. Holiness,
therefore, “involves a commitment to
build with him that kingdom of love,
justice and universal peace” (R n°
25), because “life does not have a mis-
sion, but is a mission” (R n° 27). The
most beautiful example is Josephine
Bakhita, “abducted and sold into slav-

ery at the tender age of seven”, she
understood “the profound truth that
God, and not man, is the true Master
of every human being, of every human
life” (R n° 32).
Two temptations are interposed

on the path of holiness and com-
mitment to Justice and Peace,
Gnosticism and Pelagianism. The
first is “the temptation to turn the
Christian experience into a set of in-
tellectual exercises that distance us
from the freshness of the Gospel” (R
n° 46), the second is the temptation to
“trust only in one's powers”, feeling
superior to others, thinking “that all
things are possible by the human will,
as if it were something pure, perfect,
all-powerful” (R n° 49). In the opposite
way, we need “to acknowledge jubi-

lantly that our life is essentially a gift,
and recognize that our freedom is a
given grace. This is not easy today, in a
world that thinks it can keep some-
thing for itself, the fruits of its own
creativity or freedom” (R n° 55). There
are still now some Christians who pur-
sue “an obsession with the law, an
absorption with social and political ad-
vantages, a punctilious concern for
the Church’s liturgy, doctrine and
prestige, a vanity about the ability to
manage practical matters, and an ex-
cessive concern with programs of
self-help and personal fulfillment” (R
n° 57). Jesus. however, showed the
path “that gives us two faces, or better
yet, one only: the face of God re-
flected in so many other. For in every
one of our brothers and sisters, espe-

The Beatitudes, 
“Christian’s identity card”

(Part 1)

By John Paul Pezzi, Mccj

Pope Francis has just published an Apostolic Exhortation on “The call to holiness
in today’s world”. Does such a call have something to say for commitment in the
field of justice and peace? It seems that from the beginning this is the context that
Pope Francis keeps in mind starting by saying: “Rejoice and be glad, Jesus tells

those persecuted or humiliated for his sake.” (R n° 1).
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cially the least, the most vulnerable,
the defenseless and those in need,
God’s very image is found” (GEn° 61).
In reality, holiness is then the search
for the Kingdom and commitment to
Justice and Peace.
“There can be any number of theo-

ries about what constitutes holiness”,
continues the Pope, but why not
“turning to Jesus’ words and seeing
his way of teaching the truth”? Jesus
explained “what it means to be holy
when he gave us the Beatitudes,” a
Christian’s identity card (R n° 63).

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven”. The rich feel secure in their
wealth, and think that, if that wealth is
threatened, the whole meaning of
their earthly life can collapse. Wealth
ensures nothing. The opposite! Luke
does not speak of poverty of spirit  but
simply of those who are poor. He in-
vites us to live a plain and austere life
so to share in the life of those most in
need, the life lived by the Apostles and
Jesus “who, though rich, made himself
poor”. “Being poor of heart: that is ho-
liness” (R n° 67-70).

“Blessed are the meek, for they
will inherit the earth.” Ours is a
world of conflict, disputes and enmity
on all sides, where we constantly pi-

finding authentic happiness. Such per-
sons are unafraid to share in the
suffering of others; they do not flee
from painful situations. They discover
the meaning of life by coming to the
aid of those who suffer, understanding
their anguish and bringing relief.
“Knowing how to mourn with others:
that is holiness.” (R n° 75-76).

“Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled”. There are those
who desire justice and yearn for right-
eousness with similar intensity. They
will be satisfied, for sooner or later jus-
tice will come. Not the justice that the
world gives, often mired in corrup-
tion, ensnared in the daily politics
of quid pro quo, where everything be-
comes business. How many people
suffer injustice, standing by power-
lessly, while others give up fighting for
real justice and opt to follow in the
train of the winners. This has nothing
to do with the hunger and thirst for
justice that Jesus praises. True justice
comes about in people’s lives when
they themselves are just in their deci-
sions; it is expressed in their pursuit of
justice for the poor and the weak.
“Hungering and thirsting for right-
eousness: that is holiness” (R n°
77-79).

Blessed are those who mourne.

geonhole others on the basis of their
ideas, their customs and even their
way of speaking or dressing. It is the
reign of pride and vanity, where each
person thinks he or she has the right
to dominate others. Jesus calls us to
learn from him, for he is “gentle and
humble of heart”, and also to find rest
for our souls. If we are constantly
upset and impatient, we will end up
drained and weary. Let us regard the
faults and limitations with tenderness
and meekness, without an air of supe-
riority, and stop wasting our energy on
useless complaining. Let's defend our
faith mildly and with kindness. Meek-
ness is yet another expression of the
interior poverty. The meek “shall in-
herit the earth”, for they will see God’s
promises accomplished in their lives.
“Reacting with meekness and humil-
ity: that is holiness.” (R n° 71-74).

“Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted”. The
world proposes entertainment, pleas-
ure, diversion and escape to keep in
with the good life. The world has no
desire to mourn; it would rather dis-
regard painful situations, cover them
up or hide them. Instead, a person
who sees things as they truly are and
sympathizes with pain and sorrow is
capable of touching life’s depths and
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The church faces huge challenges in presenting the Gospel message to the
young. The Comboni missionaries are engaged in this ministry and as part
of their outreach to youth Fr Ruben, in Dublin, presents an invitation to pray,
meditate and live the gospel message. Here we hope is the first in the series

of our presentations of his reflections: ‘Ear of your heart.’

Your Son’s word so that I may believe 
And by believing I may be transformed 
And have life to the full. 
Amen

‘LECTIO DIVINA’
1. Read the Gospel of John 1:29-

34; read the text slowly and listen
attentively with the ‘ear of your
heart’. What word, sentence or
phrase stands out for you? 

2. Reflect: read the text again and
pay attention to what touches
you; why is it meaningful for you.
What thought or reflection comes
to you.  

3. Respond: read the text again but
this time respond spontaneously

to the word of God. In other
words, make a dialogue with God
that comes from within you. What
gift does this text lead me to ask
for from the Lord?

4. Stay with the Word: read the
text a final time and rest in the
word. Allow God to speak to you
in deep silence. Don’t say
anything just listen to God’s
words. What is He saying?

5. Take now the word, sentence
or phase, into your daily
life/activity; allow it to become
part of you. Always listen to it,
reflect on it, pray over it and rest
on it as time allows during the day.
Then allow the Word lead you
action. 

Introduction:
This series of the “Lectio Divina” will
be on the Gospel of St John which will
help us to reflect upon the themes of
Faith, Knowledge and Commitment to
Jesus the Son of God. The aim of this
series is to allow Jesus talk to us
through various characters he meets
in his life, so that, we too can be
persuaded to believe and to know him
more deeply in order to commit
ourselves entirely to him, and to grow
more and more in our relationship
with him and the Father.  

Initial Prayer
Lord God, 
Help me to be docile to see and hear  

Ear of your heart
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Concluding your ‘Lectio Divina’ with
the ‘Our Father’…  

Reflection
Introduction: One of the purposes
of John’s Gospel is to persuade the
Johannine community to believe or to
encourage continuing belief in Jesus
the Messiah, the Son of God. We are
invited to be opened to receive his
message so that we too may believe
and that believing we may have life in
his name (20:31). Believing is the first
attitude of Jesus’ discipleship and by
believing we come to know him more
deeply, and by knowing him we may
commit ourselves entirely to him as
his true disciples. 
Central Message: “Look there is

the Lamb of God that takes away the
sins of the World. This is the one I
spoke of…He existed before me…He
who sent me to baptize with water…I
saw the Spirit come down from
heaven like a dove…I have seen and I
am the witness that he is the Chosen
One of God”. 

Main points:
1. “There is the Lamb of God

that takes away the sins of the
world”: as John the Baptist
singled out Jesus to his disciples
to be the Lamb of God, he was
referring to the Old Testament
texts: “the sacrificial Lamb for the
expiation of people’s sins” (Lev
14), and the Servant of the Lord
who is compared to the Lamb
bearing the sins of all and
interceding for sinners (Is 53:7-
12). The beginning of the Exodus
and liberation of the people of
Israel from the Egyptians a lamb

reshaping, restoring God’s image
in human nature. He
communicates life, but life to the
full (Jn. 10:10). 

Some questions for our
reflection:
1. Do you recognize the working

of the Holy Spirit in you?
How?

2. How creative are your
relationships as opposed to
destructive?  

3. How do you see your
life/image being restored?

“Lectio Divina”, a Latin term, means
“divine reading” and describes a way
of reading the Scriptures. Open
ourselves to what God wants to say to
us.

was slaughtered in the first
Passover feast whose blood was
used to sign the doors as a symbol
of liberation (Ex 12:13-14), and
ever since the Jews continue to
celebrate that day as the saving
Passover of the Lord. But now
Jesus the Servant of God is the
true Lamb that replaces the
Paschal Lamb who liberates God’s
people from the slavery of sin and
death by sacrificing himself as a
ransom for all.  

2. “He existed before me…He is
the chosen one of God”: this
text refers to the existence of
Jesus before any created being.
He is referred to as God’s
Wisdom/Word who was with God
from eternity. John the Baptist
recognizes that he precedes him
and that he had been sent to
announce his coming and so
preparing his way. He knows that
he is only the voice and not the
Word. He has seen and is witness
to the ultimate truth that Jesus is
the “Chosen One of God” so that
we too may believe and by
believing having eternal life (Jn.
3:16).   

3. “I saw the Spirit come down
from heaven like a dove”: this
reminds us of the beginning of
Creation where “God’s Spirit
hovered over the waters” (Gen
1:2) which described the creating
action of God the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit over all Creation, it’s a
creative relationship that
generates life. Jesus will continue
to do “what he sees his Father
doing” (Jn 5:19): re-creating,

Any Questions? Keep in touch!
Contact me at:

ruben@comboniyouth.org
Father Rubén Padilla Rocha
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One of our London Province’s
members, Fr John Clark, took
part in this meeting and has
passed on a brief summary of its
important conclusions. It is
mainly directed at our Comboni
communities but can also be
applied to families, parishes and
many others engaged in work for
social justice issues.

Dear Friends,
Peace from the European Assembly of
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of
Creation (JPIC) held in the commu-
nity of Brixen, Germany on June 18-21
for the purpose of having a European
project of missionary presence that
will have JPIC as its core.
These were three days of intense

sharing on the European Union (EU)
which unfortunately these days is the
victim of a dark wave of racism and
xenophobia from Hungary to Italy.
Together we analyzed the EU that is

currently one of the sustaining pillars
of the world’s economic-financial sys-
tem with the enrichment of a few and
the impoverishment of many. For this
reason, this system must arm itself to
the teeth and wage wars in order to
protect its privileged position and ex-
ploitation. The Ecosystem of the
Planet Earth that “suffers and
moans through its labor pains,” is
paying the price. Ours is a system of
death, killing through hunger, wars
and the destruction of the Planet. The
consequence is the migration of un-
told millions of men and women (it is
no longer an emergency, but the very
structure of the system) that Europe
rejects by projecting our borders into
Turkey, Libya and Niger.
Sadly, at least 34,361 migrants have

died in the Mediterranean (according
to the Guardian we know their
names). We as missionaries cannot ac-
cept all this, because it clashes against Fr John Clark at the JPIC meeting in Germany

A working party in discussion

all that we believe in: The God of life
who gave us Jesus so that we may all
have “life, and life in abundance”
not only in Heaven, but already here
on earth. This is why we missionaries
are bound to denounce the current
world system. For us Europe is mis-
sion land, with a mission that must
incarnate a serious commitment to
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Cre-
ation (JPIC). Our Chapter says that
much: “JPIC is an important way
to requalify our missionary pres-
ence” (CA 2015, 45, 3&5) in Europe

as we do mission. This assembly
strongly underlines that this is what
our being mission in Europe must be.
However, in all this it is not enough

to denounce the pervading injustice,
the enormous military expenses with
ever newer wars and the grave eco-
logical crisis. We, ourselves, must live
as communities that are alternative to
the system and must commit to help
the creation of communities that are,
in turn, an alternative to the system
and are life giving.

Brixen, June 21, 2018

Comboni Missionaries
European Assembly Of JPIC
Brixen/Bressanone, Germany



Comboni Mission • Autumn 2018 21

tention Centres while their cases are
reviewed.  Having fled from terrible
hardship in their own countries, they
face months or even years of demor-
alising confinement while they await a
decision on their right to stay.  This
year’s talk was, understandably, quite
political.  However, as our Provincial,
Father Martin Devenish, explained,
the Comboni Missionaries are provid-
ing support in their home countries
and it was felt that part of our mission
must be to continue that support
when they find themselves desper-
ately in need of spiritual succour here
in the UK.
After the talk, we celebrated a joyful

Mass in honour of the Sacred Heart.

In his homily, Father Franco told us
how Jesus had revealed his heart to St.
Margaret Mary Alacoque and how St.
Daniel Comboni had been present at
her beatification in Rome in 1864.  It
was there that St. Daniel decided to
dedicate his Missionary Society to the
protection of the Sacred Heart and
was inspired to write a “Plan for the
Regeneration of Africa” by involving
Africans themselves.
We then enjoyed a relaxing hour in

each other’s company over an excel-
lent lunch. This year we were
serenaded by Angelo & Rob on gui-
tars, adding to the convivial
atmosphere.  
There was much laughter and cries

of ‘fix’ as our fun raffle was drawn and
two of the prizes were won by people
on the same table.  We also drew the
winners for our formal raffle - the
names of the winners are on the Mis-
sion Office Newsletter.  Our
congratulations to all & thanks to
everyone who bought tickets.
The day was brought to a close with

everyone gathering in the chapel to
pray the rosary, to spend time with the
Blessed Sacrament and join in Bene-
diction.
We have already started planning for

next year’s Open Day and look for-
ward to seeing as many of you there as
possible!

On yet another glorious sunny
day, we gathered once again
to celebrate the work of the

Comboni Missionaries, and to thank
you, our generous benefactors, for
their wonderful support.
We were delighted to see so many of

our friends from previous years and it
was so nice to meet those who had
joined us for the first time, who were
firm friends by the end of the day.
This year’s sunshine encouraged even
more people to attend and there were
almost 90 of us!
As always, the staff at Leeds Trinity

University had everything in place to
make our day a happy and successful
one.  As people arrived, they were able
to take their refreshments in the
courtyard and greet one another as
members of one big family.
This year’s speaker was Father Louis

Kouevi, a Comboni Missionary priest
who has worked for many years in the
Congo before coming to London to
continue his missionary work with
refugees from Africa and South Amer-
ica.  After a few technical difficulties,
he was able to show us photographs
of the practical ways that our priests
support the poorest in Africa – not
only spiritually, but financially and
even physically helping to build
schools and churches.
Father Louis then went on to ex-

plain the situation of those seeking
refuge in the UK, who are held in De-

Leeds Open Day 2018

Fr Louis during his talk

Su Goodyear, Mission Office Administrator
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ENGLAND

Comboni Mission138 Carmyle AvenueGLASGOWG32 8DL
SCOTLAND

Dear Fr,
Having read some of the Comboni
Mission magazine, I feel appalled at
the situation in South Sudan and
other places. The media seem to
ignore and don’t do anything about
it. I enclose a cheque for €2,000
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towards giving some assistance to
these poor people.
There is no need to acknowledge

as I know the Comboni missionaries
will make well use of it.

A friend,
Co. Kilkenny.

Dear Fr,
You asked me how I came to hear
about the Comboni Mission
magazine.
Well, the first time I heard about

you was 15th. April 1948 when a
missionary Verona Father knocked

South Sudan children
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Reggie Donnelly

Reggie loading up for Bosnia

at my door. I was very down at that
moment just having lost my baby
Anna Maria born on the 5th. April
1948
Fr de Marchi consoled me in my

sorrow and it was then that I started
to support the Comboni Mission. I
came to know the missionary very
well as you know I am from Belluno,
Northern Italy. I came to Italy in
1946 and by the grace of God I had
10 children – 4 sons and 6
daughters and 19 grandchildren and
17 great grandchildren. Please do
not ask if they are all practicing!
They are good people but do not

have much faith. I have done my
best and leave the rest to the Lord.
Please pray for me and my family

as I am 92 years of age and I live in
Brighton.

Dear Fr Ruben,
I enclose my donation as I have
received some offerings from
generous parishioners and friends.
All I ask is that you missionaries pray
for me and my intentions.
I am a retired priest, 87 years old,

of the Archdiocese of Dublin, having
served in many parishes for over 60
years.
I originally wanted to be a

missionary with the Kiltegan Fathers
but was not accepted for health
reasons.
I was inspired to read of the great

work for God and his children by
the Comboni missionaries in your
magazine ‘Comboni Mission ‘. 
God bless all the Comboni
missionaries!

Fr. C. McGllicuddy,
Dublin.

Reggie, A man of with a
heart of compassion.
Reggie Donnelly was an Irish West
Belfast man with a heart of
compassion plus faith who believed
in the power of prayer. He died on
Easter Saturday (31/3/2018) in
Belfast Royal Infirmary Hospital
after a long illness. He was 78 and
his deceased wife, Theresa nee
Neeson, reared six children and
fostered others.  Due to his never

ending charity appeals, he could not
stop working for the poor, providing
lorry loads of toys and clothes to be
transported to needy children and
many suffering families from the
Balkans in the Bosnian War (1992-
1995). At the festive Christmas
Season he earned the nick name of
“Reggie, the Operation Santa
Charity Worker”.
“His generosity and kindness

spoke volumes.
“He wanted to do, he wanted to

help, he wanted to give and he
did…he always thought of others. “ 
These are the words of his

brother-in-law, Father Patrick
Neeson who preached at his
Requiem Mass.  Reggie even
brought casualties of the Bosnian
War to Ireland where doctors
offered their services free of charge.  
Later he became well known for

his pilgrimages to Medjugorje. 
Six times every year he used to fly
out hundreds of Northern Ireland
pilgrims to the famous Albanian
Marian Shrine.
Indeed, this former milkman, fish

and chip fryer and baker, was a
tremendous inspiration to so many
people, including myself whom I
had known personally for over
nearly fifty years. He had a great
love for the missionary church over-
seas. I know from well-founded
sources how he helped financially
several priests struggling abroad. 
He was definitely a man with a big

heart, never thinking of himself, but
always of others.
May Reggie rest in peace and rise

in glory.

Obituary by
Fr J, Clark mccj  



Contact your mission office in Leeds (for England and Wales), Dublin (for Ireland),
or Glasgow (for Scotland) and ask for details and application forms.

The�Holy�Redeemer
Perpetual�Mass�Guild

Holy Mass is celebrated every day for all members, living and dead.
Quality Membership Certificates in full colour, mounted in beautiful folders,
make an excellent gift, or a gesture of condolence, or simply a reminder of

spiritual union with our missionaries. Certificates will,
on request, be sent directly to those you wish to receive them.

Don’t Forget your Deceased Loved Ones
in this Year’s November Masses.

Why not have them remembered the whole year round, too!

Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk

www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.combonimissionaries.ie

www.southworld.net
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