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From the Editor b y Fr John Downey mccj
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Passing from year 2019 to year 2020 is 
time to reciprocate good wishes. Leaving 
behind is never easy – a bereavement, a 

friend, good memories there remains with us 
a certain nostalgia and sadness that tugs at our 
heartstrings. Then there arrives and attract us 
the thought of the NEW, the Mysterious. It is 
the coming year, full of new resolutions and 
expectations. Perhaps things will get better – 
better health, better relationships and most of 
all endless happiness!

These might be our thoughts appearing in 
our wistful and hopeful dreams. Yet we know 
they can become true for us - those near to us 
and far away: the thousands of cold, shivering 
men, women and children condemned to be 
cast out through our coldness and selfi shness 
of spirit.  We recall the abandoned 39 refugees 
left to die alone and in suffering in the back of 
an ice-cold container, pawns in the hands of 
voracious smugglers. The terrible horrors 
perpetrated in Syria, and so many abandoned 
people of the THIRD WORLD! The massive 
increase of persecutions and killings of 
Christians in many countries, in particular 
Nigeria, at the hands of Boko Haram. Nameless 
and ignored by the West. We pray that things 
can only get fairer and more humane for all.

Let us thank and praise our Creator for all 
good things and implore his understanding to 
face up to challenges and diffi culties!

Our Winter magazine brings many good 
things: we rejoice at Pope Francis’s calling of 
the Amazonian Synod to bring more love and 
compassion to the marginalised and long-

suffering people of that vast region. Not only 
the forests! You can read and pray over this 
immense challenge in Fr Clark’s thoughtful 
contribution. Meditate on Sr. Anne Quigg’s 
moving meditation on Comboni’s adoration at 
Bethlehem. May ours, like Comboni, be also 
sincere. We welcome two new colleagues who 
have come to put their shoulders to the wheel 
and further our mission here in these Isles 
Again, welcome and happy ministry! Many are 
the stories and calls for all of us to be as Pope 
Francis reminds us: “Missionary Disciples”!

And last, but not least, to our readers, 
friends and benefactors – to all the good, 
devout people and priests we have met in 
Ireland, Scotland and England, on our Mission 
Appeals - May you enjoy a Happy and Blessed 
Christmas and a truly Happy New Year!

Farewell and Welcome 
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After three weeks of intensive lively 
debate, many months of discus-
sion and innumerable meetings, 

the serious need for an indigenous church 
at the very heart of distinctive indigenous 
cultures became so evident. For the very 
fi rst time Amazonia occupied the Centre 
stage of the Catholic Church. In these 
days the Amazonian Church undoubtedly 
drew nearer to the very heart of the Uni-
versal Church. In the context of the 
present ecological crises, caring for our 
common home and defending the earth 
where we live has become so vital.

The document published on 26th Octo-
ber, 2019, consists of fi ve chapters with an 
introduction and conclusion. The major 
themes raised are mission, inculturation, 
integral ecology, defence of the Indige-
nous Peoples, an Amazonian liturgical 
rite, the role of women and new minis-
tries.

in harmony with nature, maintaining in 
community a universal fraternity. They 
acknowledge God as their creator with-
out separating God and life. Theology, 
science and life are all interrelated. As 
people of Amazonia, they know what suf-
fering, tribulation and violence are all 
about. Climate change has had indelible 
consequences for them. Forced and dis-
placed migration has seen hordes of 
people fl eeing to the slums of towns and 
cities. The blood of the martyrs-indige-
nous and non-indigenous, has profusely 
been shed.

Chapter Two underlines the essential 
missionary nature of the Church in Ama-
zonia. She is to be the Good Samaritan, 
attentive to the wounds of peoples 
robbed of their land and identity, always 
with the Magdalene joy of the Resurrec-
tion. Religious congregations are strongly 
urged to send personnel to the many dis-
tant Amazonian missionary outposts.

Ecumenical and interreligious dialogue 
are important instruments for evangeliz-
ing Amazonia. It is necessary to have a 
profound knowledge of indigenous reli-
gions and cultures. Meetings, study and 
dialogue form part of this work. A devel-
oped pastoral ministry is to be fostered as 
Amazonians evangelize Amazonians. 

A call for renewed and courageous 
youth ministry was made. Young people 
challenge the Church. Pastoral work in 
the towns and cities has become an ur-
gent priority. Many indigenous people are 
left without paid jobs, live in wretched 
housing conditions, lack possibilities to 
study and live without medical assistance.

Chapter Three stresses the need for 
“cultural conversion”. Amazon Peoples 
have their rich wisdom so evident in how 
they live together and in their integrated 
cosmovision. The Church must stand by 
them through thick and thin as she fully 
supports their inalienable rights to their 
lands and self-determination. The con-

All chapters deal with integral con-
version at pastoral, social, cultural and 
ecological levels. Pastorally, the Church 
always needs to try and improve her inter-
action with the thirty-three million people 
in the nine Amazon countries, of whom 
two and a half million are Indigenous Peo-
ple. Culturally, she must strive to respect 
differences that exist, avoiding divisions 
and unnecessary tensions. Ecologically, 
the world is realizing that exploitation, 
pollution and contamination of the Ama-
zon is extremely grave. At this Synod, the 
participants carefully listened and re-
spectfully dialogued as they prayed to the 
Holy Spirit for discernment. They certain-
ly left the Amazonia Synod with great 
hope and much courage.

Chapter 0ne highlights “integral con-
version” which advocates a simple and 
sober lifestyle. “Buen Vivir” (good living) 
is so real for Indigenous Peoples who live 

are important instruments for evangeliz-
ing Amazonia. It is necessary to have a 
profound knowledge of indigenous reli-
gions and cultures. Meetings, study and 
dialogue form part of this work. A devel-
oped pastoral ministry is to be fostered as 
Amazonians evangelize Amazonians. 

youth ministry was made. Young people 
challenge the Church. Pastoral work in 
the towns and cities has become an ur-
gent priority. Many indigenous people are 
left without paid jobs, live in wretched 
housing conditions, lack possibilities to 
study and live without medical assistance.

“cultural conversion”. Amazon Peoples 
have their rich wisdom so evident in how 
they live together and in their integrated 
cosmovision. The Church must stand by 
them through thick and thin as she fully 
supports their inalienable rights to their 
lands and self-determination. The con-The Amazon Basin

An Indigenous Church
with an Indigenous 

Face and Heart

by Fr. John Clark mccj
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structions of megaprojects without 
consultation with indigenous populations 
are to be denounced nationally and inter-
nationally.

In answer to the question of contact 
with the 130 groups of isolated indige-
nous people in Amazonia, national 
governments must protect their rights to 
their lands and identities.

An Amazonian liturgy
To incarnate the Gospel in indigenous 
cultures, room must be given for develop-
ing indigenous theologies and indigenous 
expressions of popular piety, paying at-
tention to avoid “proselytism” or 
“colonial-style” evangelization. New forms 
of indigenous education with careful at-
tention being paid to indigenous 
traditions, languages, beliefs are encour-
aged. Traditional medical practices, 
improved medical attention and educa-
tion programs are to form part of a 
Pan-Amazonia Church Communication 
Network. 

In Chapter Four for the Amazon Syn-
od an integral “ecological conversion” is 
an absolute must. The Christian faith de-
mands we unambiguously condemn the 

disregard for indigenous peoples’ human 
rights. Social and ecological damages bla-
tantly warn us that new models of 
development research for alternative 
ways of generating greener energies, if we 
are to avoid catastrophic consequences. 
Ecological conversion and the defense of 
life in the Amazon are a clarion call to 
“unlearn, learn, and relearn” in order to 
overcome any inclination to resort to col-
onizing models.

“Ecological sin is defi ned as omission 
against God, against one’s neighbor, the 
community, the environment.” Future 
generations cannot be forgotten. A global 
fund could be started in order to help 
Amazonian communities to protect them-
selves against national and multinational 
companies.

New forms of generating green energy 
that curtail CO2 emissions produced by 
fossil fuels are to be encouraged.  Access 
to drinkable water for all is a basic human 
right. Planting trees, eating less meat and 
fi sh are recommended.

It was proposed that organizations like 
CELAM, CLAR, Caritas, REPAM, Bishop 
Conferences, Catholic Universities and 
non -church entities work together and 

establish an Amazon Socio-Pastoral Of-
fi ce.

Pastoral Conversion
Lastly, Chapter Five talks about “synodal 
conversion” which in the spirit of dia-
logue, listening and discerning is to move 
the Church forward. Interpreting the 
signs of the time under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. Synodality is about co-re-
sponsibility and the ministry of all. The 
laity are “privileged actors”. Their partici-
pation in consultation and decision 
making is to be expanded. To enhance 
the visible presence of the church in re-
mote areas, married deacons could be 
ordained priests and women made dea-
conesses. A universal opinion is to be 
sought on such matters. Women are to be 
given further recognition as leaders of the 
church where they operate. Work is to be 
carried out resizing vast areas of Pan-Ama-
zonia. Setting up an Amazonian Catholic 
University, developing an Amazonian li-
turgical rite, biblical translations were 
discussed.

Finally, the work of the Synod was put 
under the protection of Our Lady of the 
Amazon.

A great deal of hard work lies ahead. 
Sailing up the Amazon River through dif-
ferent Amazon countries, both Indigenous 
Peoples and Church leaders with pastoral 
agents must navigate patiently and tena-
ciously As someone like myself who spent 
several years in Brazil’s Amazon Basin, I 
fi rmly believe we have to let the trees 
stand and the waters fl ow….knowing full 
well Indigenous People can stand on their 
own two feet and teach us how to better 
care for our common home. On our part, 
in Pope Francis’ words: “The cry of the 
earth and the aborigines of the Amazon 
is the cry of the Church”.

establish an Amazon Socio-Pastoral Of-
fi ce.

Pastoral Conversion
Lastly, 
conversion” which in the spirit of dia-
logue, listening and discerning is to move 
the Church forward. Interpreting the 
signs of the time under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. Synodality is about co-re-
sponsibility and the ministry of all. The 
laity are “privileged actors”. Their partici-
pation in consultation and decision 
making is to be expanded. To enhance 

An Amazonian celebration manifesting an Amazonian face Ecological conversion a must

Participants at Synod
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by Fr Ruben Padilla mccj

Initial Prayer
Father,
Thank you for sending us 
Your first Missionary to the world, your 
Son Jesus,
Who lived like us and among us  
And who rescued us from the power of 
Sin and death to lead us to You Father, 
The fullness of life.
Amen.

‘LECTIO DIVINA’
1.  Read the texts Luke 1:26-38 and 

2:1-20; and Matthew 2:1-12, read 
them slowly and listen attentively 
with the ‘ear of your heart’. What 
word, sentence or phrase stands out 
for you? [spend 2 min of silence]

2.  Reflect: read the texts again and pay 
attention to what touches you; why is 
it meaningful for you. What thought 
or reflection comes to you.   
 [spend 2 min of silence]

3.  Respond: read the texts again but this 
time respond spontaneously to the 

word of God. In other words, make a 
dialogue with God with what comes 
from within you. What gift do these 
texts lead you to ask for from the 
Lord? [spend 2 min of silence]

4.  Stay with the Word: read the texts a 
final time and rest in the word. Allow 
God to speak to you in deep silence. 
Don’t say anything just listen to God’s 
words. What is He saying?  
[spend 5 min of silence]

5.  Take now the word, sentence or 
phase, into your daily life/activity; 
allow it to become part of you. Always 
listen to it, reflect on it, pray over it 
and rest on it as time allows during 
the day. Then allow the Word lead you 
action. 

Conclude your ‘Lectio Divina’ with the 
‘Our Father’...

Reflection: in the month of October 
Pope Francis invited all Christians to take 
to heart the proclamation of the Good 
News, Jesus Christ, that in him forgive-

ness triumphs over sin, life defeats death 
and love conquers fear. This is to be 
proclaimed with renewed faith and great 
joy just like Mary, the Shepherds and the 
Magi did and who became disciples and 
missionaries of Jesus. We are also call to 
be disciples and missionaries of Jesus 
ready to share the joy of his Gospel.   

Central Message: The Angel Gabriel 
said to Mary: “Rejoice, you who enjoy 
God’s favour, the Lord is with you!” …
Do not be afraid; you have won God’s 
favour. You are to conceive and bear a 
son, and you must name him Jesus” 
(Luke 128-32). “The Shepherds were 
terrified, but the angel said, “Do not be 
afraid. Look, I bring you news of great 
joy, a joy to be shared by the whole 
people. Today in the town of David a 
Saviour has been born to you; He is 
Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:9-12). The 
Magi said: “We saw his star as it rose 
and have come to do him homage…
and the sight of the star filled them 
with delight, and going into the house 
they saw the child with his mother 

Lectio Introduction: Our Lectio Divina in this issue focuses on the theme of Christmas “a 
missionary event per excellence”. We will take two texts from the Gospel of Luke 1:26-38 and 

2:1-20; and one from the Gospel of Mathew 2:1-12. They are three scenes which tell us about the 
annunciation of the birth of Christ and about the commitment (Mission) of sharing what has been heard, 
seen and touched. We are invited to contemplate the scenes and allow ourselves to be touched by what 
possibly went on in the minds and hearts of Mary, the Shepherds and the Magi. Perhaps the following 

question will help to focus the scenes: What would you say and do if you were in their situation?
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Mary, and falling to their knees they 
did him homage”(Matt 2:1-12). 

Main points: 
a) “Rejoice, you who enjoy God’s 
favour, the Lord is with you!” Similar 
greeting was said to some of the proph-
ets like Moses, Jeremiah etc. accompa-
nied with a particular mission according 
to God’s plan of Salvation. Mary dis-
turbed by the greeting tries to under-
stand what these words could mean in 
order to embrace and accept the 
invitation. As practical as she was, she 
wouldn’t just accept any invitation she 
had to ponder what could this imply. But 
the angel noticing her concern said “do 
not be afraid; you have won God’s 
favour”. These words and the explana-
tion of the angel of what was about to 
happen gave her reassurance to accept 
such a mission entrusted to her, be the 
Mother of the Highest. Two main 
attitudes of discipleship emanate from 
Mary, the fi rst is ‘humility’, after receiving 
the message and the explanation given 
by the angel, Mary surrendered herself 
and humbly accepted to be the hand-
maid (servant) of the Lord. It describes 
not only what she is but what she will do, 
to be a servant of others. Jesus will learn 
from her this attitude, in fact he will 
mention it later on “I have come to serve 
and not to be served” (Mt 20, 28). The 
second is ‘obedience’, “let what you 
have said be done to me”; Mary was 
faithful to God’s word throughout her 
life, St Irenaeus said that, “as Eve, by her 
disobedience, caused her own death and 
that of the whole human race, so did the 
Virgin Mary, by her obedience, become 

the cause of her own salvation and of 
that of all mankind.” The same is said of 
Jesus, “because of his obedience he 
saved the world”.
b) The angel, like he did with Mary, 
reassured the shepherds with a clear 
voice “Do not be afraid … I bring you 
news of great joy, a joy to be shared by 
the whole people”. The appearing of the 
angel to Mary, the shepherds and other 
people in the Gospels, was to unveil 
God’s mystery of his incarnation: “Today 
a Saviour has been born to you” the 
expected Messiah; but still he had to be 
discovered because it was not so easy to 
know how he would have come or how 
he would have appeared . So, the angel 
gave them a sign to identify him, “you 
will fi nd him wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger”. The 
shepherds were disturbed by the visit of 
the angel, but they listen attentively the 
message reveal to them. We found in 
them, too, three attitudes of discipleship: 
the fi rst is ‘listening with an open’ heart 
the message of great joy. Secondly, 
‘believing’ without seeing him, but the 
sign given to them marked the beginning 
of their journey of faith towards the 
Saviour. Thirdly, they ‘hurried away’ 
to seek and fi nd the baby, it was an 
immediate reaction as if there was not 
time to waste. As they found the baby 
just as they were told, they repeated to 
those present what they have been told 
about him. They were already minister-
ing as disciples and missionaries of Jesus 
without knowing it. It was Jesus who 
revealed himself to them, they just were 
opened to his revelation and ready to 
receive him. They shared back home full 

of joy all that they have heard and seen. 
They became missionaries of the 
incarnate God.

We fi nd a common  thread in the 
personages of these texts, Mary, the 
shepherds and the Magi, who after 
meeting Jesus their lives were not the 
same, they all changed radically. Mary 
being a virgin became the Mother of the 
Most high and his very fi rst missionary of 
Jesus, giving of her son to the World; the 
shepherds being ignorant of the promis-
es of God became the fi rst believers in 
the God of the incarnation and mission-
aries of the revelation of God in the 
person of Jesus; the wise men from 
being pagans turn believers and mission-
aries carrying out what they saw and 
heard.

Some questions for our refl ection:
1.  Is there a place for Jesus in my 

life?
2.  What signs of God’s presence 

can I see in my life?
3.  What was it that guided me 

through my life?

“Lectio Divina”, a Latin term, means 
“divine reading” and describes a way 
of reading the Scriptures. Open 
ourselves to what God wants to say to 
us.
Any Questions? 
Keep in touch!
Contact me at:
ruben@
comboni-
youth.org
Father Rubén 
Padilla Rocha
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Educating towards
 freedom
 in Malawi

I have been ministering since 2002 in Blantyre, Malawi, carry-
ing out my work with prisoners and in the villages with the 
care of nursery schools.

The prison of Chichiri
In the  prison of Chichiri, on the outskirts of Malawi, there are 1,987 
detainees. In the prison there is a school, starting with the primary 
going up to secondary level. They have had brilliant results and gradu-
ates coming out of this school. The school I like to call ‘roadway to 
change’: if a person applies himself to study and arrives at the leaving 
exams with good results, in the diffi cult conditions of the prison, it 
means that he has rethought his life and wishes to change. At the mo-
ment we have 260 students between primary and secondary levels with 
27 teachers, that is to say prisoners themselves who teach other prison-
ers. We also have 6 offi cials who assist in this formative process.

Fr. Tiziano Laurenti, Comboni 
missionary, presents to our readers 
the inspiring work of Anna Tommasi, 
baptised and sent, for a special 
mission in Malawi. We too are called 
to be mission, wherever we are, 
through our care for each other and 
especially the most abandoned and 
outcast of society

During my last years of missionary service in 
Malawi, I was asked to leave the pastoral care of 
the parish and offer instead my assistance as 
chaplain in seven prisons in the territory of the 
archdiocese of Blantyre.

I already knew the appalling living conditions 
of prisoners in the Country therefore I found my 
new appointment a challenging one as I had to 
spend time with people whose life had been 
marked with crime. My presence was supposed 
to encourage them to rediscover their dignity as 
human beings and never lose hope and faith in 
God’s love and compassion.

When God calls somebody for a mission, he 
provides also the necessary graces to fulfi l it.

And so it happened that I met Anna Tommasi, 
an Italian missionary of FALMI (Franciscan 
Missionaries of Mary Immaculate) consecrated 
women at the service of the Local Church in the 
missions.

Among her many missionary commitments, 
Anna was already assisting prisoners in several 
prisons. In her activities in prisons she was 
always accompanied and assisted by a few men, 
former prisoners, who were able to accompany 
her initiatives.

Together we formed a team for prison ministry 
that soon became a ministry of compassion.

Anna with a volunteer and a mother and childAnna with a volunteer and a mother and child

Fr Tiziano and Anna speaking 
with some of the prisoners
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If someone does not wish to study then he or she can begin 
a course of professional formation: for this purpose, we have a 
tailoring department where different types of garments are 
manufactured including clothes for the children in our nursery 
school.

The prison of Bvumbwe
Bvumbwe is a prison which at the moment hosts 300 young 
men from the ages of 18 to 22. Of these young men just about 
half have had little education and perhaps just a couple arrive 
at a superior level. The fact of having an “attractive” environ-
ment and surroundings helps to change the person and so they 
will feel at home and happy in such an attractive setting.

Baptised and Sent
I am here as a missionary, sent as a baptised person. I preach 
little. I say to them: “What I do is a sign that God cares for you, 
that God has a special, marvellous plan for you: you must live, 
discover and live profoundly this plan.” These are my few 
words hoping that they might penetrate the hearts of each. If 
we think of the CCC Trust, that we have begun with the ex-pris-
oners (those who have been discarded by society) then one 
can understand how much is possible founded on one’s faith.

CCC are three words in Chichewa (the local language): char-
ity, honesty and progress. Three words chosen together with 
the young men who have left prison: to offer work to whoever 
has come out of prison and raise funds to help those still in 
prison. We began with 7 people 15 years ago and now the co-
operative has 65 dependents with as many families alongside.

The Nurseries
Altogether we care for about 6.570 children: it is a large enter-
prise and we do all we can to help everyone. little by little, in 
keeping with the help received. The government requires that 
every village should have a nursery school but clearly with so 
much poverty many have to be taught under a tree in the open! 
During the last fi fteen years we have been able to build about 
80 nursery schools with great aid from abroad in Italy. The peo-
ple of the village prepare the bricks, sand and fetch and carry 
the water. This is how they cooperate; we contribute with 
about €4000, which I receive from various donors, and this 
goes towards the constructions. Villagers make up the commit-
tee overseeing the running of these initiatives. Also, they are 
able to gather together some mothers who become teachers. 
These are volunteers appointed by the committee and in re-
turn receive their meals. The parents don’t pay any fees for 
their child’s schooling. The advisory committee receive from 
the parents the meals for both the children and the teachers. 
Anna runs 117 nurseries with an assistant who in turn coordi-
nates numerous volunteers with a certain number of them ac-
companying several schools. All of the supervision is done in 
the best form with ongoing dialogue amongst the parties re-
sponsible.

We thank our many and generous benefactors, knowing that 
their acts of solidarity are preparing for a stronger and ever 
more responsible people here in Malawi!

Children from the nursery

Children study in attractive class rooms.

Baptismal ceremony in prison

Prisoners crammed into the one cell.

Children from the nursery

Children study in attractive class rooms.

Baptismal ceremony in prison

Prisoners crammed into the one cell.

by Anna Tommassi
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Pope Francis in his encyclical ‘Laudato Si’ 
(may you be praised) calls us to care and 
respect our ‘common home’; the earth, 

“is like a sister with whom we share our life 
and a beautiful mother who opens her arms 

to embrace us.” It is a call for humanity to be 
responsible, a faithful steward of creation. 

Let us pray this psalm praising the earth, and 
all of creation “to gladden and strengthen the 

heart of man and woman”!
Psalm 104

O LORD My God, You Are Very Great

1  Bless the LORD, O my soul!
O LORD my God, you are very great!
You are clothed with splendour and 
majesty,

2  Covering yourself with light as with a 
garment, 
stretching out the heavens like a tent.

3  He lays the beams of his chambers on the 
waters; 
he makes the clouds his chariot; 
he rides on the wings of the wind;

4  He makes his messengers winds,
his ministers a fl aming fi re.

5  He set the earth on its foundations,
so that it should never be moved.

6  You covered it with the deep as with a 
garment;
the waters stood above the mountains.

7  At your rebuke they fl ed;
at the sound of your thunder they took to 
fl ight.

8  The mountains rose, the valleys sank down
to the place that you appointed for them.

9   You set a boundary that they may not pass,
so that they might not again cover the earth.

10  You make springs gush forth in the valleys;
they fl ow between the hills;

11  They give drink to every beast of the fi eld;
the wild donkeys quench their thirst.

12  Beside them the birds of the heavens dwell;
they sing among the branches.

13  From your lofty abode you water the 
mountains;
the earth is satisfi ed with the fruit of your 
work.

14  You cause the grass to grow for the livestock
and plants for man to cultivate,
that he may bring forth food from the earth

15  And wine to gladden the heart of man,
oil to make his face shine
and bread to strengthen man’s heart.

16  The trees of the LORD are watered 
abundantly,
the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.

17  In them the birds build their nests;
the stork has her home in the fi r trees.

18  The high mountains are for the wild goats;
the rocks are a refuge for the rock badgers.

 by Fr. John Downey mccj
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Deborah Foster sat alone in her apartment on 64th Street. 
Her apartment building was in an old section of town and 
in desperate need of repair from years of neglect. She sat 
motionless, gazing at her Christmas tree, or what was 
supposed to be her tree. She had found the tree two years 
ago behind some boxes in an alley. The tree was artifi cial, 
faded, and broken in many places. The ornaments 
consisted of a few strands of tinsel, and a little silver angel. 
Deborah got up and made herself a cup of tea and sat 
down to a game of solitaire.

Solitaire was her hobby. She would play for hours, 
sometimes forgetting to eat. The cards were bent at the 
corners and faded from many years of use. After a couple 
of hours of playing, she stretched, yawned and took 
another look at her tree. She studied it closely. Funny, she 
thought, as she focused her eye on the angel it seemed to 
be smiling at her. The way the light refl ected off it made it 
glow, and it almost fi lled the room with human warmth.

The angel’s arms were outstretched 
as if they wanted to hug Deborah. 
She sat back down and 
listened to the outside noises. 
Then she heard faint footsteps, 
gradually getting louder, then 
some Christmas carols being 
sung.

She saw a handful of change 
on the table and thought about 
giving it to the kids. 
She got up to get the change, 
then stopped herself, 
thinking, “If I don’t 
make any noise,
 they’ll go away….” 
She never fi nished 
the thought. A loud 
crash echoed. 
The angel had fallen 
off the tree and was 
shattered. The 
angel’s 
look was 
different. 
She was 
frowning 
now.

Christmas 
Solitaire

From World of Stories. W.J. Bausch
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19  He made the moon to mark the seasons;
(a) the sun knows it’s time for setting.

20  You make darkness, and it is night,
when all the beasts of the forest creep 
about.

21  The young lions roar for their prey,
seeking their food from God.

22  When the sun rises, they steal away
and lie down in their dens.

23  Man goes out to his work
and to his labour until the evening.

24  O LORD, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom have you made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

25  Here is the sea, great and wide,
which teems with creatures innumerable,
living things both small and great.

26  There go the ships,
and Leviathan, which you formed to play in 
it. (b)

27  These all look to you,
to give them their food in due season.

28  When you give it to them, they gather it up;
when you open your hand, they are fi lled 
with good things.

29  When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
when you take away their breath, they die
and return to their dust.

30  When you send forth your Spirit,(c) they are 
created,
and you renew the face of the ground.

31  May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD rejoice in his works,

32  Who looks on the earth and it trembles,
who touches the mountains and they smoke!

33  I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my God while I have 
being.

34  May my meditation be pleasing to him,
for I rejoice in the LORD.

35  Let sinners be consumed from the earth,
and let the wicked be no more!

Bless the LORD, O my soul!

Praise the Pope
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Sports Pavillion, the Holy Father contin-
ued: “His dream and his desire to play 
kept him going, but equally important 
was fi nding someone to play with. You 
know that in a team not everyone is the 
same; they don’t all do the same things or 
think the same way. Each player has his 
own gifts. We can see and appreciate this 
even in this meeting of ours. We come 
from different traditions and we may even 
speak different languages, but this has not 
stopped us from being here together as a 
group.”

Maria Mutola was a woman who did not 
give up fi ghting for her dreams, “you have 
before your eyes that beautiful testimony 
given by Mutola, who learned to perse-
vere, to keep trying, even though she did 
not attain the goal of a gold medal in her 
fi rst three Olympic Games. Then, on her 
fourth attempt, this 800-metre athlete 
won the gold medal at the Sydney Olym-
pics.”

“Her efforts did not make her self-ab-
sorbed; her nine world titles did not let 
her forget her people, her roots: she con-
tinued to look out for the needy children 
of Mozambique. We see how sport teach-

es us to persevere in our dreams!” Pope 
Francis said.

Finally the Pope concluded: “Together, 
you are the beating heart of this people 
and all of you have a fundamental role to 
play in one great creative project: to write 
a new page of history, a page full of hope, 
peace and reconciliation.”

Pope Denounces corruption 
in Madagascar
The next day, at a prayer vigil in Antanana-
rivo, capital of Madagascar, Pope Francis 
told a crowd of young people that “Jesus 
has called you and has entrusted a mis-
sion to you. Through you, the future is 
coming to Madagascar and to the Church.”

Pope Francis said he thinks of every 
young person as a seeker: “Each person 
shows it differently, but deep down all of 
you are looking for the happiness that no 
one will be able to take from us.” The 
pope responded to two testimonies he 
heard from young adults in the course of 
the vigil. One was from a 27-year-old man 
named Rova Sitraka Ranarison.

Pope Francis commented on the story 
of the young man, who had recounted 

Pope Francis:
“Our young people are 
our foremost mission”

In Mozambique, Pope Francis encouraged 
young people of different faiths to not 
give up in the face of their country’s chal-
lenges, but to confront them with joy and 
hope. “How do you make your dreams 
come true? How do you help to solve 
your country’s problems? My words to 
you are these. Do not let yourselves be 
robbed of joy. Keep singing and express-
ing yourselves in fi delity to all the good-
ness that you have learned from your tra-
ditions. Let no one rob you of your joy!”,

He continued: “Dream together, as you 
are doing today. Dream with others, never 
against others. Keep dreaming the way 
you dreamed: all together and without 
barriers.”

Pope Francis indicated Mozambique’s 
greatest sports icons, Eusébio da Silva 
and Maria Mutola, as an inspiration to 
young people not to give up fi ghting for 
their dreams. He said: “I know most of 
you are enthused about football. I re-
member a great player from these lands 
who learned not to give up: Eusébio da 
Silva, the Black Panther. He began his 
athletic career in this city. The severe eco-
nomic hardships of his family and the 
premature death of his father did not 
prevent him from dreaming; his passion 
for football made him persevere, keep 
dreaming and moving forward. He man-
aged to score seventy-seven goals for 
Maxaquene! Despite having plenty of rea-
sons to give up.”

Talking to the youth in the Maxaquene 

In his fourth apostolic 
journey to the 
African continent, 
visiting Mozambique, 
Madagascar and 
Mauritius Pope Francis 
said to young people: 
“keep dreaming and 
moving forward”.
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that he had for a long time felt a desire to 
visit prisoners, so he had begun to help a 
priest’s prison ministry, and eventually 
became more and more involved, adopt-
ing it as his “personal mission.”

“You realized that your life is a mission. 
This search, born of faith, helps make the 
world in which we live a better place, 
more in accord with the Gospel,” Pope 
Francis told Rova. He also noted the trans-
formation the young man experienced, 
remarking that it “changed your way of 
seeing and judging people. It made you a 
fairer and more sensitive person.” Rova, 
the Pope said, learned to see people as 
the Lord sees people. “He does not call us 
by our sins, our errors, our faults, our 
limits, but by our name; each of us is pre-
cious in his eyes.” Pope Francis also point-
ed to the testimony of a 21-year-old wom-
an, Vavy Elyssa Nekendraza, who he said 
made this point well: that “it is impossible 
to be a missionary disciple all by our-
selves.” An encounter with Jesus as indi-
viduals and as a community is essential, 
he said.

“Certainly, we can accomplish great 
things on our own, but together we can 
dream of and undertake things undreamt 
of! Vavy put it nicely: we are invited to fi nd 
the face of Jesus in the face of others.”

During his eight hours in Mauritius –
making his visit a day trip from Madagas-
car – Pope Francis urged the local church 
and government to make greater efforts 
to listen to and involve the island’s young 
people in every aspect of life. “This is not 
always easy. It means learning to acknowl-
edge the presence of the young and to 
make room for them,” he said. Pope Fran-
cis noted, though, how unemployment 
still is a problem particularly for young 
adults, which “not only creates uncertain-
ty about the future, but also prevents 

them from believing that they play a sig-
nifi cant part in your shared future.”

Cardinal Maurice Piat of Port Louis has 
written about the island’s “vocations cri-
sis,” which Pope Francis tied to the ques-
tion of economic prosperity and attention 
to the young.

“When we hear the threatening prog-
nosis that ‘our numbers are decreasing,’ 
we should be concerned not so much 
with the decline of this or that mode of 
consecration in the church, but with the 
lack of men and women who wish to ex-
perience happiness on the paths of holi-
ness,” the Pope said. “Young people need 
to be seen and encouraged by priests and 
religious who give witness to the joy of a 
life dedicated totally to serving God and 
one’s brothers and sisters”.

At Mass, Pope Francis urged Catholics 
to avoid worldly securities, to increase 
their zeal for evangelization, and to invite 
the young to be an active part of the 
Church. Talking about Blessed 
Jacques-Désiré Laval who was a French 

missionary priest and member of the 
Spiritan order, the Pope said: “Through 
his missionary outreach and his love, Fa-
ther Laval gave to the Mauritian Church a 
new youth, a new life, that today we are 
asked to carry forward.”

“We need to foster this missionary mo-
mentum,” he added, “because it can hap-
pen that, as the Church of Christ, we can 
yield to the temptation to lose our enthu-
siasm for evangelization by taking refuge 
in worldly securities that slowly but surely 
not only affect the mission but actually 
hamper it and prevent it from drawing 
people together.”

Finally the Pope stated emphatically: 
“Our young people are our foremost mis-
sion! We must invite them to fi nd their 
happiness in Jesus; not by speaking to 
them in an aloof or distant way, but by 
learning how to make room for them, 
‘learning their language,’ listening to their 
stories, spending time with them and 
making them feel that they too are bless-
ed by God.” (C.C.)

Renew your enthusiasm for evangelisation
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I wrote to the one in charge of the 
magazine and a missionary came to my 
house to contact and speak to me. He 
was a Comboni Missionary.

I joined the Comboni Missionaries at 
the seminary in a small town called 
Corella, in the Navarra district. I was ac-
companied by my mother who, after 

speaking to the formators, returned 
home. I remained very happy because I 
was on the way to fulfi lling my dreams. 

My dreams of living adventure 
changed bit by bit, into religious and 
missionary thoughts, as we say: “God 
writes straight with crooked lines”.

My parents were hoping that, one day 
I would decide to leave the seminary 
and come home. In fact, my father was 
telling me: “If you decide to leave the 
seminary, do not worry, do not fear, 
come home because you will be very 
welcome”. In his old age, my father told 
me “I had dreams about you that I could 
not fulfi l because you decided to follow 
another way”. Once more: “God writes 
straight with crooked lines”.

When I fi nished my primary studies, I 
went on to the novitiate, in Moncada, a 
small village near Valencia, and little by 
little, my thoughts of adventure were 
changing into a stronger missionary vo-
cation, to become “an adventurer for 
God”.

When the novitiate was over, I made 
my fi rst religious profession, and I was 
sent to Granada to study theology in the 
Theologian University run by the Jesu-
its.

I was ordained a priest in July 1976, in 
the small town of La Rioja, Torrecilla in 
Cameros. The whole village was pres-
ent. It was the fi rst priestly ordination in 
the village. Before, the candidates were 
ordained in the seminary and the fi rst 
mass was said in their home-town, but 
God gave me the privilege of being or-
dained in my village. The bishop came 
to the village and all the people were 
able to enjoy the celebration. My par-
ents, sister and brother, were very hap-
py and proud. The youth of the village 
came to sing at dawn beneath my win-
dow, and some of them were telling me: 
“you are crazy”, and I was answering 
them: “To follow Christ you have to be a 
little crazy, but my craziness is for the 

We are happy to let two of our new arrivals to the 
London Province introduce themselves to our readers. 
They have a vast and inspiring baggage of missionary 

goods to share. Firstly, Fr Felipe (Spanish) and following 
closely behind Fr Manuel (Mexican): A warm and 

prayerful welcome to you both !

I am the fi rst born of three; one sister 
and one brother.

Since my childhood I have been fond 
of travelling and adventure, and one 
day, visiting my grand-mother, I found a 
magazine about Africa, and I said to my-
self: “I would like to explore and discov-
er this continent”.
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My name is Fr. Felipe Andrés (Philip Andrew) Castrejana 
Fernández. I was born in the year 1950, in Logroño, the 

main town of a district called La Rioja. It is a town known 
for its fi ne wines! This town is bordering the so called 

“Vasc Country”.

Fr Felipe (Philip)
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sake of God. He will look after me and 
give strength!”

After my priestly ordination, I was 
sent to work at the minor seminary, in 
Saldaña, in the northern part of Palencia 
district, were I spent four years. After 
those, the superiors sent me to Madrid, 
to the provincial house as provincial 
procurator and editor of Aguiluchos, a 
missionary magazine for children.

During those years, I was seeing my 
classmates going to the missions and 
coming back for holidays and myself…., 
remaining in Spain waiting for the supe-
riors to send me. My dreams of being an 
“adventurer for God were not becoming 
visible”.

In 1985, there arrived a letter from 
Rome addressed to me: “The superior 
General and his council have decided to 
send you to Kenya”. Be in contact with 
the superior over there. WOW! My 
dreams were being fulfi lled!

I had intended to work, following the 
inspiration of our founder, St Daniel 
Comboni, among the most isolated and 
abandoned people and once more, my 
dream was being fulfi lled. After studying 
the Kiswahili language, I was sent to 
work among the Pokot people, a no-
madic tribe, polygamous, living in the 
Savannah, and very attached to their 
traditions. They still are considered war-
riors and at war against neighbouring 
tribes.

The mission I was assigned to was a 
recent foundation. I put myself in God’s 
hands, I started going around visiting 
the families in their huts, meeting the 
elders. Beneath the trees they used as a 
shelter for “baraza” (council), trying to 
learn their traditions, to be near them. 

This attitude of mine caused them to 
question me because they could not 
believe that a “mzungu” (white fellow) 
could behave like that.

I was visiting their villages, using the 
same paths they were using, and I was 
meeting a lot of people when they were 
gathering in the market places. I had the 

occasion to speak to them along the 
way and they were asking me a lot of 
things. When I entered a house, I was 
taking tea together with them. Many 
times they were telling me: “we are sur-
prised by you, white man, because we 
know that you are living far better than 
us and with many more means than 
what we have, however you are here 
with us, sharing our lives, eating and 
drinking whatever we offer to you…. 
Why?”

This question was the opportunity for 
me to speak about who had brought me 
over there, to be with them. It was a real 
catechesis. But I think that I learnt much 
more from them that what I could teach 
them, specially the way they were ac-
cepting God’s will.

After twenty-fi ve years in Africa, I was 
called back to work in Europe, and I was 
sent to the United Kingdom. I hope 
God will help me and guide me, and 
through your prayers, dear readers and 
benefactors, I can always be enthusiastic 
in sharing my missionary life with you.

Brightly dressed Pokot woman
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fourteen years! After the Junior 
Seminary I went to Xochimilco 
(México City) for my Novitiate and for 
my philosophical studies, then to 
Venegono in Northern Italy and fi nally 
to Elstree (North London) for the 
study of Theology and preparation for 
priestly ordination. The last four years 
gave me an invaluable opportunity to 
live with other Comboni Missionary 
students from different parts of the 
world. 

Upon completing these long years of 
studies and formation I had a beautiful 
experience among the indigenous 
people of Oaxaca in Southern México. 
The pastoral year spent among them 
gave me the assurance that my life was 
to announce the Good News to the 
lost ones or the ‘most abandoned’ as 
our Founder, Saint Daniel Comboni, 
used to say. I felt that I was ready to go 
to Africa. 

On July 14th 1974 I was ordained a 
priest by the Bishop Samuel Ruiz of 
the Diocese of San Cristobal Las Casas 
in Chiapas in the very South of México. 
He was a great defender of the 

descendants of the Maya ethnic group, 
and a wonderful missionary in his own 
right. 

Ministry in South Africa 
My fi rst assignment before going to 
Africa was to work among young men 
who expressed a desire to become a 
Comboni Missionary in the Seminary 
in Sahuayo. It gave me the opportunity 
to help them to discover whether the 
Lord was indeed calling them to be 
Comboni Missionaries. The seven years 
that I spent in this work went quickly 
and fi nally in November 1981 I 
received the long-awaited news that I 
had been appointed to go to our 
Missions in South Africa. I arrived to 
fi nd the country in the throes of chaos 
as the majority black population 
struggled to overthrow the iniquitous 
system of ‘Apartheid’, whereby people 
were discriminated against purely on 
the basis of the colour of their skin. 
Undertaking ministry as a priest and 
missionary in such circumstances was 
particularly challenging but I did have 
the opportunity of being a beacon of 

Fr Manuel with a young parishioner

Bishop Samuel Ruiz in pilgrimage (far right)

And…..
Fr Manuel Casillas
In the steps of Saint Daniel 
Comboni …  
I was born in Leon April 29 1945 in the 
city of León in Central México. I am the 
third eldest in a family of four boys and 
one girl. I did my primary education in 
León and, after the visit of an Italian 
Comboni Missionary to our primary 
school, I began to think of the 
possibility of going to Africa as a priest 
and missionary.

Attracted by Africa
The attraction for Africa that I felt for 
the fi rst time when I listened to Father 
Pietro Pini began to become a reality 
when, after some correspondence 
between the Missionary and myself, I 
joined the Junior Seminary of the 
Comboni Missionaries at fi fteen years 
of age. This was the beginning of my 
dream coming true, and a journey of 
formation that was to last some 
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Bishop Samuel Ruiz in pilgrimage (far right)

world. 
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hope, encouraging the people I served 
to believe that things would change, 
and change for the better. In fact, 
apartheid ended in 1990 with the 
release from detention of Nelson 
Mandela, and his subsequent election 
as president of South Africa in the fi rst 
democratic elections which took place 
in 1994. 

My fi rst fi ve years in South Africa 
gave me an immense amount of joy 
because fi nally I could see the land 
that I had dreamt of when I was a boy 
of fi fteen years of age in León. I could 
see the people I had desired so much 
to serve and to live amongst. I began 
immediately to learn Sepedi which was 
the local language of the Bapedi 
people in Northern Transvaal as it was 
known at the time. The process of 
learning the local language and 
adapting to the customs and traditions 
of the Bapedi ethnic group was a real 
eye-opener in helping me to be the 
missionary I had always wanted to be. 
It allowed me to share my journey of 
faith and, above all, the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. This process demanded a 
lot of patience and humility on my 
part. The experience of being able to 
understand and to communicate in the 
native tongue of the people I was sent 
to serve gave me great joy and 
satisfaction. I went back to México 
after fi ve years for my fi rst holidays to 
see my Mother, brothers and sister and 
to share with them and my friends and 
the people of my home Parish the 
many things I had experienced in 

South Africa. My three months of 
holidays at home passed quickly and I 
went back to the people I had come to 
love so much. I was ready to stay with 
them for many years to come. 

In the service of my  fellow Comboni 
Priests and Brothers
Yet the Good Lord had other plans. 
After my return to South Africa I 
received the news on October 10th 
1986 that I had been elected Provincial 
Superior of México and Central 
America by my fellow Comboni 
Missionary Priests and Brothers there. 
This came as a real shock and I left 
South Africa later that year with 
sadness and tears in my eyes. 

In this way I began another chapter 
in my life as a missionary. I had the 
opportunity to serve the Comboni 
Missionaries working in that part of the 
world. At the General Chapter in 1991 I 
was elected to be a Member of the 
General Council working out of Rome 
under the leadership of Father David 
Glenday. This service gave me the 
opportunity to know the work of the 
Comboni Missionaries in Africa, the 
Americas and Asia. I experienced at 
fi rst hand the charisma of our Father 
and Founder, Saint Daniel Comboni, at 
work in some of the most challenging 
and diffi cult situations. Visiting almost 
all the Communities of the Institute 
around the world was a truly humbling 
experience. I felt that our Missionaries 
working with such dedication and love 
for the people they were called to 

serve were contributing in a very real 
way to the building of the Kingdom of 
God on earth, and were the real 
treasure of our Missionary Institute.

Back to South Africa 
After completing my service on the 
General Council, I returned to South 
Africa in 1998 with a great desire to go 
back to pastoral work among the 
Bapedi ethnic group. I was only 
unfortunately able to do this for a brief 
period of time as the Superiors in 2001 
asked me to be the ‘Co-ordinator’ of 
the team in charge of the ‘In-service 
Training’ or ‘On-Going Formation’ of 
our younger Priests and Brothers. For 
nearly seven years I was again working 
in the fi eld of what we call ‘Formation’, 
but this time not of young men 
aspiring to be Comboni Missionaries 
but rather of our Missionaries who had 
already spent ten to fi fteen years of 
working in our Missions. Again, it was a 
very enriching experience. I witnessed 
the Spirit at work in our Missionaries in 
their thirties and forties, offering them 
the possibility of reviewing the ministry 
that they had undertaken to date, of 
deepening their love of the Church, 
and of renewing their spirituality as 
men consecrated to announcing the 
Good News of Christ. 

In 2007 I was released from my 
commitment with our ‘In-service 
Training’ programme and allowed 
return to pastoral ministry among the 
Shangaan people to the north-east of 
Johannesburg. I thought that fi nally I 

With scholastics in PietermaritzburgWith scholastics in Pietermaritzburg
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would be allowed to do this for many 
years to come. This was not to be the 
case as only three years later I was 
asked by the Superiors to work in our 
Scholasticate in Pietermaritzburg 
(KwaZuluNatal) among our young men 
in their fi nal years of preparation for 
the priesthood when they are studying 
Theology, Missiology, History of the 
Church, Canon Law. Perhaps needless 
to say I found that this experience also 
enriched me a great deal.  At this point 
in my life, I came to understand that as 
a Comboni Missionary I could also 
serve the Kingdom of God by helping 
young men complete their preparation 
before they go out in Missionary 
Service to be among the ‘poorest and 
most abandoned’. The words of Saint 
Daniel Comboni came to my mind: 
The Members of the Institute who 
work in the Seminary in Verona 
preparing others to go to the Missions  
are just as much Missionary as those 
directly involved in the work of 
evangelization in Africa itself (Writings, 
No. 2655).

In the UK and Ireland
In 2017 after completing my service 
with the Scholastics in 
Pietermaritzburg I received a new 

appointment from the Superiors: 
asking me to leave South Africa to go 
and work in the British Isles. I thank 
the Lord for the forty-fi ve years I have 
already spent serving God and my 
brothers and sisters in México and 
Central America, South Africa and 
Italy. I consider these years a great 
honour and privilege, and I am now 
looking forward to whatever service I 
am asked to undertake in this part of 
the world always on behalf of the 
Missionary Church. My only hope in 
writing these few lines is that the 

great fulfi lment I have found in my 
life as a Comboni Missionary may 
inspire people to continue serving as 
faithful disciples of the Lord in 
whatever vocation the Lord has called 
them to. I would further hope that 
those starting out in life consider 
carefully what they would like to do 
with their lives. Dedicating one’s life, 
time, talents, energies as a Comboni 
Missionary to our more disadvantaged 
and marginalized brothers and sisters 
in the South of the world? And why 
not? 

Leading a Corpus Christi procession

With inmates in Pietermaritzburg
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by Fr. John Downey mccj

He has kindly volunteered to paint some original interpretations of St Daniel Comboni for our 
Comboni family.  John read the life of Comboni and, in his paintings, manifests some of the 
characteristics of Comboni’s  personality: Comboni, a tireless troubadour, humorous and 

above all saintly. I also include some other paintings. Below you will fi nd his website and also 
email address. Interested readers can feel free to enter into contact with John. Again, to John 

our sincere thanks and may he continue to inspire us with his delightful paintings.

John Bateson-Hill is a London-based artist known 
for his original and innovative paintings.

Dear Fr John,
I am forwarding the completed picture of St Daniel 
Comboni. You will see from the picture that I have 
discarded the tree of life and simply kept with the idea of 
the dance. I have added one or two smaller items like the 
dove representing the Holy Spirit and some African 
daisies. 

I have attempted to retain the concept of the dance 
because of its association with life and energy. And as I 
mentioned before Daniel Comboni himself is portrayed 
with arms outstretched in a reference to Christ on the 
cross. 

I like the piece but I realise there is an element of 
subjectivity about painting. 

I am also engaged in a portrait of St Daniel Comboni 
which I will forward shortly 

I hope this fi nds you well 
With very best wishes 
John / www.johnbatesonpaintings.co

Above: St Daniel Comboni 
with life and energy

Right: Sacred Heart

Below left: A happy 
St Daniel Comboni

Below right: A smiling 
St Daniel Comboni

Painting is in my 
blood. My mother, 
my grandmother 
and my grandfather 
were all keen 
painters, and it is 
they who 
encouraged my 
early attempts at art. 

I have lived most 
of my adult life in 
Brixton in south east London. The brightness, 
bustle and colour of the immediate locality 
forms a back drop to a number of my paintings 
and prints   

I work in a variety of media; gouache,  water 
colour and pastel and  linocut print making. 

I see painting and printing as a form of 
exploration; you may have an idea where you 
are heading but you never quite know where 
you are going to end up. This is what makes 
the whole process so exciting. 

Artists whose work I draw inspiration from 
include Fra Angelico, Rembrandt, Samuel 
Palmer, William Blake, Henri Matisse, and 
Vincent Van Gogh.
email j.r.cornerstone@btinternet.com
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Leeds Open Day 2019
On yet another glorious sunny day, 
we gathered once again to celebrate 
the work of the Comboni 
Missionaries, and to thank you, our 
generous benefactors, for your 
wonderful support.  

We were delighted to see so many 
of our friends from previous years 
and it was so nice to meet those who 
had joined us for the fi rst time.  A 
great day was had by all - almost 90 
of us.

This year’s speaker was Father 
Sean Dempsey, born in Ireland and 
educated in England before being 
ordained in 1963.  He entertained us 
with his many experiences over 40 
years of active ministry in Africa, 
telling us how the Ugandans believed 
him to be rich because he was a 
European and their surprise when he 
told them he was born in a mud 
house with a thatched roof, just as 
they were.  He told us of the hard 
work of the communities building 

churches, schools and medical 
facilities and of how much your 
donations contributed to this.

He also spoke of the ongoing work 
in the Missions, especially the 
provision of clean water.  People who 
live near a river are lucky to have 
water available, but the river is used 
for washing clothes, bicycles, people, 
cattle etc. as well as for cooking.  
With your support, wells can be dug 
– the local workers dig down to 30 
meters with ropes around their 
waists!  If there is no water at that 
depth, a bore hole must be dug, at a 

cost of around £15,000.  Thank God 
for the generosity of our benefactors, 
who in the last 2 years have provided 
two bore holes in Ethiopia.

Our day continued with a joyful 
Mass, a wonderful lunch, rosary and 
Benediction.  We laughed at the 

Happy to be here at the Open Day!

A smiling group after mass with Frs. Franco and Sean

novelty prizes won in our fun raffl e, 
including colourful garden gnomes 
and windmills as well as some 
beautiful keyrings made by the 
Maasai raffl e We already look forward 
to seeing as many of you again next 
year!

Sunningdale 
Knit & Natter club –
For the past fi ve years a group of 
enthusiastic Ladies have been 
knitting, crocheting and baking for a 
variety of good causes here at The 
Sacred Heart Church in Sunningdale. 
Each year we discuss and then 
decide which charity to support. In 
this way we have learnt so much 
about the various hardships people 
endure around the world. We have 
knitted hats and scarves for the 
leprosy clinic in Kathmandu for 
‘Promise Nepal’ and learnt how an 
entire village has grown around the 
clinic while the family waits for the 
member to be cured. We listened to 
an interesting talk on the 
‘Apostleship of the Sea’ which 
supports Seafarers worldwide, and 
once again we were able to give 
them a bag full of knitted hats and 
scarves. Sister Patricia Mulhall a 
Brigidine Sister gave us a disturbing 
talk: ‘End Demand for Human 
Traffi cking!’. She works with CARITAS 
Bakhita House in Southwark, London 
and runs a safe house for women in 
Windsor. For the 100th Anniversary 
of Armistice Day last year, our Ladies 
knitted and crocheted poppies for 
our local Anglican church which 
displayed a poppy cascade of almost 
8,000 poppies in the front of their 
church. It was quite spectacular. Our 
Lady of Good Counsel is a pro-life 
Catholic charity which offers practical 
help to those facing crises in 
pregnancy. We fi lled a carry cot with 
a variety of knitted and crochet baby 
clothes and pram and cot blankets. 
For a Neo Natal Clinic in London we 
knitted ‘bonding squares’ for 
premature babies and their mothers 
and baked scones. At present we are 
knitting and crocheting red poppies 
for Memorial Sunday and will be 
giving a cheque to The Royal British 
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The Crib

Carmyle mass open day

Concelebrated mass

Legion Poppy Appeal. We have 
been well supported by our 
congregation here at The 
Sacred Heart Church who are 
always so generous. 

Sunday 27 October to close 
the Extraordinary Mission 
Month a mass presided by 
Bishop Richard Moth was 
celebrated in the Sacred Heart 
Church. Fr Chantry, Director of 
Mission preached. It was a 
well-attended and inspiring 
celebration of the Mission of 
the Church

For the past few years, as an 
integral part of the annual crib 
presentation, toys have been 
donated by the Sunningdale church 
community to the charity ‘Kids Out’. 
This charity caters for the children of 
women who have been abused 
physically and mentally and have had 
to seek safety in refuges. In the 
majority of cases, their departure has 
been a matter of urgency, and they 
have fl ed with little or no 
possessions. The donated toys are 
placed by the members of the church 
community in a receptacle close to 
the crib.

Last year, the collected toys fi lled 
two thirds of the large transit van 
owned by the charity to pick up toy 
collections from around the country. 
These toys donated to the charity, 
are distributed to the children in the 

refuges throughout the 
year.

In the last few years, 
the charity has greatly 
expanded and thus has 
been able to do more 
and more for the 
children they help.

The Sunningdale 
community is proud to 
take part in this worthy 
venture. The work of 
creating the crib and 
organising is done 
annually by Charles and 
Jillian McPhilips
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Welcome To The Famine 
Clachan By Fr Sean 
Dempsey, Dublin

This year I spent a number of 
Sundays doing Mission appeals in the 
beautiful county of Fermanagh full of 
drumlins and lakes formed by the ice 
ages.  It was a beautiful experience to 
meet family’s parents and their 
children coming to celebrate Holy 

Mass.  There were always good 
choirs and plenty of servers.

What stands out in my memory 
in the last appeal I made in 
Irvinestown north of Enniskillen 
was the memorial to the famine 
victims 1845-1850

The whole idea came from 
Canon Michael Mcgourty, the then 
Parish Priest now retired who 
wanted with the help of the 
Parishioners that we never forget 
what our forebears suffered from 
the great hunger.  There are four 
beehive houses with panels giving 
information about the plight of 
those poor unfortunates.  There 
are also impressive wood carvings 
made by the Lithuanian wood 

carver, James Raikas.These represent 
the four stages of the famine tragedy. 
1) the potato fi eld 2) the famine 
kitchen 3) the workhouse door and 
4) emigration. In the famine kitchen 
there is the story of a widow with 3 
starving children who picked a few 
leftover potatoes from the landlord’s 
fi eld. She was taken to court with the 
pot in which was a dead dog and the 
few potatoes. 

The judge felt pity for her and gave 
her £3 to feed herself and her 
starving children.

More than 1 million died and 
another 2 million emigrated to 
America, Canada and Britain, many in 
coffi n ships. In spite of hunger, 
famine and death around them the 
survivors renewed the Christian 
communities wherever they went. 
There were only 20,000 Catholics in 
Britain in the early eighteenth 
century. Let us not forget them that 
suffered so much and help those 
who suffer so much in other parts of 
the world today. If you ever are in the 
area of the Irvinestown Parish fi nd 
time and visit this famine memorial.

‘Your mother too God rest her soul 
fell on the snowy ground.
 She fainted in her anguish seeing 
the desolation round
She never woke but passed away 
from life to mortal dream and 
found a quiet grave in dear old 
Skibbereen’

This year I spent a number of 

Mass.  There were always good 
choirs and plenty of servers.

in the last appeal I made in 
Irvinestown north of Enniskillen 
was the memorial to the famine 
victims 1845-1850

Canon Michael Mcgourty, the then 
Parish Priest now retired who 
wanted with the help of the 
Parishioners that we never forget 

One of the Beehive houses with the wooden carvings inside
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Entering into 
the Manger

As we journey towards 
Advent and Christmas, we 
are dazzled by the decora-

tions that light up our streets and 
the Christmas treats that fi ll the 
shelves of our supermarkets. 
Commercial Christmas is upon us 
and the countdown to December 
25th has already begun. 

Our kitchens are probably full of 
lists of things to do, presents to 
buy, before the great day arrives 
and in all of this, we are so bom-
barded by festive cheer that we 
seriously risk, even with the best 
of intentions, missing the point. 
That is, we fail to notice the 
beauty and feel the peace that 
radiates from that little baby boy, 
born in the silence of the night, 
lying in the manger; that little 
baby born for me, for my salvation 
and for the salvation of the whole 
of humanity. 

Yet, when we dare to be silent 
and still enough, and to enter into 
the manger and contemplate that 
tiny vulnerable baby asleep on the 
hay, we begin to touch the true 
magic of Christmas, the Mystery of 
God made fl esh; the God who 

loves us so much that He wishes to 
dwell among us, to dwell within us. 
It is in that silent contemplation 
that we can make space for Christ 
to be born again in our hearts. 

Just over 150 years ago, someone 
who lived this experience of 
entering into the manger was 
Daniel Comboni who, during a visit 
to the Holy Land in 1857, writes 
about his experience to his par-
ents.

“We reached Bethlehem late in 
the evening. My God, was this the 
place Jesus Christ chose to be 
born? That very evening, I want-
ed to go down to the blessed 
grotto which saw the Creator of 
the world being born. I entered it 
and, although birth is more 
joyful than death, I was nonethe-
less more moved than on Calva-
ry, at the thought of a God who 
humbled himself to the point of 
being born in this manger ....

Between the place where the 
Wise Men knelt, and the Crib 
(which is in Rome), is the place 
in which the Virgin Mary sat 
after she laid the child in the 
manger. I sat there too, and then 

I kissed the spot a thousand 
times. I kissed nearly the whole 
grotto. I could not tear myself 
away because it truly evoked in 
me that blessed moment in 
which the mystery of the nativi-
ty of our Lord Jesus Christ took 
place in this grotto ....

(Daniel Comboni to his parents 
16th October 1857)

Let us this Christmas fi nd the 
time and the courage to stand 
aside from all the dazzle surround-
ing Christmas and enter into the 
Manger to contemplate in silence 
the God who comes to us in this 
humble, vulnerable child. 

May we too, like Comboni, allow 
ourselves to be moved by the 
Mystery of God who loved us so 
much that he sent us His Son to 
dwell among us.

Most of all, may we make a 
space for Him to be born again in 
our hearts and to dwell within us.  
And like Comboni, may we then 
spend our days tirelessly spread-
ing the Good News:

“Today, a Saviour has been born 
to you. He is Christ the Lord.” 
(Lk.2.11)

by Sr Anne Marie Quigg CMS 



When he comes,
Not by the din of drums

Not by the vantage of his airs,
Nor by anything he wears,

Neither by his gown,
Nor by his crown,

For his coming known shall be
By the holy harmony
His presence makes

In thee.
(An anonymous 14th. Century 

Christian poem)

 Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk

www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.combonimissionaries.ie

www.southworld.net

 COMBONI MISSIONARIES

God’s�favour�and�blessing�at
CHRISTMAS

And�throughout�the�New�Year

Thou shalt 
know him.

By writing to one of our addresses below you can 
receive your missionary calendar 2020


