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erhaps one of the most widely
used and heard expressions in our
everyday language is the acronym
DNA. Whether it is the solving of a crime,
the origins of peoples’ history and so
many other interests, we are brought to
understand that each and every person
has his or her unique characteristics. It
spills over into everyday living when
people, families, churches, politicians
have their own ‘true beliefs’ and consequently a common ground or
understanding is often so difficult to attain.
We witness it today in our own ragged
and divided world. Terrorism, separations, individualism. It is increasingly
difficult to attain a harmonious world at
One. Opinions are often enforced on
others or subtly used to ensnare the unwary. We look at this big bad world and
condemn it. How we need to look at
ourselves too! Our own relationships.
Our DNA has to be gospel-based seeking
in the first place the Kingdom of good
relationships, trust, mercy, where we are
ready to sell everything in order to obtain this gift of the Heavenly Father.
As we go to press the Pope is in Poland
celebrating with over a million young
people the annual World Youth Day. It is
a joyful occasion removed from our local
churches where one young participant

P

said that “our churches don’t see so
many young people so it is good to be
here.”
The Pope has encouraged youth to be
merciful and joyous in demonstrating
the faith yet speaks of those “who seek
an early retirement” or have “thrown in
the towel!”. The young, perhaps more
than others, are being caught up in this
‘Age of Disbelief ’ as Columban Fr Shay
Cullen recently warned at a National Justice and Peace Conference. “Much of the
younger generation is absorbed with
themselves, cut off in isolation by technology and gadgets and games from
loving, serving human interaction.” He
remarked. “It is a lonely generation.”
In his message for
World Mission Day,
Pope Francis beckons
us continually “to get
out” and to spread the
faith of Jesus, which is
lived out through a
commitment to live
and work for social
and gospel justice
and truth.
We pray that we
all, young, elderly
– all Christians,
may take up this
call!
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Sr Veronika in South Sudan

SLOVAKIAN NUN KILLED IN
GUN ATTACK IN SOUTH SUDAN
Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters ask for prayers
for Sr Veronika Rackova “that her blood and
death will be like a seed sown for greater
peace.”
A Slovakian nun who was killed in a gun
attack in South Sudan recently, gave her life
and death for the people of the world’s
youngest country, her religious order has
said.
Sr Veronika Terezia Rackova was working
as a nurse when she was shot in the waist
on Monday in the southern town of Yei as
she drove to a nearby hospital with a patient.
She suffered multiple fractures of the
pelvis in the ambush and after undergoing
two operations at the local hospital, she was
taken by helicopter to Kenya for further surgery.
A member of the Holy Spirit Missionary
Sisters (SSpS), Sr Racková was head of St
Bakhita’s Medical Centre in Yei in South
Sudan.
On their website, the Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters asked for prayers for their Sister

“that her blood and death will be like a seed
sown for greater peace to the people in
South Sudan and the whole world.”
According to media reports in South
Sudan, the authorities have detained three
suspects.
Yei River State Information Minister
Stephen Lodu Onesimo condemned the incident as an “undisciplined and barbarian
act”, adding that the attackers “must be
brought to justice”,TASR reported.
Six SSpS nuns are serving in South Sudan,
mainly in the Yei Diocese. One of them, Sr
Jerly told CNS the congregation did not plan
to leave the area.
“On the contrary, we would like to continue giving services to the needy people of
this great country of South Sudan,” she said,
adding, “Some of our sisters are right now
tormented over the incident, but we plan to
continue to carry our badly needed services
by the needy people of this country.”
Sr Rackova will be buried in Kenya and Divine Word priests are expected to perform
the funeral ceremonies.
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Getting to know the

Glasgow Community

Comboni Missionaries

Open Day

Comboni House, Carmyle,Glasgow.

Sr Kathleen

A yearly Open Day event is held by the Comboni
Missionaries in Carmyle, Glasgow. The Comboni
priests and Sisters work alongside many friends
and associates who help to organise the annual
event. The author of this report is a former
Comboni-student and is much involved with mission animation work in Scotland. In this short

report we see how the Day is organised by
Comboni friends and supporters and how it
brings home to all the importance and need for
engagement in the spreading of the missionary
call. Frs. Fraser, Clark and Javier form the community of Carmyle alongside the Comboni Sisters
based at Shettleston, Glasgow.
The Carmyle Open Day was held on June 25th June and
hosted once again in St Joachim’s parish. This year the
mission awareness input was given by Fr Javier and
appropriately he made it his homily and part of the celebration of the mass of the Sacred Heart.
Fr Javier Alvarado Ayala , who is Mexican, spent twelve
years in the Comboni missions in Eritrea. Eritrea is a
country of 6.3million people which has been marked by
a number of serious conflicts over the years. Invaded by
Italy and then occupied by the British in 1948 it eventually became independent in 1993 but then fought wars
with Yemen and more seriously with Ethiopia with
whom it continues to have difficult relations.
Eritrea is a one party state and its human rights record
is regarded as among the worst in the world. It has compulsory military service one of the reasons that forces

Fr Javier.
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by Dermot Lamb

Fr Fraser with Ugandan friends

young Eritrean men to flee the country and seek asylum
in Europe. Poverty is another major problem and being
mainly an agricultural country has suffered badly from
recurrent droughts and this has forced many people to
try to reach Europe.
Eritrea has been a Christian country for many centuries, the Coptic Church, with the Orthodox Church
and the Catholic Church making up 50-60 per cent of
the population and the rest mainly Moslems. However,
the government makes life very difficult for the churches.
Fr Javier gave a very personal and moving homily
about the struggles he experienced as a new missionary
from a totally different culture, learning a very different
language and finding a place in a country already
Christian for so many centuries. In time he settled into
the mission and as in other countries work of a humanitarian nature was one way of contacting the people and

Dermot Lamb

providing much needed assistance.
Fr Javier spoke about his ordination and how the
Bishop told those attending that they should pray for
him and the others being ordained every day. After he
returned home from Eritrea he met a woman who had
been at the ordination and said that since that day she
had remembered to pray for him. His point was clear to
us all that we should do the same for all missionaries
especially those we know personally.
The Open Day mass was a prayerful celebration
enhanced by the East End deanery choir. The friends of
the Carmyle community provided very welcome catering. Here in Glasgow there are already several Eritrean
asylum seekers and the Comboni sisters are involved
with others in reaching out to them. The message from
Fr Javier’s words and example may inspire some of us to
get involved in the wider mission of the Church here in
our own city.

Protest on the streets of Glasgow
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TENSIONS BETWEEN
peace and violence
A bilateral ceasefire was agreed, in June 2016, between the Colombian government and the FARC
guerrilla movement. Fr Francisco de Roux SJ describes how the Peace and Development
Programme of Magdalena Medio, a CAFOD partner organization, has been working on the ground
for many years to facilitate peace in one of Colombia’s most notoriously violent regions, and looks
forward hopefully to further transformation of the country.

A long and bloody war
As civil society and faith-based leaders,
our work for peace over the last four
decades has often made us a target for
all armed groups in Colombia, a country experiencing the longest armed
conflict in the western hemisphere.
In the 1990s and early 2000s, we
faced radical opposition when we
were working with the poorest, the
excluded and the victims in
Magdalena Medio. The region, based
around
the
oil
town
of
Barrancabermeja, is known chiefly for
the violence that has characterized the
battle between guerrillas and paramilitaries for control of this strategic area,
rich in natural resources.

Persecution and executions
in the search for peace
Our purpose was to accompany
regional communities in a programme
of development and peace in the middle of the conflict. But we were often
considered suspicious, dangerous and
unacceptable - by the paramilitaries,
the military, the guerrillas or the local
authorities. During our time there,
paramilitaries assassinated 24 members of our team, and the guerrillas
killed three of our companions.

Alma Rosa, a martyr for
peace
I remember the day we found Alma
Rosa Jaramillo, a courageous woman
from our team, an audacious lawyer
who was working to support dis6

Colombians attend a nationwide march supporting the peace process between the
government and the FARC rebels

placed small-scale farmers. First she
was kidnapped by the National
Liberation Army (ELN) and I spent
seven days negotiating with the guerrillas for her release. Then she was
captured by the paramilitaries. When
we managed to recover Alma Rosa, she
was lying in the mud, dead; they had
cut off her arms and legs with a chainsaw.

Continuing to strive for
peace
Nevertheless, we kept looking for
peace in Magdalena Medio, talking
with the guerrillas, the paramilitaries
and the army, trying to demonstrate
that there was a way to work together,
if we took the risk of opening our-

selves up to the human dignity present
in each and every one of us.
Dignity is the profound virtue that we
all share: we matter as individuals, as
families – as people. We have seen this
dignity in women and men in the
countryside who refuse to be displaced, to lose their leaders, to be
kidnapped – those who stood
unarmed facing those who had the
power and the guns.

Mutual trust is the road to
peace
There, in the Magdalena Medio region,
when we were surrounded by violent
groups, we discovered that weapons
do not guarantee safety. That the only
true and sustainable protection comes
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by Francisco de Roux SJ
ruling class, see their economic power
threatened with the end of the armed
conflict.
I have the sad foreboding that while
this bilateral ceasefire and a future
peace agreement might be celebrated
in the many countries that have supported our peace negotiations, in
Colombia it will lead to fighting in the
streets.

Searching for a lasting
peace

Colombian government and Farc guerrillas celebrating the peace agreement

through trusting people. And that to
win trust we have to go through a long
process of dialogue and mutual
acceptance, and unprecedented individual and societal changes, in the
midst of uncertainties.

50 long years of war
Last week, another chapter in the history of my country was written. A
bilateral ceasefire was agreed between
the government and the FARC
(Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia) guerrillas. A final peace
agreement due to be signed in the
next few weeks will, we hope, bring an
end to over fifty years of terror and victimization. Half a century of war that
has caused the deaths of 250,00 peo-

ple and 7 million people – women,
children, teenagers, men – to be displaced from their homes. Urban and
especially rural communities are desperate and exhausted by the war.
But even peace means division.
Because of political interests our president campaigned for his election with
the slogan ‘I am the peace and my
political opponents are the war’, and
this slogan has divided the country.
The former president, Alvaro Uribe,
now leader of the opposition, has
seemed unwilling to accept a peace
agreement if he himself is not the
author of it. There are also economic
interests involved in the prolongation
of the war. The military, the cocaine
barons and an important group of the

However, we know that we have to
keep going, to continue, to persist, in
the struggle for peace and reconciliation. We have the continuing support
of UK aid agency CAFOD and the energy of plenty of women and men who
have made a stand for peace. We will
see a period where empowered communities will stand up for their rights
against the intransigence of the powerful right-wing politicians, business
people, landowners, mafia barons,
paramilitaries and entrepreneurs of
devastating mining companies.
Signing a peace agreement is only
the beginning of an extremely challenging process of peacebuilding
which, if we are to have sustainable
peace, obliges us to enter into a complex and demanding transformation in
Colombia.

Father Francisco de Roux was
founder and director for 15
years of the Peace and
Development Programme of
Magdalena Medio, one of the
most successful local
peacemaking initiatives in
Colombia. For many years he
has been a leading voice for a
negotiated settlement to
Colombia's decades-long
armed conflict.
Guerrillas prepare for transition to civilian life.

Comboni Mission • Aut umn 2016

7

Sr. Pat Holloway,
Comboni Missionary Sister,
celebrates 50 years of
Religious Life
In the presence of the Comboni family at Chiswick, Sr. Pat was also joined by family
and friends at a special celebratory mass. Sr. Pat wishes to share her joy,
with this short sketch of her journey, as a ‘Geordie’
in Newcastle-upon-Tyne and later as a Comboni Missionary Sister,
from that auspicious day on 03/05/1966!
s I get older, my biography gets
longer! I am now 71 and it is 50
years since I made my first
Profession as a Comboni Missionary
Sister. Where have all the years gone?
I was born in Yorkshire towards the
end of the war, and brought up in
Newcastle on Tyne. So I class myself a
‘Geordie’. After finishing secondary
school, I worked for four years, mainly
at the Ministry of Pensions (as it used
to be called) at Long Benton. At 18 I
felt a call to give myself completely to
God and in seven months (when I was
19) I was already in the convent as a

A

Sr Pat and a Bishop friend
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postulant.This was a surprise almost to
everyone, not least to me. God surely
works in mysterious ways. I think it
was my years in YCW (Young Christian
Workers) that made a deep impression
on me, and probably it was this that
directed me ultimately to want to give
my ‘all’ to Him.
I started off at Digby Stuart College,
London, with a Teacher’s Certificate
and subsequently taught in Uganda in
various Secondary Schools and especially in a Teacher Training Institute.
Those thirteen years in Uganda were
an experience of finding my feet in a

far off country, far from friends and
family and British culture. There was
great solidarity among the many
Comboni Sisters and Fathers in northern Uganda, and great work to educate
and train the very willing girls in our
schools. However, those were the
years when we could see our people
suffering under the Amin regime. We
went through a very difficult time
from 1979 for a few years, with one
government succeeding the other,
with subsequent unrest and civil disorder. Some of our Comboni Confreres
paid for their fidelity to Uganda with
their lives, and we knew them all!
Then in 1984 I returned to UK and
was able to do some upgrading, thinking that I would return later to Uganda.
However, I had got skin cancer while
in Uganda and had to stay in a developed country while getting necessary
check-ups. I was five years in Chicago
USA and instead of teaching, I was
now in parish ministry and dealing
with African Americans. What an experience of church. It was the time of
Cardinal Bernardin and the shake-up
of the Archdiocese of Chicago with a
lot of restructuring. I benefited greatly
from the hands-on experience of what
it is to be ‘church’, with all the joys and
sorrows that go with it.
Getting an all-clear for my health, I
was able to return to Africa in 1993.
This time it was Eritrea, not Uganda at
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Eritrea

all! Eritrea is a small country with a
population of about 5 million, which
got its hard-won independence from
Ethiopia in 1993. Although I was in
teaching for a few years, this time I was
mostly in administration in various
capacities (mostly as Provincial secretary). I made a conscious effort to be
‘inculturated’ – to be one with the people I was living with. I managed a
working familiarity with the language,
Tigrinya, and a growing appreciation
and love of the local Ghe’ez liturgy. It
was the people that captured my
heart. They were able to put up with a
difficult situation with stoic steadfast-

ness, while keeping their religious
faith strong and unwavering. I was
privileged in being able to visit the
neighbourhood poor at the weekends,
with the invaluable assistance of our
Comboni candidates. Yes, we have
many girls that are willing and enthusiastic to join our missionary
endeavour.
Eventually, in 2009, I requested a
change of mission because I felt the
need for ‘renewal’ and found myself
back here in UK. At the moment I am
dealing with the Sisters’ finances, and
learning something completely new.

It’s never too late to learn, they say.
Seven years have now passed but I
haven’t lost the hope of returning to
the ‘missions abroad’ again.
I’m grateful for all the graces the
Lord has granted me in these 50 years,
and grateful for the friendship and support of my confreres (Comboni
Sisters/Fathers), extended family and
friends many of whom were present at
my Golden Jubilee celebration in
Chiswick. And I’m grateful for all the
wonderful people I have met during
my years as a Sister; they have
enlivened my faith and given me
courage. God bless them all.

Sr Pat after mass with family and friends
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IVORY COAST
Lost childhood
to chocolate
The number of children working in the cocoa fields continues to
increase. Exploitation and hazardous labour are the bitter taste of cocoa.
rouna, 12, works in a chocolate
field in the southwest of Ivory
Coast. “I have to get up early
every morning to reach the field
along with my brother who is 10, he
says, while cleansing the soil with a
hoe.
He is bare-chested and you can see
his ribs under the skin. Arouna, who
was born on the border with Burkina
Faso, was sent to the village of Sassandra in Ivory Coast eight months
ago to join his father who works in a
cocoa farm. The boy, at first, thought
he was sent to the Ivory Coast to continue his studies. But once he arrived
there, Arouna was led into the forest
and forced to do hard manual labor
in cocoa fields, and he never set foot
in a school.
Ivory Coast continues to show
signs of economic and social recovery
after the political crisis of 2010-2011,
which led to 3000 deaths and
500,000 displaced. Peace and security
have increased the number of people
willing to cross the border and send
their children to work in Ivorian
cocoa fields, so stories like that of
Arouna are becoming increasingly
common. According to a survey conducted by UNICEF and the
Government of Ivory Coast, the estimated number of child workers in the
country has more than doubled, from
800,000 before the crisis to 1,620,000
today. The majority of children arrive

A
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from abroad – Mali, Burkina Faso and
Togo or from the poorer rural areas of
Ivory Coast.

A problem on the rise
Ghana and Ivory Coast supply more
than 70% of the world’s cocoa. Since
1980, the market price of cocoa beans
has fallen sharply, leading, therefore,
local farmers to increasingly recruit
children for the work in the fields.
Child labour in the cocoa fields of
Ivory Coast started to increase in
2011, after the country’s post-election
crisis, when farmers of Burkina Faso
felt confident enough to return to
work their fields. “Over the last four
years a significant number of people
have migrated from countries such as
Burkina Faso to the forests of Ivory
Coast,” said Maxime M’Bras, head of

the local NGO, ‘Stop Child Trafficking’, which fights against child labour.
More than half of the child workers in
Ivory Coast are employed in agriculture, one million children are
exploited in the cocoa sector, according to ICI (the International Cocoa
Initiative). While most of these children, according to UNICEF, are
officially ‘employed’ by their parents,
about 10.9 percent are victims of
cross-border trafficking.

The Government’s measures
Child labour in Ivory Coast is illegal
and is punished with prison terms
ranging from one to five years and
fines from $800 up to $2200. But the
reality is that the law is rarely enforced and prosecutions are almost
unknown. Since 2013, the country
has invested $40 million in initiatives
to reduce child labour, including the
construction of schools, and the creation of a tracking system intended to
detect, along with other investigations, children at risk of exploitation.
Many children, like Aicha, who is
ten years old and works in a field
close to that where Arouna works, are
too afraid of denouncing the hazardous conditions under which they
are forced to work. “Every morning I
work in my family’s field,” says Aicha,
“I pick up the fruit which I then have
to sell before sunset, to buy oil and
salt. This is what I do every day. The
little girl would never say to the authorities that her own parents force
her to work. “I’m too afraid of being
abandoned and remaining alone”.
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by Fr John Clark mccj

EZEQUIEL RAMIN (1953-1985)
WHO LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FOR THE SURUI – PAITER INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
OF THE SETE DE SETEMBRO INDIGENA AREA, AND LANDLESS BRAZILIAN
FARMERS OF CACOAL, RONDONIA. BRAZIL.
he official canonical process of
the beatification of the life and
death of Father Ezequiel Ramin,
Comboni Missionary, was formally inaugurated by Bishop Bruno Pedron
of the Diocese of Ji-Parana, Rondonia,
Brazil, on April 1st, 2016. The Diocese
of Padua, Italy, is equally promoting
Father Ezequiel’s cause of beatification because he was born in Padua on
9th February, 1953, of a humble and
religious family. He was ordained
priest on 29th September 1980. At the
age of 32 he arrived in Cacoal, Rondonia, Brazil. It was after a mere
one-and-a-half years that he was brutally assassinated on 24th July, 1985,
in Rondolandia which borders Rondonia with Mato Grosso.
He had arrived at a time when between 1964-85, Brazil was governed
by a military dictatorship whose ideology was national security and
national development – the benefits
of which were not for the landless
farmers or indigenous peoples but for
national and international capitalists
who were to occupy the Amazon
Basin. The military desire was for
Brazil to become a world power. It
was part of Brazil’s evolution to enter
the Western Industrial World. Military
leaders were anxious to develop and
populate the Amazon.

T

1985-A YEAR OF GREAT
POLITICAL VIOLENCE
With large areas of infertile soil and
inadequate infrastructure Rondonia
witnessed veritable land wars and
land conflicts among land barons,
goldminers, landless farm labourers
and Indigenous peoples, who were
fighting worse than animals over land
and access to resources. Murders,
house-burning and crop destruction
of small farmers were frequent. The
indigenous peoples were also the object of much violent developmental
aggression of exploitation and assasComboni Mission • Aut umn 2016

Fr Ezequiel celebrates Mass for the landless farm labourers.

sination - road construction, settlement projects, mining and timber
extraction, hydroelectric works and
cattle ranching, land invasions, relocations and loss of land. It required a
great act of faith to distinguish the
forces of law and order from the criminal fraternity! The huge influx of
destitute masses of uprooted squatters coming from the south via Cuiaba
and from the north-east via Porto
Velho further complicated matters.
The big landowners – backed by governors, mayors, judiciary, police and
hired gunmen, became afraid of the
civilian government in power who
could pursue for the redistribution of
their uncultivated lands to many landless farmers. Pastoral agents of the
basic Christian communities were
their prime targets.

EZEQUIEL, A YOUNG
MARTYR WHO OPTED FOR
THE POOR
As one who lived a full eighteen
months with him, what remains clear
for me about his death is he lived as
he died: as a true son of Daniel Comboni who proclaimed the Good News

to the Poor. His missionary, religious
and priestly life was a serious total
commitment for him. He never took
his eye off the challenges which the
option of the poor offered, given the
context of so many suffering people
around him.
All the while he lived in Cacoal he
demonstrated his total dedication to
the Surui/Paiter People. He had a
great patient listening ear for them.
His support for the indigenous people and the landless farmers was
unquestionable. He worked well with
the young people in the interior and
performed his parish duties with diligent responsibility.
His killers were hired pistoleiros
and land barons: they well knew he
was a priest from Cacoal. He went
that day to the Catuva Ranch to defend the interests of the Surui-Paiter
People and landless farmers. They
wanted him dead because he stood
up for the rights of the poor and oppressed. What brought about his
death was not rashness, hasty youthful impatience, but a remarkable
consistency – style of life and pastoral attitudes he displayed in trying
to fully live his option for the poor.
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Pope Francis' Message for World
Mission Day 2016 – October 23

Statue of St Therese of Lisieux,
patron of missions and
missionaries

Missionary Church,
Witness of Mercy
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy,
which the Church is celebrating,
casts a distinct light on World Mission Sunday 2016: it invites us to
consider the missio ad gentes
(mission to people) as a great, immense work of mercy, both
spiritual and material. On this
World Mission Sunday, all of us are
invited to “go out” as missionary
disciples, each generously offering
their talents, creativity, wisdom
and experience in order to bring
the message of God’s tenderness
and compassion to the entire
human family. By virtue of the
missionary mandate, the Church
cares for those who do not know the
Gospel, because she wants everyone
to be saved and to experience the
Lord’s love. She “is commissioned
to announce the mercy of God,
the beating heart of the Gospel”
(Misericordiae Vultus, 12) and to
proclaim mercy in every corner of the
world, reaching every person, young
or old.
When mercy encounters a person,
it brings deep joy to the Father’s
heart; for from the beginning the Father has lovingly turned towards the
12

most vulnerable, because his greatness and power are revealed
precisely in his capacity to identify
with the young, the marginalized and
the oppressed (cf. Deut 4:31; Ps
86:15; 103:8; 111:4). He is a kind,
caring and faithful God who is close
to those in need, especially the poor;
he involves himself tenderly in
human reality just as a father and
mother do in the lives of their children (cf. Jer 31:20). When speaking

of the womb, the Bible uses the word
that signifies mercy: therefore it
refers to the love of a mother for her
children, whom she will always love,
in every circumstance and regardless
of what happens, because they are
the fruit of her womb. This is also an
essential aspect of the love that God
has for all his children, whom he created and whom he wants to raise and
educate; in the face of their weak-
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nesses and infidelity, his heart is overcome with compassion (cf. Hos
11:8). He is merciful towards all; his
love is for all people and his compassion extends to all creatures (cf. Ps
144:8-9).
Mercy finds its most noble and
complete expression in the Incarnate
Word. Jesus reveals the face of the Father who is rich in mercy; he “speaks
of [mercy] and explains it by the
use of comparisons and parables,
but above all he himself makes it
incarnate and personifies it”
(JOHN PAUL II, Dives in Misericordia, 2). When we welcome and
follow Jesus by means of the Gospel
and sacraments, we can, with the
help of the Holy Spirit, become merciful as our heavenly Father is
merciful; we can learn to love as he
loves us and make of our lives a free
gift, a sign of his goodness (cf. Misericordiae Vultus, 3). The Church, in
the midst of humanity, is first of all
the community that lives by the
mercy of Christ: she senses his gaze
and feels he has chosen her with his
merciful love. It is through this love
that the Church discovers its mandate, lives it and makes it known to
all peoples through a respectful dialogue with every culture and
religious belief.
This merciful love, as in the early
days of the Church, is witnessed to by
many men and women of every age
and condition. The considerable and
growing presence of women in the
missionary world, working alongside
Comboni Mission • Aut umn 2016

their male counterparts, is a significant sign of God’s maternal love.
Women, lay and religious, and today
even many families, carry out their
missionary vocation in various forms:
from announcing the Gospel to charitable service. Together with the
evangelizing and sacramental work
of missionaries, women and families
often more adequately understand
people's problems and know how to
deal with them in an appropriate
and, at times, fresh way: in caring for
life, with a strong focus on people
rather than structures, and by allocating human and spiritual resources
towards the building of good relations, harmony, peace, solidarity,
dialogue, cooperation and fraternity,
both among individuals and in social
and cultural life, in particular
through care for the poor.
I hope, therefore, that the holy
people of God will continue to exercise this maternal service of mercy,
which helps those who do not yet
know the Lord to encounter and love
him. Faith is God’s gift and not the
result of proselytizing; rather it
grows thanks to the faith and charity
of evangelizers who witness to
Christ. As they travel through the
streets of the world, the disciples of
Jesus need to have a love without
limits, the same measure of love that
our Lord has for all people. We proclaim the most beautiful and greatest
gifts that he has given us: his life and
his love.
All peoples and cultures have the

right to receive the message of salvation which is God’s gift to every
person. This is all the more necessary
when we consider how many injustices, wars, and humanitarian crises
still need resolution. Missionaries
know from experience that the
Gospel of forgiveness and mercy can
bring joy and reconciliation, justice
and peace. The mandate of the
Gospel to “go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you”
(Mt 28:19-20) has not ceased; rather
this command commits all of us, in
the current landscape with all its
challenges, to hear the call to a renewed missionary “impulse”, as I
noted in my Apostolic Exhortation
Evangelii Gaudium: “Each Christian and every community must
discern the path that the Lord
points out, but all of us are asked
to obey his call to go forth from
our own comfort zone in order to
reach all the ‘peripheries’ in
need of the light of the Gospel”
(20).
May Holy Mary, sublime icon of redeemed humanity, model of
missionaries for the Church, teach all
men, women and families, to foster
and safeguard the living and mysterious presence of the Risen Lord in
every place, he who renews personal
relationships, cultures and peoples,
and who fills all with joyful mercy.
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THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF SOUTH SUDAN ISSUE
A MESSAGE OF HOPE AND ENCOURAGEMENT:
‘DO NOT BE AFRAID: RISE ABOVE ADVERSITY!’
he Comboni Missionaries
since the time of St Daniel
Comboni continue working in
South Sudan. It is a country with a
long and troubled history both for
the people and the Church. Comboni and his followers suffered
greatly. In 1964 missionaries were
expelled by the Islamic government
. Today both the missionaries and
their people continue to undergo
uncertainty and suffering as the end
to the civil war continues to seek a
solution.
In this Pastoral Letter the Bishops
of South Sudan reach out to the warring parties begging them to seek
reconciliation.
Let us continue to work for justice
and unite our prayers in seeking a
lasting peace.
16 June 2016 – The Catholic Bishops of South Sudan gathered in Juba
from 14th-16th have issued a message of hope and encouragement to
all South Sudanese. The bishops say
that “now is the time for the government and all citizens to work
together for the future. Do not in-
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dulge in destructive criticism; instead roll up your sleeves and get to
work to build a new nation for ourselves, our children and our
children's children.” DO NOT BE
AFRAID: RISE ABOVE ADVERSITY!

Message of
Encouragement and
Hope from the
Catholic Bishops of
South Sudan
16th June 2016
“Be strong and of good courage,
and act. Do not be afraid or dismayed; for the Lord God, my
God, is with you. He will not fail
you or forsake you, until all the
work for the service of the house
of the Lord is finished.” (1 Chronicles 28:20)

PREAMBLE
We the Catholic bishops of South
Sudan, meeting in Juba from 14th-

Two Comboni missionaries inspect their burnt-out jeep.
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16th June 2016, have prayed and reflected about the situation in our
country in the light of the Gospel,
and we issue this Message of Encouragement and Hope to the
people of South Sudan and our regional and international friends and
partners.
In the life of the Catholic Church,
there have been many blessings during this year. The Holy Father Pope
Francis declared it a Year of Mercy
with the words: “This Jubilee Year of
Mercy excludes no one.” We are
called upon to show mercy and forgiveness, even in the face of great
evil and suffering, but we are also
called upon to repent and do
penance.
The Synods on the Family in 2014
and 2015 led to the publication in
April 2016 of the Post Synodal Pastoral Exhortation Amoris Laetitia,
The Joy of Love. It affirms the centrality of the family – indeed “The
Church is a family of families”, God’s
family - and dwells on pastoral care
for the family. The family does not
exist in a vacuum. Real problems
which face families in South Sudan
are recognised in the Exhortation;
“the family has the right to decent
housing... Families, in particular, suffer from problems related to work,
where young people have few possibilities... Societies experiencing
violence due to war, terrorism or the
presence of organized crime are witnessing the deterioration of the
family... the so-called phenomenon
of ‘street-children’ is on the rise...
forced migration of families, resulting from situations of war,
persecution, poverty and injustice,
and marked by the vicissitudes of a
journey that often puts lives at risk,
traumatizes people and destabilizes
families...” But the document also
speaks highly of African families: “In
some countries, especially in various
parts of Africa, secularism has not
weakened certain traditional values,
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said that ‘loving the enemy is the nucleus of the Christian revolution’;
and Pope Francis said 'the true
strength of the Christian is the
power of truth and love, which leads
to the renunciation of all violence.
Faith and violence are incompatible’.
He has also urged the ‘abolition of
war’...” and called for “A Just Peace
approach... to build peace as well as
to prevent, defuse, and to heal the
damage of violent conflict. This ethic
includes a commitment to human
dignity and thriving relationships...
We recognize that peace requires
justice and justice requires peacemaking.” Echoes of our own
frequent statements that the civil war
in South Sudan has no moral justification can be heard in this.

African Bishops in Rome

and marriages forge a strong bond
between two wider families, with
clearly defined structures for dealing
with problems and conflicts.” May
the strength of our South Sudanese
families be a resource for peace and
reconciliation in our nation.
From 11th-13th April 2016, an important
conference
entitled
“Nonviolence and Just Peace: Contributing
to
the
Catholic
Understanding of and Commitment
to Nonviolence” was held in Rome

Celebrating the family
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under the auspices of the Pontifical
Council for Justice and Peace and
Pax Christi International. The South
Sudanese church participated. The
Conference declared: “We believe
that there is no ‘just war’... Pope
Saint John XXIII wrote that war is
not a suitable way to restore rights;
Pope Paul VI linked peace and development, and told the UN ‘no
more war’; Pope Saint John Paul II
said that ‘war belongs to the tragic
past, to history’; Pope Benedict XVI

THE TRANSITIONAL
GOVERNMENT OF
NATIONAL UNITY
(TGONU –
Transitional
Government of
National Unity)
In August 2015, we welcomed the
signing of the Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the
Republic of South Sudan. We appreciate the serenity with which it has
been accepted by the citizens, despite their worries, and the apparent
willingness amongst the parties to
talk about their disagreements. We
recognise that it is a compromise
agreement and both sides may have
reservations, but we said at the time
that it must be signed and implemented because it is the agreed tool
to bring about a comprehensive
ceasefire.
Reservations are not grounds for
rejecting the agreement. Only when
we have stopped killing ourselves
can we sit down together to rebuild
the nation. Therefore, we are encouraged by the formation of the
Transitional Government of National
Unity. We now have a window of opportunity, a breathing space, for
South Sudanese to find our own
home-grown solution to the root
causes of our conflicts. Our nation is
still fragile, but this is the time for re15

A catholic church attacked and destroyed in the war.

form and reconstruction.
Our leaders have overcome many
political obstacles to form the
TGoNU, and we congratulate them
on reaching this point. We recognise
the difficulties they face and we want
to encourage, affirm and support
them in resolving the difficult task
ahead. Whatever may have happened in the past, now is not the
time for recriminations. Now is the
time for the government and all citizens to work together for the future.
Do not indulge in destructive criticism; instead roll up your sleeves
and get to work to build a new nation for ourselves, our children and
our children's children.

An amazing story of evangelisation
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RISE ABOVE
NEGATIVITY
“Finally, brothers [and sisters],
whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if
there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things.”
(Philippians 4:8)
We regret the amount of negativity
and pessimism that we hear – from
South Sudanese who are still
steeped in the old ways of power
and tribalism; from the international
community; on the internet; in the
media; on social media; within the
diaspora. We say very clearly: NO
MORE NEGATIVITY!
“Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only
such a word as is good for edification according to the need of
the moment, so that it will give
grace to those who hear.” (Ephesians 4:29)
We ourselves do not want to fall
into the trap of pointing fingers, but
we wish to name some of the negative practices that we observe. Stop
assuming that South Sudan and
South Sudanese are doomed always
to fail, and instead give support and
encouragement. Stop disseminating

hate speech and tribalism on the internet and social media, and instead
spread constructive peaceful messages. Stop propagating rumours,
gossip, misinformation and disinformation. Stop attacking and accusing
each other, stop pursuing narrow
personal and tribal interests, but instead work together for the good of
the nation. Be ready to compromise
for peace and for the common good.
Stop seeing everything in its most
negative light. Stop preparing for
war; move with the times into the
new culture of peace and reconciliation.
We are also conscious of the
human frailty of our leaders. Like
every other South Sudanese, they
suffer the trauma of a lifetime of conflict. Do not undermine them.
Instead offer them support and encouragement to rise above their
personal interests. Reassure them
that the nation and the international
community understand their situation. They are human beings, sons
and daughters of God, brothers and
sisters to all of us. They need healing. Let us treat them with love and
mercy, not hatred and condemnation. The priority now is reforming
and rebuilding our shattered nation.
“A perverse man spreads strife,
and a slanderer separates intimate friends” (Proverbs 16:28)
Constant negativity can be a selffulfilling prophecy. If you keep on
saying that something will fail, then
ultimately you will cause it to fail. Instead be positive, and work
concretely for success.

St Josephine Bakita
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Fr John Downey mccj

To know and to pray
the psalms
Praying Psalm 23
This is a psalm of personal trust
by the psalmist in the Lord ‘my
shepherd’. The prayer
manifests complete trust in the
Maker as we see through the
numerous expressions applied
– ‘There is nothing I shall fear’,
‘no evil could I fear’; God is
seen as the watchful shepherd
who cares for his sheep. He
knows each one by name and
leads all to ‘restful waters
where they find repose’. He
guides his flock through the
desert and through the
darkness protecting them from
all harm. ‘Goodness and
kindness shall be with the flock
all the days of their lives’.
Jesus, the Good Shepherd,
leads us to new life: ‘No one
can come to the Father except
through me’ {Jn. 14.6}. Psalm
23 is a favourite at funeral
masses as we pray for the
deceased to be led into eternal
life by the Good Shepherd.
In this month of November,
we can pray psalm 23, slowly
and meaningfully, for our
departed friends and
benefactors.
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The Lord is my shepherd;
There is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
Where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
To revive my drooping spirit.
He guides me along the right path;
He is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of
darkness
No evil would I fear.
You are there with your crook
and your staff;
With these you give me comfort.
You have prepared a banquet
for me
In the sight of my foes.
My head you have
anointed with oil;
My cup is overflowing.
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
All the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
For ever and ever. Amen

The names sent to us of all those who have died are entered on
our list of the dead. They are placed on our altars in our
chapels and remain there throughout the month of November.
Masses are offered by the respective communities for the
repose of their Souls.
‘As our Lord Jesus Christ reaches out to take our hand at
the gate of death, so a new life begins.’
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General Chapter 20:
Daring the Mystery of Encounter....
Towards the XX General chapter of the Comboni Missionary Sisters (CMS) –September 2016
hen I was asked by the Editor to write a few
reflections on the situation
of the CMS around the world and
my own feelings, hopes and dreams,
I couldn’t help but think of the
image of crossing a threshold. a
Congregational one and a personal
one.
The XX General Chapter is almost
upon us and the month of September will see the 52 Chapter
Delegates from all the corners –
Africa, Asia, Americas and Europe of the Comboni Sisters world gathering in the Mother House in Verona
to begin writing a new chapter in
our history: Chapter Twenty –
Daring the Mystery of Encounter
...
The face of the Congregation is
changing. We are 192 fewer than at
the last Chapter. Fewer perhaps; but
we have grown more multicultural.
So, representing the 1,250 members
that we now are from 35 nations,

W

Sr Anne relaxing by Lake Garda
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Celebrating 25 years of Religious Profession.

there will be 15 nationalities from
three continents present and the average age of the Chapter members
will be 49.8 years old. There is much

to hope for from such a vibrant
group.
Of course, we shall not arrive in
Verona tabula rasa (empty handed).
Each of us carries within us our own
feelings, hopes and dreams. This is
why it is so important for all of us to
retain our passion for God’s dream
for humanity, but also to de-construct, leaving space for the Spirit to
lead us where she will. Passion and
the detachment of an open heart,
an open mind and an open will,
the first paradox with which to juggle and to struggle.
These past six years, we have
lived out Chapter 19, (the Mandates
of the 19th General Chapter) of our
story: Holy and Capable. We focused
much on understanding and interiorizing the meaning of Combonian
ministeriality, and therefore, also on
reorganizing our presences and
ministries, on our commitment to
sharing our charism beyond the
boundaries of our traditional images

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

By Sr Anne Marie Quigg CMS - Rome

Comboni Sisters during a break from preparing the General Chapter Assembly

of the Comboni Family. In this respect, the Symposium on the Plan of
Comboni and the Rules of 1871 was
an important landmark for a change
in our mentality towards the concepts
of
collaboration
and
partnership in mission with all
those, religious and lay who wish to
engage with us. In a way, we were
re-appropriating the original dream
of St. Daniel, renewing our understanding of our call to share our
charism with the laity. Chapter 19
was an exciting story: we also journeyed in re-appropriating our
understanding of the Cenacle, another important dimension of our
spirituality. We allowed our first Sisters, especially those who lived as
prisoners of the Mahdi, to enter
more into our lives and to shape
and inspire our commitment to living out Comboni’s dream, to new
ministries in working to eradicate
human trafficking. The tragic events
of the Middle East conflict forced us
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to open our eyes and our hearts to
the cry of the poor and the destitute
and to reflect on our response to migrants and to the victims of
displacement. There was plenty of
scope for responding to the calls of
Pope Francis’ Evangelii Gaudium
which urges us to go out, to mingle
with the people, to enter into a dialogue of life, to witness the
tenderness of the God of Mercy especially to those most abandoned,
and, especially, to be Women of the
Gospel witnessing the joy of life
which God has given us.
So, we do not approach the
Chapter empty handed, or tabula
rasa, but with a wealth of experiences of encounter, of mission, of
passion for the people of God and
for His mission in all the corners of
the globe where we serve His People.
Inspired by the theme proposed
for the Chapter, our preparation was
also partly experiential. Every com-

munity was invited to live an encounter, to dare, together as a
community, an encounter with people or groups around us with whom
we don’t usually meet. In retrospect, we can say that although this
exercise was met by some with a degree of scepticism or hesitation, the
experience of preparing together
and living together a moment of
evangelization as a community, as
Comboni intended us to do, was exciting, refreshing and invigorating,
and opened some new doors, both
to our understanding and practice
of ministry. And so, in Chapter
Twenty, the reflection on ministry,
and on the ‘how’ of being present,
the attitudes of the evangelizer look
set to continue. Who can tell where
the Lord will lead us?
My own dream is that this theme
of daring the mystery of encounter
will continue to inspire us into new
ways of ‘being mission’ as we like
to express it and as Pope Francis so
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beautifully reminds us: ‘I am a mission on this earth.’ (EG. 273) It is my
person that is called to communicate the love and tenderness of God
to others. So, there’s another one;
being versus doing: falling out of
the trap of identifying with what we
do, rather than with who we are,
and are called to become. Becoming mission could be a good
mandate for chapter 20 of our story!
This encounter which we propose as our theme implies many
dimensions: encounter with myself,
with God, with nature, with silence,
with the faces, the struggles, the aspirations of my brothers and sisters,
especially the poor and the voiceless. But it has to necessarily begin
with encounter with myself. So
often, we are too busy encountering
others to be even aware of ourselves, too busy ‘doing God’s work’
that we don’t even notice His presence, let alone allow ourselves to sit
in His presence and be loved by
Him, filled by Him. But as Comboni
Sisters, we are called to live our ministry as an expression of our

spirituality, of our contemplation of
the Crucified, so that we our ministry becomes an extension of
Christ’s embrace of all humanity. We
need to also consider the second element of the theme: We dare the
Mystery of Encounter in order to
live the Combonian Mission
today. Our mission is an expression
of encounter at all those levels mentioned above.
My dream is that our Chapter
might focus on those things necessary, essential for living out our
mission in today’s world. My own
perception is that we need to focus
on the evangelizer, on our own conversion, so that we can, like
Comboni, read the signs of the
times through the lens of faith. We
need to enter into a real discernment about where God is calling us
forward. The challenges are many
and we are few. Here there is a second challenge, the few and the
many, that we are called to juggle
with and find a balance, becoming
‘miraculous weakness’ in the hands
of God.

Continuity and discontinuity
will be another conundrum that we
will have to explore as we write our
twentieth chapter. The courage to
let go of all that our changing, fluid,
contexts, ad intra and ad extra challenge us to leave behind, venturing
into new methodologies, new mentalities, new choices, or perhaps old
ones lived with new awareness and
radicality, so as to live in creative
faithfulness to the charism we have
received.
Yes, the General Chapter stands
before us as a threshold. We are invited to cross it and let go into God,
allowing him to lead us into a new
chapter of our history. We do it in
freedom and trust, for we have experienced
His
faithfulness
throughout the journey.
For myself, there is an additional,
personal threshold, the moment of
moving on after this service as general counsellor. Who knows where
the Lord shall lead me? I shall look
forward to sharing more, on the
writing of our chapter 20 and on my
own new journey in time to come.

Visiting a parish on the outskirts of Omdurman, Sudan
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SR. CLAVERIA GALLI RIP
loving kind person, hardworking,
who always wanted to be actively
involved and have some duties in
community, even when old and
not in the best of health.

R. CLAVERIA was born in
Milan, Italy in 1924 and was
known as Giuseppina at
home. She joined the convent in
Verona in October 1945. A year
after her profession, she was assigned to the London Province.
That was 1950 and post-war London. Our first house was in
Chelsea. She said: “At first we had
no furniture. Sr. Barbara our Superior had a good idea. She took us
to the market to collect orange
boxes. We used these as
wardrobes, shelves and chairs. Our
mattresses were filled with pieces
of cloth”.

S

Sr. Claveria’s later communities
were: Totteridge with the White Fathers (Missionaries of Africa), the
Italian Hospital - London, and Llandrindod Wells - Wales. In most of
these places she was in charge of
the kitchen. From 1971 onwards
she was in Chiswick where she
spent forty-five years as seamstress,
and later as cook.

Claveria was a perfectionist and
whatever she did she did well, either in the ‘guardaroba’ (sewing
room) or in the kitchen. What
marked her out from among the
many precious Sisters we have had
in our London Province was her
hard work, her evident practical
talents, and her memory/lucidity to
the end. She was interested in
everything, even at 92!
She died a peaceful death on 20th
June 2016, surrounded by all the
Sisters of her community.

Sr. Claveria Galli RIP

She was a person of prayer and had
a great devotion to Our Lady and the
holy rosary. She is remembered as a

God bless Claveria for all the years
she has been with us, sustaining us
in so many unnoticed ways. We all
loved her and miss her. She was
precious. May she truly rest in
peace.

SR ANNE PHILIPPA GILLEN RIP
R ANNE PHILIPPA GILLEN was
born on 8th September 1923 in
Hamilton, Scotland. She made
her first profession on 29th September 1935 in Chiswick when she was
32.

S

Sr Anne Philippa Gillen Rip
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After a year Sr. Anne left for her mission in Uganda. She was assigned to
Sacred Heart Secondary School, a
boarding school in Gulu, Uganda,
and was there for 25 years. She is remembered for her mildness,
attention to duty, reliability and
friendliness at all times and to all
people. This boarding school was for
secondary school students, hundreds
of them, and all girls. Sr. Anne was
teaching Christian religion and also
busy helping in the school office. She
had a great love of the girls, who
were mostly aged about 15 – 20.

Many of them subsequently carried
on their education to do Advanced
Level studies and further.
In 1981 she was called back to UK
and was assigned to Llandrindod
Wells, Wales, and later in Glasgow
but mostly she was part of the
Chiswick community, a much loved
member who made everyone laugh
with her comments and turn of
phrase.
The celebration of her 60th anniversary last year (2015) was a joy
for all.
Sr. Anne was sick for a number of
years and was lovingly cared for
throughout. She died on Tuesday
29th March, 2016 in her Chiswick
community. May she rest in peace.
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Letters from readers are most welcome but we regret we cannot publish
them all. Some may be shortened due to lack of space.
You can also email us at:
combonimission@eircom.net • leeds@comboni@org.uk
combonimissionaries@yahoo.com - Editor • vrf@carglw.fsnet.co.uk
Dear Fr,
I was very pleased to see my old
friend Fr Melaku Tafesse in the
magazine promoted at our parish
(Holy Family, Sutton Green) by
one of your missionaries who

made an appeal here in our
church. He was from Togo.
I read Fr Melaku’s homily on the
occasion of the Feast of the Sacred
Heart at Leeds. Fr Melaku and I are
old friends as it was he who

helped me a lot in the parish when
our former parish priest died suddenly. Fr Melaku was then in
London and he was a great help to
us.
He and I have a lot in common

A lay-missionary in Kenya with her pupils
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as he comes from Ethiopia and I
worked for many years for the
Colonial Government in Kenya in
Marsabijt district not far from the
Ethiopian border. Fr Melaku
knows many of my missionary
friends from that area.
We were very happy to welcome
your missionary from Togo and his
appeal made a very good impression on our parishioners. I am
closely associated with the Consolata missionaries in Northern
Kenya since I spent many years
working there.
My prayers and good wishes for
all the good work you do. May
God bless you.
Sincerely,
Mervyn Maciel

Dear Comboni Mission,
I enclose a donation in support of
your work and also with thanks for
the summer issue of ‘Comboni
Mission’. I am always so heartened by the stories of your
missionaries.
With many thanks,
M. Cain, Suffolk.

Dear Comboni Missionaries,
As usual every page of
‘Comboni
Mission’
is
worthwhile.
I found the plight of the
prisoners on Brazil as described by the Bishop of
Castanhal very moving.
Please give this small donation towards his work. I
imagine many of your
readers being shocked by
the situation of the prisoners.
Mr F.J. McCausland,
Bournemouth

brave missionaries living alongside
and sharing the overwhelming
struggles of the indigenous people; the article on St Daniel
Comboni and his deep love for the
Sacred Heart – becoming himself
a part of that unconditional, indestructible power and love! Talking
with one of the Deans of Truro
cathedral recently, I quoted the
lovely words in the article on
Romero of Fr Francesco de Roux sj
that in the end “we discovered that
there is no safety in weapons, and
that the only true and sustainable
protection comes through trusting
people.”
We were discussing the migrant
crisis and the fear of many that
‘refugees’ could be undercover
terrorists.
As the article continues – “today
Romero is asking you, in the name
of Jesus, to continue your support
for ordinary people, Christians
and non-Christians alike…being
seeds of peace wherever we are.”
And how beautiful was the article on the African
FROM THE C
OMBONI M
refugees
in Israel,
ISSIONARI
ES
and those two amazing women of God,
Sr Azezet and Sr Agnese. What a lovely,
happy story- and such
Summer 2016
simple acts of kindness – yet so vast a
fount of love! The
courage and commitment of these and of
the itinerant missionaries in that tragic land
of South Sudan…and
the persevering love of
the Bishop of Castanhal
in the prisons of
Brazil…all so beautiful
and deeply moving.
One family with
A thousand thanks for
non-Christians
bringing such news to us
Bob McCahill
comfortable and fortunate people here at
A modern-day sa
int
home. We are indebted
Dr Edric Baker
and inspired
Fr. Troy retires
Love from
Mrs.C.Hatfield
to Verona
Truro,
Cornwall.

‘Comboni Mission’.
As a busy working mum. I do
not have much time to read, but I
take things to work with me and
read during my 20-minute lunch
break.
I always love the articles on Fr
Bob McCahill, Maryknoll Missionary, and would appreciate any
details on how to follow his activities online. I seem to recall that
your magazine mentioned that.
This summer edition of the
magazine has been one inspiring
article after another…. Fredric
Baker with his care for the poor by
the poor…. How I pray that a successor will come forward as he
desires; the account of the “deep
religious faith that supported the
Easter Rising” in Dublin; the perseverance of the magazine (70
years) – please take heart - it is an
amazing witness! – and one so easily taken by me to work!
Equally awesome – the account
of the situation in Brazil – those
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Dear friends,
I just wanted to write to
say how very moved I
have been reading the
summer edition of
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Don’t Forget your Deceased Loved Ones
in this Year’s November Masses.
Why not have them remembered the whole year round, too!

The Holy Redeemer
Perpetual Mass Guild
Holy Mass is celebrated every day for all members, living and dead.
Quality Membership Certificates in full colour, mounted in beautiful folders,
make an excellent gift, or a gesture of condolence, or simply a reminder of
spiritual union with our missionaries. Certificates will,
on request, be sent directly to those you wish to receive them.

Contact your mission office in Leeds (for England and Wales), Dublin (for Ireland),
or Glasgow (for Scotland) and ask for details and application forms.

COMBONI MISSIONARIES
Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk
www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.southworld.net

