THE QUARTERLY MAGAZINE FROM THE COMBONI MISSIONARIES

COMBONI
MISSION
Globalization of
Indifference
Pope Francis’
Lenten message

Brazil

Comboni missionaries
in South America

A trip to the jungle
of the refugees
A group from
Chiswick visits
Calais

Spring 2015

From the Editor

COMBONI Happy Easter
MISSION
Spring 2015
COMBONI MISSIONARIES
IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND
ENGLAND MISSION OFFICE
Comboni Missionaries
Brownberrie Lane
Horsforth
LEEDS LS18 5HE
Tel: 0113 258 2658
e-mail: leeds@comboni.org.uk
SCOTLAND MISSION OFFICE
Comboni Missionaries
138 Carmyle Avenue
GLASGOW G32 8DL
Tel: 0141 641 4399
e-mail: vrf@carglw.fsnet.co.uk
IRELAND MISSION OFFICE
Comboni Missionaries
8 Clontarf Road,
DUBLIN 3
Tel: 01 833 0051
e-mail: combonimission@eircom.net
CMS MISSION OFFICE
Comboni Missionary Sisters
151 Baillieston Road
GLASGOW G32 0TG
Tel: 0141 771 1773
EDITOR’S OFFICE
Verona Fathers
London Road
SUNNINGDALE SL5 OJY
Berks.
Tel: 01344 621 238
e-mail:
combonimissionaries@yahoo.com
OTHER COMMUNITIES
16 Dawson Place
LONDON W2 4TW
Tel: 0207 229 7059
COMBONI MISSIONARY SISTERS
2 Chiswick Lane
LONDON W4 2JE
Tel: 0208 994 0449
www.comboni.org.uk

2

Malawi - a suffering people.
Our spring edition of ‘Combini Mission’ once
again appears during the cold and wintry
months. Much of the UK is suffering the
onslaught of ice and snow as I write these few
lines. We look forward to the summer months
or holidays to feel the sun on our backs once
more. It’s very much like the season of Lent
you will be experiencing when you receive
this magazine. A period of waiting, doing
some thing to help ourselves step out of our
comfort zone for a while and look forward to
a new spring that Easter and the Resurrection
will bring.
Weather certainly dominates our
conversation and habits especially in these
parts! I was recently back in Brazil passing
some time in one of our parishes and how I
miss the daily blue skies and warm weather.
In many parts of the world climate changes
causes havoc. Fr Donato, our former
colleague based in Glasgow, writes to me
appealing for help as the region where he
works in Malawi is hit by huge flooding.
Hundreds have been drowned, crops and
houses destroyed. Accounts of families and
their homes being suddenly washed away as
they slept at night fills us with horror and
compassion.
He asks for aid – can you help?
If so contact one of our mission offices and
offer your collaboration and prayers for
the hundreds of displaced families.
We don’t like to wallow in sad stories but
the society in which we live continues to
throw up so many of them. We can read of the
Refugees on our doorsteps in Calais knocking
at the door searching for a home. It is a

massive disaster caused by brutal regimes
throughout the world – Lent can be a
moment of shaking ourselves out of our
‘global indifference’ as Pope Francis tells us
and stretching our hands to aid those in need.
Our Church News feature and the visit of a
group from Chiswick makes good spiritual
reading for Lent. Don’t neglect it!
There are many life-giving stories in the
following pages as the generosity and
missionary spirit of so many good people
bring hope to others in heed.
I came back from a short visit to Brazil and
what we saw was the humble service of so
many hardworking people giving their time
and talents to caring for their church. Many
missionaries leaving the comforts of the west
to share the Good News of the Risen Christ
to so many abandoned by society.
I was able to see and tell the people in their
churches of the prayers and great generosity
of our friends and benefactors here in these
isles. These are the tangible signs of the
presence of the Risen Christ amongst us.
To all our Readers and Friends may the
Blessings of Easter descend over you and
be with you.
Happy Easter!
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In Brief

CHURCH NEWS

WORLD MIGRANT
AND REFUGEE DAY

by Fr John Clark mccj

isles and the rarely mentioned income
taxes that enrich the British Government
coffers.
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A WEEK IN ASIA

An overloaded refugee boat near
Lampedusa
We live in the age of migration where millions of people constantly travel in search
of food, shelter, work and safety. People in
such deprivation face unimaginable hardships and untold stories of persecution
and destitution.
Literally thousands of migrants and
refugees, who in their wildest dreams believed “that the streets of Europe
(London) are paved in gold” have tragically died in Mediterranean waters off the
coasts of Italy and Spain. Ironically they
were dying to get here. Tragically on such
a hopeful but very dangerous journey, life
for exiled and displaced persons becomes
like a lottery where their future is far from
certain and imprisonment and deportation a virtual possibility. With fear and
trembling and “bags full of hopes and desires,” they want to forget the hell they
have left behind to start a human life of
new opportunities.
Against such a background, in the message of Pope Francis “Church without
Frontiers, Mother to All” for this year’s
World Day of Migrants and Refugees we
are reminded:
“The mission of the Church…is thus to
love Jesus Christ, to adore and love him,
particularly in the poorest and most abandoned; among these are certainly
migrants and refugees…It is necessary to
respond to the globalization of migration
with the globalization of charity and cooperation, in such a way as to make the
conditions of migrants more humane.”
Christians are challenged to make this
Church without frontiers and mother to
everybody a reality where solidarity and
welcome are shown to the stranger. At the
end of the day, Christians with all others
of good will must strive to establish more
just and equitable political, financial and
economic structures. It is equally important
to
remember
the
positive
contributions migrants make in our local
parish communities and schools, hospitals
and care homes and the professionalism
they proffer to many industries in these
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Pope Francis spent a week in Sri Lanka
and in the Philippines this January. For
some the papal visit to Sri Lanka was considered ill-timed because of the recent
presidential elections there. With Jesuitical tenacity he went ahead to visit a
country that has been ravaged by cruel
civil war for over three decades and where
the costs in terms of human life, alleged
abuses and money were very high. The island’s twenty million population includes
Buddhists, Tamils, and Hindus. Catholics
ethnically Tamil and Sinhalese number
7%. In his message of reconciliation, solidarity and peace Pope Francis called for
healing and unity, not further conflict between the different faiths and strongly
encouraged interfaith dialogue. In
Colombo he canonised St. Joseph Vaz, the
17th century missionary who is the firstever official Sri Lankan Saint. Praying at
the Shrine of Our Lady of Madhu deep in
the jungle, he asked God for inspiration
and strength to build a future of reconciliation, justice and peace on the island.
Later the Philippines with its 86%
Catholic population welcomed him with
open arms. Throughout his short visit he
spoke of the family, environment, corruption and poverty. He visited Tacloban
where the 2013 typhoon Haiyan killed
and displaced thousands. Sadly, a 27 year
old Catholic relief worker died tragically
at the Tacloban Mass site. Due to wind and
rain conditions his visit was cut short
much to his regret. The climax of the
Papal visit came when before six to seven
million people in Rizal Park, Manila, he
concelebrated Mass in which he gave an
encouraging message of hope.
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Getting to know the
Comboni Missionaries

by Fr John Downey mccj

In this our spring edition we continue our
acquaintances with Comboni Missionaries,
priests, religious, lay. Fr Carlos Collantes
Bascaran is a Spanish Comboni Missionary,
working in Brazil and well-known to our
Editor Fr John with whom he worked for many
years and also many of our colleagues.
We hope you will draw some inspiration as
we speak to Fr Carlos.

Fr Carlos How did you come in contact with
the Comboni Missionaries?
Studying at the University of Oviedo I came in contact with
Fr Fare, an Italian missionary. I was well engaged in the
University life playing football, attending classes, playing
several musical instruments. I was friendly with a young
girl and she was very religious. We talked a lot about the
Bible and questions of religion. One day I had the opportunity of seeing the film Frei Damien (now St Damien) the
Belgian priest who worked on the isle of Molokai, Hawaii,
amongst lepers. This made a great impression on me. I
continued my studies at University doing Chemistry.
The Comboni magazine ‘Mundo Negro’ was received in
our house and I read an appeal to young men to become
missionaries. I wrote to the Comboni house and Fr Fare
came to see me. Meanwhile I played in the University team
that won the University National championship and I
played in a band composed of 20 students from different
Universities. We played at festivals, enlivening street parties and other events. I finally decided at 20-years-of-age to
join the Comboni Missionaries. I thought of having to renounce football and music but it was not to be. My
girlfriend was not allowed to follow me!
I then studied in Spain, Portugal and in 1970 was ordained in Portugal. Destined for Uganda I was sent to
Sunningdale to study English. I have a smattering of English having just stayed 3 months. The coup brought about

Fr Carlos - musician

by Amin meant I had to be reassigned and this time it was
to go to Brazil.
As a priest my humble talents have been of great value to
me. I played professional football in Portugal and here in
Brazil appearing in the national football magazine ‘Placar’
under the title ‘Good on the ball, good at the altar’. My
love of music has been beneficial in accompanying Masses
and youth gatherings throughout Brazil. Most of my work
has been in parishes training leaders and working with
youth groups. I was Provincial here for 6 years. A tough
time!
All of this has kept me healthy and well as I enter my 74th
year. Just recently I took to the field with my trusty companion John of many years and as usual he played against
us displaying his customary Scottish tough style.

Much has been written about the ‘invasion’
of Pentecostal/western rooted sects? How
do you see this upsurge in Brazil?

Fr Carlos visits a family at work in the fields.
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It is certainly true as one can find on our streets here in a
rural town practically two or three different churches on almost every corner. They are well-turned-out pastors who
direct these temples and the meeting places are generally
attractive buildings. They seem to possess a good financial
backing and no doubt their preaching style is very much
based in the belief that wealth is a much sought after blessing of God. The pastors are good communicators and are
able to captivate their congregation with an almost fanatical presentation consisting in an exaggerated and highly
Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

coloured language accompanied with a lot of gesticulation.
People are not given space to reflect but are subject to an
almost hypnotic confrontation being lulled into a false
sense of security. Healings (physical and spiritual) are
sought by participants as the exclamations of ‘alleluia’
‘Amen’ and strange languages of the spirit are repeated at
intervals. Prayers are made to attain success in business as
I noticed in a boutique the other day ‘Jesus is the source of
my success.’ Pizza restaurants run by Evangelicals do not
sell alcohol as it is contrary to their beliefs. There is an outright prohibiting of alcoholic beverages. The system of the
‘tithe’ (a tenth of earnings pledged to the church) helps to
maintain fine buildings.
Their commitment is strongly individualistic (stop drinking, smoking) with little concern for a faith motivated by
the desire to make a better world (rights, solidarity, peace,
ecumenism).
In many ways it presents a religion which is the ‘opium’
of the people ‘pie in the sky’.

How does the Catholic Church face these
challenges? No doubt they draw people
away from the Catholic faith.
The first thing we should note about Brazil is of how evangelization was first done or better still not done! Baptism,
the sacraments, have been the most important events in
the life of our people here and also to a great extent in Europe. No serious catechizing of the people was adopted
and the result was a shallow faith that saw religion as getting baptised, making ones First Holy Communion etc.
Reading, knowledge of scriptures was not pursued.
Today and for a good period the Church in Brazil has followed a systematic campaign to bring the faith and
knowledge of the faith to Catholics. There is so much to
offer and many communities are faithful to study and engagement in the transformation of Society motivated by
the following of Jesus who befriended the poor, healed the
sick and prisoners. The priority of our Church as opposed
to the Evangelicals is to encourage our People to care for
each other and avoid being a closed sect intent in seeking
consolation and an escape from social responsibilities. As
the Gospel reminds us of Jesus’ intentions : ‘I have come
so that they may have life And have it to the full’ (Jn 10.10)

The Church continues to speak out in defence of the Indian
persecuted population
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Member of University champions team (Front row far left)

We must not disfigure the Gospel and the story of Jesus
who came to give his life to save mankind. Following Jesus
is to leave behind all that hinders and take up the Cross
but always in a spirit of joy and hope. Following Christ is
not to flee the world but engage with all our might in being
missionary disciples of Jesus Christ.

Finally how to accomplish your mission here
in Santa Rita?
After 40 years in Brazil I’m still learning! Our region here
has been neglected for many years. Only 4 years ago we
took over this part of Santa Rita. The people for instance
had their Masses on Wednesday nights now they are celebrated on a Sunday – twice a month. The congregations
vary – I have celebrated with 5 people. We need to increase
our presence to establish a habit and tradition. We organise leadership courses for ministers, catechists, youth and
liturgy and music ministry. Perhaps we need travelling- lay
-missionaries to strengthen and support weaker communities. In the social sphere Fr Xavier directs a Centre for
Human Rights, a childcare school teaching many varied
professions and also is a prison chaplain. A recycling Centre employing over 39 workers is managed by Bro
Francisco.
God willing we shall continue and pray that many more
vocations will appear.
We Combonis look forward full of hope!

Fr Carlos with his two brothers – a priest (middle ) and doctor.
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By Fr John Downey mccj

A Trip to

A Diary
Joao Pessoa

fter 9 years back in the London
Province I had the great opportunity of going back to Brazil for
a month-long stay in one of our
parishes on the Northeast of Brazil –
Santa Rita – a smallish town 15 miles
from the capital Joao Pessoa. It would
be my first visit to that part of Brazil. I
was looking forward to it.
I arrived in Recife, Brazil 11th December to be met by my old friend
Padre Carlos and a Togolese scholastic, Pedro, who had come up from
Sao Paulo to spend some working experience in the parish of St Anthony. I
had left London with temperatures
around the zero mark – it was now
30c + in Recife – how pleasant!
We set off for Santa Rita and the
home of the community with whom I
would be staying. It took us 2 hours
with a lot of heavy goods trucks on
the road. The roads consist of a simple one lane with little opportunities
for overtaking,
After a long journey I was already
rather shattered and after a glass of
water it was time for rest. My introduction to the mosquito family was

A
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eased with the use of the mosquito
net which a day later had to be
changed for a larger size!
Next day I didn’t have an awful lot
of time to recover as we set off for the

local hospital to visit Bro. Carmelo, a
Comboni Missionary, who was being
treated for diabetic complications to
the legs. He is an old friend from way
back in ‘74 when I first got to Brazil.

Santa Rita

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

Fr John celebrates with Fr Francis, parish priest in Santa Rita.

He is now engaged in running an industrial school for needy young
people. He has being doing this work
for over 30 years and has had good results.
For lunch it was back to the rice and
beans plus some meat and veg. Very
healthy. In the evening we went off to
visit one of the local churches for a
meeting-review of the year 2014
within the community of St Joseph.
The meeting didn’t take too long as
there were only 4 people present, a
father and daughter, and another two
from a nearby church community!
It was quite a shock and almost unbelievable as it is a well-populated
area of the town. The following Sunday I celebrated mass in the chapel of
St Joseph and there was an increase

Church of St Francis
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with ten people in the congregation!
The collection didn’t break any
records. I think we have lost a lot of
‘Catholics’ whether from neglect or
misguided pastoral activity. In the
area much building and social projects have been pursued (nursery
school, Recycling Centre, Centre for
Human Rights, chapels). There is a
dire need for direct evangelization –
nurturing the Faith and encounter
with the Gospel message, regular contact with the people and their church
to build up traditions and motivations
for practising the faith. Not just the
comfortable handing out of sacraments - there was a Baptismal
celebration for 50 children just before
Christmas. Most would never be back

to Church.
I was able to attend the ordination
of 8 new deacons for the Diocese
which shows that vocations in this
Diocese are quite healthy. The celebration was held in the Cathedral and
the church was packed. The students
to be ordained were finely vested and
the Archbishop preached a sermon
which lasted 40 minutes. In truth it
was not a service reflecting the culture and lifestyle of the people
around the Diocese. It was very
Roman and in no way enculturated in
the music and lives of the people. The
service lasted around 3 hours and no
one seemed put out – except me.
Joao Pessoa the capital of the State
of Paraiba is known as the second
greenest, environmental-friendly city
in the world. Paris is first. Despite the
ecological attractions the city, outside
the historic centre with the beautiful
16th century church of St Francis, is
busy, very hot and not very attractive.
The pavements are filled with hawkers trying to sell all sorts of wares
from toys, packets of sweets, cigarettes to mobile phones and other
electrical equipment. It is a hand to
mouth existence for the traders.
However, it is sufficient to journey
out to the nearby sea with its fine
beaches to find yourself in another
world of the beautiful people, classy
hotels and elegant high-rise luxury
apartments built obviously for the famous and wealthy.
We took some photos of the wonderful beaches with the many fishing
boats.
Our Christmas Mass was celebrated

A side street in Santa Rita parish
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Sugar cane plantation

in the main Chapel of St Anthony. The
church was full and the service lively
and joyful. After Mass we got together
for a wee dram from the present I had
brought when I came out - it had definitely matured.
On Christmas our community of
priests was invited out to the house of
the Sisters’ community for lunch. It
was a different Christmas with no tinsel or Christmas presents in sight. No
one seemed to bother. On Christmas
evening we concelebrated a Mass with

Fr Carlos strumming the guitar and
livening up the proceedings. Christmas in the city of Joao Pessoa had
witnessed 14 murders.
Amongst our journeys were visits to
our chapels in the nearby rural areas.
These small villages depend on agriculture for their upkeep but mainly in
the sugar cane and pineapple plantations. There are acres of these
plantations which were worked in the
past by slaves from Africa and now by
the locals. Work beneath the scorching sun is hard and the wages are

Bishop Aldo Gerna (2nd from right ) with Comboni colleagues
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meagre – maybe £1 an hour. Time
never allowed me to meet the workers and hear their opinions. Also
within the region are small factories
that sell mineral water present in the
region. Some of the chapels are well
attended others not. As we travelled
through the small village most people
were either bathing in the local river
or sat in bars drinking, dancing and
listening to music. In one of these
chapels two or three families made up
the congregation. The local flies had a
field day as they attacked us during
the Mass.

Fr John with some children waiting for mass to begin
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Fr Carlos with guitar

Pedro, Togolese Comboni seminarian

For the New Year we travelled south
to visit friends of Fr Carlos. They live
in the State of Espirito Santo where I
had first worked on arrival in Brazil in
1974. In stark contrast with the Northeast of Brazil it is well developed
having been colonised by Italian immigrants. It was here that the
Comboni missionaries set up their
first Minor Seminary.
We managed a visit to one or two of
our remaining parishes and also the
home for retired priests where we
were reunited with some colleagues
and our former Bishop Dom Aldo
Gerna, 84 years-of-age and looking fit
and healthy. The house is a few hundred yards from the sea. The State of
Espirito Santo was tamed and cultivated to such an extent that it is now
a prosperous and strong land. Coffee
has been a predominant crop and
many of the descendants of Italians
still manifest a strong faith with some
beautiful churches constructed over
the many years of settlement. Much of
this was done by their own voluntary
labour and skills. It is a truly fine heritage. During our time there I took
part in a charity football match and
scored in a 5-5 draw. Miraculous! (It
really was a small pitch for six-a-side).
We had a good Hogmanay celebration
with singing and some refreshments.
Back up north to our parish. Only a
few days remained before I was heading back home. It had been a great
experience and celebrating in the different chapels over this period. We
managed to fit in a visit to Maria de
Lourdes who lives in a house in urComboni Mission • Spring 2015

Maria de Lourdes with daughter

gent need of reform. The roof leaks,
there is no privacy within the house
for toilet facilities and no running
water. She lives with her grandchild.
Her daughter living nearby also lives
in squalor. Her daily work is pushing
a heavy barrow collecting scrap for
sale and her only means of livelihood.
She is very ill and needs immediate
care. The Fathers are helping both of
them out with aid from Scottish benefactors.
Our Comboni colleagues in Brazil
are ageing. Three of us in the community of Santa Rita are over 70. The
areas to be covered in order just to
meet other colleagues or have meetings are immense. Brazil is larger than
Europe. Not many youngsters are
coming on board. Some Combonis
from Europe are going back to Brazil
already worn out. Others in Brazil battle on when they should be retired.
The Church as an institution in Brazil

is dynamic and offers wonderful pastoral support. The Diocese I was in
has young priests and could survive
for a long time. The people in these
regions are pious and religious at
heart. Many are the signs of active
churches. On the other hand there is
much indifference or just simple ignorance of the faith.
We here in Europe are doing great
work. The laity whom we meet constantly are tremendous supporters of
mission in poorer countries. They
have a great tradition of Faith and
pass it on in prayer and solidarity.
These are good things. Comboni Missionaries in Europe must trust more
in their role in bringing hope and solidarity
to
so-called
‘mission
territories’ – to bring the attention of
the powerful ‘North’ to the needy
‘South World’. To continue to share
the Faith with the poorest and most
abandoned.
9

MALAWI
Chaplaincy in
prisons where justice
is in short supply
he author, Fr Tiziano Laurenti,
studied theology at our International scholastic at Elstree,
London. After ordination he worked
in Italy and then Malawi. He soon
became formator at Elstree his alma
mater and then went back to Malawi
where he is now. On a recent visit to
our Province he got us up to date on
his present mission work. Being a
chaplain in one of the most overcrowded prison in Malawi. Giving
dignity, hope and friendship to the
prisoners. He recounts his experience for us.

T
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“When I passed through the gates
of the prison on the outskirts of
Blantyre, I found myself entering another world. All the young offenders
dressed in the standard white prison
uniform and, with faces either expressionless or showing deep
sadness, walked dejectedly from one
wall to the other and back again.
Some held their heads down as if
searching for something they might
have dropped, others watched the
guards carefully, and still others conversed in whispers for fear of being
overheard. My gaze rested on one

group of offenders who, equipped
with their mess tins, were queuing
for their daily food ration”.
This is how Fr. Tiziano Laurenti, an
Italian Comboni Missionary with
more than 35 years’ service in
Malawi, tells of his first visit to the
prison of Chichiri (one of the seven
prisons in the south of Malawi to
which he has recently been appointed chaplain).

Heads on their knees
In Malawi there are 20 prisons of
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By Fr Tiziano Laurenti www.SouthWorld.

one kind or another with an estimated prison population of around
13 thousand detainees. The main
problem is over-crowding. “The prisons are over-crowded,” says Fr.
Tiziano, “and the cells are in effect
big dormitories where not everyone
has the good fortune of a place on
the floor to sleep. Many sleep sitting
on the floor with their heads on their
knees, squashed one against another
thus ensuring a ready breeding
ground for infections such as tuberculosis”.
The prisons in general contain
many minors even though officially
there are three prisons assigned especially for young offenders –
Mikuyu, Bvumbwe, and Kachere.
“Speaking with the prisoners,” Fr.
Tiziano continues, “I am convinced
that many of these boys could be returned to their homes to be looked
after by their families. It seems that
magistrates judge these young men
much too superficially. In fact there
is a significant number of cases
where innocent youths have been
put in prison because the police
Comboni Mission • Spring 2015

have been unable to arrest a brother
or neighbour for the offence committed”.
According to the chaplain no distinctions are made between
first-time and repeat offenders.
“Those who are awaiting trial and
those already carrying out their sentences,” Fr. Tiziano insists, “are put
together. The only difference is that
the former cannot leave their cells
unless the police come to take them
out, while the latter are able to take
part in all the activities of normal
prison life”.
Malawi has just one maximum security prison, Zomba, which was
built by the British in colonial times.
There are specific sections there for
women, for those condemned to
death, for lifers, career criminals, the
criminally insane, those awaiting
trial and for first-time offenders. The
prison population tops 3,000 individuals. There are 30 people on
death row, many of whom have not
yet been able to submit an appeal to
Malawi’s Supreme Court. It is many
years now that there has been no execution in Malawi. The death penalty
remains part of Malawi’s penal code
and in certain cases judges impose it
in the knowledge that in all likelihood it will never be carried out.

Always the same question
Moving from one prison to another
Fr. Tiziano always asks himself the

same question: does justice really
exist here? “I have the impression,”
he confides, “that in Malawi justice
for the poor means a prison sentence while the rich, as soon as they
get to prison, pay large sums of
money and obtain a release under
caution. Once in prison a person
loses all respect and is barely considered a human being. Everything is
done to humiliate prisoners and to
cut away any self-esteem that they
might have. Often, and this is against
regulations, prisoners are assigned
to prisons far away from their families and thus cannot receive visits
since their loved ones are too poor
to be able to afford the journey to
come to visit them. Progressively
prisoners get forgotten by everyone”.
The chaplain goes on to note that
the judicial system in Malawi is slow,
corrupt and without the resources it
needs. “Preliminary enquiries,” he
muses, “leave a lot to be desired.
Recognised lawyers are few, with
poor preparation and unregulated
fees; as a result, with the exception
of homicidal cases, ordinary people
go to court undefended. In homicide cases lawyers see their clients
just before they go into the court
room. Preliminary meetings between
the accused and his lawyer are
dropped because of a lack of funds.
Homicidal cases are only tabled once
the government has received suffi-
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cient subsidies to pay the lawyers,
judges and secretaries and to cover
the costs of their transfers to the
place where the crime was committed. Waiting times for hearings can
last 10 years. In Chichiri Prison today
there is a woman who was arrested
on 14 September 2004 in connection with an unlawful killing. It is
clear that this woman is not the
guilty party herself but, or so it appears, she knows who is. The other
two people accused with her, her
uncle and her husband, were released from prison years ago with a
caution. A hearing actually took
place 4 years ago but the sentence
has still not been delivered. Ten
years and still no conclusion”.
Another problem is that documents often go missing. “At the High
Court in Blantyre – alleges Fr. Laurenti – the court’s records are made
inaccessible with the result that people cannot then request an appeal
because the documents required
cannot be produced. A whole year
has gone by since I began requesting
the court records of a hearing that
sentenced three sisters to life imprisonment.”

adds the chaplain, “we establish contact with the prisoner’s family who
often do not know where their family member is or how to trace him.
We also offer the chance of rehabilitation after release at the end of a
sentence”.
“During time spent inside we offer
prisoners the chance to study at both
the primary and secondary levels of
the Malawian education system. This
is a project particularly close to our
hearts in the young offenders’ units.
For women prisoners we offer promotional activities which are best

carried out in groups”.
“In our prisons there are significant problems and challenges on the
health and sanitation front. There
are prisoners who are ill especially
those suffering from TB or
HIV/AIDS. We minister to these and
try to help by augmenting their meagre daily food ration by providing
regular protein-rich supplements. In
our service as chaplains the faith aspect is pivotal. For Catholics, and
indeed for anyone who wishes to
pray with us, we offer the comfort of
faith in God and through common
prayer we establish a very real link
with the community of the faithful
outside the prison walls. The greatest gift that can be made to a
prisoner here,” concludes Fr.
Tiziano, “is a bar of soap so that he
can then wash himself and wash his
prison uniform too. The government
seems to have forgotten that these
prisoners are also human beings
whose dignity should be respected
no matter what they might be guilty
of. When someone’s term in prison
comes to an end, we do our best –
should it be needed – to ensure that
the ex-prisoner has a decent pair of
trousers and a shirt to wear and the
full bus fare home to his village and
family – a chance to make a new start
with some degree of dignity”.

Know how to listen
The presence of Fr. Tiziano, along
with a lay-man and a nun, is an attempt to open up the possibility of
establishing a friendship with those
in prison, spending time with them,
listening to their problems and looking for solutions. “Where possible,”
12
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Pope’s Message for Lent 2015 warns
of ‘globalization of indifference’
Pope Francis’ Message for Lent 2015 was released by the Vatican. In his letter the Holy
Father invites all believers to open their hearts to God and to overcome a ‘globalization of
indifference’ that, he said, is threatening to spread a feeling of distress and powerlessness
and causing individuals and communities to withdraw into themselves, closing “the door
through which God comes into the world and the world comes to him.”
An abbreviated text of Pope Francis’ Message for Lent 2015 follows:
“Make your hearts firm” (James5:8)

tion of the Son of God, the gate between God and man, between
heaven and earth, opens once for all.
The Church is like the hand holding
open this gate, thanks to her proclamation of God’s word, her
celebration of the sacraments and
her witness of the faith which works
through love (cf. Gal5:6). But the
world tends to withdraw into itself
and shut that door through which
God comes into the world and the
world comes to him. Hence the
hand, which is the Church, must
never be surprised if it is rejected,
crushed and wounded. God’s peo-

While the rich feasted the beggar Lazarus was left abandoned at the door.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Lent is a time of renewal for the
whole Church, for each communities and every believer. Above all it is
a “time of grace” (2 Cor6:2). God
does not ask of us anything that he
himself has not first given us. “We
love because he first has loved us” (1
Jn4:19). He is not aloof from us.
Each one of us has a place in his
heart. He knows us by name, he
cares for us and he seeks us out
whenever we turn away from him.
He is interested in each of us; his
love does not allow him to be indifferent to what happens to us.
Usually, when we are healthy and
comfortable, we forget about others
(something God the Father never
does): we are unconcerned with
their problems, their sufferings and
the injustices they endure… Our
heart grows cold. As long as I am relatively healthy and comfortable, I
Comboni Mission • Spring 2015

don’t think about those less well off.
Today, this selfish attitude of indifference has taken on global
proportions, to the extent that we
can speak of a globalization of indifference. It is a problem which we, as
Christians, need to confront.
When the people of God are converted to his love, they find answers
to the questions that history continually raises. One of the most urgent
challenges which I would like to address in this Message is precisely the
globalization of indifference. Indifference to our neighbour and to
God also represents a real temptation for us Christians. Each year
during Lent we need to hear once
more the voice of the prophets who
cry out and trouble our conscience.
God is not indifferent to our world;
he so loves it that he gave his Son for
our salvation. In the Incarnation, in
the earthly life, death, and resurrec-

Through the Resurrection God opens the
gate of salvation

13

ple, then, need this interior renewal,
lest we become indifferent and withdraw into ourselves.
Every Christian community is
called to go out of itself and to be engaged in the life of the greater
society of which it is a part, especially with the poor and those who
are far away. The Church is missionary by her very nature; she is not
self-enclosed but sent out to every
nation and people. Her mission is to
bear patient witness to the One who
desires to draw all creation and
every man and woman to the Father.
Her mission is to bring to all a love
which cannot remain silent. The
Church follows Jesus Christ along
the paths that lead to every man and
woman, to the very ends of the earth
(cf. Acts1:8). In each of our neighbours, then, we must see a brother
or sister for whom Christ died and
rose again. What we ourselves have
received, we have received for them
as well. Similarly, all that our brothers and sisters possess is a gift for the
Church and for all humanity.
Dear brothers and sisters, how
greatly I desire that all those places
where the Church is present, especially our parishes and our
communities, may become islands of
mercy in the midst of the sea of indifference!

As individuals too, we are tempted
by indifference. Flooded with news
reports and troubling images of
human suffering, we often feel our
complete inability to help. What can
we do to avoid being caught up in
this spiral of distress and powerlessness? First, we can pray in
communion with the Church on
earth and in heaven. Let us not underestimate the power of so many
voices united in prayer! The 24
Hours for the Lord initiative, which I
hope will be observed on 13-14
March throughout the Church, also
at the diocesan level, is meant to be
a sign of this need for prayer. Second, we can help by acts of charity,
reaching out to both those near and
far through the Church’s many charitable organizations. Lent is a
favourable time for showing this
concern for others by small yet concrete signs of our belonging to the
one human family. Third, the suffering of others is a call to conversion,
since their need reminds me of the
uncertainty of my own life and my
dependence on God and my brothers and sisters. If we humbly implore
God’s grace and accept our own limitations, we will trust in the infinite
possibilities which God’s love holds
out to us. We will also be able to resist the diabolical temptation of

thinking that by our own efforts we
can save the world and ourselves.
As a way of overcoming indifference and our pretensions to
self-sufficiency, I would invite everyone to live this Lent as an
opportunity for engaging in what
Benedict XVI called a formation of
the heart (cf. Deus Caritas Est, 31). A
merciful heart does not mean a weak
heart. Anyone who wishes to be merciful must have a strong and
steadfast heart, closed to the tempter
but open to God. A heart which lets
itself be pierced by the Spirit so as to
bring love along the roads that lead
to our brothers and sisters. And, ultimately, a poor heart, one which
realizes its own poverty and gives itself freely for others. During this
Lent, then, brothers and sisters, let
us all ask the Lord: “Fac cor nostrum
secundum cor tuum”: Make our
hearts like yours(Litany of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus). In this way we will
receive a heart which is firm and
merciful, attentive and generous, a
heart which is not closed, indifferent
or prey to the globalization of indifference. It is my prayerful hope that
this Lent will prove spiritually fruitful for each believer and every
ecclesial community. I ask all of you
to pray for me. May the Lord bless
you and Our Lady keep you.

The poor cry for justce and compassion
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2300 destitute
refugees

in Calais
By Sr Maria Graca / Comboni Missionary

he Comboni Cenacle of Missionary Prayer Group in
Chiswick, London, launched
an urgent Christmas appeal to collect donations of warm clothes,
tents, shoes, toiletries and blankets
to take over personally to the
Refugees’ Camp in Calais on 27th
December.
The idea came from Aemro, one of
our Cenacle members from Eritrea.
He had heard there are many young
Eritreans amongst others in Calais
that would be cold and hungry this
Christmas sleeping in the woods by
the side of the road.
The Christmas appeal received an
overwhelming response in a very
short space of time and we were offered far more than we could carry.
People showed a great deal of loving
concern for the refugees. The spirit
of unconditional giving was really
very moving. Several told me that
they felt that being able to help the
refugees in fact gave them the best

T
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Christmas present.
We loaded 6 cars full of donations
and drove to Dover. There was a
huge storm and the port of Calais
was closed for a while. When we arrived at the camp there was a hail
storm, strong winds and heavy rainfall. Many of the plastic coverings
and small tents had been blown

down and people were wet and cold
and without proper warm clothes
and shoes.
It was shocking to see the place
where they were living and also to
see how young the people are – late
teens and twenties. We met Eritreans, Ethiopians, Sudanese, Iranians,
Syrians and Afghans. Young men and
women and some children. Ajok, a
Sudanese member of the Cenacle,
met a pregnant woman whose tent
was being protected by other tents
to try to keep her warm.
When we first arrived in the mud
and rain, we were immediately offered shelter under a black plastic
sheet held up by sticks by 6 young
Ethiopian refugees – one boy was

The Group on the journey to Calais
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only 16! They had made a fire under
the plastic sheet and had put their
tents on top of lots of newspapers to
keep warm. We sat in a circle around
the fire and we talked – Cenacle
member Lul from Eritrea acted as interpreter. They offered us their
broken chairs to sit on and a small
plastic pot of the food they were
sharing. I could not believe the hospitality they offered us in the middle
of this terrible storm. One young
man, who was very distraught, began
to talk about Our Lady, so we all
began to pray together, which united
us and brought some moments of
peace and calm as Christ sat with us.
Outside, Francois from L’Auberge
des Migrants, began to distribute the
tents we brought. He first distributed tickets to the people gathered
around our cars in order to avoid a
frenzied grab. We kept talking and
listening to their requests for plastic
sheets, for shoes, jackets and warm
clothes trying to calm their desperation in the pouring rain. Many had
just arrived so were not equipped
for these storms. They did not know
where to go to get food or clothes or
shelter.
One very slim Afghan boy I spoke
to covered his face with a scarf and
was very agitated. I took the scarf
away from his face so I could talk to
him, and saw he was very young. He
was ashamed he said because he had
not had a shower, nor brushed his
teeth for some time. He asked where
he could shower and find good
shoes – his had holes in them.
We were shocked by the lack of facilities for the refugees and the lack
of volunteers or organizations in
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The Chapel – a place of hope and consolation

Calais helping them. There were a
few brave and valiant people helping
a great deal such as Pascale from Secours Catholique, Francois and
Christian from L’Auberge des Migrants and Amelie and Sarah from
Solid-R, but they felt it was very little
and did not meet the needs of the
young people. We would like to
thank these wonderful volunteers
for showing us around and for all
the good work they have been doing
for some years with very little support.
Next we were taken to the chapel
built out of plastic and tents by the
Eritreans. They had put carpets on
the floor and we entered the darkness taking off our shoes. The storm
had got stronger, thunder and lightening and the plastic being blown so
hard we thought we were going to

be blown away. But a young Eritrean
lit the few candles they had at the
altar they had made and we all knelt
and prayed together for some time –
crying quietly in the dark for this
desperate situation. It was another
moment where we felt God’s presence very close to us.
Feven, another Eritrean member
of the Cenacle had prepared large
quantities of Eritrean food. Many of
our group stayed at the Secours
Catholique hall packing the food in
boxes ready to be taken to the
woods and given out. The food was
a huge success and gratefully received by the refugees.
Finally we went to a women’s
house run by Solid-R and housed 50
women and children. It had warmth,
showers, toilets, food and beds. But
more of these are needed. We were
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told there are another 230 women
and children sleeping in the woods.
We saw several children wrapped up
in plastic sheets outside the Eritrean
chapel in La Jungle Tioxide. As we
were leaving a few of the girls were
wrapping up warm, preparing themselves to go back out to the woods
to sleep as there was no space for
them at the house. Aemro gave them
a lift back in the car to the woods.
The problem at the women’s house
was they are short of warm underclothes, toiletries, shoes (many only
had sandals or flip-flops), also flour,
onions, oil and other food.
It was dark now and we had to go
to the ferry. We still felt there was so
much we could do and now we
know more, we can help more efficiently. Now we are back we are all
busy planning what we can do next
to help. Here are some of the reactions of the Cenacle group to this
experience:
Sr Natalia: “their hope in a better
future, their faith and trust in God
symbolized in the building of the
chapel with plastic, like their fragile
tents, but, where most of the members of the CMP bare footed,
together with a few people, cried out
to God for help, for protection and
for a deeper love and true commitment to justice and peace between
Nations... Others were organizing
the food already cooked by Feven to
be distributed, a sign of deep communion that comes from prayer
and commitment to our neighbours.
In the women’s Centre, the last
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spot we visited, among the many
other expressions for help, was witnessed in the clinging of a roughly
two-year-old-child to Aemro. It said
everything. It was deeply moving.”
Miso: “I want to continue helping
refugees in Calais.
I’m happy to continue with donations, purchasing more tents or any
other help you may suggest. I have a
need to continue helping them in
their shocking need.
I keep thinking of those shivering
people in this freezing weather, with
too small shoes and their bare feet
sticking out with no socks, wearing
summer jackets and those we
haven’t even seen, (my own feet are
still recovering from getting a little
wet and I think about them...) I
think they are literally going to
freeze and damage their health.
I suggest we continue in our mission. I would really like us to act
quickly to meet their immediate
needs.”

their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering”. I,
Graça, am also hearing the Lord
saying: I have seen the generosity of
your hearts and the commitment
you made to help them.
After this first visit there is so
much to digest, to pray for and to
reflect together with immediate action!
A special thank you to my wonderful and very good driver,
Fátima!”

Peter: “What a snow storm! We
were certainly sent a message yesterday as some of us prayed in the
chapel while others prepared food
(prayer and action). It was like
being on Calvary.”

Lul: “I believe that we all agree
that yesterday’s trip to Calais was
an eventful one in many aspects.
I also believe that this experience
has taken our level of understanding and development to a higher
level.
This was clearly displayed in the
way we reacted to the various unexpected situations we were in.
Sometimes we might have felt like
screaming and yet we were able to
contain it.
Let’s us all pray that God’s love
shelters such a neglected community and that He will be the Guide
in whatever decisions its members
make.”

Sr Graca: “To go and meet the
refugees was a touching, unique experience! The words in Exodus 3:7
are coming to my mind: “The Lord
said: I have indeed seen the misery
of my people (in the jungle...). I have
heard them crying out because of

With love from The Cenacle of Missionary Prayer Group, Chiswick – Sr
Natalia, Sr Graca, Anthony, Lul,
Feven, Henri Pierre, Miso, Andrea,
Aemro, Rafael, Fatima, Augustin, Jacinta, Rosa, Marguerite, Paul, Ajok,
Freddy, Tasha, Peter and Ginette.
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by Fr. John Webootst

KENYA
The Missionary for Social Justice
A Comboni missionary living in one of the slums on the outskirts of Nairobi tells us what defines
his mission. “I am not trapped in the divide between ‘secular’ and ‘sacred’”.

Personal presence
It seems that the Church must become a space for seeking intervention from God. This also means that as a priest, I may not
be able to sit back and say that absence of public hospitals in
Korogocho is a secular issue which should be dealt with by secular movements. No, lack of a public hospital for 320,000 people
is a sinful situation; it is against the will of God. It is this situation that defines my mission. In this mission, I am not trapped
in the divide between ‘secular’ and ‘sacred’. What is called social
justice in the realm of non-Church movements is what the mission in Nairobi becomes today.

I live in Korogocho, one of the 200 slums of Nairobi. These
slums are home to about 60% of Nairobi’s population.Yet, they
occupy only 5% of the residential land.
Every day I meet people who come to me and ask for my assistance and prayers in their struggle for secure land tenure and
dignity. What they want is not money or wealth; they just want
to live in dignity. They want their human worth. They want to experience the promise of children of God. They want to feel the
love of God.
When I listen to the Prayers of the Faithful, I hear the sick asking God to intervene because there is no single public hospital
for the over 320,000 Korogocho residents; they ask God to intervene and sway the hearts of the politicians who are corrupt.
They ask God to enter the hearts and minds of the police who
shot and killed innocent children and they ask God to guarantee
them entry to heaven because they have already experienced hell
on earth.
Yet in the midst of all these, I may be expected to tell both
these faithful and those who oppress them that “May the Lord
Bless you, in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit”. While
I am available to be the vehicle of God in imparting these holy
blessings, I am not able to tell the faithful of Korogocho that they
should sit back and expect their blessings in heaven.
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I have developed an opinion that to maintain the call and vocation of Christ it may be useful to follow three major areas
together. First evangelization, through unrelenting popular movements like Kutoka Network and many other social movements in
Kenya. Second, to co-ordinate national and international pressure on the systems and government policies that cause harm or
exclusion to the poor and third, religious legitimization of
change.
In the last seven years, I dedicated my missionary work to the
social movement and for the legitimization of change. I am convinced that there are more chances of influencing and spreading
the pastoral gospel in the sinful situations of Nairobi. This can be
achieved through personal presence that strengthens the fellowship and struggles of the urban poor and encourages them
to form a single communion with God.
It seems to me that this work cannot be done as part time anymore. Rather, I must now dedicate my time and energy with a
long presence in supporting the movements and followers of
Christ who walk the toiling path of faith and who believe in
change embodied in Jesus Christ himself. In doing this I shall be
responding to the call by Christ to follow the narrow path. It is a
path which although not popular is perhaps the most explicit expression and living of the mission of Christ.
Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

by Sr Maureen Coyle SND

Their voices live on
in the people
rchbishop Oscar Romero gave
his life in the hope that peace
and justice would one day become a reality in El Salvador. He now
lives on in all who continue his
non-violent struggle for justice and
peace. He is in our thoughts as Pope
Francis has intimated that he is soon
to be beatified. Soon the Church will
publicly claim him as a Saint and a
Martyr. Indeed a Champion of the
poor and a Prophet of Justice.
Another such Martyr is Sr Dorothy
Stang, SND, who was murdered in the
Amazon Forest ten years ago on February 12th, 2005. Throughout her life
and in her death she unleashed the
poor and set them free. Her defence of
the earth and the poor was indeed a
work of liberation. Dorothy, like
Romero is rising in the people and in
the land. She is rising in us if we join
her cause for the welfare and dignity
of the poor.
Sister Dot (as she was known),
served as a missionary in Brazil with
the families of landless peasants for
forty years. Because of her outstanding
work for justice and preservation of
the Amazon she was fatally shot in
Anapu, Para, a section of the Amazon.
Her death intended to silence her but
in fact her voice has risen to new
heights and is now one of international repute. Her murder has focused
the world’s attention on the plight of
poor farmers and their fight against rapacious developers.
Dot’s funeral in Anapu,was attended
by over two hundred thousand
mourners, who were in shock and disbelief at events that had occurred.
Dot’s only weapon against the gunmen was her bible which was opened
at the Beatitudes ‘blessed are the poor
in spirit, they are children of God’. At
the burial service someone exclaimed
‘Sister Dorothy we are not burying
you, we are planting you.’
Ten years on, we are aware that new
life has burst forth even in the midst of

A
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Sr Dorothy Stang SND.
Painting by Brendan Derry DA

continued violence and threatening
situations. Although murdered, Dot’s
life and work have taken root in the
hearts of the people.
Hope abounds in the sign of New
Growth. The People have Risen to
New Life.
The people of the Amazon previously were oppressed and repressed,
now they take on their own Destiny.
The people who were afraid of the
loggers and gunmen who threatened
their land and families, now are unafraid and confront loggers who
threaten the planet.
The people have been educated and
now organise themselves into communities with a voice. They know how
to unofficially create channels for communications when the official ones are
closed to them.
The people of Anapu now challenge
violent deaths which continue to be a
reality in Brazil.
The people challenge injustices and
sustain a profound and irrepressible
hope and belief in a future which they
reverence as Sister Dorothy’s Legacy.
During this time of anniversary, the
Sisters of Notre Dame and the People

remember and relive the shock and
pain of her murder. Times have been
difficult as the local radio hounded the
Parish, the land Pastoral team and terrorised the people. The media
portrayed Dot, the people and the sisters as culprits. Many trips to the trials
at Belem have been undertaken by the
sisters and the people. Dot’s murderers and those who hired them were
found guilty and given long sentences
but all are free today as they found
ways and means of being acquitted.
In Anapu the annual pilgrimage in
July is a time to travel the road of Dot’s
last journey. Many take part, remember
and celebrate her life which was lived
planting the seeds of justice for the
poor and living out the Gospel Values.
Sister Dorothy lives on in the People
who pray to her, honour her memory
and who imitate her values and respect
for life in all forms.
Dorothy Mae Stang SND, Angel of
the Amazon. Rest in Peace...
Sister Dorothy an American and also
a Brazilian citizen was a member of the
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur which
is an International Religious Congregation serving on Five Continents.
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by Chris Herlinger

As South Sudan
hopes for peace to
hold, the displaced
cope with trauma
W

eeks later, after I had returned home to New York,
from South Sudan, I began
hearing from Sr Arata, a Notre Dame
nun, and others about the peace
agreement that was signed in May between the warring factions in South
Sudan, following negotiations in Addis
Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia.
“Reaction to the peace agreement is
not too positive,” she said. A key reason: From the start, the agreement
never really took root.
A report in late November by the
Comboni Missionaries confirmed this.
“Despite progress in the peace talks,
some people remain sceptical that any
peace agreement will be respected and
implemented,” the report said. “It is
true that the ten months of peace talks
in Ethiopia have been unable to stop
the fighting. In fact, there are reports
of recent fighting in different places of

A Comboni missionary travelling to a chapel
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the war zone.”
Another staying in touch was Fr.
Raimundo Rocha, a Brazilian Comboni
missionary who spoke to me about his
experiences in the Malakal diocese.
Rocha, who had participated in the
trauma workshop, was cautious about
the peace agreement, saying there was
widespread feeling in Juba that the
warring factions weren’t really committed to it.
Rocha had every reason to be cautious. In a remarkable first-person
account of his own experiences, published in the South Africa Comboni
Missionaries’ Worldwide magazine, he
told how in late January, he and others
had fled from the mission in Leer, located in the oil-rich area of Unity State.
Threats from rebel groups and armed
civilians wanting the mission’s vehicles
became increasingly dire, as did worries that Darfur mercenaries working

alongside government troops might
not “respect any church personnel.
They would attack, destroy and even
kill,” he wrote. “We felt insecure, vulnerable and unprotected. This
situation obliged us to leave the mission. It was a hard decision. We left.”
But after arriving at a new locale, the
mercenaries “came through the bush
and attacked our group. They came
shooting at us. We could hear the
sound of bullets flying above our
heads as we ran into the bush. The
group was scattered and we had lost
contact with one another. Each one
thought everyone else would have
died. Thanks be to God nobody was
injured,” he wrote.
“We regrouped in complete exhaustion and fear as night fell. There is no
doubt, if we were alive it is because
God worked a miracle that day. There
was fear, but no despair. We strongly
felt God’s presence.”
When I spoke to Rocha, he repeated
that theme. “I never felt as protected
by God as I did in those moments,” he
said, and recounted the events calmly.
But he became understandably emotional a few times, reflecting about the
work that had gone into building the
diocese’s resources – schools and
church buildings – and then to have
them looted and destroyed.
“The town is practically destroyed,
burned to the ground.”
Of greater concern was that the
Catholic community of Nuer people,
including catechists, were dispersed
“in the bush,” seemingly safe, according to recent reports, but still facing a
very basic dilemma: They were hungry,
and entire war-affected areas are facing
“an enormous lack of food security.”
Those in displacement camps at least
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Education has been disrupted by war

had food and water. For those wandering, they were at risk. “In general,
there’s no food for these people: Markets are looted and people are still in
the bush,” Rocha said.
A missionary in Leer since 2010,
Rocha was not afraid to speak of his
own anger – of helping “plant a seed”
of Christian practice and then to see it
dispersed. “We were trying to serve,
and then it was looted.”
He paused. “It’s difficult, it’s difficult. It’s one of the toughest
experiences of my life.”
“We are looking for strength in
God’s grace. Only God’s grace can
help us overcome these ill feelings,”
Rocha said, about the difficulty in forgiving those who tried to kill him and
his colleagues. “Our human strength is
not enough.”
“We are human beings, we feel
weak, we feel traumatized,” Rocha
said. “The feeling for revenge – it’s
real. It takes time. I don’t know how
long, but it takes time. It’s a process
and it requires a lot of prayer.”
In the weeks following the trauma
workshop, some working in the
Malakal diocese tried to return, but the
situation, Rocha said, “remained unsettled.” Before the peace accord was
signed, new violence flared up again
during Holy Week, scuttling changes
for a quick return back to Malakal.
A few got back, but most remained
in the capital city: Rocha, for example,
celebrated Easter at one of the United
Nation’s displacement camps in Juba.
It was not yet “safe for a return to the
diocese very soon,” he said, and complicating things is the onset of the
rainy season. “I just do not know when
it will be possible,” he added.
This did not surprise, a catechist MoComboni Mission • Spring 2015

People gather to pray for peace and reconciliation

jwok, who did return briefly to Malakal
but then returned to Juba. He said the
peace accord remained fragile and that
the two sides were still far, far apart.
“The international communities have
to make more efforts to help us,” he
said.
In the last days of 2014, Rocha wrote
to me again. The year was ending on a
decidedly mixed note. “Some people
think that war may be resumed. Peace
talks have made some progress but not
stricken a deal. Some are hopeful that
there will be peace if warring parties
compromise,” he wrote.
“Others, however, remain sceptical.
They have reasons for this. There are
reports that both warring parties
would be arming themselves and getting ready for a full-scale war at this dry
season.” (The rainy season in South
Sudan doesn’t begin until about March
or April.)
As for himself, after visiting family in
Brazil, Rocha returned to South Sudan

and is now the justice and peace ministry coordinator for the Combonis. In
that capacity, he returned to Leer in
October.
“It was very good to be able to revisit Leer after the ordeal we went
through. I was very happy to meet our
people again and sad to learn that
some of our parishioners lost their
lives,” he wrote. “Some died of
hunger.”
My heart sunk. People dying of starvation – that’s a particularly pernicious
kind of evil. Inexcusable. But not surprising. In wars of these kinds, as
access to food is cut off, civilians often
die of hunger.
Rocha ended on a cautiously optimistic
note:
The
Comboni
missionaries have resumed their work
in Leer, he told me. “Of course,” he
wrote, “we want to believe and hope
for peace and the end of this conflict
and people’s suffering.”
I want to believe and hope, too.
That’s a wish for 2015.

The bishop gives strength to the people.
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Mailbag

You Write
Comboni Miss
ion
8 Clontarf Road
DUBLIN 3
IRELAND

Comboni Miss
ion
Brownberrie La
ne
Horsforth
LEEDS
LS18 5HE
ENGLAND

Comboni Miss
ion
138 Carmyle Av
enue
GLASGOW
G32 8DL
SCOTLAND

Letters from readers are most welcome but we regret we cannot publish
them all. Some may be shortened due to lack of space.
You can also email us at:
combonimission@eircom.net • leeds@comboni@org.uk
combonimissionaries@yahoo.com - Editor • vrf@carglw.fsnet.co.uk
Dear Fr
I still enjoy your magazine. It is
full of situations that you do not
hear much about here in the west
of the globe. Just as well they
have people like yourselves to go
and help. We here do our best in
our own manner.
H.Roddan,
Glasgow
Dear Fathers
Many thanks for your calendar
and magazine which I enjoy
reading. Thank you for your
prayers and keeping you all in my
intentions.
K. Gillan,
Clydebank
Dear Fr
Thank you for sending the
Comboni Mission magazine
which is always most interesting.
Thanks too for the calendar for
this year 2015.
E. Crowther.
Isle of Wight.
Dear Fr
Thank you so much for the
magazine which I pass on to my
sister. It allows us to follow events
in other parts of the world.
W. Kelly,
Glasgow
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Dear Fr Pat,
What a surprise I got today. The
Sacred Heart looks brighter
today!
Many thanks for the wonderful
news. This will help to pay for my
winter heating.
I have been selling tickets for
various missions since I was ten
years old. I am now 77 and in all
that time I have never won a
penny and now this is the first! So
thank God.
By the way it was Fr Dempsey
who introduced us to the
Comboni mission work many
years ago.
Every blessing
A grateful pensioner,
Tipperary
Dear Fr
My mum had been a supporter of
the Comboni missions as long as I
can remember. Sadly she passed
away this year. I would like to
continue supporting Comboni
missions
S. Kingsley,
Derry
Dear Fr
Thank you for the Comboni
mission magazine and the
calendar for 2015.
Some of the stories I found very
Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

I have not bought any Fairtrade
items since. Your magazine is
wonderful with so many thoughtprovoking and informative
articles –
Like the one in question – keep
them coming!
M. O’Kane,
Randalstown

The sea – God’s creation !

disturbing and one can only pray
for people to treat each other as
equals. No one should have to
flee their home in fear.
J. Malthouse,
Hants

Ecuador has troubled me since I
read the article in your magazine.
I am sending a donation to help
them.
W. Litten,
Wesmere Port.

Dear Fr
Please pass on to Fr Angelo our
thanks for speaking at our Mass at
St. Mary’s, Ipswich on Sunday
July 27 – it was inspiring and
helpful.
C. Housden,
Ipswich

Dear Fr
Some months ago I contacted you
about an article in the spring
edition of your magazine entitled
‘Bangladesh slaves in tea
paradise’. It reported that
although marked ‘Fairtrade’ on
the tea boxes, it did not however
mean that the workers were any
better off.

Dear Fr
Recently I enjoyed a short break
in a 2-star hotel with my wife
seeing the autumn colours
enjoying the beauty of God’s
creation.
Thought I would put into
practice John Paul’s words that
the poor have the right to expect
more than the scraps from our
tables. So please accept our
donation to help where you think
most appropriate.
V & A Clark,
Norwich.
Dear Fr
The story of the Verona Sisters
with the very poor people in
Comboni Mission • Spring 2015

Dear Fr
I am writing to say thank you for
your lovely calendar and also for
the magazine received during the
year. I love reading about your
great work and the people you
help. I am pleased to help in any
small way. I am now in my
eighties and getting slower but I
remember you all in my prayers.
It is good to know I have such
good friends.
God bless
Sullivan,
London
Dear Fr
Please find enclosed a cheque
towards the work of the
missionaries.
We did some fund raising
cycling from Land’s End to John
O’Groats in September and
decided to forward the results of
our efforts towards the causes
mentioned by Fr Devenish in our
parish Mass. We have also
donated to another charity.
S. Price,
Guernsey

Land's End
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Comboni Mission
to the World

Please support the Comboni Missionaries.
We are a Registered Charity – our Number is:
220240 (UK), 8653 (Ireland), SC039530 (Scotland)

Comboni Mission, a missionary magazine
which tackles the issues of today’s missionary world,
is available free of charge.
If you would like to receive it
or have it sent to a friend,
please write to one of the addresses below.
Comboni Missionaries
Brownberrie Lane
LEEDS LS18 5HE
Tel. 0113 258 2658

Comboni Missionary Sisters
151 Baillieston Road
GLASGOW G32 0TG
Tel.: 0141 771 1773

Comboni Missionaries
8 Clontarf Road
DUBLIN 3
Tel: 01 833 0051

Comboni Missionaries
138 Carmyle Avenue
GLASGOW G32 8DL
Tel. 0141 641 4399

Comboni Missionaries
London Road
SUNNINGDALE SL5 0JY
Tel: 01344 621238

Comboni Missionary Sisters
2 Chiswick Lane
LONDON W4 2JE
Tel. 0208 994 0449

Visit our websites: www.comboni.org.uk
www.southworld.net

