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By Fr John Downey

WELCOME!
The New Year 2016 is now creeping on.
Some have set out with good resolutions
and promises. No one can forget the joyful celebrations throughout the world as
a New Year is welcomed. Fireworks,
music, and a sense of universal good will
in the air. Now as we are creeping along
it might be good to reinforce our good
feeling and promises because there is so
much in 2016 to challenge our frail spirits!
‘Comboni Mission’ sets out to take up
the challenges of our world. No, you’re
right, it’s not for the weak-hearted. Our
Front Cover brings to us a beautiful
photo of African people waiting in hope
for a warm welcome because they lead
poor, simple lives and thus have no
‘voice’ in their destiny. Recently I visited
a south London parish where there were
people from different countries – Nigeria, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Brazil,
Ecuador, Colombia, Philippines, South
Korea, Spain, Italy, Czech Republic…just
to mention some of them! It was perhaps the most meaningful Mass I’ve
taken part in. The music of the Mass was
well directed but in no way was it
African, Latin American, Asian. It was
truly British. How inspiring would have
been a mass with some music, readings,
and prayers in the native language of so
many of these people! In our welcoming
we need to give ‘voice’.
In this edition of ‘Comboni Mission’
we bring stories of welcoming beginning
with the Pope’s world message of Prayer
for refugees and migrants telling us to
make them feel ‘at home’. Fr Kizito’s caring for Juma the brutalised and scared
young boy from the Congo. Because of
that singular act Juma is now happily
married with his family and ‘at home’ in
the Congo.
The saintly Margaret of Scotland welcomed and cared for the orphans and

Welcome to our workshop!

fed and clothed the poor at Edinburgh
Castle and now is declared patron of
SCIAF, the Scottish Catholic Aid agency
for spiritual and material development
throughout the world. What a Royal welcome!
The Comboni Missionaries in their
travels about the UK and Ireland constantly feel the
warm welcome of
the parishioners
and clergy as they
preach their Mission Appeals. We
thank them and
extend our welcome to them!
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In Brief

CHURCH NEWS

SYRIA: Christians
killed in new
bomb attack
At least three people were killed and 10
others wounded last night in a bomb attack in Syria's northeastern Kurdish city of
Qamishli. The attack took place in the
mostly Christian neighbourhood and was
carried out with a motorcycle bomb. The
blast hit a restaurant in 'Miami Street'.
"All three of the victims are Christians: a
Chaldean and two Syrian Orthodox" Archbishop Jacques Behnan Hindo, head of
the Syrian Catholic archdiocese in Hassakè-Nisibis said in a statement. "At the
moment there are rumors that say ISIS
claimed responsibility for the attack. But
there are those who link the attacks to the
recent clashes between Kurdish militias,
who aim to control the neighbourhood,
and the self-defense groups 'Sootoro' who
are active, and are composed of young
Christians, Syrians and Assyrians, who are
active in that neighborhood. So many
people think that behind the bombing
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there could also be Kurdish masterminds
and executors.
"It is another disturbing factor of this
war: there is terrorism, but sometimes we
do not know who really terrifies us."
The funeral of the three victims will be
held this afternoon. On 20 December attacks on two restaurants in Qamishli
belonging to Christians, claimed the lives
of 13 Christians and six Muslims.
Recently, Syrian Orthodox Patriarch Mar
Ignatius Aphrem II went to Qamishli, in
the northeastern Syrian governorate of
Hassakè, in an effort to mediate between
the Kurdish militias and the self-defense
groups Sootoro.

IRAQ: Grief over
destruction of
historic monastery
Iraqi Christians have expressed their
heartache over news that Iraq's oldest
Christian monastery has been destroyed
by terrorist militia Daesh (ISIS).
Father Dankha Issa, an Iraqi monk belonging to the Antonian Order of St
Ormizda of the Chaldeans, told Aid to the
Church in Need: "St Elijah's Monastery in
Mosul was a symbol of the Christian presence in Iraq. The fact that it has been
destroyed is terrible."
Up to the conquest of Mosul by Daesh
in June 2014 thousands of Christians had
been living in the predominantly Sunni
city in northern Iraq. Most fled immediately after the city was seized by jihadis,
while the remaining Christians left in July
2014 following an ultimatum to leave or
convert by Daesh's self-appointed caliph
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.
Until he was forced to flee from Mosul
in 2014, Fr Dankha lived in St George's
Monastery in the north of the city. It was
reported in March 2015 that the monastic
complex, dating back to the tenth century, had been partially destroyed.
Responding to the latest news of destruction, he said: "St Elijah's Monastery was
over 1,400 years old.

Comboni Mission • Spring 2016

CONTENTS

Getting to know
The Comboni
Missionaries
PAGES 4 - 5
Easter! Praying
Psalm 47
PAGES 6 - 7
South Sudan –
Living with
Poor People
PAGES 8 - 9
Refugees in
Northern France –
recent developments
PAGES 10 - 11
St Margaret of
Scotland
PAGES 12 - 13
Jesus at the Door
PAGES 14 - 16

Saint Elijahs Monastery, Mosul, Iraq.

"It had stood abandoned for a long time
- but it meant a lot to us Christians. It was
an expression of our extremely long history in Iraq."
Father Dankha said that what particularly affected him was that no-one was
able to stop the jihadis. "It is the sons of
the devil who do such work. We can only
pray for them. God alone can help us."
Daesh have deliberately destroyed a
large number of sites of religious and cultural significance in Iraq and Syria.
There was worldwide concern at the
destruction of the 1,600-year-old Mar
Elian monastery in the Syrian city of alQaryatayn in August last year, after the
town was taken over by Daesh.
While some have been destroyed, there
have also been many reports of churches
and Christian institutions being requisitioned by Daesh for various uses,
including storage and prisons.
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Getting to know the

by Fr John Downey mccj

The heroic virtues of Father
Giuseppe Ambrosoli

Comboni Missionaries

Comboni Missionary Fr. Giuseppe Ambrosoli (1923-1987)
dedicated his life to helping the people of Kalongo, Uganda.

n December 17, 2015 Pope
Francis recognized the heroic
virtues of Fr. Giuseppe, an
Italian surgeon, priest and missionary. This is the first of several steps on
the road to being named a saint. Fr.
Ambrosoli was assigned to Kalongo,
Uganda in 1956 where he served as a
Parish Priest and took charge of running the local dispensary. The
dispensary was started in a grass hut
by Comboni Missionary Sister Eletta
Mantiero in 1934. Soon after, she
started delivering babies and attending to medical and pediatric patients.
In 1957 Fr. Giuseppe Ambrosoli
began transforming the dispensary
into a fully-fledged hospital. At that
time the dispensary was treating
many leprosy patients.

O

Fr. Giuseppe revolutionized the
care for leprosy patients by admitting
them to the same hospital as other
patients instead of confining them to
the often neglected and poorly managed leprosarium. Today the Kalongo
Hospital, recently renamed the Dr.
Ambrosoli Memorial Hospital, is a
350-bed facility that treats nearly
60,000 patients every year.
Another of Fr. Giuseppe’s achievements was establishing the St. Mary’s
School of Midwifery in 1959.
As Pope Francis continues challenging us to love and care for one
another in this Year of Mercy, how fitting that Fr. Giuseppe, who dedicated
his life to caring for the sick, starts his
journey to Sainthood.
4
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The Kalongo Hospital

Opening of the Dr Ambrosoli Centre

the dream of Fr Ambrosoli
he Kalongo Hospital – or Dr.
Ambrosoli Memorial Hospital
– is a private not-for-profit organization belonging to the Diocese
of Gulu. It is located in Kalongo, in
Northern Uganda, in the territory of
the Acholi tribe: this is a very poor

T

Hospital grounds

Comboni Mission • Spring 2016

area, with few communication
routes and no developed settlements. Founded in 1957, the
Hospital has always played a central
role in the development of an area
inhabited by over 500,000 people,
and today it is one of the major

Ugandan health care centres in
terms of number of patients treated.
Every year, the Hospital guarantees
professional health care to around
50,000 people, of which around 50%
are children under 5 years. Today,
the Hospital has 302 beds and 6
wards: Surgery, Maternity & Gynecology, Pediatrics & Malnutrition,
General Medicine, Tuberculosis, and
Private Patients. The Hospital also includes an outpatient clinic, a clinical
analysis and radiology lab, and two
operating theatres, in addition to a
pre- and post-natal outpatient clinic,
a pediatric outpatient clinic with vaccination center and child growth
monitoring unit, an outpatient clinic
for HIV/AIDS patients and dedicated
outpatient clinics for specific
pathologies: mental disorders,
epilepsy, and tuberculosis. The Pediatrics ward includes a malnutrition
treatment center. 98% of the staff
working at Dr. Ambrosoli Memorial
Hospital is from Uganda.
5

To Know
and Pray
Psalm 47

Nearing the celebration
of the Passion and
Resurrection of Christ let
us read and meditate this
Royal psalm. Jesus died
and rose to save us!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Clap your hands, all peoples,
Acclaim God with shouts of joy.
For Yahweh, the Most High, is Glorious,
The great king over all the earth.
He brings peoples under our power
And nations under our feet.
He chooses for us our birth right,
The pride of Jacob whom he loves.
God goes up to shouts of acclaim,
Yahweh to a fanfare on the ram’s horn.
Let the music sound for our king, let it
sound.
For he is king of the whole world;
Learn the music, let it sound for God!
God reigns over the nations,
Seated on his holy throne.
The leaders of the nation’s rally,
To the people of the God of Abraham,
The shields of the earth belong to God,
Who is raised on high.

6
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Fr John Downey mccj

Understanding the
Psalm - seeing the
face of God in Ps. 47
he psalms of the kingship of the Lord, those
which speak of the person of the king, are
filled with thoughts which favour
domination and imperialism. Full of good faith,
Ps.47 sets out to make God reign by means of
armies, arms and victories of Israel. This is
ambiguous and dangerous, as Israel wishes to
show that Yahweh is the One God: Dt 6, 4-5:
‘Listen, Israel! : Yahweh our God is the one, the
only Yahweh’, but he does this by strength of
arms. The greater the number of victories, the
more God displays himself as king of the entire
universe. Yahweh is the awesome and great king
over the earth because the sword of Israel is
powerful, subjecting nations and peoples.

T

We must question ourselves asking if this is the
true way to honour God!
Looking towards Jesus, Ps 47 takes on a new
angle and paints different colours. Jesus changed
completely the meaning of kingship giving a new
dimension to the exercise of power. He is the
universal king but his ascent was by means of the
cross in order to hand over his life for all: Jo.10,
10 ‘I have come so that they may have life and
have it to the full.’ It is by the cross that Jesus
draws all people to himself as universal king.
As the grain of mustard seed dies, so as to
produce fruit, so Jesus RISES and RETURNS to
the Father, becoming the WAY for all humanity
who seek LIFE.
Christ rises !!

The four gospels present Jesus as king
throughout the passion narratives, however his
kingship is not that proposed by Ps 47!
The people of God have the mission of leading
others to accept Christ as the Saviour but not in
the manner put forward in Ps 47!
Comboni Mission • Spring 2016

Praying Psalm 47
Pray the psalm looking at the way Jesus exercised
his kingship and power through the offering of
his life.
7

SOUTH SUDAN
Living with poor people

The country has been in the throes of a civil war. Prices
have been soaring and more people go hungry.
Missionaries do not work miracles but they extend a
helping hand to the poor people. A reflection of a
missionary in the field.
n Juba, the capital of South Sudan,
we live behind a small fence with
steel gates. One morning somebody called us to the gate. I went to
open it and I met a tall, slender, South
Sudanese woman of gracious deportment carrying a child in her arms
with another by her side.What struck
me was the anguish on her face and
the tears she could not hold back.
With my very limited Arabic, I

I
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grasped that she wanted to speak to
an Aboona (father). So, I led her
through to where some priests live.
She stood there waiting but still
obviously distressed. I wondered
how the children felt to see their
mother so upset. I went and fetched
some food and I gave it to her. Behind
her tears, her face relaxed and she
smiled as she said, Shukran, (‘Thank
you’). How can we imagine the sor-

row of a mother who cannot feed her
children? The next day, as I went out
of the house, a very small, thin boy
approached me asking for money.
Normally, I resist such pleas as they
are so numerous, but again I felt
moved to give this boy some money. I
thought that there was a sad longing
in his eyes that said he was very hungry and felt unwanted, rejected –
such sorrow in one so young. I gave
him a small sum of money, enough for
some food. These are just two cases,
but which tell so much about people’s life in today’s South Sudan.
The most serious effect of the current conflict has been soaring
inflation. It used to be three oranges
for five pounds (0,7 Euro). Now it is
one orange for seven pounds (1
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by Bill Firman. www.Southworld.net
Euro). The price of all kinds of food
has risen and many people are hungry. An orange is a luxury item to
most people whose diet is more likely to be sorghum and beans, once or
twice a day. I know the Social Work
theory: ‘hand-outs’ are the least helpful form of social assistance. One
theory postulates three models for
the delivery of help to other people.
The first is sometimes called, ‘The
Pity Model’ or ‘Helping the Deserving
Poor’. The pity model stated quite
simply, is that we see someone in
need and we are moved with pity or
compassion to try to assist them.
Critics of this model argue that it
breeds a ‘hand-out’ mentality that
does not result in lasting good. The
basic problem with this ‘Pity Model’ is
that it focuses on the distress or misfortune rather than on a persevering
determination to improve the structures that cause the distress. It can be
paternalistic/materialistic and condescending.
The second model is the ‘Market
Model’ or ‘Empowering
the
Consumer’. This model aims to transfer power from the service provider
to the service user and thus ‘empower’ that person. People can, in theory,
shop around for the service that suits
them best. In this model, tenders are
usually set up and organisation competes against organisation for funds,
agencies struggle for market share,
norms of efficiency become prevalent, accountability and public
scrutiny are demanded, but at the end
of the day there is often little flexibil-
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ity left for responding to the most in
need. The number of clients catered
for becomes more important than the
quality of the outcome. Agencies are
funded according to their ‘outputs’ or
‘through-puts’. Many NGOs operate
on this basis.
The third model of welfare delivery
is ‘The Citizenship Model’ or
‘Promoting Social Participation’. In
this model, needy people are seen
not as victims, nor as consumers, but
as fellow citizens who have rights
and responsibilities. The needy person before you is your brother or
sister in the eyes of God, just as
important as you are, equally precious. He or she may just happen to
be younger, poorer, have been abused
or marginalised in some other way –
or be South Sudanese. Deep, mutual,
human respect, not pity, should be
the underlying motive and emotion

for the help – the hand-up we provide.
We have a group called ‘Solidarity
with South Sudan’ which trains teachers, mid-wives, nurses, pastoral
workers, farmers. We are focused on
‘The Citizenship model’, helping
South Sudanese people to help themselves. At times, we are forced by
donor-accountability requirements to
operate within a ‘Market Model’
where measurement and evaluation
of service is paramount – not unreasonable expectations. But in real life,
we are living with people, not conceptual models. If Jesus could be
moved by compassion, I think it is
fair enough that sometimes we are
also. We can’t work miracles but, like
the Good Samaritan, we can sometimes hold out a helping hand to a
less fortunate fellow traveller on the
journey to God.

9

Refugees in
Northern France
recent developments
eather in the Nord-Pas-de-Calais
region has been wet and windy
for several weeks, turning the
ground in refugee camps into a swamp
and damaging tents and shelters that
have only a precarious anchor to this
ground. Even if there were sufficient
places to wash and shower, it is almost
impossible to remain clean, warm and
dry. In January, daytime temperatures

W
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have been below zero for successive days
and lower still at night.
Numbers on the ground at Calais have
dropped, with officials claiming that over
1,900 have promised to abandon plans
to reach the UK and been given shelter
for periods in various parts of France.
Also, some have moved elsewhere, including many Kurds who have helped to
swell the number now encamped at
Grande-Synthe near Dunkirk from about
800 in October to around 2,500 in December. (Kurds from various nations
arrive after persecution by the majority
populations and prefer to keep together
rather than live cheek by jowl with those
who they have cause to fear.)
The mayor of Grande-Synthe has long
deplored the deteriorating conditions,
especially the significant presence of
people smugglers. In December he proposed that residents should move to a
different site and receive services that
meet international standards. On 23 December he met the Interior Minister who
promised to support him in getting vulnerable people into safe shelter. Media
comment interpreted this as a “new permanent Sangatte” and Kent MPs spoke of
“creating a new waiting room for those
wanting to reach the UK illegally”.
The regional Prefect was soon announcing opposition to the proposed

new site on the grounds of safety and security, while Médecins sans Frontières
was ready to supervise the move. After
several weeks of negotiation the Prefect
withdrew his opposition to revised plans
for the originally selected site - though
without announcing “approval”. (Cue
headlines: “French government approves major new camp”.) MSF will
supply and erect five-person heated
tents taking 2500 residents on a temporary basis, along with numbers of toilets,
taps, showers, a medical centre and
kitchens to meet international standards.
Anti-dazzle screens will mask nearby
road and rail lines. This should be up
and running within four weeks of the
mid-January announcement and cost
some €1 million to €2 million.
Developments were more ponderous
and controversial in Calais. On August
31 the Prime Minister announced that a
new camp to take 1500 would be
formed from 125 modified cargo containers. By October, the contract to
operate this had been won by “La Vie Active” which runs the Jules Ferry Centre.
(Providing day facilities, along with
overnight accommodation for a number
of women and children that has recently
risen to 400.) The containers were supposed to be in place by Christmas, but
after delays, only the first few were ready
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Phil Kerton, Independent Catholic News

to occupy on 6 January. The cost was
€20 million (up from the forecast €18
million), including a €5 million EU
grant. Priority places were to be offered
to the 500 people moved for installation
of the containers and next to vulnerable
people and families.

Clearance - plans
On Friday 8 January, with the first new
containers ready to be occupied after the
weekend, the Calais sub-Prefect suddenly announced that he intended to
clear a strip of land along two sides of
the camp and would provide more details on the Monday. It emerged that the
idea was to remove all tents, shelters,
trees and scrub to create a security zone
where people could not hide whilst waiting to board a lorry on its way to the
port. And there was more: rather than a
“strip of land” a corner of the camp accounting for around 30% of its area is to
be cleared, with work starting in two
days! This would involve displacing over
1000 individuals, including around 300
women and 60 children, with no obvious
new
places
for
shelter.
Commentators wrongly assumed that
they could go into the containers, but
few of them were yet ready for occupation and many places are reserved for
others. In fact, no shelter places were offered to newly displaced refugees.

Clearance - reality
The official information and frightened
rumours both changed several times a
day - not helped by officials ignoring a
list of questions put by the group of elders. Some residents promised to stay and
resist bulldozers. Eventually it seemed
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that an extra 3 or 4 days grace might arrive if there were signs of action. A new
area within the “Jungle” was cleared
ready to receive tents and shelters
moved from the threatened zone, plus
new replacements. Dwellings were - literally - manhandled on to trailers and
hauled to their new positions by
refugees and scores of largely foreign
volunteers.

Achievements
The team estimates that relocation involved moving around 25 caravans, 300
tents and 247 shelters - not counting the
very many more moved by the occupants
themselves. The total of people safely rehomed ended up at approximately 1300,
including 280 women and 40 children.
The remaining unoccupied shelters are
rescued for future use and some 80 new
shelters added. All this in icy conditions,
along with the first winter snowfall and
the continued arrival of more people
needing shelter, warmth, food and clothing.

lice patrols who happily create teargas
clouds wherever they expect trouble,
without consideration of nearby families,
Residents have become even more mistrustful of government officials and
politicians. “Who knows”, they say,
“when they will announce changed conditions, record our IDs and demand that
we either leave France at once or apply
for asylum there?” Admittedly the containers have some windows and are
insulated, with heating from large-area
towel rails, individual lockers, six bunk
beds and power point for phone charging. But each dormitory caters for 12
people in just some 14 sq. m of floor
area. Outside there is a block of portable
toilets, and - soon - an exercise zone, a
children’s play area and three larger containers for socialising. But there is no
drinking water, no washbasins, no showers, nor provision for cooking! These
facilities are situated over 150 m away in
the Jules Ferry Day Centre where breakfast and one other daily meal will be
available. Apart from promising a clean
and dry bed for the night, the prospect is
not really all that enticing.
“Officials put the number of places in
Jules Ferry Centre and the container dormitories at Calais as 1900 in total and
state that their aim is to reduce the population to below 2000. The same sources
put the current population at 4500,
while others suggest over 5500. Where
are the extra people going to settle, and
when? And will they have to be coerced
to leave?”
If you would like to volunteer or
make a donation to one of the
groups/charities helping the
refugees in northern France, see:
www.calaidipedia.co.uk

Gratitude
Media commentators say that ungrateful
migrants have refused places in the new
containers. Untrue: none were offered!
However, the fenced compound with
rigid lines of blank white containers is
not attractive, strongly resembling a detention facility. Access is to be controlled
via digitised hand-print scans, causing
fears of fingerprints being recorded, despite assurances to the contrary.
Vulnerable people have been rendered
more fragile by the badly-handled sequence of events leading up to this move
and by the threatening frequent riot po-
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St Margaret,
Patron of Scotland
Saint Margaret, Princess of Hungary,
Princess of Wessex, Queen and
Patron of Scotland
he Scottish Bishops, to mark the
Golden Jubilee of SCIAF have
placed the organisation under
the Patronage of St. Margaret. SCIAF is
renowned for its work among the poorest in our land, so who better to call
upon than Margaret who gave dignity
to the impoverished.
We are blest in having a unique
Saintly Queen. As one historian wrote...
‘there was never such a more beautiful
woman in all history’.
The feast of St Margaret was celebrated with first Vespers of the Saint
in St Peter’s Church, Partick, Glasgow,
Scotland. Rev Peter Mc Bride welcomed all from different faiths to
celebrate together this most powerful, influential and outstanding
woman whom we admire today as a
great role model. The St Mungo
singers led the singing and the pupils
from Notre Dame High School
enhanced the service by reading
beautiful prayers.
Sister Maureen
Coyle deliv-

T
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Above: St Margaret Church in Edinburgh
Castle.
Below: Edinburgh Castle.

ered a reflection on Margaret our
Saintly Queen.
It was to Scotland’s shores in about
the year 1067, that the young fugitive
Princess found a safe refuge when the
ship in which she was travelling took
harbour off the Firth of Forth.
Margaret, called the Pearl of
Scotland was well educated by the
Benedictine Monks on the
Continent of Europe. She
was a very holy
woman,
and
her
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by Sr. Maureen Coyle SND

prayer often showed itself in her acts
of Mercy and Kindness, especially to
orphans whom she fed and clothed.
Margaret became Queen of
Scotland in 1070 when she married
King Malcolm, some twenty years her
senior. Their marriage was happy and
Malcolm knew he had found a perfect
wife for himself and indeed a perfect
Mother to their eight children ... .six
boys and two girls.
Malcolm loved Margaret and recognised in her a strength and wisdom,
thus allowing himself to be influenced by her powerful insights which
she brought from Europe. Margaret
the educated one treasured education and saw that all at Court and
her Children received an education of a high standard.
Margaret was schooled in prayer
and meditation and spent hours in
prayer in her little cave in
Dunfermline. She is admired today
as a model of sanctity and is
remembered as a shining light of
God’s Goodness.
During her reign of 23 years,
many social reforms took place giving people better living conditions.
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Trade routes were opened up and
because of her powerful influence the
Court in Scotland was brought into
line with Europe. Also a new style of
Church emerged, one more in line
with the culture of Europe and Rome.
The monastic style of The Culdees
was waning.
St Margaret died at Edinburgh
Castle on November 16th 1093. Her
peaceful and saintly death came three
days after hearing of the deaths of her
beloved husband Malcolm and her
son killed in battle. Her body was
buried at Dunfermline Abbey. Her

only prized possession The Black
Rood, her cross was sent for safe
keeping to Durham Cathedral until it
was despoiled by King Henry V111.
The Black Rood disappeared from
History.
Margaret was canonised a Saint in
the year 1250.
Many churches of all denominations, educational establishments,
hospitals, landmarks, and embroidery
guilds use her name as their
Patroness.
The little church dedicated to
Margaret which stands on the original
site of her oratory built by Malcolm at
Edinburgh Castle is a very prayerful
place. Women who bear the name of
the Saint, buy and place fresh flowers
every week on the altar here. In this
small chapel one can view a replica of
Margaret’s Book of the Gospels. The
original is preserved at the Bodleian
Library, Oxford.
Our nearby St Margaret’s Hospice
celebrating 65 years of care and compassion for the sick, aged and dying is
under her protection.
For 60 years St Margaret’s Adoption
Society now called St Margaret’s
Children and Family Care Society,
unique to Scotland, enjoys being part
of the Family of a great Queen who
loved orphans and those in need of
belonging to a family.

Margaret, Patroness of our
Nation look kindly upon our
land and guide us in ways of
Justice and Peace.
Saint Margaret,
Queen of Scotland
Pray for us,
Bless us and protect us.

Left: St. Margaret’s Gospel Book.
The original is preserved in the
Bodleian Library, Oxford.
Above: Notre Dame Girls with
Head teacher Mrs Martin, Rev
Peter Mc Bride and Sr Maureen
Coyle SND.
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JESUS AT THE DOOR

The unexpected guest
“Receiving and taking care of
a deeply wounded young
Congolese refugee, Juma, was
a challenge that taught me a
lot about myself. This kind of
hospitality is never easy, but
helps us to learn what it really
means to recognise Jesus in
the other.”
ook, I stand at the door and
knock. If you hear my call
and open the door, I will
come in to you and have supper with
you, and you with me” (Rev 3: 20).
Jesus comes to our door, asks to share
supper with us.
Through the Gospel, Jesus identifies
with the stranger, the foreigner. Any
care or service offered—and any
offence caused to a stranger is a service or an offence done to Him. He
lived in His flesh the experience of

“L
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Fr Renato Kizito Sesana,
Comboni Missionary

being a stranger, of coming home and
not being recognised, of being refused
a shelter at birth—to the point of
being denied the fundamental dignity
of every human being, and being put
to death on a cross. Even after the resurrection, when He met the disciples
of Emmaus, He remained the stranger
to His own disciples (cf. Luke 24: 13–
35): “Are you the only stranger who
does not know what happened in
these days?” He is the stranger who
walks with people, that remains hid-

den until invited inside, to sit at the
table and share the meal. He is recognised in a simple act of sharing, an act
of communion. This is the essence of
His message: to love is to give oneself
to others, and to see in others the presence of God.
In the legends and literature of all
Christian traditions there are countless
stories illustrating the image used by
the author of the Letter to the
Hebrews:“Do not neglect to offer hospitality; you know that some people
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Juma on arrival was a traumatised youth

have entertained angels without
knowing it” (Heb 13: 2). At the centre
of such tales, the kind-hearted person
is surprised to discover that the poor
stranger or beggar he or she received
was Jesus Himself. Most of us have
read the Papa Panov story by the
Russian author Leo Tolstoy.

Can you offer a roof?
At the beginning of 2004, Manuela
called me on the phone from Brussels.
I met her when she did an internship
at the United Nations in Nairobi, and
now she works in the European office
of a well-known organisation for the
rights and protection of children. She
told me of a Congolese boy, called
Juma, on the run from a dangerous and
complicated situation.“Can you offer a
roof to Juma for a couple of months? I
do not know where else I can advise
him to go.” As we spoke on the phone,
he was at a bus station in Kampala, the
Ugandan capital, 500 km from Nairobi,
waiting for her instructions on where
to go to get away from those who
wanted him dead. Manuela assured me
that within a few weeks they would
organise to take him to Europe. I
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accepted this challenge. The next
morning, I picked him up at the main
bus station. Fortunately, it was Sunday
morning and traffic was scarce. I
recognised Juma from the writing on
the T-shirt he wore, as agreed. He
looked much older; how could that be
the face of an 18-year-old boy?
At Kivuli, he did not speak for several days, looked around suspiciously
and kept everyone at a distance. He
got involved only with the soccer
team, and played every game with all
his energy, as if his life depended on
the outcome. I started beginning to
think I should transfer him to a place
where he could feel more comfortable.
Then one night he confided in me and
told me about his cruel and tragic
story. He was kidnapped from his family in a village in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo by a warlord
whose name causes fear even among
the Congolese who are already safely
in Nairobi. He was 13 years old when
he was taught to use weapons and to
kill. He was put in charge of a platoon
of younger children who were sent
ahead when attacking villages. Then
they used him as a spy, to gather information on the presence of soldiers and

rival groups. He became the attendant
and confidant of the commander. After
three years, having seen many of his
peers and “comrades in arms” die, he
could not take it anymore and tried to
flee. He was retaken and was brutalised for weeks, but not killed,
probably because he was too important for the skills and knowledge he
had acquired. He lived two more years
of that hell by pretending to be always
fully convinced of the justification of
the beastly acts he was ordered to
commit. Then he was able to secretly
contact some UN soldiers who agreed
to protect him if he could escape.
Sadly, he ended up in the hands of two
soldiers who sexually abused him for
six months. That was the third escape
attempt, and yet Juma still didn’t
believe that he was safe.
After the outburst, Juma mingled a
little better with the other boys, but
remained whole days in a state of
depression, sometimes at night he did
not sleep and walked around the
perimeter of the wall of the Kivuli
compound like a caged lion. The other
children respected and feared him.
Sometimes, they saw him sitting next
to me for hours on a bench, telling me
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all over again and again the worst
episodes of his life. They did not hear
or understand because sometimes
Juma spoke in French, but they saw his
tears, the fists clenched in fits of rage.
The others also learned to endure his
sudden changes of mood—sometimes
very sweet with the younger ones, and
immediately after becoming furious
for the slightest and unintentional
rudeness. They also saw that he had a
sharp brain and great manual dexterity,
allowing him to become a master carpenter in a few weeks.

Learning to accept
Many weeks went by. Finally came the
news that two human rights investigators of the International Criminal
Court in The Hague had been instructed to interview Juma because his
former commander had been captured
and brought before the court, charged
of crimes against humanity, and Juma
had been identified as an important
witness. His testimony had to be put
on the record. Juma was devastated. He

didn’t want to testify, fearing that “the
boss” would be able to take revenge on
him. I convinced him that this could be
an opportunity for him to rebuild his
life in another country. He agreed, on
condition that I accompany him every
day for the interrogation to the luxury
hotel where the investigators stayed.
Three weeks of queries ensued. The
investigators promised to “do everything possible, but it will be difficult”.
Nothing happened. After a while, the
commander was on trial and sentenced. Still nothing happened. Juma
remained with us for four years without documents, unable to work, with
no possibility to build a new life. Trust
the international criminal court! Then
he decided to return to Congo. “I am
changed, physically as well in my
behaviour”, he told me. “Nobody will
recognise me”. Now, he is in the
Congo. Occasionally, I receive a phone
call from him, He told me he’s married
and has two children; he is happy.
Sometimes miracles happen.
During the time Juma spent in my

home, I did not exactly feel that he was
Jesus present with us, yet I understood
that to host a refugee changed my perspective of life.
To welcome an unknown person in
your own home is challenging and
puts you in a position of vulnerability.
You can feed the hungry and clothe
the naked in a neutral place, in their
own homes. The Good Samaritan, the
undisputed icon of Christian charity,
rescued the wounded man he found
on the road, but then took him to an
inn, payed in advance for the bill, but
didn’t take him to his home. Opening
the door of your home to an unknown
person may expose you to dangers,
and it forces you to get fully involved,
to trust the other. It means that you
have to renew every day the confidence and the trust in the other. It is a
reminder of the fact that the other,
wounded, shaken, desperate, unstable
and prone to evil, is only a mirror of
myself, and that if I am not ready to
accept the other, I am not ready either
to accept myself.

Juma was forced to take up arms
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Pope’s Message for
World Day of Migrants
and Refugees
January 17, 2016
“Migrants and Refugees Challenge Us. The Response of the Gospel of Mercy”
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
In
the
Proclamation
of
the
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy I noted
that “at times we are called to gaze
even more attentively on mercy so
that we may become a more effective
sign of the Father’s action in our lives”
(Misericordiae Vultus, 3). God’s love is
meant to reach out to each and every
person. Those who welcome the
Father’s embrace, for their part,
become so many other open arms and
embraces, enabling every person to
feel loved like a child and “at home” as
part of the one human family. God’s
fatherly care extends to everyone, like
the care of a shepherd for his flock,
but it is particularly concerned for the
needs of the sheep who are wounded,
weary or ill. Jesus told us that the
Father stoops to help those overcome
by physical or moral poverty; the more
serious their condition, the more
powerfully is his divine mercy
revealed.
In our time, migration is growing
worldwide. Refugees and people fleeing from their homes challenge
individuals and communities, and
their traditional ways of life; at times
they upset the cultural and social horizons
which
they
encounter.
Increasingly, the victims of violence
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In the Year of Mercy - Pope Francis blessing a sick child

and poverty, leaving their homelands,
are exploited by human traffickers
during their journey towards the
dream of a better future. If they survive the abuses and hardships of the
journey, they then have to face latent
suspicions and fear. In the end, they
frequently encounter a lack of clear
and practical policies regulating the
acceptance of migrants and providing
for short or long term programmes of
integration respectful of the rights and
duties of all. Today, more than in the
past, the Gospel of mercy troubles our

consciences, prevents us from taking
the suffering of others for granted,
and points out ways of responding
which, grounded in the theological
virtues of faith, hope and charity, find
practical expression in works of spiritual and corporal mercy.
In the light of these facts, I have chosen as the theme of the 2016 World
Day of Migrants and Refugees:
Migrants and Refugees Challenge Us.
The Response of the Gospel of Mercy.
Migration movements are now a structural reality, and our primary issue
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Fleeing refugees
must be to deal with the present emergency
phase
by
providing
programmes which address the causes
of migration and the changes it
entails, including its effect on the
makeup of societies and peoples. The
tragic stories of millions of men and
women daily confront the international community as a result of the
outbreak of unacceptable humanitarian crises in different parts of the
world. Indifference and silence lead to
complicity whenever we stand by as
people are dying of suffocation, starvation, violence and shipwreck.
Whether large or small in scale, these
are always tragedies, even when a single human life is lost.

World Inequalities
Migrants are our brothers and sisters
in search of a better life, far away from
poverty, hunger, exploitation and the
unjust distribution of the planet’s
resources which are meant to be equitably shared by all. Don’t we all want a
better, more decent and prosperous
life to share with our loved ones?
The presence of migrants and
refugees seriously challenges the various societies which accept them.
Those societies are faced with new situations which could create serious
hardship unless they are suitably motivated, managed and regulated. How
can we ensure that integration will
become mutual enrichment, open up
positive perspectives to communities,
and prevent the danger of discrimination, racism, extreme nationalism or
xenophobia?
‘Behold I stand at the door and
knock’ (Rev. 3.20)
Biblical revelation urges us to welcome the stranger; it tells us that in so
doing, we open our doors to God, and
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that in the faces of others we see the
face of Christ himself. Many institutions, associations, movements and
groups, diocesan, national and international
organizations
are
experiencing the wonder and joy of
the feast of encounter, sharing and
solidarity. They have heard the voice
of Jesus Christ: “Behold, I stand at the
door and knock” (Rev 3:20). Yet there
continue to be debates about the conditions and limits to be set for the
reception of migrants, not only on the
level of national policies, but also in
some parish communities whose traditional tranquillity seems to be
threatened.

The answer of the
Gospel is mercy
Faced with these issues, how can the
Church fail to be inspired by the
example and words of Jesus Christ?
In the first place, mercy is a gift of
God the Father who is revealed in the

Son. God’s mercy gives rise to joyful
gratitude for the hope which opens up
before us in the mystery of our
redemption by Christ’s blood. Mercy
nourishes and strengthens solidarity
towards others as a necessary
response to God’s gracious love,
“which has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit” (Rom
5:5). Each of us is responsible for his
or her neighbour: we are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, wherever
they live. Concern for fostering good
relationships with others and the ability to overcome prejudice and fear are
essential ingredients for promoting
the culture of encounter, in which we
are not only prepared to give, but also
to receive from others. Hospitality, in
fact, grows from both giving and
receiving.
From this perspective, it is important to view migrants not only on the
basis of their status as regular or irregular, but above all as people whose
dignity is to be protected and who are

In search of dignity
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Unaccompanied Yazidi children
capable of contributing to progress
and the general welfare. This is especially the case when they responsibly
assume their obligations towards
those who receive them, gratefully
respecting the material and spiritual
heritage of the host country, obeying
its laws and helping with its needs.
Migrations cannot be reduced merely
to their political and legislative
aspects, their economic implications
and the concrete coexistence of various cultures in one territory. All these
complement the defence and promotion of the human person, the culture
of encounter, and the unity of peoples, where the Gospel of mercy
inspires and encourages ways of
renewing and transforming the whole
of humanity.
The Church stands at the side of all
who work to defend each person’s
right to live with dignity, first and foremost by exercising the right not to
emigrate and to contribute to the
development of one’s country
of origin. This process should
include, from the outset, the
need to assist the countries which
migrants and refugees leave.
This will demonstrate that solidarity, cooperation, international
interdependence and the equitable
distribution of the earth’s goods are
essential for more decisive efforts,
especially in areas where migration
movements begin, to eliminate those imbalances
which lead people, individually or collectively, to
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abandon their own natural and cultural environment. In any case, it is
necessary to avert, if possible at the
earliest stages, the flight of refugees
and departures as a result of poverty,
violence and persecution.
Public opinion also needs to be correctly formed, not least to prevent
unwarranted fears and speculations
detrimental to migrants.

The temptation of
indifference in face of
suffering
No one can claim to be indifferent in
the face of new forms of slavery
imposed by criminal organizations
which buy and sell men, women and

children as forced labourers in construction, agriculture, fishing or in
other markets. How many minors are
still forced to fight in militias as child
soldiers! How many people are victims of organ trafficking, forced
begging and sexual exploitation!
Today’s refugees are fleeing from
these aberrant crimes, and they appeal
to the Church and the human community to ensure that, in the
outstretched hand of those who
receive them, they can see the face of
the Lord, “the Father of mercies and
God of all consolation” (2 Cor 1:3).
Dear brothers and sisters, migrants
and refugees! At the heart of the
Gospel of mercy the encounter and
acceptance by others are intertwined
with the encounter and acceptance of
God himself. Welcoming others means
welcoming God in person! Do not let
yourselves be robbed of the hope and
joy of life born of your experience of
God’s mercy, as manifested in the people you meet on your journey! I
entrust you to the Virgin Mary, Mother
of migrants and refugees, and to Saint
Joseph, who experienced the bitterness of emigration to Egypt. To their
intercession I also commend those
who invest so much energy, time and
resources to the pastoral and social
care of migrants.
To all I cordially impart my
Apostolic Blessing.

Mary, Joseph and
Jesus forced to
emigrate to Egypt
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Philippines, Kuya Centre

Father Luc’s family

A centre for street children. Building the future

ay is a little 12 year-old artist who
proudly shows his drawing: Pope
Francis and a dove with a green
twig in its beak and a writing that
says, ‘Thanks for your visit to the
Philippines’. Jay, like many other children, has lived for several months on

J
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the streets of Manila. His father was a
drug addict, his death left Jay, who
was just five, and his eight brothers
orphaned.
After five years, when his mother
also died, Jay ended up on the streets
of Tondo, the largest slum in Manila
born around one of the largest openair dumps in the world, the ‘Smokey
Mountain’, where the cardboard and
laminate shacks are stacked against
each other among towering piles of
trash. People here search for food or
any object that can be reutilized from
the garbage. Although drug use is
widespread in the slum, Jay has
always managed to stay away from it.
One day he met by chance one of his
elder brothers, and the two of them
contacted Father Luc, the executive-

director of the Kuya Centre for Street
Children, a foundation that welcomes,
accommodates, and rehabilitates
street kids.

Changing life style
Father Luc, a Canadian-born missionary, has been managing the KCSC in
Quezon City, a suburb of Manila, since
2011. The contrast between Quezon
City and Tondo could hardly be more
evident. Instead of the shacks suffocated by garbage, there are beautiful
residences and gardens in Quezon
City.
The Kuya-Centre is outside the city
centre and here the former street
children can forget their past bad
experiences and live a decent life.
“Changing life style and learning to
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By Marie Czernin - www.SouthWorld.net
respect rules is a great challenge for
these kids”, says Father Luc, “some of
them, sometimes, leave the center to
get back on the street. We do not
hold anyone against his will. The children are free to choose whether to
stay or to leave. But if they decide to
stay, then, they are supposed to
respect our rules. Getting back to
normal life is not easy”.

A real family
The Kuya centre operators often go
to the slums to look for children who
need help. They explain to the children that they have some rights
which are currently denied them,
such as the right of attending school.
Those children who show interest in
rehabilitation are offered a program
of reintegration into society which
implies waking up in the morning at
6 o’clock, shower, breakfast and then
lessons.
The children attending the program
receive psychological and spiritual
support. Good results are obtained by
inviting the children to draw pictures
and to participate in competitions of
painting. Some of their drawings are
even sold. Jay is a very creative artist.
Once he escaped from the center to
meet his sister, but his elder brother
brought him back. “One has to be
patient, when dealing with street children. We have to be very
understanding and to do our best to
make their reintegration into society
possible”, says Liza, a social worker.
Toto and Alma are husband and wife
who have decided to live in the Kuya
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center for some time now. Their three
daughters are grown-up by now, and
the children of the center have
become ‘their adopted children’. “We
feel like a family here”, says Father Luc
who, in turn, considers himself as an
elder brother to the children at the
centre. ‘Kuya’, after all, in Tagalo, the
national language of the Philippines,
means ‘elder brother’.

A traveling school
After he spent some time in KuyaCentre, Jay was sent to an orphanage
of the Erda association, founded by
Father Pierre Tritz, who recently celebrated his hundredth birthday and
who during his life has helped more
than 800,000 children. Father Tritz
has invented a sort of traveling school

for children in the slums. It consists
of a small bus that stops along the
roads. Some teachers unload small
desks and chairs from the bus, and
invite the children who become curious and get close to the bus, to sit.
The teachers have to speak into a
microphone because of the traffic
noise, but children really enjoy their
lessons. Jay, besides studying, can
develop his artistic inclinations at the
Erda association. Some months ago
he won a prize for a poster. Jay has
not forgotten Father Luc and his
friends at the Kuya Centre. He goes to
see them from time to time, and
shows them his drawings. He will
never forget Father Luc and the people of the KCSC, who saved him from
the street.
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Letters from readers are most welcome but we regret we cannot publish
them all. Some may be shortened due to lack of space.
You can also email us at:
combonimission@eircom.net • leeds@comboni@org.uk
combonimissionaries@yahoo.com - Editor • vrf@carglw.fsnet.co.uk
Dear Fr Downey & Comboni Missionaries,
Thanks so much for your most generous donation for the
Earthquake Relief work in Nepal.
You have helped so many people. As of this mailing and
with your support we have built over 500 homes and
supported many schools, and there is still a lot more to
do…your prayers and support have placed hope and
laughter and joy in the hearts of the people of Nepal.
Fr Joe Thaler M.M. Nepal.

Reverend Fathers,
I am enclosing a cheque that was collected at the funeral of
my late father Amoroso Salvatore. He died on October 31st
, 2015 and had requested that the collection after the
funeral mass be sent to you.
My father had contributed originally to the Verona
Fathers at Easingwold, Yorks going back to the 1940s and in
his later years to the Comboni Missionaries here in the UK.
I would be very grateful if you could remember him in
your prayers and Masses.
God bless you all.
Peter Salvatore, Yorkshire
Dear Fr.
Many thanks for your lovely Christmas card and good
wishes.
I enjoyed reading the winter magazine. There is so much
going on; the General Chapter was very interesting and I
enjoyed reading the article on Edel Quinn being myself a
Legionary since 1968! And also having visited her grave in
Nairobi. Fr Denis Wilkinson too led an interesting life
though he has now gone to his reward in heaven RIP.
With every good wish,
Anne Marie, Cheltenham

Fr Joe with teachers and children.

Dear Fr.
I am writing to say thank you for the Holy Redeemer Folder
you sent to me for my husband.
I assure you that I pray every day for the Comboni
missionaries and hope that you will have many vocations.
I remain yours on Our Lord and his dearest mother.
Mrs. Giles. Surrey
Dear Fr.
At this time of the year I am reminded that so many in the
world are living in fear and poverty. It makes me feel very
humble. I thank God for all his blessings given to me and to
my family. I have enclosed a small donation to help towards
the wonderful work carried out by your missionaries.
God bless
Mrs. Strohacker

22

General Council members: (l to r) Frs Martins (Portuguese),
Bro Lamana (Spanish), Tesfaye (General - Ethiopian) Bustos
(Mexican) Ciuciulla (Italian).
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The Doors of Mercy Open Wide

The Pope confesses

arishes all over Ireland and the
United Kingdom, indeed,
throughout the world, have
been flooded with pastoral literature
materials concerning The Extraordinary Jubilee Year: A YEAR OF MERCY.
All in preparation for the Season of
Lent and thereafter.
Mercy is a theme very close to the
heart of Pope Francis who knows
what goes on in the world of people
who suffer. Mercy is about having a
heart, a very big heart, for all especially the weak, the broken,
vulnerable and fragile. In truth, the
Pope with the smell of the sheep, has
brought us back to the very truth-like
Our Lord, we have to love sinners
and hate sin.
To open the door is to welcome.
With a smile on the face, a warm
embrace, and
an affectionate
kiss, the visitor
knows s/he is
home at last. To
behold someone who not
only has a listening
ear
but
knows how to listen with the
heart! Mercy is
the very force that
can change our
lives and heal our

P
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broken world. The opening of the
door symbolizes Our Lord opening
His arms on the Cross with mercy for
everyone.
The Door of Mercy has been
opened in every diocese worldwide,
at a church of special significance
and at a shrine frequented by large
groups of people. Special “Days of
Mercy” have been planned whereby
individuals, families, parishes and
dioceses go about in their different
ways of how to celebrate the mercy
of God in their lives. On some of
these “Days of Mercy”, priests, Missionaries of God’s Mercy, as Pope
Francis calls them, will celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, all
done in order to help us be “Merciful like the Father”.

By Fr John Clark mccj

A WOMAN OF
MERCY FROM
BATHGATE

Louise Zanre Da Silva is a
Scottish lass from Bathgate,
West Lothian. She is known
to lawyers and the
Government Immigrant
Office as a long standing
defender of Refugee and
Asylum Seekers’ Rights. With
legal professionalism,
dedication, indomitable
tenacity, endurable patience
and a spirit of solid,
Christian faith typical of the
Scottish Catholic from
Central Scotland, she has
directed the Jesuit Refugee
Service for the past fifteen
years. As such she has
acquired an invaluable
knowledge and experience
of the refugee and asylum
seekers’ situations and the
complexities of the changing
legal stipulations. She has
also been instrumental in
the advising and training of
religious and lay volunteers
who join the ranks of the
Jesuit Refugee Service in the
UK. Welcoming the Stranger
is certainly an integral part
of her witness to both the
Corporal and Spiritual
Works of Mercy. Her human
mercy has been the down-toearth mercy of God in the
world of so many crucified
refugees and asylum seekers
coming to these isles.
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HOW YOU HELPED
THE MISSIONS – 2015
Through the kind support of our friends we have been able to forward financial
assistance for the many people we work with in mission field. These very same
people convey their thanks and prayers of gratitude.
Brother/Doctor Hernan Romero Arias writes from
Mapuordit Mission Hospital in South Sudan:
“Greetings from South Sudan where I work in the local hospital. The hospital is now in its 14th year being
founded in 2002. At the moment there are 3 Comboni Brothers on the staff. The hospital now has 115 beds and
during the last year attended to 4,000 in-patients and 28,000 out-patients. A full range of treatment is offered
with all the basic facilities, including a 24 hour emergency service. We are happy to say that slowly but
surely the hospital is being maintained by local trained staff. I thank you on behalf of all our staff and patients
for your truly generous aid. God Bless you all!”

Operating in
Mapuordit Hospital

Contribution towards plan for Priests’ On-going Formation for the Apostolic Vicariate of Soddo
(Wolaita, Ethiopia).

£7,000

Contribution towards ‘Kuchinate Women’s Empowerment Project’ in Tel Aviv with the assistance of
Sr. Azezet Kidane CMS, Project Consultant: “Aid to the most vulnerable asylum-seeking women”.

£5,000

Contribution towards the construction of protective drainage and paving system against flooding
around the building of the Comboni Pastoral Centre (Mixco, Guatemala).

£5,000

Contribution towards project proposal for the training of 65 Diocesan Youth Leaders (representatives
from each Parish) with specific training in Peace and Education (the Eparchy of Segheneity, Eritrea).

£5,000

Contribution towards the restoration and repairs to the Community House of Helwan (Egypt).

£7,000

Contribution towards the installation of a solar system in the Comboni Mission Animation Centre
(Kampala, Uganda)

£7,000

Contribution towards the purchase of medical equipment and books for Brother/Doctor Hernan Romero
Arias mccj working in Mapuordit Mission Hospital in South Sudan.

£5,000
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