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When we were growing up, and in our
student days, the goal put before us
was the Mission; it could be Africa, Asia
or Latin America. A good and true missionary would opt or be requested to
set out for one of these continents as a
Comboni missionary of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. Many did take up this
sending call and went. Today the understanding of Mission within the
Church, and thus in our congregation,
has undergone some changes. Mission
is wherever we find ourselves and as
Pope Paul VI reminded us in his 1975
Encyclical ‘Announcing the Gospel’ that
mission is not merely geographical but
impregnating society with Gospel values and the following of Jesus Christ as
true Liberator from all evil rooted in
sin. This has led missionary orders to
evangelise through parish work here in
these isles. Going out (Africa, Asia, and
Latin America) is still nevertheless a
clear priority as St Daniel Comboni reminds us of the ‘poorest and most
abandoned’.
During Holy Week some of us had
the opportunity to ‘supply’ in local
parishes. I went to Scotland and spent
ten days between two parishes. The attendances daily and during the Easter
Triduum were inspiring. The Celebration of Penance was celebrated at a
Deanery level visiting each parish with
a team of priests. In parishes Morning
Prayer was celebrated and indeed well
attended. A strong faith was evident
and comforting. Yet Dioceses in many
parts of the UK and Ireland lament
falling attendances and an ageing
clergy. Young people do not seem to
frequent the parish services whilst
Catholic schools are well staffed and

Let us be inspired by the words of St
Daniel Comboni:“The Heart of Jesus will
enable me to overcome enormous difficulties so that I can make my Plan a
reality”
We pray that the Sacred Heart will help
the Church to overcome today and tomorrow its many difficulties!

provide religious guidance. So what is
the reason? Many. Young catholic people can be seen engaging in mission
abroad – spending time in many different
developing
countries
and
collaborating in various ways. Also
young people appear to be enthused
by other challenges – caring for the sick
(Lourdes) working with refugees.
These are ways to encourage and support youth involvement. It is something
to be remembered as we pray and plan
for the future of the Church.
As we approach the Feast of the Sacred Heart we call to mind the passion
of St Daniel Comboni towards this devotion. It is a devotion nurtured by the
Comboni Missionaries and celebrated
by our many Friends and Benefactors
throughout the world.
We pray that Friday June 12 will be an
occasion of blessings for all our collaborators and for all the good people we
have met this year in our Mission Appeal ministry!
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In Brief

CHURCH NEWS

THEIR BLOOD
CONFESSES
CHRIST – POPE
FRANCIS
The desperate situation in the violence
riddled countries of the Middle East
bodes negatively for Christians. Since
2010 the revolutions of the Arab
Spring have unleased unbelievable
chaos and placed Christians under
great threat. In fact, the Christian Exodus of the Middle East is alarmingly on
the increase. Christians are being persecuted, murdered and driven out
solely because they are Christian. Hundreds of Christians have been
kidnapped and murdered by Isis who
last February decapitated twenty-one
Egyptian Christian Coptics in Libya.
Churches, convents, monasteries and
shrines have been burned down, ransacked and damaged due to intense
fighting in the region.
The Arab Spring has given problems
to different Christian groups throughout the Middle East since, in order to
gain protection, some Christian
groups overtly supported the rule of
dictators. In the very region where the
seeds of the Christian faith were sown,
some of the oldest Christian communities have completely disappeared. It
would be impossible to gauge exactly
the Christian population shifts. Nevertheless, we do know that about
100,000 Christians have left Egypt and
30,000 Christians have abandoned
Aleppo, Syria. In a climate of intensifying fear and sectarian warfare,
Christians are fleeing from prejudice,
discrimination and oppression to
places of refuge like Lebanon and Jordan. It is precisely because of the way
the Middle East is heading, many fear
that it might not be long until it will become a land almost without Christians.

THE YEAR OF
DIVINE MERCY
Last March 13th Pope Francis proclaimed: The Year of Divine Mercy. It
will commerce on December 8th,
2015, and terminate on November
20th, 2016. The theme will be: “Be
merciful just as your Father is merciful”. God’s mercy is for everyone –
believers and nonbelievers. It is the
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message of the Gospel. To live mercy
is to have a big heart, to be compassionate and full of tenderness for
others.
It is not too difficult to understand
where Pope Francis is coming from.
Before the late Conclave in March
2012, across from the then Cardinal
Bergoglio’s room was Cardinal
Kasper’s. He had copies of his then
latest book entitled “Mercy.” He gave
one to the future pope. “Ah, mercy”
when Bergoglio saw the title in Spanish, “That’s the name of our God.
Mercy is God’s greatest message”.
“Without mercy the world would not
exist”, an old woman in Buenos Aires
once told him. He asked her if she had
taught theology at the Gregorian in
Rome.
There is such a great and pressing
need for mercy in our world of today.
Mercy identifies with many types of
brokenness and brings to that brokenness loving healing and support.

CELEBRATIONS
OF GREAT JOY
FOR SCOTTISH
CATHOLICS
From last 7th - 13th March and beyond various commemorations have
taken place to honour the 400th anniversary of St .John Ogilvie. Solemn
vespers were sung at the Jesuit parish
of St. Aloysius, Glasgow, on 9th March,
and on 10th March a Solemn High
Mass was concelebrated in St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Glasgow. Cardinal
Cormac-Murphy O’Connor represented Pope Francis.
St. John Ogilvie, a convert and Jesuit
priest of a wealthy Calvinist background, hailed from the Highlands of
Banffshire. He was a witty and humorous person and a man of brave
faith. He had to fake his true identity
as a horse dealer. After nearly a year
back in his native land, he was betrayed and underwent great brutality,
ending up on the gallows at Glasgow
Cross on March 10th, 1615. What
marks him out is that he went to his
death with a smile on his face. He refused to recognise the spiritual
authority of King James V1 of Scotland. He was beatified in 1929 and
canonised in 1976.

CONTENTS
From the Editor
PAGE 2
In Brief
Church News
PAGE 3
Getting to know
The Comboni
Missionaries
PAGES 4 - 7
Praying the Psalms
PAGES 8 - 9
World Social
Forum/Tunisia
PAGES 10 - 11
Romero to be
Beatified
PAGES 12 - 13
Mexico
PAGES 14 - 15
Calais
PAGES 16 - 17
Prayer
PAGE 18
London Provincial
Assembly
PAGE 19
European Mass
Media/Verona
PAGES 20 - 21
You Write
PAGES 22 - 23
Projects
PAGE 24
3

by Fr John Downey mccj

Getting to know the
Comboni Missionaries

Fr Louis is a Comboni priest from Togo, West Africa, now working in the London Province.
We welcome him to our Province and that he might be happy and energetic amongst us.
In the following interview we were able to discover much about his background and plans.
A warm welcome to Fr Louis Kouevi.

Twin brother born in
a small town in Togo

I was born in Togo a small country
of West Africa in a town called Vogan
which means “We are free and safe”
reminding me of the story of its creation in 1712 when our ancestors
fled from the wickedness of a King
named Agokoli. I am a twin, the last
born of a united family of 7 children
(3 sisters and 4 brothers).

In a climate of
freedom and
responsibility

I cannot claim any particular Christian tradition inherited from my
family but I grew up in a lovely climate of freedom of religion which
allowed me to choose to be Christian. Only once I saw my father
going to church in his whole life but
when I informed him about my vocation to the priesthood he joyfully
accepted and encouraged me to go
ahead. Unfortunately he died many
years before my ordination on 17
December 1994. As for my mother,
though she was pleased to see me
becoming Christian and a leader of
the youth organisation of my parish,
she felt very sad, in the beginning,
about my vocation. I still remember
a certain “painful” dialogue I had
with her about my missionary aspiration: “Nobody in our family has
followed that way” she told me and
added: “I want you to give me grandchildren as your twin brother will do
when he will get married”. I couldn’t give her any clear answer that day
as she began to weep. But God who
4

Fr Louis celebrates in his mision church

has the power to deeply touch
human hearts, worked in my
mother’s heart, transformed it and
brought it to accept the great sacrifice for an African mum to give her
son for the mission.

My Mum became my
“first born”

My mum became my “child” by an
expected grace of God. The Sunday
after my ordination and during my
first Solemn Eucharistic celebration,
I had the immense pleasure to baptise my Mum becoming a spiritual
father. She was my first “born”, the
first catechumen I baptised; I called
her “Mum Francisca” and she replied
“My father Louis”. She, later, died

peacefully on 7 February 2010 at 103
years of age.

My vocation
influenced by good
missionary examples

My choice to become a Comboni
missionary, apart from a mysterious
and merciful act of God as in every
vocation, was humanly influenced by
a testimony of Comboni missionaries, especially of an Italian one who
was my parish priest, Fr Augusto
Zancanaro. He had been previously
working in Sudan but was expelled
from there by the Islamic authorities
in 1962 and then sent to Togo by our
General administration. Fr Zanca-

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

With widows and
orphans fighting for
their rights

In my six years pastoral work with
this community, I experienced great
moments of solidarity among the
poor. I was edified by the real capacity of people to struggle and
overcome difficulties.

The Widows

Teacher fulfilling a twofold vocation !

naro was a fearless missionary who
had the courage to preach the truth
to all during his homilies and especially to our politicians and the
country authorities denouncing and
condemning serious issues such as
corruption, human rights violation,
dictatorship, social injustice and so
on.
In those years (1970s),Togo was
governed by a military regime whose
leader, Etienne Eyadema, had killed,
in 1963, the first President of the
country, Sylvanus Olympio, committing the first bloody coup d’état in
Africa. It was not at all easy even for
priests to speak their mind and denounce all the wrong doings; Fr
Zancanaro was often threatened but
he never desisted in his prophetic
preaching. Many young people from
my parish were very attracted by this
missionary and did really love him;
this admiration for one who has left
his country and come to defend
poor and voiceless people and influenced my vocation.

My entrance into the
Congregation

It was “natural” for me to follow his
example. I therefore applied in 1982
Comboni Mission • Summer 2015

to begin the Comboni formation
process and one year after I started
my three years of Philosophy studies
in Togo followed by my novitiate in
Zaire from 1986 to 1988. My priestly
ordination took place on 16 December 1994 when I completed my
theological studies in Rome and a
new pastoral experience in Zaire.

First steps as a
Comboni Missionary
in the Congo

After my ordination, I was sent back
to Zaire which I already partially
knew. Here on the ground, now as a
Comboni missionary, my service and
commitment became more meaningful. My first service was in a parish
in Kimbanseke, one of the poorest
and most populous areas of Kinshasa the capital town. The
population was estimated around
200,000; of course not all of them
were Catholics, but apart from the
usual (celebrating Mass, administrating the sacraments) I and the other
priests were deeply involved in social, development and justice issues
for the benefit of all.

I remember with particular emotion
a group of women in our parish
called” The lonely women with
Jesus”. Who are these women? They
are at least 250 widows between 40
and 70 years old who got the brilliant and courageous idea to form a
kind of movement of solidarity, compassion and collective fighting in
order to defend their rights and promote small business and help each
other in case of abuses or maltreatments.
Among these poor and painful
women, one could find some who
were expelled together with their
children from the house they were
living before the death of their husband and expropriated without pity
from all the property belonging to
them; unfortunately, the pressure of
the local traditions and culture was
so strong, the system of justice administration and the police so
corrupt that these victims had no
real chance to be heard; they had to
create a strong organisation and
fight fearlessly for themselves. The
parish backed them strongly enabling them to win some spectacular
cases. With the support of some of
our benefactors mainly from abroad,
the group succeeded to build a centre for orphans where they can
gather for their meetings or for alphabetisation or apprenticeship.
“The lonely widows with Jesus” by
their dynamism, determination, capacity and creativity of doing any
kind of small jobs which can provide
them their daily bread and the essentials for their family forced
admiration and respect from the
men. In the end this group contributed a lot to change the image of
widows and women in general and
5

Educating from humble beginnings

provoked lovely changes in the society in terms of more attention to
their cases and more efficient actions
to protect and defend them. As missionaries this is a source of great joy
as more justice, respect and freedom
can be so lived among our people.

As a journalist and
more involved in
Justice and Peace
issues

In the midst of these challenging
pastoral ministries, I received an invitation for further formation and
studies in Rome.
For two and a half years (1998 –
2001 I studied journalism and
Church social teaching.Once back in
Kinshasa, a new opportunity and
missionary service were offered to
me: I integrated a team of two other
confrères to edit our Quarterly Magazine called “Revue Afriquespoir “
(Hope Africa) to form and to inform
6

about Mission and its challenges especially in the countries we are
working in Africa trying to give maintain hope even in troubled
situations; our task in our media
centre was also to provide news for
colleagues abroad and magazines
(Europe especially), newspapers,
and radio on what was happening
on the ground in the country.
The Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) is one of the richest
and most blessed countries in the
world for its immense natural and
mineral resources. But unfortunately, these riches are also the main
reasons for its bloody wars with millions of deaths, refugees, asylum
seekers, and internal displaced people. The country suffers either from
its various dictators, mafia and warlords who have been ruling all these
years or from some big multinationals and mine companies (Europe,
USA, Canada, China, South Africa
and so on), whose principal aim is to
make enormous profits in complicity with the local authorities.

Impunity, corruption, rule of terror,
social injustice, human rights violations were serious “plagues”
affecting these poor and brave people of the DRC. While many of its
millionaire’s, leaders or allied local
business men (and women) could
navigate in opulent and outrageous
luxury and while foreign companies
were exploiting the national resources, the large majority of
Congolese themselves were living in
poverty. The thirst for freedom,
democracy, fair and transparent elections, rule of the law and good
environment for suitable development of the country.
During the whole period I was in
Congo after my ordination (19942006), the country was governed by
three different presidents - dictators.
The first was Mobutu who had to
hastily flee his country, on May 16th
1996, some hours before the rebels
took power in Kinshasa; Mobutu
went into exile in Morocco where he
later died. The second one was Desire Kabila, the hunter and defeater
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of Mobutu who conducted the rebellion of 1996 and committed
enormous massacres in his progressing towards Kinshasa. In a
discussed alliance with Rwandan
army, Desiré Kabila with his soldiers
was responsible for the death of
thousands of Congolese people and
Rwandan refugees especially in the
East part of the country. His life also
ended bloodily in Kinshasa, assassinated in his palace in 16 January
2001 by one of his body guard; the
“bosses” who hid behind this killing
are still officially “unknown”. The
third President is Joseph Kabila, son
of Laurent Desire Kabila, very young
but used to stronger and heavy
power on his way of rule.
I was in Congo at the time of the
tremendous and unqualifiable
drama of Rwandan genocide and we
have felt some of its consequences in
Congo.
Another aspect of my commitment
in these critical situations was the
collaboration with the Archdiocese
of Kinshasa in the formation of leaders of community in issues of justice
and peace, reconciliation, human
rights promotions, democracy and
fair elections; I was a full member of
ecclesiastical and civil society monitoring violation of human rights,
denouncing police and military
abuses on people. When possible, I
used to help some religious orders

Cramped space but happy faces
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in the service of prisoners.
They were years of stress, threats
and fears but also of great joy and
satisfaction. Problems are still there
but we have tried to make them
known abroad and attract the attention of people of good will all over
the world on the drama of the Congolese situation. I received a lot from
the Congolese people and strengthened my faith, hope and charity
living and working with them.

Back for 5 years in
my country

In 2006, I left the RDC with a sort of
pain and sadness in my heart due
the “separation” from what missionary usually call “The first love”
alluding to their first country of mission.
Once back in Togo, I worked for 6
years as a parish priest in a village
called Asrama, 120km from Lomé
the capital town. There are many
similarities between the socio-political situation of Togo and the DRC
where I’d just come from. As in RDC,
The Republic of Togo is also governed by a young dictator, Faure
Gnassigngbe, a civilian but strongly
backed by the army responsible for
the death of at least 1000 people
during the presidential election in
2005. This year will be the end of his
second controversial mandate of rul-

ing the country initiated in 2010.
Even in my remote parish far from
the main centres, I carried on my
usual activities of justice and peace
and social development. Part of my
time was dedicated to formation of
leaders and school education issues.
I’ve tried to maintain a significant
collaboration with civil societies and
church organisations involved in
human rights defence and promotion.

Now in the UK

I was appointed, two years ago, to
work here in the UK. There is a historical relationship between Togo
and the UK. In effect, after the First
World War, part of Togo which was
run by Germany, was put under the
administration of the British. My maternal language which is Ewe still
contains some English words in its
vocabulary.
My main activities are with migrants, refugees and asylum seekers.
I must ”confess” that it is a real challenge and a very exciting experience
for me now that I am approaching
my 53rd year. As missionary, I feel in
tune with my vocation on the path of
St. Daniel Comboni working with
these vulnerable people in search of
a better life and many times obliged
to face misunderstanding, insecurity
and suffering and, for some of them,
depression, isolation and even humiliation.
I collaborate regularly with The Jesuit Refugee Service in the Detention
centres in London and also provide
special accompaniment to some detainees who need more or closer
attention for particular reasons. We
provide also some material help. It
is nice to show compassion and
mercy to them and be rewarded by
God with spiritual joy and the real
feeling of being useful to people in
need.
Being myself a migrant I feel a special solidarity to all of them in their
daily struggles to rebuild their lives
or to integrate themselves into this
country which welcomed them.
Their various contributions to the
growth of the UK are important and
should be more acknowledged and
appreciated.
7

To Know and
Pray Psalm 32
To help us to celebrate the
Feast of the Sacred Heart we
offer Psalm 32 taken from
the Entry Antiphon for this
feast day – Patron feast of
the Comboni Missionaries.
Take some time out to meditate
and pray this psalm, especially
in a spirit of reconciliation,
in the spirit of devotion to
the Sacred Heart.
8
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How blessed are those whose
offence is given,
Whose sin is blotted out.
How blessed are those to whom
Yahweh imputes no guilt,
Whose spirit harbours no deceit.
I said not a word, but my bones
wasted away
From groaning all the day;
Day and night your hand lay
heavy upon me;
My heart grew parched as stubble
In summer drought.
I made my sin known to you,
Did not conceal my guilt.
I said I shall confess my offence to
you Yahweh.
And you, for your part, took away
my guilt, forgave my sin.
I shall instruct you and teach you the
way to go;
I shall not take my eyes off you.
Do not be like horse or mule;
They do not understand bridle or bit;
Comboni Mission • Summer 2 015

If you advance to master them,
There is no means of getting them
to come near.
Countless troubles are in store for
the wicked,
But one who trusts in Yahweh is
enfolded in his faithful love.
Rejoice in Yahweh,
Exult all you upright,
Shout for joy, you honest of heart.
This is a psalm of personal
thanksgiving
9

"After two years, the World Social Forum (WSF) is back in Tunis, in a context of growing
instability and violence in the countries of North Africa and the Middle East. It wanted to be
a sign of peace and hope in the process of the ‘Arab Spring’, threatened by terrorism and
the risk of being distorted by religious fundamentalism and repressive governments.
Voicing the repudiation of ‘all forms of terrorism’, including the arrogance of militarism
and the systematic violence of an economy that kills."

Comboni message from the
World Social Forum 2015
Be springtime in the Church and in the world today
fter two years, the World Social
Forum (WSF) is back in Tunis,
in a context of growing instability and violence in the countries
of North Africa and the Middle
East. It wanted to be a sign of peace
and hope in the process of the Arab
Spring, threatened by terrorism
and the risk of being distorted by religious fundamentalism and repressive governments. The Forum has
found the welcome gratitude of a people in a process of emancipation featuring the young and women.
The Comboni Family was present
again, with one of the most representative and international delegations: 37 members, working in 15 different countries.
In a multicultural frame of colours,
rhythms and dances, the North African
peoples were the most present in
most of the debates and events. Compared to two years ago, the participation of other African countries,
whose representatives in many cases
have recognized and acknowledged
the missionary and Comboni missionaries. The Forum is one of the few
public spaces in the world, where the
south of the world can express themselves freely.
Among the 1500 workshops, the
main themes were: the defence of human rights (especially women, migrants and minorities); the environment and climate, which also requires a change in lifestyle; alternatives to the neoliberal hegemonic

A
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system; spirituality and interfaith dialogue.
As the Comboni Family we find ourselves in tune with progressive en-

gagement of civil society organizations
in different parts of the world. This is
an expression of our ongoing effort
to update the Plan of Daniel Comboni.
In these eight years, the Comboni presence at the WSF has
been qualified: we began to organize seminars and workshops inspired by our missionary experience
and we are progressively sharing
activities and wider paths, with the
groups we work with.
The stand set up by the Comboni
family was an important instrument
of missionary animation: the plurality of affiliations and backgrounds, we
witness the Christian commitment to

World Forum Comboni participants
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l Human

mobility in the defence of
the rights of migrants;

l The

paths of reconciliation and dialogue in countries affected by war,
with a focus on inter-religious dialogue and specifically Islamic-Christian;

l The defence of creation and public

goods in synergy with the victims of
injustice and reviewing environmental lifestyles of our communities
and provinces.

A typical market in the capital, Tunis

change together that which destroys
life.
The role of the laity is fundamental
to our institutions and opens up
more and more forms of sharing of
the missionary with competent and
passionate people that expand our
understanding of the world and expand our networks of relationships,
ensuring continuity in the process of
evangelization and transformation of
reality.
We attended the Forum with the intention of making eco faith in the
processes of liberation that we are allowed to accompany together with
civil organisations. For this we are
committed to setting aside every day
a time for communal discernment and
celebration.
We believe that the mission is primarily to share the mystique that
feeds our actions and inspires a transfigured vision of “a different world is

possible.”
There we were celebrating in the
crypt of the Cathedral of Tunis, in the
shadows of the Christian presence in
the Arab-Muslim culture. We started
together in a day of remembrance of
the martyrdom of Oscar Romero and
thirty years after the martyrdom of our
brother Ezekiel Ramin, in the week
before Easter. The seed that gives life
to the life of the world is a beautiful
picture of our fragility facing such
great challenges, as well as our hope
that you can still “do spring” with the
people who welcome us.
In continuity with the discernment
made in the last four Comboni Forums, we considered the areas in
which we are engaged in the same,
and the need to support and develop:
l Liberation from slavery to today, especially that of human trafficking;

To be effective in these areas we
must increasingly create networks at
interprovincial and continental levels
welcoming competent lay people engaged on the same issues and collaborate with organizations, religious
or not, who work in defence of life.
Called to recognize the “new Areopagus” of the mission, we reiterate
the importance of the Comboni presence at the World Social Forum, proposing it as a meeting point where we
monitor the direction and effectiveness. Participants in the Forum were
the Comboni Missionaries, a retired
Xaverian bishop, two sisters to “new
heavens and a new earth.”
Participants
Tunis, March 29, 2015

Tunis Cathedral
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EL SALVADOR
Romero to be beatified
Pope Francis has recognized Oscar Arnulfo Romero as a martyr.
The Archbishop of San Salvador was killed “in hatred of the
Faith”. “Let my blood be a seed of freedom”.
ona Maria Jose is in the San
Salvador Cathedral crypt
where Monsignor Oscar
Romero is buried. On one side of the
crypt there is a big picture of the Archbishop with a sign that says “Saint
Romero of the Americas, our Pastor
and martyr”. The woman smiles, she
has just heard the news about
Romero’s beatification process, and
says: “Monsignor Romero is a particular Saint. He was canonized by the
people first, and then by the Church
of Rome. We people of the Americas
were the first to sanctify Monsignor
Romero.”
In London, many people stop to
look at the statue of a smiling Romero
which is in the façade above the Great
West Door of Westminster Abbey,
alongside another nine statues of
20th-century martyrs. The United Nations holds a special day, each year on
March 24, the anniversary of
Romero’s assassination to promote a
human rights issue. This day is called

D
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the “International Day for the Right to
the Truth concerning Gross Human
Rights Violations and for the Dignity
of Victims. Finally, in Rome, 35 years
after the Archbishop’ s death – he was
killed on 24 March 1980 – one commission of theologians and the
Cardinals Commission for the Causes
of Saints, unanimously recognized
Oscar Romero’s martyrdom, killed “in
hatred of the Faith”. On 3 February,
Pope Francis approved the decree announcing Oscar Romero as martyr,
paving the way to his beatification.
Msgr. Gregorio Rosa Chavez, the
auxiliary bishop of San Salvador, former collaborator and friend of
Romero, has commented: “We have
been waiting for this news for years.
This is a gift for Latin America and for
the Universal Church. Monsignor
Romero is not just a son of El Salvador, he is also a universal witness of
peace and hope. The acknowledgement of Romero’s martyrdom is the
recognition of men in the service of

God, of the Church and of the Poor at
the cost of his life.”

Pope Francis: the turning
point
Romero’s beatification cause took off
in Rome in 1996 after the diocesan
phase had been concluded in El Salvador. After that the whole process
started slowing down. This was de-
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spite the letters that were sent by the
Salvadoran Episcopate, which shook
off old divisions, and informed Rome
of its unanimous support for a speedy
recognition of Romero’s martyrdom.
In those years, there was an influential faction of prelates who strongly
opposed the canonization of Oscar
Romero, seen by them as a subversive
trouble maker.
The turning point for the cause of
beatification, was the election of Cardinal Bergoglio to the papacy. He was
the one who decided to speed up the
beatification process. “Everything
changed with Pope Francis,” said the
Jesuit priest and theologian Jon Sobrino recalling how the two previous
popes, Wojtyla and Ratzinger, had
also taken into consideration the
Archbishop’s canonization “but without much conviction and action”.
Monsignor Vincenzo Paglia, postulator of Romero’s cause since 1996,
stressed that Romero is one of the
greatest witnesses of the Church of
the Second Vatican Council. “The
Pope’s recognition of Romero’s martyrdom, “killed in hatred of the Faith”,
does away with cautiousness and resistance fuelled by secret political
prejudices. Archbishop Romero
strove for peace, reconciliation and
social justice. He felt a compelling
need of announcing the Word of God.
He loved a poor Church, for the poor.
He shared the poor’s suffering. He
served Christ by serving his people. I
think he is an iconic figure for the
Church of today and an illuminating
example for the Church of the future.”

by civil and religious authorities. He
had escaped some assassination attempts. “Msgr. Romero was aware
that his life was at stake” – says historian Roberto Morozzo della Rocca,
professor of modern history at the
University of Rome. “The Archbishop
therefore was prepared to die and
wanted to give meaning to his death,
remaining faithful to his apostolic

of his priests and catechists, who had
been assassinated. He wanted to give
a deep meaning to his death, by living
a life for God. Three weeks before his
death he said to a friend: ‘Living a life
committed to God is worth more than
martyrdom itself.’
The day before his assassination,
during a homily in the cathedral, the
Archbishop addressed the military directly: “Any human order to kill must
be subordinate to the law of God
which says, “Thou shalt not kill”. No
soldier is obliged to obey an order
contrary to the law of God. No one
has to obey an immoral law. It is high
time you obeyed your consciences
rather than a sinful order… In the
name of God, in the name of this suffering people whose cries rise to
heaven more loudly each day, I implore you, I beg you, I order you – in

mandate. He used to say, “I am a
shepherd, and a good shepherd does
not abandon his sheep to the wolves.”
Romero had no doubts: he would not
leave El Salvador, he would stay beside his people until the end”. He
often meditated about the martyrdom

the name of God: stop the repression.” Romero on the day before his
death also said: “If they kill me, I shall
rise again in the Salvadoran people,
let my blood be a seed of freedom,
and let my death be for the liberation
of my People.”

A meaningful death
Romero knew he would be killed. He
received letters, phone calls threatening him every day. He even received
alarming messages on television, or
Comboni Mission • Summer 2 015
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MEXICO
Father Solalinde, on
the side of migrants
They threaten and intimidate him, but Father Alejandro Solalinde continues his mission, at the risk of his life.

Father Solalinde

nly a few hours after the 43
students, from a college near
the town of Iguala in the
southern state of Guerrero, had disappeared, Father Alejandro Solalinde,
having consulted several trusted
sources, was the first person to tell fed-

O
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eral investigators for the nation’s attorney general that the students had
been burned alive. He also informed
authorities that he was able to locate
the place where they were buried.
Father Solalinde is not afraid to
speak out against abuses and injustice.
He says: “I have received numerous
death threats.” The immigrant shelter,
which he founded in Ixtepec, has been
attacked more than once. The religious
adds that, once, the municipal authorities threatened to set the centre on
fire, if he would not close it within two
days. But he was not scared and kept
on running the shelter for migrants,
even when he heard that a killer had
been recruited to assassinate him.
Father Solalinde, 69, is a defender of
human rights in Mexico, which holds
records for the largest number of
homicides: 50,000 over the last six
years alone. The Catholic Church also
has its own victims. Since 1993, the
year of Cardinal Posadas Ocampo’s assassination, twenty-eight priests, three
religious, a deacon and four sacristans

have been murdered. Four priests and
a seminarian were killed over the last
year alone.

Commitment to
the migrants.
When asked why he decided to devote
his life to migrants, he answered, “After
30 years of priesthood, I felt I was involved in this reality. So I asked my
bishop not to make me work behind a
desk, but at the foot of the Cross. I
wanted to be close to the nearly
400,000 migrants who, every year, try
to cross the Mexico-United States border without documents. I soon
realised it would not be an easy task.
Four hundred people asked for shelter, the first night we opened the
centre, since then, the number has remained constant.”
Some people have protested against
the establishment of the shelter, since
they are annoyed by the presence of
migrants and poor people in their
area, but it has been even worse to find
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out that there is connivance
between authorities, the police, local officials, and
gangs involved in migrant,
drug and organ trafficking.
It is impossible to remain
silent and to turn a blind
eye: “They have accused me of having
become a public figure, but I am just
like any other, Jesus Christ is public. I
have renounced a quiet life, I have
overcome the fear of threats thanks to
the words in John’s Gospel: “The one
who sent me is with me; he has not left
me alone”.
When a woman who has been raped,
or a boy robbed of his clothes, or a
tired man who cannot even stand, exhausted from a long day of travel,
knock at the door a Christian knows
what he is supposed to do. Father Solalinde quotes Jesus in Matthew’s
Gospel: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me. Whatever you did to the
least of my brothers, you did it to me.”
Migrants can stop at the “Hermanos
en el Camino” (Brothers on the way)
shelter a few days on their way to the
United States. The number of children
trying to cross the border is increasing,
since mothers want to take them away
from endemic violence in Central
America. More than 50,000 children
reached the border with the United
States, last year alone. President Barak
Obama himself has defined the migrant issue “a human tragedy”.
Children and the other migrants pile
on board the roof of the freight train,
called “La Bestia” (the Beast). It drives
immigrants from Mexico’s southern
Chiapas state to Mexico City, passing
by Ixpetec, where they will attempt to
travel north to the U.S. border. The
freight train is also called “the train of
death”, since it sometimes happens
that someone falls and gets injured or
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dies. One can see several mass graves
along the route from Guatemala to the
US border, where the victims of kidnap
gangs are buried. Father Alejandro
says: “Twenty thousand people are kidnapped every year. Kidnapping
constitutes a criminal industry estimated to be worth $50 million per
year. Kidnappers torture and rob their
victims. They then demand the phone
numbers of family members in the U.S.
or back in Central America and ask for
ransoms.”
Denouncing can cost someone his
life. In 2011, Maria Elizabeth Castro’s
mutilated body was found on a road
near the city of Nuevo Laredo. A note
found with the journalist’s body said
she had been killed for reporting the
activities of criminal groups. The journalist, 39, was a member of the
Scalambrinian Lay Movement, and also
worked in a shelter for migrants. Many
operators linked to the Catholic
Church have been threatened with
death. “I would betray them, if I left”,
says Father Solalinde. “I am a pastor, I
cannot run away when the wolf arrives”, quoting Monsignor Oscar
Romero, the bishop of San Salvador
killed in 1980 for speaking out against
violence and abuses and for standing
on the side of the poor.
Father Solalinde loves a Church that
is poor, missionary and evangelizing as
dreamed by Pope Francis, the Pope
who urges priests to be shepherds
who “smell like their sheep”. Like
Jesus, who loved all people, but par-

ticularly the marginalized. The
priest adds, “Standing near the
Cross means drying the tears of
those Central Americans who
run after the American dream.”
There are weeping women at
the foot of the Cross, such as
Martha from Salvador, when she
phones her six year old daughter at
home to remind her she must be obedient, must prepare herself for her
First Holy Communion, and while she
is speaking she realizes that her child
has burst into tears. Another weeping
woman is Jazmin from Nicaragua,
mother of a little daughter. She has
been sold to a Mexican brothel, and
tried to commit suicide by swallowing
drugs. Irma cannot stop her tears
when she remembers her kidnapping
on the route to the U.S. She had left
home with the hope of working in the
U.S. to pay a surgical operation for her
father, but on her way towards the
American dream she was kidnapped by
criminals, who she defines “butchers”
because they quartered migrants if
families did not pay the ransom. “They
smelled of gasoline, because they put
their victims’ bodies in barrels and
burn them.” The old mothers who do
not have any news of their children,
and come to Mexico to look for them,
also weep quietly. They paste posters
with the face of their sons to the crumbling walls of the city, they visit mass
graves, they set candles afloat in baskets on the river waters which might
hold the bodies of their children disappeared along the route.
Father Solalinde says: “As Christian
ministers we are called to proclaim the
Lord of Life also in death situations.
People must feel that we stand by them
announcing the Word of God and denouncing injustice. This is our
mission. We must not betray them.”
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A Day in Calais to
Celebrate the
Oriental Easter with
the Eritrean refugees
The visit of the Cenacles of
Missionary Prayer to Calais
on 11 and 12 April was a
follow-up of the first visit
when the parish priest from
S. Pierre parish, Fr Pierre
Poidevin, asked us to go
back for Oriental Easter
Sunday. This time we were
to go with young people
and to engage the refugees
in chosen activities. We
took up the invitation with
enthusiasm.

Sr Graca with youth member

ogether we prepared the trip.
We asked the parish in Calais
to give accommodation to the
young people for the night with
French families so that we could go
to the camps on Sunday. The generous parishioners consented and we
had a preparatory meeting on
Sunday morning. The young people
were informed of the situation in
Calais so that they could become
aware of the refugee situation in the
world and the challenge that it
brings to society and how they themselves could make a difference in this
situation. The parish priest, Fr Pierre
Poidevin, stayed with these young

people in the morning. We had our
meeting in the Presbytery before the
11 o’clock Mass. At the same time the
group of Cenacle went to visit some
of the camps in the morning and
another group of Cenacle members,
who had cooked 400 meals in
London the day before – went to distribute these to the refugees,
especially to the Eritreans, for the
celebration of their Easter Day.
We went to the camps in the afternoon and it was very touching to see
the new chapel and the new place
where the refugees were living, especially the Eritreans. They had built a
beautiful new chapel with a high

T
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cross. The symbol of the Cross on
top of that chapel was the most visible and attractive thing in that camp.
The first thing we did was to go
inside and there was a moment of
deep respect and admiration for
what they had done – the way they
had built the chapel. We had a short
prayer together in the chapel. The
Eritrean refugee community were
happy to see people from outside
coming and mixing with them, praying with them and talking to them in
their language and sharing food with
them.
There are big challenges in the
camp because the area is very sandy
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By Maria Graca Almeida,
Comboni Missionary

Cenacle Group meeting at Chiswick

and dusty and the water taps are distant
from
some
of
the
accommodation. There is still the
problem of the coordination of aid.
Everything done in the camp to help
the refugees is very spontaneous. No
charity or NGO is accountable to anyone. The camps could also become
dangerous because of violence. If
some of them become violent there
are no rules to stop that. However,
the police car is touring around and
I saw the armed police on patrol.
Our young people from the UK were
rather shocked to see this. It seemed
that the police were suspicious, especially of the young people in these
camps.
One of the beautiful things that I
witnessed in the refugee camp is
HOPE – you breathe a lot of hope
when you are there – unconditional
hope. For the migrants, what they
dream is possible. So they even don’t
mention too much the pain they
endured before arriving there. I
remember Melaku from Ethiopia
telling me that he travelled to Libya
and then by boat to Lampedusa and

Youth in Calais
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eventually he arrived there in Calais.
He arrived with many wounds and
cuts on his body. He had a dangerous
trip and had been beaten violently by
the smugglers. Still, he was only
thanking God that had been able to
reach Lampedusa and from there
could come to Calais and was hopeful that he will soon reach his
destination which is Leeds! Many
people go to Leeds because there is a
strong community of Eritreans and
Ethiopians and they can receive help
from them – and with their own language they can feel more at home.
At the end of the day many
refugees thanked us for our presence, saying ‘Today was a great day’.
We asked them why and they said
‘Because you came and stayed with
us. We feel we are considered by you
and you are not neglecting us. So this
has increased our hope’.
On the way back I asked the young
people from London what they were
taking away from the day and they
said that it was a humbling experience. They remembered the smiles
of the refugees and the hope that

they showed. The refugees were very
positive. In the future these young
people from London would like to
go back and organise some activities
such as having group conversations
for healing therapy – to let the
refugees tell stories if this helps – or
games – or simply listen to them to
see what they need. They don’t want
to take to them things, such as
clothes, because these refugees are
always hoping to get out of the
camps to come to England. They are
always ready for departure. You can
see in young refugees the attitude of
the PILGRIM – always ready and hoping to go and move on.
One thing is certain – to show solidarity and interest, and just sit with
them and listen to what they have to
tell us. As a missionary who worked
several years in Africa I always
believed that where there is a problem there is also a solution. If we
listen because we care for them this
will make a difference to their lives
and to our own lives. This is something we all can do.
As regards Illegal immigration only
a political solution can resolve the
whole scenario. It requites the commitment of governments, churches
and people of good will who are
ready to show love and acceptance.
We are among the people who have
good will and want to be an expression of love and understanding and
acceptance. We must also be engaged
in lobbying our parliamentary representatives for long-term answers. It is
not just dreaming of change!
Sr Graça Almeida
Comboni Missionary Sister

Praying with the refugees
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The Prayer
I asked God to take away my pride.
And God said no.
He said it was not for him to take away
But for me to give up
I asked God to make my handicapped child whole
And God said no.
He said her spirit is whole.
Her body is only temporary.
I asked God to grant me patience.
And God said no.
He said that patience is a by-product of tribulation.
It isn’t granted. It’s earned
I asked God to give me happiness.
And God said no.
He said he gives blessings.
Happiness is up to me.
I asked God to spare me pain.
And God said no.
He said sufferings draw you apart from
worldly care
And brings you closer to him.
I asked God to make my spirit grow.
And he said no.
He said I must grow on my own.
But I will be in heaven someday
because I believe.
I asked God to help me love others
as much as he loves me.
God said, “Ah, at last you finally
have the idea.”
18
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by Fr John Downey mccj

London Provincial
Assembly

Comboni group at Sunningdale

omboni Missionaries travelled
from Ireland, Scotland and
here in England to participate
in the Provincial Assembly at Sunningdale. All fit and roadworthy
members arrived with the exception
of our sick colleagues, Frs A. Wolstenhome (Glasgow nursing home),
V. Maguire (Dawson Place) and D.
Wilkinson (Wicklow nursing home).
The Assembly ran from 10th March
to 13th.
The first day of the meeting was
given over to the presentation of Reports from the various offices:
missionary animation, magazine
‘Comboni Mission’
Mission Appeals, Provincial Treasury, Church/Sacred Heart, Justice
and Peace, Immigrants, Mission Offices. Our Mission Appeal ministry
has been successful and for this we
owe a great debt of gratitude to
priests and the faithful and generous
people we meet on our Appeals.
There is also a slight concern with
falling subscribers towards our magazine yet donations from benefactors
continue to be most generous. Our
mission projects secretariat has been
able to forward substantial grants to

C
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our many missionaries in Africa and
Latin America. The day came to an
end with the Provincial Report.
Our evening Eucharist (March 10)
was a celebration of the 400th
anniversary of the martyrdom
of St John Ogilvie at Glasgow
Cross (1615). Our community from Glasgow led the
celebration.
Fr General, direct from his
office in Rome, spoke directly by Skype to the
assembled group and gave
an outline of the present
situation of the congregation. Some Good news but
also pointing out the harsh
reality of an ageing group
but with however numerous
vocations
and
ordinations coming principally from Africa. He
spoke of the forthcoming
General Chapter in Rome
during the month of September with the theme
‘Comboni
missionary
disciples called to live
the joy of the Gospel in today’s
world.’ and encouraged us during

our meeting to reflect and play our
part in giving inspiration to the
Chapter theme. Fr Provincial and Fr
Tesfamichael will represent the London Province at the General Chapter
with delegates coming from our
worldwide provinces.
The following day was taken up
with group discussion and presentation of proposals for the delegates at
the General Chapter in Rome.
The Assembly was closed with a
solemn Eucharist celebrated by Fr
Provincial. Thanking everyone for
their contribution towards a very satisfactory and pleasant week together.
Thanks were due to all who made
the Assembly successful and also to
the Sunningdale community and
parishioners for their kind welcome
and hospitality. St Daniel Comboni,
pray for us!

St John Ogilvie
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by Fr John Downey mccj

Assembly of
European Mass Media

in Verona
Comboni Priests, Sisters and Lay Comboni
Associates – a total of 24 in all – who work in the
various publications – printed audio-visual and
digital, of the comboni provinces, gathered at the
Mother House of the Comboni Sisters in Verona,
Italy from 24 to 27 February.
The Assembly was opened by our Secretary
General for Missionary Animation, Fr Jorge Garcia,
welcoming those present as he emphasised the
importance of the meeting in the context of

preparation for the XVIII General Chapter and the
celebrations concluding the 150th anniversary of
the Plan of Comboni. In fact, the Assembly was
intended also to draw up a document to be
presented to the Pre-capitular Continental
Assembly to be held from 19 to 27 of May at
Limone , Italy, and which, once approved by the
Assembly, would be brought to the chapter as a
concrete contribution on the part of those working
in the European Comboni media.

Mass Media group at Mother House of the Verona Sisters
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On the morning of Wednesday, 25
February, two invited speakers
delivered addresses to the group
gathered in the auditorium.
Tiziana Cavall an expert in social
communications from the University
of Verona, spoke of “how to improve
the service of communication in the
light of the changes brought about by
Above: Attending
new means of communication”, and
a conference in
Paolo Rodari, an expert in Vatican
the auditorium
affairs from the Italian newspaper ‘la
Right: Limone,
Repubblica’, who spoke of how
lake Garda
religious and missionary news items
are perceived by newspapers, how
they are transmitted, how and why
they are ignored and the
difficulties involved in finding
space for religious themes in a
secular newspaper.
The whole meeting was passed
in an atmosphere of keen listening
to each other and in a spirited
dialogue amongst all the
participants
Thanks go to the Sisters for
their splendid hospitality and to
Frs Efraim and Paulo for their
attention and support. One evening Above: Sirmione Castle, Lake Garda
was given over to a walk ‘by night’
through the beautiful city of Verona
with Fr Paulo Sartori as expert
guide as he led us all
through the Roman
history of Verona
meeting up with the
modern city centre of
exclusive Italian fashion
shopping centres. The
walk concluded at ‘Il
Redentore’, a fashionable
pizzeria situated on the
banks of the Adige!
On the final afternoon
of our meeting we
enjoyed an excursion to the
medieval site of Sirmione on lake
Garda, now modernised, with
local natural spa baths and
luxurious hotels. There was a
most interesting visit led by our
guide Sr Esperanca as she
conducted us through the ancient
Roman church where she herself
resides as a hermit.
Comboni Mission • Summer 2015

Above: Mother
House of the
Verona Sisters
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Mailbag

You Write
Comboni Miss
ion
8 Clontarf Road
DUBLIN 3
IRELAND

Comboni Miss
ion
Brownberrie La
ne
Horsforth
LEEDS
LS18 5HE
ENGLAND

Comboni Miss
ion
138 Carmyle Av
enue
GLASGOW
G32 8DL
SCOTLAND

Letters from readers are most welcome but we regret we cannot publish
them all. Some may be shortened due to lack of space.
You can also email us at:
combonimission@eircom.net • leeds@comboni@org.uk
combonimissionaries@yahoo.com - Editor • vrf@carglw.fsnet.co.uk
Dear Fr.
Following the success of the
Comboni Glasgow
Community’s Family Fun Day
in 2013 and 2014, which
raised funds for the Comboni
Missions, we are having
another Fun Day on May 23rd
at the Carmyle House from
Midday until 2pm. We have a
great variety of Stalls and
attractions for all the family.
Funds raised this year will go
to the much needed war
situation in South Sudan.
Yours sincerely,
Organising Committee,

The Organizing Committee at Carmyle
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Carmyle/Glasgow
Dear Fr.
Thank you for the calendar
and newsletter. I forward a
small donation to aid the
refugees, victims of
trafficking.
Sincerely,
H. Ross,
Shrewsbury

Dear Fr.
Please find enclosed a
donation to help the victims
of the Haiti earthquake.
Thanks for the wonderful

article: ‘Remembering Haiti’,
published In ‘Comboni
Mission’ winter 2014
F. McCausland,
Bournemouth
Dear Fr Franco
I was touched by your talk at
our parish.
I myself was born in
Angola. I have visited Uganda
twice and have a great love
for Ethiopia, which with
Armenia claims to be the
oldest Christian kingdom. I
also worked rural
development in North East
Brazil, after learning about
runoff agriculture in the
Negev desert of Israel. I am
very interested in supporting
the work of your order.
With prayers and good
wishes.
P. Pearson,
Horsham,
West Sussex

Dear Fr John
Congratulations on the
spring 2015 edition of
‘Comboni Mission’. From the
Pope’s message on the
Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

‘globalization of
indifference’ to the articles
on Brazil, Kenya, Calais etc.
It is full of amazing, candid
and uplifting stories of
Christian witness in
adversity.
I am an Anglican lay
minister but have been an
admirer of your magazine
and supporter of the
Comboni Missionaries since

meeting Fr Raffaele
Dellagiacomo. RIP.
In January I visited Sudan
for the first time and was
thrilled to see the pictures of
St Daniel Comboni in St
Matthew’s Cathedral,
Khartoum and to talk with Fr
Marti.
Thank you to all Comboni
missionaries and supporters
for their courageous and
faithful service.
Yours sincerely,
Tony Richmond,
Abingdon, Oxfordshire

Dear Friends
Posting some photos
from the Sacred Heart
Church, Sunningdale.
An arrangement to
celebrate Easter. The
florist artist wishes to
remain anonymous. Our
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Easter at Marist Convent, Sunninghill

many thanks. Would there be
other readers with interesting
mission photos?
Editor,
Sunningdale
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MISSION PROJECTS – 2014
Dear Friends - How your support went to the Missions in the last year.
The work that the Comboni Missionaries do is made possible through the generosity of you, our friends
and benefactors and the many people we meet during our Mission Appeal work throughout Great Britain
and Ireland. We present a sample of some of the projects we were able to help. Our appreciation of
your sacrifices and kindness is sincere, and our prayers for your well-being is assured.
1.

Building of joint-postulancy for Comboni seminarians from Kenya and
South Sudan in Ongata Rongai (Kenya).

2.

Contribution towards the preparation of Pastoral Agents in the Parish
of Santiago in Cochoapa (Guerreo) in the Province of México.

3.

Contribution towards the construction of a Centre for the ‘Conference
of Major Religious Superiors’, serving twenty-six (26) religious
congregations in Eritrea.

5.

Contribution towards the cost of installing electricity in the Parish of
Christ, Missionary of the Father, in Chorrillos (Archdiocese of Lima in
Peru). Into a boarding hostel for young women attending St. Paul’s
High School in Luckau, Groblersdal (Diocese of Witbank in South
Africa).

7.

Contribution towards continuing with the construction of a Parish
Church in the Mission of Rushere (Archdiocese of Mbarara in
Uganda).

8.

Contribution towards the maintenance of our Missionaries in the
Parish of Ste. Trinite de Moïssala (Diocese of Sarh in Chad).

9.

Cost of FM transmitting equipment for Radio Lotiko, a diocesan radio
in Sarh, which was founded by the Comboni Missionaries in Chad.

10. Contribution towards the cost of replacing computers and providing
computer training, and purchasing sports equipment and books for
the Library, for the Major Seminarians of Awasa Vicariate in Addis
Ababa.
11. Contribution towards the running costs of our Missionary Animation
Centre in Lomé in the Province of Togo/Ghana/Benin.
12. Contribution towards the purchase of a vehicle for the Parish of St.
Teresa of the Child Jesus in Abéché, Eastern Chad.
13. Contribution towards the purchase of a vehicle for Chama Parish in
Luangwa Valley, North-eastern Zambia.

16. Contribution towards the cost of producing digital material for
Mission Animation With our Magazine, ‘Vida Missionera’ in Quito
(Ecuador).
17. Contribution towards the cost of training ‘Parish Communication
Secretaries’ for The Diocese of Arua and ‘Radio Pacis’ (North-western
Uganda).

14. Contribution towards the cost of constructing a building for ‘St.
Daniel Comboni Pre-School’ which is presently housed in rooms of
Chama Parish in Luangwa Valley, North-eastern Zambia.

18. Contribution towards poverty alleviation and education funding in
Balaka (Province of Malawi-Zambia).

15. Contribution towards the construction of a Parish Church in the
Mission of Gublak (Archdiocese of Addis Ababa in Ethiopia).

19. Contribution towards poverty alleviation and education in Teticha
(Ethiopia).
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