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By Fr John Downey

Remembering our past
n important landmark is being
recorded this year as ‘Comboni
Mission’ celebrates 70 years. Yes,
in 1946 our first publication under the
title, ‘Our African Missions’ was
launched through the pioneer Fr de
Negri. It was a bold adventure for a recently arrived Verona Father from
Italy to present a British audience
with a missionary magazine. It has
proved to be a humble seed planted
with care and devotion which has
grown and matured along the many
years of its life. It has gathered together many, many friends and
supporters of our missionary work
and spread the ‘Good News’ not
only about Africa but also the Americas, Asia and of course here in
Europe. We give our heartfelt
thanks to our many editors, readers and supporters and ask God’s
blessing on you all!
Our missionary magazine besides
being delivered to regular friends is
also distributed at our weekly mission
appeals. My own ploy in promoting the
magazine is to ask the altar servers to
hand them out to the people at the end
of mass, otherwise they will remain untouched on the table! We hope that our
magazine will awaken in many hearts a
desire to spread the Good News
amongst the poorest! Maybe we could
think of something similar for the collection! Any ideas?
On June 3 we celebrate the solemn
feast of the Sacred Heart and patron of
the Comboni Missionaries/Verona Fathers (that’s us) and a Novena and
prayers during the month of June remembering the intentions offered by
our friends and benefactors. We remember in a special way our
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benefactors both living and dead on
this beautiful Feast.
We also wish to hear your opinion and
views about our mission here and
abroad. Only talking can we discover
the true way forward to peace and
unity. Receiving
hints and encouragement
from
our readers we
grow in courage
and enthusiasm.
Thank you very
much!
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Getting to know the

by Fr John Downey mccj

Looking back 70 years

Comboni Missionaries

‘Our African Missions’ magazine
(‘Comboni Mission’) is born!
he 2nd World war was just
over. Reconstruction and
peace of the nation was the
order of the day. People’s spending
continued to be controlled and
rationed. A long road to recovery lay
ahead. It was now 1946 and our
Italian confreres had been released
from internment on the Isle of Man
and were set to launch a missionary
magazine entitled ‘Our African
Missions’.
Under the leadership of Fr De
Negri, the confreres were gathered in
Ganthorpe Hall, not far from York,
where plans were being drawn up
for a new start to the congregation’s
missionary efforts in Britain and
Ireland.

T

One of the first initiatives undertaken by Fr De Negri was to start in
September 1946 our first Mission
magazine. This first issue, printed by
the Salesian Press in Battersea.
London, contained 20 pages and was
sold at sixpence .
The Editor had written in his
Foreword that it was “to keep friends
acquainted with the splendid development of our mission work in
Africa”. He also added a further
motive, which continues in our present-day publication that, “the activity
of Catholic Missionaries in far-off
lands is intimately connected with
and dependent on the prayers and
help of so many good people at

The first editor:
Fr De Negri (middle) 1955 at Sunningdale.
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home, that it becomes a duty of gratitude on the part of the missionary to
share his joys and his hopes with
those who so generously give him
spiritual and material support”. In
his Foreword he also spoke of the
intention of reaching out to youth to
be able to respond to the challenges
of Africa and the mission.
It also added a further motive of
setting out to attract English-speaking missionaries to answer to the
need of those areas of British
Colonial Africa where our missionaries were active. The diarist of our
London Province history noted that,
“although very modest by any standards, the Superiors in Verona found
it ‘graditissimo’ (‘most agreeable’) and it was to do great
work in years ahead”.
The magazine was to play an
important role in the field of
Vocation Promotion for our
seminary at Sunningdale
opened in 1938 but closed by
the British Government during the war and only opened
again in 1948.
At this point, most of our
missionaries were working
in the Apostolic Vicariate of
Khartoum, extending from
southern Egypt and including most of the Sudan, the
apostolic Vicariate of Bahr
El
Ghazal
(Southern
Sudan), the Vicariate of the
Equatorial Nile (Northern Uganda)

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

Rolling back the years! – First Edition –
‘Our African Missions’ – September 1946

and the Prefecture Apostolic of Bahr
El Gebel (south-east Sudan). All of
these territories were under British
rule and the British authorities had
made it clear that they would be happier with either British personnel or
at least with people who had attended the “Colonial Teachers Training
Course”.
As this first issue of the magazine
implies on page 4, a step in the right
direction had already been taken
with the ordination to the priesthood
in 1944 of the first English confrere,
Fr Eric Grace, who wrote an article
for the magazine recounting his journey – by land and sea – to Khartoum
At the end he recounts his joy on
arrival at the long-awaited destination: “We crossed the Nile on a
bridge almost half a mile long. Then
we drew into the station. Here we
were met by some of the Fathers, and
they took us to Comboni College. We
had reached the end of the journey.
We had left England in the cold and
the mist. Here we found beautiful
Comboni Mission • Summer 2016

sunshine, and a temperature of 100F. But
what was more consoling was the thought
that at last we had
reached the place where
we were to labour for
Christ”.
The ‘British’ slant was
further enhanced by a
short letter from Fr.
Vignato, the Superior
General wrote; “I warmly
approve of the initiative to
publish a magazine destined to make known to a
broad circle of readers in
England the work carried
out by our missionaries to
spread the faith in wide
areas of their large and glorious Empire.”
Following on from the pioneering edition of ‘Our
African Missions’, today completing the 70th year along
the way the title has changed
six times, its format seven times and
its editor many, many times!
In 1955, the year
ERLY
THE QUART
after the first MISSION
magazine was produced, the magazine
became known as
“Verona Fathers MISSIONS”.
The third change
came in 1963 when the
title was simplified to
“MISSSIONS”, a title
which remained until
1980, when as an experiment, an amalgamation
was tried with the magazine
of
the
North
American Province.
The magazine returned
home in 1983 in a new format and took a new name,
“Comboni Missions”.
This name lost the final
“s” in 1990, two issues
before the new editor, Fr
Dellagiacoma, launched the
present version, which still
goes under the title,
”Comboni Mission”.

The circulation on the occasion of
the magazine’s Golden Jubilee was
around 10,000 and rising. By spring
2009 it had reached 23,500 but at its
present position it is around 14,000.
It is quite a decline and due mainly to
an ageing readership and friends
who are not being replaced. Today,
2016, the digital world – internet,
iPad and a totally digital, electronic
form of communication is replacing
the written word. Efforts are being
made to use the world of mass media
and technology and our entry into
the world of the website helps to
keep us abreast of rapid progress.
Most of all we are extremely grateful
to the ordinary ‘punters’ who have
kept us afloat through prayers and
financial support. Also a word of
mention to our men behind the desk
(in front of the screen) – the many
editors down through the decadesFrs De Negri, Hierons, Corti, Bro.
Morley, Bro. Coffey, Bro Murphy,
Russell, Troy, Hicks, Dellagiacoma,
Wilkinson, Felix and our present
long-serving Fr Downey!!
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EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE

DR. EDRIC BAKER
A modern-day saint
A Catholic medical doctor from New Zealand, Edric Baker (1941-2015) was well known and loved in
Bangladesh for his untiring service to the country’s poor. In 1983, he set up the Kaliakuri Health Care
Project to provide medical care for the poor free-of-charge, regardless of creed or race and with a very
original approach. People used to call him "Doctor Bhai" (brother-doctor). He was popular and highly
respected not only among Christians but also among Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists. He won the hearts
and minds of people through his love. People were struck by his kindness and saw that his goodness was
due to his Christian faith. He spread the Gospel through his service. In 2014, Dr. Edric Baker was awarded
Bangladeshi citizenship in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the nation.

Dr Edric Baker

eep in the heart of rural
Bangladesh, home to some of
the most impoverished people on earth, lies the Kailakuri Health
Center, an initiative of Dr. Edric Baker,
a New Zealander who devoted 35
years of his life to creating an unique
formula of providing health care for
the impoverished of that impoverished country. His impetus can be
summarized as “health care to the
poor by the poor”.

D
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Fairly recently, however, the
Christian presence in the health care
of Bangladesh suffered a great loss: Dr
Baker died on September 1, 2015 at
the age of 74. He passed away rather
suddenly, almost two years after
being diagnosed with idiopathic pulmonary hypertension, an incurable
illness. He had neglected his health
because of his daily commitment to
his institution: the Kailakuri Health
Care Project, of which he was the

founder and remained the Project
Director and Medical Coordinator
until shortly before his death.
What troubled him in the end was
also the fact that he didn’t see his
hope to have a doctor as a successor
and carry on his life's work come to
fruition. He was surrounded by people he loved and who loved him.
Over the last few days of his life, he
had a rough time breathing but
nobody expected his passing on so
soon.
Right up until the last hour, he was
giving orders and making phone calls.
That was just like him. The word
“retire” was not in his vocabulary.
Within half an hour of his passing
away, his room became full of caring
people whom he had helped over the
years.
After the news of his death broke
out, hundreds of villagers, many in
tears, went to the Centre to pay their
last respect. It was a country in
mourning. It is hard to describe how
much he was loved and respected. Up
to the moment of his death, he was
never once left alone. Later, during
the wake, a local Mandi woman sang
songs, people read from the Koran,
others wept, and others stood silently
keeping a vigil. During his burial, he
was still surrounded by those he

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

by Fr. Lorenzo Carraro | Comboni Missionary
his house and extending all the way
out to the road. Slowly, everybody
gave their final farewells and each
person sprinkled earth over his grave.
At the end of the day, the staff was
happy that they were able to fulfill
two, out of three, of his final wishes.
His first wish was to take his last
breath at Kailakuri. His second wish
was that he be buried at the vicinity
of the Kailakuri Health Care Centre.
His third wish was that the hospital
continues to stay open and operational long into the future. For this, it
is essential that a doctor would volunteer as Dr. Edric did. At the time of
his death, this had not yet happened.

A UNIVERSAL CHORUS
OF PRAISE

Hundreds attended Dr Erik’s funeral

loved and who loved him.
People came from all over
Bangladesh, some arriving in the
night. Most refused beds offered to
them for rest and preferred to tell stories of their time with Dr. Edric late
into the night. Even in death, he managed to bring different communities
and cultures together: Christian,
Muslim,
Hindu,
rich,
poor,
Bangladeshi and Badashees (foreigners); all worked side-by-side to fulfill
his final wishes. By the evening, he
was laid out on a table in the waiting
room. Hundreds of people came to
say their goodbyes and show their

Living a lifetime of service to the poor
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appreciation.
By morning, many visitors and staff
had not slept but no one minded.
Intense activity began early. By ten
o’clock, the whole compound was
full of people. He was laid in his coffin and carried to the church, which
doubles as a school, beside the hospital. As the Mass was progressing,
hundreds waited outside and then
followed his casket back to his house.
He had made it clear to the staff that
he wanted to be buried at the back of
his house, underneath his veranda.
As he was being laid to rest, two
lines of people formed surrounding

Speaking to Asia News, Most Rev.
Ponen Paul Kubi, Bishop of
Mymensingh, remembered him as “a
simple man, who had a major role in
our country and diocese. We shall
remember him for many years. For all
of us, he was an example of how we
can sincerely take to heart caring for
people."
In 2014, Dr. Edric was awarded
Bangladeshi citizenship in recognition of his outstanding contribution
to the nation. Local and international
media often reported on his work. He
was popular and highly respected
among Muslims, Hindus and
Buddhists and, of course, Christians.
Many of those at the funeral recall
how he won the hearts and minds of
people through his love. People were
struck by his kindness and saw that
his goodness was due to his Christian
faith. He spread the Gospel through
his service. “Dr Edric Baker’s death is
a great loss,” said Rajia Sultana Shully,
a Muslim woman. “Doctors from
Bangladesh should learn from him
how to treat patients in a conscientious way."
"He gave meaning to life in serving
the poor. May his soul rest in peace,"
said Hanif Sanket, a director and
anchorman at the state-owned
Bangladesh Television (BTV). Sanket
produced a documentary, in 2011, on
Dr. Baker’s work which raised his profile and led the Bangladeshi
government to grant him Bangladeshi
citizenship. The Catholic physician
“loved our country more than we did
7

He was surrounded by people he loved and who loved him

even though he was a foreigner,” said
Masum Billah, one of his patients.
Hasima, another patient, shares that
sentiment. “I have only heartfelt love
and respect for him,” she said.
Dr. Baker was a "saintly figure" and
a great missionary, according to
American Holy Cross Father Eugene
Homrich, parish priest of the local St.
Paul's Catholic Church. "To help and
understand the poor people, he lived
like the poor. He used to eat little,
sleep on the floor and wore simple
clothes.Truly, he was a holy man, both
in his personal and professional life,"
said Father Homrich.

learned his first lesson. “After several
hours of traumatic war surgery on a
patient who made a full recovery, I
saw him come back three months
later to die of dysentery. That was the
first step in my awakening,” he
recounted. That was to say that what
the poor needed most was elementary health care.
From the New Zealand surgical
team, Dr. Edric transferred to a highlands mission hospital established in

Kontum by Dr. Pat Smith. This served
the ethnic minority hill tribes, known
as the Montagnards. Kontum, near the
Ho Chi Minh trail, was a volatile part
of the country where, at times, the
expatriate hospital staff were evacuated. On returning after one of these
occasions, Edric was struck by how
the local, totally untrained staff, had
managed to keep the hospital running. This awoke in him a vision of
health services for the poor by the
poor.
Here, he was challenged to think
about provision of health services for
the poor and the marginalized. He
became very much aware that, for the
poor in most countries, health services do not exist.These experiences are
the foundations of Dr. Edric’s original
approach to the health care of the
poor who do not have the means to
pay for their health care or live in farflung, isolated regions which are
plagued by lack of qualified medical
personnel.
In the meantime, the situation deteriorated in the Vietnam highlands and
Dr. Edric ended in a communist
prison for four months. He may well
have spent the rest of his life in
Vietnam had he not been deported
by the communists after his imprisonment. Back in New Zealand, he set
about equipping himself for a lifetime of service to the poor. Over the
next few years, he obtained Diplomas

A PROGRESSIVE
ENGAGEMENT
Dr. Edric Baker was born in New
Zealand in 1941. He was from a rich,
noble family of practicing Catholics.
As a young man, he went to medical
school and obtained his MBBS degree
from Otego Medical College at
Dunedin, New Zealand, in 1965. At
that time, the Vietnam War was building up. In 1968, Dr. Edric volunteered
to work with the New Zealand surgical team in Qhi Nhon, the provincial
capital of Binh Dinh Province in what
was then South Vietnam. The surgical
team worked at the provincial hospital and attended to civilian casualties.
It was there that Dr. Edric said he
8

Travelling by bicycle to visit his patients
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in Tropical Medicine, Tropical Child
Health and Obstetrics. He obtained
experience by working in hospitals
in Papua New Guinea and Zambia.

THE GREATEST
HUMANIST
What Dr. Edric has achieved is truly
phenomenal and the essence of his
“care for the poor by the poor” has
been establishing a methodology
attuned to the health needs of an otherwise ignored patient group, a
service that can be maintained and
implemented at large by this target
patient group itself, requiring very little in the way of outside intervention.
This man, who lived a simple but
busy life with next to no personal
possessions of his own, had a quality
most of us are in awe of. The sheer
volume of annual health care his
operation got through each year –
33,000 outpatients, 1,000 inpatients,
and 21,000 receiving health education – for an annual total budget
equating to the salaries of just two
developed countries’ middle operators, is something so unusual and yet
so simple that it bears the quality of
real genius.
Expressing an honest, personal, sensitive, caring attitude in every
patient-physician encounter, despite
objective difficulties such as time
constraints, is an essential part of
medical care and healing. This, Dr.
Edric taught to young boys and girls

who served as health assistants and
paramedics and used to visit the
neighbouring villages to give treatment to sick people, especially
pregnant mothers and newborns.
He collected money from private
donors, including his friends and
well-wishers in New Zealand, the U.S.
and the U.K., and spent the same for
the treatment and welfare of his
patients. He lived in a hut, used to
wear ordinary lungis which poor
people usually do in the villages and
used an ordinary bicycle to visit the
patients’ houses to render his kindhearted treatment to them. For more

than 35 years,“Doctor Bhai” has been
a beacon of shining humanism to the
people and the patients there.
Throughout his life, he has consistently and boldly stood up for the
dignity and respect for all.
Sitting in his mud-built one-room
home, he told one correspondent of a
reputed daily paper that he was then
waiting for a successor. “Many students get MBBS degree in my country
and here every year. I’m waiting for
one of them to come and take the
responsibility to provide treatment to
the poor in the area.” But he lamented that no one turned up!

“A truly saintly man”.

Comboni Mission • Summer 2 016
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The time of choices
Missionaries support indigenous peoples and local communities in defending their
territories. A crucial mission in this time of change.

ne can barely see the sky and the
heat is unbearable. In North East
Brazil drought returns to
threaten the work and the survival of
many rural communities. The elderly still
remember when, until forty years ago, it
used to rain for six months in a year in
the Amazon region: from November until
April. Today it barely rains four months.
But where might the smoke that in these
days is obscuring the sun and that is preventing flights landing at airports, be
coming from? Some put the blame on the
fazendeiros, the local farmers, who practice uncontrolled burning of pastures, in
order to prepare the soil for the sowing
when the rains start.

O
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They are burning the last two forest reserves of Maranhão, which are home to
the Awá and Guajajara indigenous
groups. The fire has been extending
throughout the reserves for two months
by now and no one (due to lack of political commitment and substantial
investments) has managed to halt it. But
the worst thing is that this fire is due to
arson which is perpetrated by illegal timber traders in conflict with the
indigenous peoples. Several people
make a profit from the precious timber,
including some local politicians and corrupt officials, but ‘the forest standing’ –
as they say here, is the real guarantee for
the life and the future of many indigenous villages. When the
natives began to firmly oppose the timber looting, the
struggle began. Some local,
environmental leaders had
to flee their land because
they were threatened with
death. The Comboni missionaries, in the context of
the Panamazon Ecclesial
Network for the defense of
the Maranhão and its communities, submitted an
open letter which was
signed by nuns and bishops
from l4 different countries.
The pressure on the Government of Brazil is strong: President
Dilma Rousseff declared at the Paris climate talks that the rate of deforestation
of the Amazon has decreased by 80%
over the last decade. This is correct, but
in 2014-2015, in contrast, it grew by
16%. The recently revised Forest Code in
fact, is favouring agribusiness and the
conversion of natural land and forests
into a monoculture crop. The Brazilian
President also announced that illegal deforestation of the Amazon will be

reduced to zero by 2030. But since it is
illegal, shouldn’t it be ended now and
forever? Now governments must demonstrate to be willing to implement the
commitments made at the Paris Climate
summit and turn declarations and principles into real action.
We, as missionaries, feel that our place
is beside the indigenous people of
Maranhão, supporting them in their defense of life. We also promote, along
with other ecclesial groups, the education of these people and participate
actively in the Panamazon Ecclesial Network by denouncing and making
alternative proposals to the looting of
this region. We join debate on climate

change and support the pressure put on
national governments in order to
achieve courageous choices of sustainability and defense of the future
generations. We feel demoralized when
we look up in the sky and see the pale
sun behind the smoke screen. We definitely rely more on the indignation of
the indigenous peoples and local communities, in their organization and
self-defense of land, than on the politicians’ promises.

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk
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‘The violence of Peacemaking’
St Martin-in-the-Fields church, Trafalgar Square, London
an pipe music from Bolivia filled
St Martin-in-the-Fields Church at
Trafalgar Square and brought a
flavour of Latin America to the opening of Saturday’s annual Romero
service in London. The ecumenical
service marked the 36th anniversary
of the martyrdom of Archbishop
Oscar Romero and took the theme:
‘The violence of peace-making - Archbishop Romero and the Search for
Peace’.
Julian Filochowski, Chair of the
Archbishop Romero Trust, welcomed
the congregation to the service by recalling the beatification of Romero in
San Salvador on 23 May 2015, particularly the rare solar rainbow that
circled the sun during much of the
ceremony. He suggested it gave a cosmological
dimension
to
the
beatification. Others compared it to
the opening of the heavens as Jesus
appeared after his baptism in the Jordan. The rainbow around the sun had
appeared once Cardinal Angelo
Amato, prefect of the Congregation
for the Causes of Saints, had finished
reading the official decree proclaiming Oscar Romero as a martyr and
Blessed. Romero oversaw the diocese
of San Salvador from 1977 until 24

P

Outside St. Martin-in-the-Fields Church
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March 1980, when he was shot and
killed while saying Mass, after challenging the violence in his country.
The keynote speaker was Fr Francisco de Roux SJ, who said he has
long been “touched and inspired by
the witness to peace of Oscar
Romero”. Since the 1980s Fr de Roux
has been a leading voice in the efforts
to seek a negotiated settlement to
Colombia’s decades-long armed conflict, and he thanked CAFOD and
Christian Aid for their support. He has
received numerous awards recognising his contribution to human rights
and peace-building: among them the
French Légion d’Honneur and
Colombia’s National Peace Prize.
In his talk he reflected that in working with communities surrounded by
violent groups, “we discovered that
there is no safety in weapons, and
that the only true and sustainable protection comes through trusting
people”. He hopes that plans for a
peace agreement between the State
and the FARC guerrillas will bring
peace, ending 50 years of violent conflict. “Urban and especially rural
communities are desperate and exhausted by the war” he said. He
deplored the ‘cult of violence’ in

Fr Francisco de Roux sj

Colombia and the threats he and fellow Jesuit Javier Jiraldo face in their
peacebuilding work, and suggested
that, “today Romero is asking you, in
the name of Jesus, to continue your
support for ordinary people, Christians and non-Christians alike,
women and men who keep on believing in a fertile, non-violent
struggle for peace.”
Revd Richard Carter of St Martin-inthe-Fields pointed out that serious
peace-making can be violent, as evidenced by the famous peacemakers
such as Gandhi, Martin Luther King
and Romero who all died violently.
He praised Fr Pacho for his peacemaking work with ordinary people
and suggested, “We too must be seeds
of peace wherever we are”. Readers at
the service included Bishop John
Rawsthorne, Emeritus of Hallam and
Clare Dixon of CAFOD (both trustees
of the Archbishop Romero Trust),
Christine Allen of Christian Aid, Pat
Gaffney of Pax Christi and Fr Joe Ryan,
Chair of Westminster Diocese Justice
and Peace Commission.
The musicians led songs on the
theme of peace, including ‘Bearers of
Peace’ by Bernadette Farrell, and the
Romero Song. A collection was taken
at the end for the work of the Archbishop Romero Trust.
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What a wonderful Feast
we are celebrating today:
the infinite love of the Sacred Heart:
a fundamental part of the
Comboni Mission.
A sermon preached at Open
Day, Leeds Community,
Horsforth
The Solemnity of The Sacred Heart of
Jesus contains the twofold aspect of
God’s manifestation in which we find
the infinite Love of God and His
Mercy. Christ pours out His love for
all from the Crucifixion without exception. He embraces the whole of
humanity. Moreover, when we encounter the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we
encounter the absolute divinity of
Christ even though he took our own
flesh. This happened because he be-

Fr Melaku preaching at the Open Day
Mass
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came obedient to His Father until the
end, in order to reinstate the Kingdom of God among us.
The message of Christ spelled
out that Christ must pass
through his passion, death
and resurrection. The world
did not understand God’s
Plan. In the first reading it
says “I am the Holy one in
your midst and have no
wish to destroy.” When
God gave his covenant long
ago, people did not understand it. They thought he
was an avenging and angry
God. However, when the time
came, Christ revealed the ultimate
Love and Mercy of God on Calvary.
When Christ was lifted up on a Cross
they pierced, tortured, mocked at
him but no one could kill his Sacred
Heart, which was full of love and
mercy for all.
Throughout the history of the
Church, missionaries have been striving to understand the paschal
mystery, which is the heart of our
faith. Many Church leaders shared
their experiences telling how they
were able to draw a power from the
mystery of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
In recent years, St. John Paul II
pointed out that “The Church seems
in a particular way to profess the
mercy of God and to venerate it
when she directs herself to the Heart
of Christ...” This affirms the indispensability of the Heart of Jesus for
our salvation.
Our founder, St. Daniel Comboni,
had a special devotion to the Sacred
Heart with its infinite love and mercy.

This was germinated in his childhood
and grew while he was in formation.
All this time he meditated on the crucifixion. Comboni listened to it and
learned from it. As his love deepened
he came to understand more fully
how Jesus laid down his life for others. He set out for Africa, looking
beyond the mountains, across the
deserts and journeying through the
rivers, searching for the most poor
and abandoned on earth. What drove
him on was his great devotion to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Under the impetus of that love and set alight by
divine flame he was given extra ordinary strength flowing from the side
of Christ. He surrendered himself
and became a prisoner for mission.
He was aware of the many unknown dangers in the missionary
plan he had already commenced. For
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by Fr Melaku Tefassie Amente
example, he knew the many tribulations missionaries faced. In 1848, 33
missionaries died; in 1861, 22 Franciscans died. He knew very well that
it is impossible for man alone to carry
out this tough mission. It was the unconditional faith and love of St
Daniel Comboni, which led him to
consecrate his mission to the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus...
For this reason, therefore, Comboni wrote a letter to his friend
saying “we have an extreme need of
the help of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
the Lord of Central Africa. It is He
who is the joy hope, happiness, the
all of his poor missionaries. This is
why I am turning to you, the friend
apostle and faithful servant of that divine Heart, who is so full of love for
the most unfortunate and abandoned souls in the world. How
happy, I would be if I had the chance
to spend half an hour with you, to
recommend and entrust to the Sacred Heart the most precious interest
of my trying and difficult mission,
which is my blood and my Life.”
Imagine how Comboni following
Christ’s example, was inspired by
passionate love for his people.
Comboni was a man of prayer and
lived a spiritual life from which he
was able to draw strength, wisdom
and vision for his mission. The Holy
Spirit nurtured in him the love of
Christ flowing from the Sacred Heart
of Jesus. In Rome in 1864 during the
beatification of Margaret Mary Alacoque, knowing the enormous

Four Missionaries of Mother Theresa murdered in Yemen, March 2016

difficulties ahead of him he was praying at the tomb of St. Peter when he
had a vision – the complete plan for
the regeneration of Africa came to
him in a flash. He entrusted himself
to the Sacred Heart and to Mary. He
said “God’s works are all born at the
foot of Calvary’’. He learnt from His
master Christ the meaning of suffering for the Glory of God.
And Comboni did suffer. He endured many painful experiences but
never lost his trust in God. He
learned from Christ’s Heart to forgive
and forget. He was exhausted but full
of hope for the future of the African
Mission. Three things were very clear
in his mind: Mission, Consecration
and Martyrdom. He described these
three key points in 1873 when he returned from Europe on his sixth
missionary journey, eight years before he died. In the heart of
Khartoum he preached in Arabic “I

Celebration at Canonization Mass of Daniel Comboni in Rome
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left my heart among you, today I finally found my heart again, I return
among you never again to cease to
be yours and entirely consecrated to
your greater good. Day and night,
Sun and rain will find me equally
ready to help your needs. Rich and
poor, healthy and sick, young and
old, master and servant shall always
find a way into my heart. Your good
shall be mine and your suffering shall
be mine too. I shall make common
cause with every one of you, and the
happiest of my days will be when I
shall be able to give my life for you.”
These expressions of the undying
love he had for his people reflect the
infinite love and concern of the Sacred Heart. Comboni gave a word
of prophesy in his last breath. “My
work will never die” It is true: nobody has destroyed the work of
Christ’s Heart. The Love of Christ
was the Corner Stone of the mission
he had built.
Today we offer the Eucharist to the
Lord, for your needs, for those of
Comboni Missionaries and for the
people of Africa, Comboni’s children,
who need the Comboni mission even
more today than they did in the past.
Every day we hear in the media of the
millions driven away from their
homeland, drowned, slaughtered in
the desert; may they find room in the
heart of Jesus, be comforted and inherit eternal life. Mary Queen of the
missionaries and St. Daniel Comboni
intercede for all our needs.
I conclude with the words of St.
Paul that “Christ may live in your
heart through faith and then planted
in Love and built in Love, with all
God’s holy people”
Amen
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CHRISTMAS PARTY
KUCHINATE – TEL AVIV – January 13, 2016

Kuchinate – Women Crafts
T

he Israeli Government does not encourage social and
economic assimilation of the 50,000 Africans seeking
refuge in this country. The refugees do not receive
any support from the government such as: healthcare (especially for children less than three years old), access to
housing or social benefits, and in this way they face many
obstacles in getting a job which quite often is poorly paid.
These insecure living conditions have led the refugees to
emotional and psychological stress decreasing in this way
the ability to provide for themselves.
We, the Comboni Missionary Sisters, strive to meet the
many challenges those who seek refuge in Israel are facing.
Although we are available to all those who have problems,
we focus especially on the needs of women who have survived torture in the Sinai. Some, who have been abused,
found themselves pursuing high-risk pregnancies giving
birth to handicapped children. These women come from
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan, Nigeria and other African countries. The group includes single mothers, pregnant women,
and mothers of special-needs children. Often they find
themselves having to deal with the problems of housing, of
food insecurity and medical care. These women are the
most vulnerable people of society. The torture survivors suffer from anxiety, depression, trauma, and even mental
disorders. We try to provide a support to these women
through:
- A project of manufacturing crochet baskets;
- Raising awareness;
- Emotional and psychological support including indi-

Baskets made by the women.
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vidual and group therapy.
Our goals are:
- To improve the economic security and the psycho-social status of the women who attend the Kuchinate
laboratories;
- To increase public awareness of issues that are of particular importance for those seeking refuge, such as
human trafficking;
- To provide medical care for the children.

Baskets made by the women
For these women, to make and sell the baskets becomes a
source of income which helps them to meet the many
needs of daily life and also it is a way to get together and discover the solidarity of many other people.
To defuse the situation already difficult and precarious
in which the African refugee women live, every year we try
to organize recreational and relaxing moments to lighten
up a little bit the weight and trauma they have gone
through. For this reason, even this year we organized the
Christmas party for them and their children to keep up their
traditions and to give them a little relief. Thanks to the generosity of some benefactors, we were able to make this
dream come true.
From the women’s suggestion, we bought useful gifts for
their sons and daughters such as: shoes, dresses, shorts,
tracksuits ... not an easy job as we had to run from one shop
to the other in search not only of good quality but also of a
good price that would allow us to meet different demands.
And so we, Sr. Azezet and Sr. Agnese, started our tour.
The shop sellers were amazed to see the great number of
shoppers. This year we registered 66 children, which doubled the number of the previous year, from 3 months to 16
years of age.
It took us two weeks to search, choose and find the right
size for each child. Together with a reasonable price, we
also searched for good quality as a respect of the dignity of
these refugees. And while we were buying, in order to avoid
confusion later on, on each shoe box and on every piece of
clothing, we wrote the name of the mother and the child.
We were well organized indeed!!!
Our house, little by little, was filled
with shoe boxes of different sizes, packages and parcels...
... But the work was not yet finished, as we needed to select and
match the shoes with the clothes for
each child.
Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

Sr Azezet from Bethany

Here are the two bold sisters struggling with the purchases!

The day before the Christmas Party, Tuesday January 12,
we loaded our car with the packages and boxes and left for
Tel Aviv.
When we reached Kuchinate Centre, we unloaded the
car, with the help of some female volunteers, and started to
wrap the gifts ... 132 packages!!! It was a team work, well
organized, a sort of assembly line but with the difference
that we were encouraged by the joy that we would receive
in return from the children.

The women were invited to cook their traditional food:
Eritrean and Ethiopian anjera, sciro’ and lentils, Sudanese
eggplant sauce, and pasta, salad ... all delicious food to leave
you wanting more!!!

For the children's fun we invited two artists who specialised in
painting faces and hands...

... And then a lot of soap bubbles...

Waoooo!!! Flooded with gifts!

And once the wrapping work was done, we started to
decorate the Centre. Christmas decorations, small Santa
Claus, glittering lanterns and banners, and coloured balloons hung from the walls, making the room even more
festive and attractive. But it took all our good will and especially enough breath to inflate the nearly one hundred
balloons... (Well, we will try to equip ourselves in a better
way next year by buying a pump!!!)...

And finally came the long awaited moment ... the distribution of
gifts...

At the end of the day we gathered together to thank the
Lord for the joy that we saw on the children’s faces and on
their mothers too who, for once, have been able to forget,
even though for a short time, the anxieties of the future.
We thank you for your generosity, solidarity and sensitivity towards those less fortunate and often rejected by
society. May the Lord give you serenity, harmony and peace
of heart and mind.
THANK YOU for helping us make the difference!
Sr. Azezet & Sr. Agnese
Comboni Mission • Summer 2 016
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One family with
non-Christians

Violence committed against each other, unfortunately, emphasizes the
stark differences among believers of different religions. In this scenario, it
is impossible to think that followers of different faiths can even co-exist.
But it is also not surprising that acts of mercy and love, the characteristics
of one and the same God, can bind people of different religions together.
Fr Bob on duty

he peace of Allah be upon
you, my brother!” shouted a
passenger to me in a noisy
motorized rickshaw as it passed.
Whenever I cycle outside Hobiganj,
town men acknowledge me. However,
this was not the case thirty months
ago when I first arrived in this district.
Back then, there was suspicion because I claimed to be a Christian
missionary. Such persons are presumed to work solely for Muslims’
conversion from Islam to Christianity.
As months passed and I accompanied
more parents, with their children, to
hospitals for treatment, trust grew.
Now, with the remaining half year I
will be spending among them, there is
affection for this missionary. Indeed,
the peace of Allah is upon me.

“T

I simply wish to continue
making signs of brotherhood to Muslims and
Hindus.... The life of service
16

to the sick-poor and the simplicity of lifestyle of a
missionary speak volumes
to those among whom I
dwell: “We are one human
family.”
There are many more persons here
whom I could help, so why should I
move to another town or district? I
simply wish to continue making signs
of brotherhood to Muslims and Hindus, just as I have done in the
previous eleven towns and districts.
The life of service to the sick-poor and
the simplicity of lifestyle of a missionary speak volumes to those among
whom I dwell: “We are one human
family.” Besides that, if I were to remain beyond three years, some
people, whose suspicions of my motives never ceased, will have greater
reason to suspect I am merely bidding
my time and will, eventually, attempt
to entice Muslims to abandon Islam

for Christianity. To other towns, therefore, I must go.
Has this approach to mission accomplished anything? A lot of children
have been helped, that is, kids having
cerebral palsy, contractures from
burns, cleft lips and palates, and
more. Meanwhile, I have gained collaborators and edifiers.
Every Monday, during the early
morning, I meet Mamoon at the Taj
Restaurant for hot bread and lentils. It
is my way of showing appreciation for
Mamoon’s ongoing involvement in
the works of mercy. By cell phone, he
helps me communicate with villagers
who wish to see me. Sometimes, villagers speak so excitedly that I cannot
understand them. Mamoon intervenes
to get the information I need. Recently, he purchased a used bicycle so
he, too, can enjoy good health. Last
Christmas Day, he was delighted to be
with me at the jail where I was privileged to shake hands with 800
prisoners while giving them each an
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Fr Bob visiting families in his mission area

orange. Mamoon is not my follower.
We are brothers in service to the poor,
Muslim and Christian collaborators.
In muddy Kashipur, I needed to
make a telephone call. Having no cell
phone of my own, I requested the use
of Jahangir’s phone as we sat together
in the village tea stall. Quickly, he
agreed, for he knew I had come to his
remote village for the purpose of aiding disabled, deformed, and diseased
children. Jahangir was deeply pleased
to cooperate in a work of mercy, for
the Merciful One blesses the merciful.
A motorcyclist, named Mukti, overtook me on the street and told me he
wished to speak with me. He recommended a disabled child to me.
Standing beside my bicycle, I wrote
the child’s name and address on a slip
of paper – my customary messy file of
“persons-to-be-seen.” “When will you

Attending the sick
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visit the child?” Multi asked me. “Allah
alone knows,” I replied, “but it will be
soon, God willing.” Men and women,
even complete strangers, feel blessed
when they guide my steps to persons
in need.
Shuab’s only son needed surgery.
His wife was not in favour of him
going with me, but Shuab prevailed.
Together, we travelled five hours by
bus to Dhaka where the child was operated on successfully. Since then, the
slight, energetic peddler of fresh
cow’s milk has introduced me to others whose children need treatment.
Shuab allays parents’ distrust of me
and quietly assures them my purpose
pleases Allah. He and I do the same
thing: share, what the Creator gives
us, with the poor.
At a meeting of priests, I was asked:
“What is the reaction of Muslims to

your work and your presence among
them?” I mentioned only one fact. A
significant number of high school and
college youth wish to speak with me.
Some state frankly: “I want to do what
you are doing.” I urge them to retain
their insight into the happiness our
service yields. They have no problem
perceiving that the good works and
the lifestyle they see are because
Jesus is my model in life.
Before she reached 1-1/2 years of
age, Niha was already being catechized by her mother, Jasna. Niha
repeated the words as well as she
could. Her three older brothers, especially Rayhan, 14, supplemented
the mother’s lessons. Rayhan patiently, but firmly, demanded Niha’s
correct pronunciation of every word
meaning “There is no god but God.”
Within a few months, that central
teaching of Islam will be, ineradicably,
a part of Niha. This is catechizing at
its best: learning from one’s own family to remember the Creator.
Acquaintances from Dhaka came to
visit me. I had assured Jasna, mother
of the family from whom I rent a
room, it would not be necessary for
her to offer them a snack. Nevertheless, she spread a tablecloth and laid
on it biscuits, cakes, bananas, a spicy
mix, and mango juice. After the
guests had gone, I tried to convince
Jasna to accept some money to defray
her expenses. Cheerfully, but resolutely, she pushed away my
money-bearing hand, saying: “I did it
because hospitality is my religion.” I
can believe that.
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SOUTH SUDAN:
A NATION LONGING FOR PEACE
A harrowing document was released by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in
March this year revealing the systematic abduction and abuse of thousands of women and girls during the
conflict engulfing the the world’s youngest nation.
The war is estimated to have killed at least 50,000 people and displaced a further 2.2 million, as well as
pushing parts of South Sudan to the brink of famine.
Fr Raimundo Rocha, a former Student at our scholasticate at Elstree puts us up to date on the ongoing
tragic events faced by Comboni missionaries.
munities and its soil is imbued with
enormous deposits of petroleum and
other mineral resources. One of the
country’s major natural features is the
River Nile, which provides the population with water, fish and also
transport.
The economy of South Sudan
depends heavily on oil, cattle, agriculture, fishing and informal business
and is one of the world’s weakest and
most underdeveloped economies. Despite being an oil producing region,
South Sudan is among the poorest
countries in the world. It has little infrastructure and most households
have no electricity or running water.
Unemployment, maternal mortality
and female illiteracy rates are very
high and insecurity is a huge concern.

Peace Agreement
After 21 long years of civil war with the
Sudan, a Comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed in January 2005
between Sudan and Southern Sudan.
That allowed the region to enjoy a
relative peace. The event of independence in 2011 brought about
some more stability and hopes for lasting peace and prosperity. The country
was left with the huge task of building
a nation and to find the ways of peace,
unity and development.

Renewal of War
However, two years and a half after independence the country fell back into
war. Tensions were mounting within
the government and ruling SPLM
party. The country’s leadership failed

Fr Raimundo celebrates mass in a
refugee camp

A YOUNG NATION IN
CONFLICT
Located at the heart of Africa, South
Sudan became independent from
Sudan on 9 July 2011, after a long period of 21 years of civil war, and is
now the world’s youngest nation. The
recent history of South Sudan is of rebellion, division, violence and power
struggles intertwined with some relative
periods
of
peace
and
reconciliation. Two years since the beginning of yet another war, the
peoples of South Sudan are once
again longing and waiting for peace.
South Sudan is a country with a
vast cultural diversity and abundance
of natural resources. It is the home of
63 officially recognised ethnic com18

Map of South Sudan
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Peace and Reconciliation Committee

to solve their differences through a
peaceful dialogue and on 15 December 2013 an outbreak of violence
began in Juba, the country’s capital
city. The Army was split between
forces loyal to the President Salva Kiir
and his government and forces loyal
to the former Vice-President, Dr. Riek
Machar. A new conflict had begun in
the now new nation.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF

TWO YEARS OF WAR
The conflict, whose roots are of a political nature and believed to be
motivated by greed and self-interests
of individuals or groups, began on 15
December 2013, rapidly spreading
across the country and soon became a
brutal civil war with millions of people displaced, tens of thousands
killed, entire villages torched, public
and private properties looted and destroyed, families and communities
divided, women raped and children
recruited to become soldiers.
According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), since
December 2013 this conflict has devastated the lives of millions of South
Sudanese and displaced more than
2.3 million people. About 1.6 million
of them have been displaced internally in South Sudan and over
600,000 are refugees in neighbouring
countries. About 200,000 civilians are
living in the six protection of civilians
(POC) bases provided by the United
Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS).
Also the country’s economy has
been badly affected. Before the crisis,
over half of the South Sudanese population lived below the poverty line.
This situation has worsened with the
conflict. Sudan Tribune, a local online
media, has reported that prices of esComboni Mission • Summer 2016

sential basic commodities have more
than quadrupled in the country. According to its report, the economy of
the war-ravaged country is on the
verge of collapse with international financial institutions warning that
unless a transitional government of
national unity is formed soon to attract foreign assistance to inject
hundreds of millions of dollars into
South Sudan’s economy, there is the
possibility that it will collapse soon.

Social Unrest
In the same vein, the Sudd Institute, a
South Sudanese research institute for
peace and development, has made an
analysis on the current economic situation and stated that since the
discontinuation of oil production in
2012 there have been numerous reports of robberies and even murders
in the nation, as citizens become
poorer and poorer. These criminal activities are now beginning to involve
some elements of the organized forces
whose current income is too low to
make ends meet.

Effects on Education
Moreover, many children have become orphans during the two years of
conflict and, besides the traumas they

suffered, thousands of them are out of
school. According to UNICEF, currently there are more than 1.8 million
out-of-school children in South
Sudan. A girl in South Sudan is three
times more likely to die in childbirth
than complete primary school. The
2013 conflict worsened the situation
by forcing more than 400,000 additional children out of school. Schools
that should be zones of peace have
been instead occupied by military or
destroyed, says the UN agency.
Children have not only been affected by the disruption of education,
but their physical security and wellbeing have been endangered by
attacks against schools. Over 331
schools have been closed, damaged,
occupied or otherwise not functioning whereby one third is the
consequence of military use and attacks, informed a UNICEF report. And
these children are among the estimated 7.5 million people who now go
hungry and at risk of starvation in
South Sudan.

New Peace Agreement
Thankfully, both the government of
South Sudan and the SPLM in Opposition, have signed a peace deal in
August 2015. This peace agreement is
holding, despite some violations and
delays in its implementation. In compliance with the peace agreement,
President Salva Kiir has recently appointed the opposition leader, Dr.
Riek Machar, as First Vice President of
South Sudan. The latter is expected to
return to Juba soon to form the government of national unity and further
implement the peace accord. This
gives people some hope that peace
may be fully restored and the country
put back on the way of development.

Trauma healing victims.
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Celebrating Mass in a refugee camp

THE CHURCH AND
PEACEBUILDING:
SOLIDARITY, HOPE,
RECONCILIATION AND PEACE
There are many non-governmental organisations (NGOs), indigenous and
international, operating in South Sudan
alongside the UN agencies. Many of
these humanitarian agencies are carrying out emergency aid and dealing with
the distribution of food and domestic
items, providing shelter, water and sanitation, health care and education.
Some of them also do peacebuilding.
They are not alone. The churches in
South Sudan have also expressed their
voices and actions, both ecumenically
and as individual churches, contributing to alleviate people’s suffering and
to bring about peace.
South Sudan Council of Churches
has been engaged with peacebuilding
activities. Since the beginning of the crisis, the churches in South Sudan have
come together and offered themselves
to help in finding a peaceful solution to
end this conflict. Eventually they became stakeholders at the level of peace
talks and have been very vocal for peace
and reconciliation, urging the country’s
leadership to end the war and stressing
the need to forgive and be reconciled
with one another.
Often South Sudan Council of
Churches has issued joint statements to
condemn this war and all forms of violence, power struggle and killing of
innocent civilians. The churches have
repeatedly stated that this is a senseless
war. It is evil and must stop immediately. The needs of the people must be
met, not the needs of political and military elites. According to the churches,
it appears that pride, power and politics have become a greater priority than
peace. But perhaps the greatest contribution of the churches has been their
engagement with peacebuilding activities at the grassroots levels.
The churches have always been a
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presence of solidarity, hope, reconciliation and peace to the suffering people
in the history of South Sudan. In the
country as a whole, the churches have
been engaged in continuous prayers
for peace, reconciliation and unity. In
the conflict zone, and in the camps of
internally displaced persons (IDPs),
the churches, particularly the Catholic
Church, have been a very active presence that gives people hope and
support in this time of crisis.

Part played by the
Catholic Church
The Catholic Church itself, besides the
usual prayer services, has carried out
some trauma healing activities, which
have helped many people recover from
trauma and to re-stabilize their lives.
Making use of a popular educational
and holistic approach to trauma healing, some pastoral agents have been
able to assist war traumatised people
to regain emotional health and to
move on towards a more fulfilling and
meaningful life.

Comboni Missionaries
amongst the people
The Diocese of Malakal, the largest in
South Sudan, has been the most affected church institution in this conflict
by this conflict. Parishes have been
completely looted and the priests and
their communities have become displaced. Despite this, Catholic
missionaries and some local priests
have been a constant presence among
the war displaced communities in the
IDPs camps of Juba, Bor, Bentiu and
Malakal. Some missionaries have never
left their Christian communities, despite the risks.
There are currently eight Comboni
missionaries and a Comboni Sister living among war displaced communities
in Mogok, Old Fangak and Nyal (Jonglei and Unity states), in the conflict
zone. Another missionary lives among

the IDPs in Malakal camp. Also, a
group of missionaries offers pastoral
assistance to war displaced persons in
Juba and Bentiu IDPs camps.
They are itinerant missionaries who
have made the choice to remain with
the people they serve. Some have become war-displaced persons and set
home among the communities. Such a
presence of solidarity gives people
much hope and strength as they wait
for lasting peace. Their presence
among war affected people reminds all
that the Church is a ‘mother’ who
seeks to reach people wherever they
are and welcomes everyone, regardless
of their ethnicity. This is very significant
in the process of peace and reconciliation.
These missionaries have also been
giving emergency aid. They provide
food items and non-food items distributing seeds, tools, fishing hooks and
hygienic materials, and run schools for
the displaced communities inside the
IDPs camp of Juba and in the war zone
areas, besides supporting education
through scholarship to many students
in Juba and abroad.

Peace-making
Providing continuous relief and developing
programmes,
especially
education, is crucial in this time of crisis. However, a no less important task
for the Church as a Peacemaker, is to
continue engaging in peacebuilding,
especially in the period of the implementation of the peace agreement, and
to play an important and active role in
the peace, reconciliation and healing
process afterwards, as well as in the nation building process.

St Josephine Bakhita, Intercede for your
beloved Sudan!
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The living sign of mercy Jubilee Year of Mercy
The visits to prisoners are one of the works of mercy, the theme of the Jubilee Year.
Msgr. Carlos Varzelletti, Bishop of Castanhal in the State of Para, Brazil, describes his
experience in thirteen prisons of his diocese.
to develop their talents and to prevent
their marginalization.

Prisons

ur Church of Castanhal has recently celebrated its tenth
birthday. Many efforts have been
made but there is still a long way to go
before the basic structures for the evangelization can be set up. The process of
evangelization is supposed to go hand in
hand with human development and with
the work towards meeting the many urgent needs in this reality. I think we must
‘live’ mercy, starting from a small community, by putting forgiveness into
practice, by supporting the sick and all
those who are suffering.
During this short time we have established two reception and rehabilitation
centres for the alcohol and drug addicted, along with a ‘School of Arts’ to
give many young people the opportunity

O

Bishop Varzelletti leads a demonstration.

Comboni Mission • Summer 2016

Improving prison conditions is a priority
in the diocese of Castanhal. When I go
into a prison I pray: “Lord, help me and
the other volunteers to be a living sign of
your love for our brothers in these cells,
who are the most judged, condemned
and excluded, not only by society, but
also by us the Christians and our communities”.
Eighty percent of convicts in the State
of Para, which has eight million inhabitants, are serving their sentences in the
13 prisons located in a place called
‘Americano’, an area in our diocese of
Castanhal.
The prison conditions are shocking.
The buildings are composed of multiple
pavilions which contain narrow, airless,
stinking and dirty cells, each crammed
with 15/20 people. The lack of space has
forced inmates to sleep on floors like
tightly packed cards and the only chance
to turn over is in sequence at regular
times. Each week, we visit a pavilion and,
where it is possible, each single cell. I always carry with me a small image of the
Virgin Mary so beloved of our people.
When I meet prisoners I experience a
moment of grace and I hope it’s the same
for them. I recognize the living presence
of Jesus in them.
The scenes I see in some cells remind
me of those from Dante’s Inferno: you
can hear two or three TV sets at full blast,
horrible pornography is displayed on the
walls, and the food remains which are
left in the hallway rot in the stagnant
water. You can also hear some inmates
screaming vulgarities while they are playing cards, along with the unkind words

pronounced by the followers of the Pentecostal churches that openly reject our
presence. Every time I am there I have
the perception that I have seen the lowest rung of human degradation. At the
same time I am aware that the Lord
wants me to be right there, and it is right
there, in the last place where you expect
to find Him, where he lets you see Him.
When I am in a prison, I always find
some inmates that come close to the bars
of the cell door and express their joy of
being visited. I look into their eyes and
listen to them carefully with my arms extended through the bars to hold their
hands. I try to give voice through prayer
to the feelings, expectations and demands hidden in their hearts.

Many times, when I announce the Father’s mercy and help them to ask for
forgiveness for their sins, and I see their
faces wet with tears, I am about to cry
myself with them …
I wish I could be more supportive. I
feel that visiting prisoners, this work of
mercy, is a challenge for me and my diocese. We are going to visit more than
6,000 inmates. I do hope that in addition
to the five parishes of our dioceses,
which are already committed to visiting
a prison each, the other eight parishes
will follow them in this work of mercy.
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Letters from readers are most welcome but we regret we cannot publish
them all. Some may be shortened due to lack of space.
You can also email us at:
combonimission@eircom.net • leeds@comboni@org.uk
combonimissionaries@yahoo.com - Editor • vrf@carglw.fsnet.co.uk
At the end of February (22) this
year, Fr John Troy moved from
Sunningdale to the Comboni
rest home in Verona. The
prayers and best wishes of all
accompanied him on his happy
retirement. Fr John has served
many years in Uganda and the
London Province. He also
ministered as Provincial
between !981-1986. Ad multos
annos!

Right: Fr Troy with his 4
sisters at Castel d’Azzano
and Fr Gino Stocchero.

Confreres from our communities in Ireland, Scotland and England gathered from March 7 - 11 this year at our Provincial centre
in Sunningdale, Berks. A week of prayer, study and relaxation was enjoyed by all !
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Veronica Daniels RIP
(1922
2016)

On February 11, 2016 several of the
Comboni priests together with the
family and friends of Veronica took
part in the Requiem Mass in St
Mary’s, Littleborough, Lancs. It was a
simple but poignant service
conducted by the parish priest and
assisted by Combonis, Frs
Mastromauro and Downey.
The parish priest spoke in a spirit of
admiration and thanks for the
witness of her deep faith and
belonging to the Church. “Veronica
had many friends and was always
kind and a most intelligent
collaborator in the life of the parish”
Fr Nearey stated. Veronica had been a
close friend to the Comboni
Missionaries (Verona Fathers) since
her time as a teacher at the
prestigious Bar Convent School in
York. She was there for 25 years and
was well known to many Verona
Fathers as Frs Cerea, Cocchi, Fulvi,
Staton, Frigerio and so many others.
In 1968 she set off for Uganda and
spent 6 fruitful years teaching. On
Comboni Mission • Summer 2 016

her return she taught English at St
Margaret’s school in Cambridge.
Veronica was a regular visitor to the
Comboni missionaries’ houses where
she would spend some days in rest.
At the end of mass her brother
Bernard spoke of her peculiar
fondness for conversation and of
how she will be missed by all the
family and her friends of many years
both here and in her beloved
Uganda. She was a great strength to
him.
Fr Mastromauro spoke of her deep
friendship and lasting support of the
Verona Fathers and their mission
during her life.
Praise to you, O Christ,
King of Eternal Glory
Come, you whom my Father has
blessed says the Lord
Take for your heritage the
Kingdom prepared for you
Since the foundation of the world
Praise to you O Christ, King of
Eternal Glory!
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Month of the Sacred Heart

JUNE
30 MASSES

will be offered at our three mission centres in honour of
the Sacred Heart, for these and your intentions
For the needs of
your family,
especially for
serenity, unity and
the practice of the
faith

For your spiritual
and material
needs and for
health in mind
and body
For peace and
justice in the
world, especially
where there is
war or conflict

For all Comboni
Missionaries of the
Heart of Jesus,
particularly those
who are ill or
exposed to danger

For the sick and
terminally ill
among your
relations and
friends

For any specific
intention(s) you
may wish to make

O, how much upon the Cross
Didst thy bowed head, O Christ,
Thy hands flung wide, Thy open heart Breathe forth love.
Son of God who didst come to redeem the lost,
Condemn not the redeemed
Crying out to Thee from the valley of tears.
Good Jesu, hear thou our groaning,
And take not the measure of our crimes.
We implore thy wounded Heart,
O tender God
WRITE YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE SACRED HEART MASSES ON THE LEAFLET PROVIDED
AND RETURN TO YOUR NEAREST MISSION OFFICE.

COMBONI MISSIONARIES
Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk
www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.southworld.net

