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From the Editor

Dear brothers,
I greet you cordially, Superior General,
and all the Chapter members here pres-
ent! This encounter takes place in the
light of your General Chapter and gives
me the opportunity to express to you
and to the entire Institute the Church’s
gratitude for your generous service to
the Gospel.
You are called, and are - Comboni Mis-

sionaries of the Heart of Jesus! I would
like to reflect with you on these words
which define your calling.

Missionaries
You are servants and messengers of the
Gospel, especially for those who do not
know it or have forgotten it. At the
source of your mission there is a gift: the
free initiative of the love of God who has
made to you a twofold calling: to be with
Him and to go to evangelize (cf. Mk
3:14). Underlying everything there is the
personal relationship with Christ, rooted
in Baptism and, for some, strengthened
by ordination, so that we can say with the
Apostle Paul: “I live now not with my
own life but with the life of Christ” (Gal
2:20). This living with Christ determines
all our being and our acting; and it is ex-
perienced and fanned especially in
prayer, in remaining with the Lord, in
worship, in a heart to heart dialogue with
him.
It is in this presence of prayer that we

find the true “treasure” (Lk 12:34) to be
offered to the brothers and sisters
through evangelization. The missionary,
indeed, makes himself the servant of the
God-who-speaks, who wants to speak to
the men and women of today, as Jesus

spoke to those of his time and con-
quered the hearts of the people who
came to hear him (cf. Mk 1:45), and were
astonished when they listened to him (cf.
Mk 6.2). This union of the mission ‘ad
gentes’ with the Word of God is present
in our ‘‘being”. The mission, to be au-
thentic, must refer to, and place at the
centre, the grace of Christ that flows
from the Cross: one who believes in Him
can also transmit the Word of God that
enlivens, supports and makes fruitful the
commitment of a missionary. Therefore,
dear brothers, we must always feed on

Address of the Holy Father Francis to the
XVIII General Chapter of the Comboni
Missionaries of the Heart of Jesus

Sala Clementina  •  Thursday 1 October 2015
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the Word of God, to be its faithful echo, re-
ceive it with the joy of the Spirit,
internalize it and make it flesh of our flesh
like Mary (cf. Lk 2:19). In the Word of God
there is the wisdom that comes from
above, and that allows us to find suitable
languages, attitudes and tools to meet the
challenges of a changing humanity.

As Comboni Missionaries of the Heart
of Jesus, you contribute with joy to the
Church’s mission, bearing witness to the
charism of St. Daniel Comboni, through
the merciful love of the Heart of Jesus for
a vulnerable humanity.
In this Heart is the source of mercy

which saves and generates hope. There-
fore, as persons consecrated to God for
the mission, you are called to imitate the
meek and merciful Lord, to live your serv-
ice with a humble heart, by taking care of
the most abandoned peoples of our times.
Do not stop to ask from the Sacred Heart
that meekness which, as daughter of char-
ity, is patient, bears all things, hopes all
things, endures all things (cf. 1 Cor 13,4-
7).
It is the tenderness of the gaze of Jesus

when he looked at Peter on the night of
Holy Thursday (cf. Lk 22:61), or when he
invited Thomas, who was doubting, to put
his hand in his pierced Heart (cf. Jn
20:27). There, from that heart, we learn
the tenderness needed to deal with the
apostolic action even in difficult and hos-
tile contexts.
From the contemplation of the

wounded Heart of Jesus may the passion
for the people of our time be always re-
newed in you, a passion that is expressed
by a gratuitous love through a deep com-

mitment, especially towards the weakest
and neediest? With this strength that you
will be able to continue to promote justice
and peace, respect and dignity of every per-
son.

Dear brothers,
I hope that the in-depth reflection on the
themes of the Chapter, to which you have
dedicated these days, illuminates the path
of your Institute in the coming years, help-
ing you to discover more and better your
great heritage of spirituality and missionary
activity and continuing with confidence
your appreciated collaboration in the mis-
sion of the Church. May the example of so
many confreres who have given their lives
to the cause of the Gospel, willing even to
the supreme witness of blood, be an inspi-
ration and encouragement for you. They
are the fertile seed in the spreading of the
Kingdom and protectors of your apostolic
commitment. It is common knowledge that
the history of the Comboni Institute is
marked by an unbroken chain of martyrs.
They are fertile seed in the spreading of the
Kingdom and protectors of your apostolic
commitment.
I invoke upon you and all the Comboni

Missionaries of the Heart of Jesus the pro-
tection of Mary, Mother of the Church and
mother of the missionaries.

And now, before imparting my bless-
ing, I want to say something that is not
written here, but which is something
that is in my heart: I always, always,
had a great admiration for you – and I
wish to express it – for the work you do,
for the risks you face. I have always
felt this great admiration. Thank you

St Daniel Comboni & Disciples
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The following highlights are excerpts from the work of the General Chapter -  (the editor)

XVIII GENERAL CHAPTER 
‘Comboni missionary disciples called to
live the joy of the Gospel in today’s world’.

On 31 August 2015, sixty seven
Chapter members repre-
senting twenty nationalities,

and ten observers, began the week of
preparation for the Chapter. 52% of
the Chapter members were taking
part in a Chapter for the first time; 34
members were European, 20 from
Africa and 13 from the Americas.

The Opening of 
the Chapter
The XVIII General Chapter was
opened in Rome, at the General Cu-
ria, on Sunday, 6 September at 9.00,
with a solemn Mass. In his opening
homily, the Superior General, Fr. En-
rique Sánchez stated: “inasmuch as
we shall be capable of placing the
person of Jesus at the centre of our
reflection, our interests and our re-
search, the Chapter will become an
intense moment of Comboni mis-
sionary life.”
In the Assembly, Fr. Pietro Ciuci-

ulla, a member of the Pre-capitular
Commission, presented the Statute
of the Chapter, an instrument in-
tended to assist in planning the var-
ious phases of the Chapter.

Interview with the 
Superior General
On Wednesday, 9 September, 2015,
during an interview with Radio Vati-
cana, Fr. Enrique Sánchez Gonzalez,

said: “Our Chapter is a very special
moment, both for the life of the In-
stitute and for the mission we carry
out in the countries where we are
present, in those contexts where
mercy is today a truly great chal-
lenge, especially in situations of war
and persecution. For Comboni,
Africa was not just a continent or a
geographic area but a situation of
humanity. For this reason, that which
Comboni called “Nigrizia” – the situ-
ation of poverty, of urgent missionary
need in his time – we Comboni Mis-

sionaries now find in many other
parts of the world”.
A Report of the General Council

was presented in which, following
the inspiration of Pope Francis, the
Superior General invited the Com-
boni Missionaries to a renewal of the
evangelising mission based upon
courageous options and the humble
acceptance of our situation.
The report presented a critical and

realistic analysis of the Institute from
2009 to the present day
The Continental Reports were also

Getting to know the 
Comboni Missionaries

by Fr John Downey mccj
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presented: Francophone Africa,
America and Asia, Anglophone Africa
and Europe.

The “Seeing phase”
The seeing phase provided the Chap-
ter delegates with an opportunity to
adopt a vision of the complex situa-
tion of our Institute, with the con-
cerns, problems and dreams of our
confreres engaged in various fields of
mission in various parts of the world.
The grave situations of war in South
Sudan, the Republic of Central Africa
and in north-east Congo where the
confreres are giving testimony of

how to ‘make common cause’ with
the people, a basic value of the Com-
boni charism, were clearly pre-
sented. There also emerged from the
reports some signs of vitality such as
the growth of Christian communi-
ties engaged in the proclamation of
the Gospel and human promotion.
Concerning The Mission, emphasis

was placed on the challenge of
‘Evangelii Gaudium’ to create an
“Outgoing Church” that is closer to
the marginalised and based on the
fact that specialisations should be
oriented according to the urgent re-
quirements of evangelisation. Com-

mitment to reconciliation and jus-
tice, peace and attention to the
‘Common Home’, as an integrating
part of the evangelical proclamation
was confirmed.
As regards the Person, the group

singled out the increasing interna-
tionalisation of our Institute which
requires a basic formation that helps
to welcome the gift of the multiplic-
ity of cultures in dialogue and mu-
tual respect.
As regards Reorganisation, empha-

sis was placed on the challenges of
the “new mission” and the decrease
in personnel in the knowledge that,
in order to continue to render a
qualified service to the Church and
society, it is necessary to reorganise
the Institute at all levels.
On Sunday, 27 September, Cardi-

nal Fernando Filoni, Prefect of the
Congregation for the Evangelisation
of Peoples, presided at the Eucharist
and, in his reflection, spoke of how
Evangelii Gaudium and the theme of
the Chapter were related.
“Through your invitation – His Em-

inence said – you have given me an
opportunity to express my most pro-
found gratitude and most lively ap-
preciation of the service you render
to the Gospel, to the Church and to
the poor, in true harmony with the

Chapter members

Fr Enrique Sanchez
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well-known words of Jesus: the poor
have the Good News preached to
them (Mt 11,5).”
The revised basic text was again

presented in the Chapter Hall and
voted upon – point by point and ap-
proved – by absolute majority, in-
cluding the motions presented by in-
dividual delegates.
The text takes its inspiration from

‘Evangelii Gaudium’ by Pope Francis
and, even if it does not contain any-
thing revolutionary, it seeks to ex-
press, using new language, the three

integrity of creation (JPIC), among
pastoral ethnic groups, indigenous
populations and urban shanty-
dwellers. Also Europe – it was con-
firmed – is mission territory like the
other continents.
On the theme of the Person, the

document underlines two basic as-
pects: first, the growing multicultural
nature of the Institute which urges us
to live out the charism in an interna-
tional way, as was the wish of St.
Daniel Comboni: our circumscrip-
tions and communities are to be

ance between personnel and com-
mitments. This will bring about a re-
duction in the number of our com-
munities and the gradual
amalgamation of the Provinces.

Election of the Superior
General
On Wednesday, 30 September Fr. Tes-
faye Tadesse Gebresilasie was elected
Superior General by an almost unan-
imous vote. He is 46 years of age,
having been born on 22 September,

The General Council with Pope Francis

aspects suggested by the Chapter:
Mission, Person and Reorganisation.
Above all, the document invites us

to review the Mission in the light of
criteria such as closeness to the poor,
attention to the signs of the times,
the situation of each circumscription,
and simplicity of lifestyle, while
launching the call to consider new
forms of ministry which, going be-
yond the confines of territory, em-
brace more specialised commitments
in the field of justice, peace and the

places where we learn to live out the
challenges of diversity. As regards the
second aspect – the renewal of the
Institute and its members – it is nec-
essary to make our own the specifics
of Comboni spirituality that takes its
inspiration from the image of Jesus
the Good Shepherd who gives up his
very life.
Regarding the Reorganisation of

the Institute, the document, in con-
formity with previous Chapters, un-
derlines the urgent need for a bal-

1969, at Harar, Ethiopia. Ordained
priest in 1995, he gained missionary
experience in Egypt, Khartoum and
Ethiopia; he has served as Assistant
General in the Curia since 2009.
Fr. Tesfaye is the first African to

hold the office of Superior General.
Immediately after the vote, Fr. Tes-

faye spoke of three points: gratitude,
smallness and respect. “Thank you
for the confidence and the mercy
you are showing me. Both in the vot-
ing and in personal dialogue with
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some of you, you have shown confi-
dence, solidarity and support. I give
you my heartfelt thanks. I also wish
to thank those confreres who ex-
pressed their reservations and un-
certainty. I agree with you. I thank
you because I, too, am afraid and
have my reservations, my hesitations
and I, therefore thank you for your
realism.
I feel very small. Our Institute,

since the time of St. Daniel Comboni,
has grown very big; it is a beautiful
family of disciples and martyrs for
the mission, for Africa and on behalf
of the poor. It has its problems. Be-
fore it I feel small, a small confrere
who has experienced the great for-
giveness of God and the confreres. I
feel small before the greatness of our
Institute. 

Respect
The General Chapter must, among
other things, also provide the Insti-
tute with a General Council and it
has now had to elect the coordinator
of this General Council. I respect the
dialogue, the discernment and the
voting that was carried out. Out of re-
spect for those who voted for me
and for that which these votes
represent, having prayed, hav-
ing contacted my spiritual di-
rector and others, and espe-
cially with the encouragement
of Fr. Enrique and the Assis-
tants General to go ahead, I,
for the glory of God and confi-
dent in the help of God and
the General Council, of the
General Administration here
in Rome, and of you, Circum-
scription Superiors, humbly
asking for mercy, accept to
serve as Superior General”.
Afterwards, in accordance

with the election procedures
contained in the Statutes, Fr.
Enrique Sánchez G. an-
nounced: “Rev. Fr. Tesfaye
Tadesse Gebresilasie, hav-
ing received a sufficient
number of votes, I, Enrique
Sánchez G., declare
elected the Rev. Fr. Tesfaye
Tadesse Gebresilasie Su-
perior General of the Institute of the
Comboni Missionaries of the Heart

of Jesus, in the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit”.

Election of the 
Assistants General
The delegates again gathered in the
Chapter Hall to elect, one by one, the
other members of the General Coun-
cil. Those elected were Fr. Pietro Ciu-
ciulla, Italian and Delegate of Chad,
Fr. Jeremias dos Santos Martins, Por-
tuguese, Provincial of South Africa,
Fr. Rogelio Bustos Juárez, Mexican,
Superior of the CAM in Mexico City
and Bro. Alberto Lamana Cónsola,
Spanish, Mundo Negro magazine.

Papal Audience
On Thursday, 1 October, Pope Fran-
cis received in audience all the Chap-
ter members in the Clementine Hall
of the Vatican. Fr. Enrique Sánchez
González, the outgoing Superior
General, presented the new Supe-
rior General and the members of his
Council to Pope Francis.
(Pope’s address – Pages 2-3)

Closing Mass
On Saturday, 3 October, the Chapter
ended. Fr. Enrique Sánchez read the

decree closing the Chapter.
At 11.30 the closing Eucharistic cele-
bration began. During his homily, the
outgoing Superior General, Fr. En-
rique Sánchez said: “This is the mo-
ment to bring the Chapter into the
life of the Institute”. 
Fr. Enrique dwelt upon three

words: courage, joy and hope, invit-
ing each one to renew the experi-
ence of the love of God, source of
our missionary commitment, in or-
der to bring the proclamation of the
Gospel to the poor with even greater
joy.
At the end of the celebration, the

newly-elected Superior General, Fr.
Tesfaye Tadesse, thanked Fr. Enrique
and the outgoing Council for their
dedication and enthusiasm in guid-
ing the Institute for the past six years.
The Superior General of the Com-
boni Sisters, Luzia Premoli, who at-
tended the Eucharist with some
other Sisters, expressed her gratitude
for the collaboration she had experi-
enced with the general Administra-
tion of the Comboni Missionaries.

Comboni Martyrs - Supreme Witness

Message to the 
confreres
On 3 October, the Chapter
members wrote a letter ad-
dressed to all confreres,
with the purpose of sharing
with them “a message of
communion and hope”. The
Chapter – they wrote – “has
been a celebration of frater-
nity and shared passion for
the mission. We were accom-
panied by the sufferings of the
people with whom we make
common cause. It has been an
experience of joy and unity
that surprised even ourselves:
we have discovered the beauty
of our Comboni missionary
vocation”. They ended with:
“When you receive the Chap-
ter Acts, you may rest assured
they are truly yours: we were
simply God’s instruments. To-
gether, all of us can incarnate
them in missionary attitudes
that are filled with the joy of
the Gospel for which the
world pleads so insistently”.

Brief profiles of Comboni Missionaries murdered in the missions.

Supreme    Witness



8 Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

Love the earth
as yourself 

www.SouthWorld.net

Enzo Bianchi
Prior of the Bose Community

Earth: The world was
created by God so that
all could have
nourishment: “Food is
not something to be
consumed but a gift of
God to be shared”. 

God created a world in which
the living could live and
therefore find nourishment.

The first pages of Genesis tell the
story of creation. God entrusts food
to humanity in the man/woman
polarity: “See, I give you all the
seed-bearing plants that are upon
the whole earth, and all the trees
with seed-bearing fruit; this shall be
your food. And so it was. God saw
all that he had made and indeed it

was very good” (Gn. 1, 29). 
All the fruits of the earth are given

to man but there is emphasis on
grass and seed-bearing trees,
immediately showing that the seed
is not meant only to be eaten with
the fruit but can fall to earth and
this is a human action: sowing

requires care and cultivation by
man. This page of the Bible reveals
a great truth: mother earth
nourishes us but we must practice
‘culture’ in the truest sense of the
word: that is, we must cultivate it.
Mother earth is given to us as a

garden to be cultivated and, in fact,
it is written: “The Lord God took
the man and settled him in the
Garden of Eden to cultivate and
take care of it” (Gn. 2, 15). Here
nature and culture find the
celebration of their eternally
indissoluble link: a protective link
that is respect, protection,
intelligent and loving care. Yes,
Mother earth! Here we may detect
the presence, even if not explicit, of
a commandment:  “Love the earth
as you!”
This earth is to be worked on with

the sweat of one’s brow, but man
draws life from it (Gn. 3, 17-19),
mother earth which generates food
and life, the earth which, in the end,
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will receive our mortal bodies, since
from the earth we were made.
Food is, above all, the desire of

God, good and beautiful, and that
which man earns by his work and
will make ever more capable of
nourishing him and making him
more human! Not for nothing is the
beginning of culture recorded
together with eating; not for
nothing was language born around
a rock that, like a table, gathered
round itself men and women who
had decided to eat together and no
longer like the animals.
It is precisely in the act of

nourishing oneself, establishing a
correct relationship of need-desire-
satisfaction that the correct
relationship between the human
being and other creatures is set in
stone: a relationship founded upon
acknowledgement, respect for
otherness and the value and dignity
of all food. The manner of living out
the act of eating determines its
meaning and decides the role and
function of food. 
One may use food as something

to be consumed or make of food an
idol just to satisfy certain individual
needs or one’s own desires, or one
can see food as a gift of the earth
meant for all – not, therefore, as
booty – and transform a meal into a
place of sharing with others and of
deep communion with nature. In
the Book of Wisdom we read: “To

be – for this he created all; the
world’s created things have health
in them, in them no fatal poison can
be found” (Ws. 1, 14). Again, in the

Book of Wisdom: “Yes, you love all
that exists. You hold nothing of
what you have made in abhorrence,
for had you hated anything, you
would not have formed it. And how,
had you not willed it, could a thing
persist, how be conserved if not
called forth by you? You spare all
things because all things are yours,
Lord, lover of life”!” (Ws. 11, 24-26). 
All food is therefore good and it

was only later that men introduced
the category of clean and unclean
food to such an extent as to make of
it a separating wall between holy
people and impure people, the
pagans. Faced with the danger of
making an obsessive separation
between food one may eat and
those that are forbidden, we must
not forget what Jesus said about
this: “You have heard that it was
once said … but I say to you”,
having recourse to the authority of a
new legislator that was conferred
on him by God. Mark testifies just
how Jesus, faced with a decision
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concerning the pure and impure,
proclaimed: “That which comes
into a man from outside cannot
make him unclean because it does
not enter his heart, but
accomplishes its physiological
function… but it is what comes out
of the heart that makes him
unclean!” (Mk. 7, 17-19). And so he
declared it pure and purified all
food.
The word of Jesus declaring all

food to be pure, healthy and life-
giving is decisive: all things are good
as God declared them to be at the
creation and they can never become
bad, not even when man uses them
perversely: but if he steals them,
accumulates them and keeps them
for himself, consumes them without
respect or forbids them, then this
becomes hell, evil!
It is not easy to accept this

liberating word of Jesus! Religion
with its observances, in fact,

fostered mistrust towards some
foods. Peter himself, twenty years
after the death of Jesus, already a
missionary among the pagans of
Antioch, is unwilling to eat with the
pagans who had become Christians
because they would eat unclean
food or meat that had not been
slaughtered according to the law.
For this, Paul would rebuke him
(Gal 2, 11-14). 
This, notwithstanding he had,

while at a pagan’s house, heard a
voice from heaven saying: “What
God has made clean, you have no
right to call profane!” (Acts l0, 15).
Neither food nor persons are
unclean, separate, but all of them
are God’s creatures desired by him
and seen by him to “very good”! It
was not a mere coincidence that
Paul was again obliged to rebuke
those Christians attracted by
religious rules, saying: “Why do you
still let rules dictate to you… like it

is forbidden to pick up this, to taste
that, it is forbidden to touch
something else”? These man-made
regulations, teachings with the
appearance of wisdom, are but false
devotions with pointless self-
mortifications” (Col. 2, 20-23). 
All foodstuffs are there for our use

and are good, but these gifts of the
earth and the work of human hands
bring with them responsibilities: are
we filled with wonder and
amazement when we see them? Are
we able to contemplate and
recognize them? Are we able to give
a basic summary of how they
originate, grow, are harvested,
prepared and cooked? Do we
respect them or easily throw them
away? Do we see in food the work of
the earth that produces it and the
work of man required to have them
reach our table as food? Are we able
to accept the consequences of the
fact that foodstuffs are meant for
everyone and that, instead, many
human beings are deprived of them
and are hungry?
There are one billion people, out

of the seven billion that live on this
earth, men, women and children
who are undernourished and
hungry because we, their better off
brothers and sisters, grab the food
for ourselves and deprive the
hungry of them. The relationship
with food then becomes an
occasion for the wisdom of life and
an appeal to our responsibility:
even when we eat, the demanding
question resounds: “What have you
done with your brother?”
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Although many religious sisters
had been part of the Irish
Church’s outreach, lay people

were more or less unknown as lay
missionaries. Edel Quinn, one of the
earliest of Irish lay missionaries,
spent eight years in Africa before
dying there at the age of 37.
Edel Quinn was born in Kanturk,

Co Cork in 1907. Her father worked
in the bank and, as was the custom
in the profession at that time, bank
officials were regularly transferred
from one part of the country to the
other bringing their families with
them. The Quinn’s itinerant exis-
tence took them to Clonmel, Cahir,
Enniscorthy and Tralee before they
finally settled in Dublin when Edel
was seventeen. Edel was already
planning the next stage of her jour-
ney – to the recently founded
contemplative community of Poor
Clares. Belfast, recently shaken by
severe intercommunity tension,
seemed like an alien place for a fam-
ily that had lived in the relative peace
of small Irish country towns and her
mother persuaded Edel to take some
time to do a commercial course and
get some work experience before
entering. 

Edel Meets the Legion
Edel was an attractive young woman
who enjoyed the social life of the
local tennis club. The young French
manager of the firm where she
worked in Dublin was smitten by
her and proposed marriage, only to
learn to his disappointment of her
convent plans.  In 1927, Edel made
her first contact with the infant Le-
gion of Mary. It had been founded
just six years previously by a young
civil servant called Frank Duff. The
Legion’s vision of lay men and
women actively involved in the
work of evangelisation earned it
some suspicion from the Irish bish-

ops. When the presidency of a
branch that did particularly sensitive
work in the notorious red-light dis-
trict of Dublin became vacant, Edel
was asked to take it on. The regular
members, who had already spent
time in this difficult work that in-
cluded regularly visiting the lodging
houses where the women plied their
trade, were horrified when they met
their new president with her youth-
ful good looks and quiet manner. “A
child has been sent to lead us!” they
said. It did not take them long to re-
alise that “the child” had backbone. 
Edel had never quite given up her

hopes of becoming a nun. Feeling

WOMAN WITH A MISSION 
Edel Quinn: 

A Pioneering Lay Missionary

Edel Quinn’s ambition was to
enter the enclosed Convent of
Poor Clares in Belfast. She died
in Nairobi at the age of 37
working in Africa for the
extension of the Legion of Mary

Brendan McConvery CSsR – Reality/www.redcoms.org
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she had done enough to keep her
mother happy, she resumed her con-
tacts with the Poor Clares.
Everything was being arranged for
her entry, but early in 1932, shortly
before her departure to Belfast, what
she thought was a minor illness
proved to be an advanced state of tu-
berculosis. That was the killer
disease in Ireland of the time. After
eighteen months in a sanatorium,
she returned home, but with a bleak
outlook for her future health.  As she
tried to pick up the threads of nor-
mal live, she returned to her office
job and to her work with the Legion. 

Off to Africa
The Legion was beginning to expand
beyond Ireland. A summer working
in England and Wales gave her the
idea of moving permanently to
Chester to work and to devote her
spare time to extension work with
the Legion. Another suggestion
emerged – why not send her to
South Africa where the Legion had
begun to put down roots and cli-
mate might prove beneficial to her
health. An Irish missionary, Bishop
John Heffernan, Vicar Apostolic of
Nairobi, got wind of what was afoot
and made an alternative proposal.

His territory in East Africa, including
Zanzibar, was in greater need of the
dynamism of the Legion. The climate
however posed a greater risk to
Edel’s health and the process of
making the final decision was a
stormy one.
On 24 October 1936, Edel left Ire-

land for Africa. She would never
return. She travelled with a group of
missionary priests and sisters. As the
only lay person, she was allotted a
first-class cabin as it was the only one
available. It became an additional
chapel in which two of the priests
celebrated Mass daily in addition to
those who used the ship’s salon. The
company at her table consisted of
three Anglican clergymen, four Mill
Hill priests, six Holy Ghost fathers,
two Franciscan sisters, a French
Catholic woman and her husband.
Almost a month later, they landed in
Mombasa. Edel’s African journey had
begun. 

Growing the Legion
Bishop Heffernan did not give her
much time to become acclimatised
to Africa. The very day of her arrival,
she began the next stage of her jour-
ney, 350 miles to Nairobi, a trip that
took eighteen hours. 

The original plan for her work was
that each missionary who wanted to
found branches (praesidia) of the Le-
gion in his mission territory would
take responsibility for the work in
his own area and when the work was
done, pass her on to his colleague in
the next area. The Legion authorities
in Dublin were happy with that
arrangement. It gave them some as-
surance that someone was looking
after this young woman whose
health would continue to be a cause
for concern. It also relieved them of
the expenses of her travel. They had
not reckoned with Edel’s sense of in-
dependence however. The distance
from one mission territory to an-
other could be quite considerable –
up to a hundred miles – and she felt
it was imposing a burden on busy
men. She got permission to spend
£40 on a four year old car but with
one proviso: she was not to drive it
herself on long distance journeys in
case of breakdowns on isolated
roads. A driver was hired, a Moslem
called Ali, who kept a gun in the
back of the car in case it was needed
as protection against wild animals.
And if the car was not available, a lift
had to be hitched in the back of a
lorry.
Edel’s first Christmas in Africa was

First members of the Legion of Mary 1938
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a memorable occasion. She spent it
with an Irish missionary working in
an African parish. She was amazed at
the crowds at the three Masses dur-
ing which the people sang the Latin
responses. “Breakfast,” she wrote,
“was a quick affair, as there were
forty adult catechumens awaiting
baptism.”
With the help of the missionaries

who had spent years in the field,
Edel had to create an approach to
the Legion and its work among the
Africans. The social world of Africa in
the years before World War II was
complex. It was a colonial world
with competing languages. The
young Irish woman was a quick
learner. One of her first tasks was to
translate the Legion prayers into
seven local languages and to provide
a synopsis of the basic Legion regu-
lations for the same purpose.  It was
also a question of encouraging lay
people, with a deep regard for the
hierarchical values of tribal society to
accept the Legion’s call that they
take an active share in the mission of
the Church, and that women would
become some of the most active
members of the Legion. It was not
long before the Legion had proved
its value, bringing new life and
vigour into parishes with groups of
lay people prepared to take their
place in the Church’s mission of
evangelisation so that there were
many conversions and returns of the
lapsed to practice, as well as an in-
tensification of the spiritual life of
the members.
For the next eight years, from her

base in Nairobi, Edel covered much
of Central and Southern Africa,
planting the Legion where she
could. Her travels included Tanza-
nia, Malawi, Uganda, Zimbabwe,
Mauritius, and South Africa. The trip
to Mauritius was particularly haz-
ardous as the presence of
submarines in the Indian Ocean was
a perennial risk but after eight
months’ work, she left behind thirty-
six active branches of the Legion.

Last Days in Africa
Edel’s health was never robust. Her
underlying tuberculosis was intensi-
fied by the illnesses which were a
constant hazard to Europeans in
Africa before antibiotics and modern
medicine. It was not helped by her
tendency to drive herself to the
point of exhaustion when she felt
she was well enough to work. Writ-
ing to Frank Duff at this time, she
could make light of her health while
forced to admit she had driven her-
self further than she should: "I am
not exactly a heavy-weight these days
... I am paying for my Kisumu trip
and the Curia (meeting of the Le-
gion’s governing body for district); it
proved too much for me."

She returned to Nairobi in April
1944. After a series of devastating
heart-attacks, she died in the evening
of 12 May. She was 37. Her last rest-
ing place is in the mission cemetery,
close to the grave of another great
Irish missionary, Bishop Joseph
Shanahan, who had died the previ-
ous year and whose body was later
transferred to the church that had
been his cathedral in Onitsha, Nige-
ria. 
Edel’s headstone bears the Legion

emblem and the following inscrip-
tion: "Edel Quinn: Envoy of the
Legion of Mary in East Africa from
30th October, 1936, to 12th May,
1944, on which day she died at
Nairobi. She fulfilled this mission
with such devotion and courage as
itself to stir every heart and to leave
the Legion of Mary and Africa itself
for ever in her debt. The Holy Father
himself paid tribute to her great serv-
ices to the Church." 

Heroic Virtue
Edel was declared a “Servant of God”
by St John Paul with the title “Vener-
able” on 15 December 1994, a little
more than fifty years after her death.
The decree declared, in its tradi-
tional expression that she had
“practiced to a heroic degree, the
theological virtues of faith, hope,
and charity towards God and her
neighbour, and the cardinal virtues
of prudence, justice, temperance,
and fortitude." It is no accident that
a woman who felt called to devote
herself to a life of contemplative
prayer as a Poor Clare was able to
find her fulfilment as a missionary.

I thank Catherine Murphy of the
Concilium of the Legion of Mary
in Dublin for making available
to me the material for this
article.

Edel with 2 sick children
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Celebrating his first Mass in the
United States on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 23, Pope Francis declared

a new saint of the United States. Blessed
Junipero Serra, a Spanish Franciscan
priest known for starting nine missions
in the 18th century in what is today the
US state of California, was raised to the
glory of the altars during a solemn open-
air Mass at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,
in Washington. Several cardinals and
bishops, all in white vestments, joined
him at the altar on a stage erected spe-
cially for the canonization, while many
more sat in front of the altar.
The canonization rite at the start of

the evening Mass included a biography
of Fr Serra and the chanting of the Litany
of the Saints. Pope Francis then pro-
nounced the formula of canonization,
officially declaring Junipero Serra a
saint.
In his homily, Pope Francis held up

the figure of America's new Saint, Ju-
nipero Serra, as a model of one who
having experienced the joy of God's
merciful anointing, in turn went out to
joyfully proclaim the Good News to all
people, leaving behind the security and
apathy of his comfort and home.
Taking his cue from St Paul who in-

vited Philippians to “Rejoice in the Lord
always,” Pope Francis, delivering the en-
tire homily in Spanish, said the desire
for a fulfilling, meaningful and joyful life
is something all have in their hearts. He
noted that the struggles of everyday life
seem to �stand in the way of this invita-
tion to rejoice. Our daily routine, he
said, can often lead us to a kind of glum
apathy which gradually becomes a habit,
making our hearts grow numb.� But
against this, Jesus offers us the answer.
He says, “Go forth! �Proclaim! The joy of
the Gospel is something to be experi-
enced, something to be known and
lived �only through giving it away,
through giving ourselves away.” For the
source of our joy is “an endless desire to
show mercy, the �fruit of our own expe-
rience of the power of the Father’s
infinite mercy,” the Pope stressed.

The Pope said that Jesus intended his
Good News for all, embracing life as he
saw it, in faces of pain, hunger, sickness
and sin, in faces of wounds, of thirst, of
weariness, doubt and pity. He said, Jesus
embraced life as he found it, whether
dirty, unkempt or broken, and urges us
to go out to tell the good news fear-
lessly, without prejudice, �without
superiority, without condescension, to
all those who have lost the joy of living.
Go out to proclaim the merciful em-
brace of the Father...who wants to
anoint them with the oil of hope, the oil
od salvation.
The Pope explained that mission is

never the fruit of a perfect planned pro-
gram, but is always the fruit of a life
which knows what it is to be found and
healed, encountered and �forgiven. Mis-
sion is born of a constant experience of
God's merciful anointing.� In this regard,
Pope Francis recalled the Aparecida
Document of the Latin American Bish-

ops, saying “life grows by being given
away, and it weakens in isolation and
comfort.” And one such person who wit-
nessed to the joy of the Gospel in these
lands, the Pope said, is Father Junípero
Serra. He was the embodiment of “a
Church which goes forth”; a Church
which sets out to bring everywhere the
reconciling tenderness of God. Junípero
Serra left his native �land and its way of
life, and learned how to bring to birth
and �nurture God's life in the faces of
everyone he met. Junípero �sought to
defend the dignity of the native com-
munity, to protect it from those who had
mistreated �and abused it. The Pope said
mistreatment and wrongs still trouble us
today, especially because of the hurt
�which they cause in the lives of many
people.�
The Canonization Mass at the Na-

tional Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception was in Latin, Spanish and
English, and one of the scripture read-
ings was in a native American �language.
The prayer of the faithful was is Korean,
Vietnamese, Tagalog of the Philippines,
Igbo of �Nigeria, Criollo and American
sign language, symbolizing the rich
multi-cultural character that the US is
known for.

Above: Pope canonises Blessed Junipero
Serra, National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception, Washington.

Left: Blessed Junipero Serra.

Pope canonises Blessed 
Junipero Serra 
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Hundreds of thousands of forced migrants are desper-
ately knocking at the entrance door of countries in
the EU. It seems the EU is a union only on paper and

not in collaboration when it comes to welcoming refugees.
Meanwhile the EU is being outpaced by events. In the cold
wintry weather of December the real Christmas Story is being
played out before our very eyes. Countless men, women and
children of all ages are in their ranks. They simply yearn for a
future in a land where they can experience safety and have
access to the basic necessities of life which we Europeans
enjoy and take for granted.
Such migration movements never seen before in Europe

since WW II are growing at unprecedented levels. Only a sys-
tematic and active cooperation between EU States and
international organizations can be capable of regulating and
managing such movements effectively. No European country
can singlehandedly face the difficulties of welcoming
refugees. EU Bishops strongly advocate the great need for a
concerted, unified political response, supported proportion-
ately by all EU States. Christian leaders throughout the
continent are pleading for the humane treatment of all kinds

of migrants. Churches at all levels are asked to practise the
cardinal Christian virtue of hospitality towards those in
tremendous need and help make them an integral part of
European society.

Welcoming refugees at
the EU Inn this Christmas

Up to now world summits on climate change have a poor track record and
have left much to be desired. This year alone the UN planned to stage
three major summits: one in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to discuss financing

development, another in New York, USA, to debate new Sustainable Development
Goals 2015-30, and yet another in Paris, France, to curb Co2 emissions. All three
topics are interdependently connected. 

Climate change is acknowledged to be the greatest ecological and humanitarian
crisis we face today. We are challenged to stay below a two degrees Celsius rise in
temperature. Science unambiguously demonstrates that the rise in temperature is due
to human interference especially of those in the global north with their dominant
mind-set of a market and profit driven economy.  

The COP21 Meeting in Paris this December will be an all decisive moment where
action is urgently needed. This is no time for procrastination as our Earth groans in
painful travail (Romans 8,22). Great onus lies on the 146 country leaders who will
shape the future of our planet. As one Frenchman put it: “In Paris , they will decide
who will live and who will die”. We need to think in terms of one world with a
common plan where viable policies, strategies and goals, impact assessments,
international legal terms of accountability and robust monitoring operate. In practical
terms that means a radical change in our lifestyle, production and consumption.  

Optimistically Pope Francis believes a window of opportunity still exists for us to relate to
one another as one community of life in order to survive and prosper. Universally bishops’
conferences are calling on their respective governments to set up serious international
legal binding structures, but can Father Christmas save our sick and sad planet from
disaster this Christmas?

By Fr John Clark mccj

Welcoming refugees at the inn. Photo: Jannis Behrakis/Reuters

Can Santa Deliver A Christmas 
Climate-Change Present?
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Anthony, my husband, and I walked the Camino (Way)
in four separate stages (see map) – from St Jean Pied
de Port to Burgos, Burgos to Leon, Leon to Samos and

Samos to Santiago. There are many routes that one can fol-
low but the best known of these is the Camino Frances (the
French way): 850 kilometres from St Jean de Pied de Port in
France to Santiago.
The origins of the pilgrimage stem from the Apostle, St

James who travelled Spain and Portugal evangelising and
later martyred by Herod. His remains were miraculously
brought by boat to the eastern coast of Spain, Compostela.
A shepherd, hermit, by the name of Pelagius, guided by a shower of stars (known as the field of stars thus named in

Spanish – Compostela.) He then communicated this fact to
the bishop, who then informed the King Alfonso 11. In the
year 803 he then set off to Compostela with his family and
courtiers and on arriving built a small church on which site
the Cathedral of St James was later erected. The primitive
pilgrimage (from Oviedo to Compostela) was born. Today
one can follow the same paths observing the yellow arrow
and scallop shell (emblem of St James, worn by pilgrims) on
the pathways. Santiago became one of the 4 great Pilgrim-
age paths of medieval Europe – along with Walsingham,
Rome and Jerusalem.
The Walk is well laid out on paths leading through glorious

farmlands, forests and over mountains and through the dry
Meseta. It is a safe and secure route with many people trav-
elling alone seeking time for thought and prayer. Along the
Way there are many hostels and villages are every 7 to 10
kilometres.

Travelling 
‘The Way of St James’

Santiago de Compostela
As told by Kitty Hooey (Sacred Heart Church, Sunningdale).

Tessa, Anthony and Kitty on the pilgrimage
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At various stops along the Way there is time for experienc-
ing wonderful fresh drinks and coffee. The breakfast is
simple and cheap at 4 Euros and our evening meals were fill-
ing and also affordable at 10 Euros. Being in such farming
countryside there is always fresh produce and lovely fresh
salads.
Many are the reasons for walking the Camino but primarily

religious motivation is present. This theme is treated in many
documentaries on ‘The Way’ and of how pilgrims come from
many different cultures bringing their own reasons for walk-
ing. We can remember the film ‘The Way’, featuring Martin
Sheen the American actor doing the pilgrimage while scat-
tering his son’s ashes and confessing to the fellow-pilgrim
priest of being a ‘lapsed-catholic’. As for ourselves, Anthony
and I, it was to give thanks.
Meeting people along the Way the common inquiry was

regarding our journey and how it was faring. There were no
intrusive questions. We were all equal in each other’s eyes.
It was blissful to able to walk and have time for reflection
away from the daily cares and commune with nature and
God’s wonderful creation!
One needs a good quality light backpack, a light and com-

pact sleeping bag, minimal clothing and toiletries and sturdy
shoes with comfortable socks. And of course a walking pole.
The Camino teaches us the spirit of simplicity regarding food
and possessions. Both the physical and mental toughness of
walking 20 to 30 Kilometres each day is always present and
has to be faced with serenity. A solid preparation is required
before taking on the great challenge!
It was a wonderful experience and Santiago is a delightful

and beautiful city with narrow and cobbled streets. It’s pop-
ulation is estimated at 195,195. Over 100,000 pilgrims travel
to the city each year from points all over Europe and other
parts of the world.
The cathedral, housing the remains of St James the Apos-

tle, is a splendid sight dominating the main plaza. A dome
above the crossing contains the pulley mechanism to swing
the “Botafumeiro”, which is a famous thurible found in this
church. It was created by the goldsmith José Losada in 1851.
The Santiago de Compostela Botafumeiro is the largest
censer in the world, weighing 80 kg and measuring 1.60 m
in height. It is normally on exhibition in the library of the
cathedral, but during certain important religious high days it
is attached to the pulley mechanism, filled with 40 kg of char-

coal and incense. In the Jubilee Years, whenever St James's
Day falls on a Sunday, the Botafumeiro is also attached in all
the Pilgrims' Masses. Eight red-robed tiraboleiros pull the
ropes and bring it into a swinging motion almost to the roof
of the transept, reaching speeds of 80 km/h and dispensing
thick clouds of incense. One explanation of this custom,
which originated more than 700 years ago – although in-
cense has been used in Catholic ritual from the earliest
times – is that it assisted in masking the stench emanating
from hundreds of unwashed pilgrims !

We gave thanks at a mass in this magnificent Cathedral and
took our leave of many other pilgrims.
What did we learn from the Camino? – To try to be a bet-

ter person

‘I dreamt that Life was Joy.
I woke up and realized that Life was Service.
I did Service and I found that Life was Joy’.

The Camino does not finish on our return home. It is al-
ways present and we are now planning to walk the Camino
Portuguese – from Lisbon to Santiago
Buen Camino

Kitty and Anthony Hooey October 2015

At a resting hostelBackpack and staff

Botafumeiro 
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Fr Denis was born on 8 Octo-
ber, 1928, at the Barracks
Farm in Tomacork, Co Wick-

low, the third child in what would
be a family of nine children, five
boys and four girls. His parents
were devout Catholics and the fam-
ily Rosary was prayed daily,
something that Denis would do all
his life.
As to his character, he was lively

and mischievous, though always
cheerful and helpful. Some of his
neighbours commented that his nu-
merous escapades would eventually
be his downfall!
Though times were hard, Denis

enjoyed a happy childhood and at-
tended the National and Vocational
schools in the local town of Carnew
where he was known by his teach-
ers for his skills in mathematics and
mental arithmetic. With little to
choose from by way of work, Denis
was apprenticed to a Public House
in the town where he learned to
handle barrels of beer, serve the
customers, drive a lorry and do a
hundred and one chores in return
for the pittance apprentices were
paid at that time.
His apprenticeship ended, follow-

ing the path of many of his
countrymen, he immigrated to Eng-
land seeking better employment
and worked at his trade in various
hotels and holiday camps. 
It was at this time that Denis, un-

known to his family, began to show
interest in the priestly and religious
life, contacting and seeking advice
from diocesan seminary vocations

directors. He was most impressed
by the Verona Fathers and, though
invited to try his vocation in the dio-
cese, chose to pursue his vocation
in our Institute.

Entering the religious Life
In 1954, he set out for Sunningdale

where he was advised that, since he
had not completed secondary
school, he would do best to become
a Brother.
In total obedience, he accepted

this directive and devoted himself to
his formation in the novitiate, while
tending the few cows that were kept

Fullness of Life
Fr Denis Wilkinson mccj.

1928 - 2015
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for milk, the chickens and turkeys
and the kitchen garden.
Later, he would often speak of this

happy time, and especially of Fr de
Negri, his Novice Master.
Bro Denis took first vows on 9

September, 1956 and, in 1957, was
assigned to the NAP and sailed on
the Queen Mary from Southampton
to New York to work in the semi-
nary at Cincinnati and, later, in
different communities where his su-
periors found him always available
and obedient, reliable and capable.
He took perpetual vows on 15 Au-
gust, 1962. He would spend most of
his life in the USA, Uganda and
Canada with several periods in the
London Province.
At that period, the internal envi-

ronment of the Institute was heavily
italianised and some confreres had
a limited idea of what it meant to be
a lone Irishman in an Italian Insti-
tute in the United States. Some
would interpret Bro Denis’s obedi-
ence and joviality as weakness while
others tried to categorise him as the
'stage Irishman'. Little did they
know how much it cost him to be so
obedient and helpful, cheerful in all
circumstances. It is said that the
only time anyone saw him angry
was when someone put alcohol in
his soft drink - he was a lifelong
member of the Pioneer Total Absti-
nence Association whose members
abstain for life from alcoholic drink
for pure love of God and neighbour.
In 1965, after eight years in the

NAP, Bro Denis left for Uganda
where he worked, among other
places, at Aliwang where he built a
maternity hospital and concluded
the building of the church at Kam-
pala. 
It was in the aftermath of the Sec-

ond Vatican Council that Bro Denis
was to reach at last his original goal
of becoming a missionary priest. In
1970 he returned to the NAP and in
1972, with the approval of the su-
periors, and as part of a group of
Comboni Brothers following a sim-
ilar programme, he commenced his
four years of studies at the Beda
College in Rome. He studied with
enthusiasm and nothing pleased
him more than to discuss each
evening the lectures he had heard

that day. One of his comments was
that he found the lectures easy as he
had never missed his daily spiritual
reading and recalled every sermon
or conference he had ever heard
during his novitiate, retreats, daily
Mass and the like. 

Ordination
In 1976, he was ordained to the
priesthood and was appointed to
the seminary at Monroe, Michigan
where he stayed until 1979 when he
was appointed Parish Priest of the
English-speaking parish of Brossard,
in French-speaking Quebec. It was a
time he enjoyed immensely and felt
fulfilled ministering to a parish with
parishioners of around twenty na-
tionalities. Working with his Pastoral
Assistant, Sr Nathalie Piella, OSS, the
community grew and developed nu-
merically and spiritually. 
In 1986, Fr Denis returned to the

LP where he helped establish the
Comboni Missionaries in Ireland. Fr
Sean Dempsey remembers: “Fr
Denis and I did our novitiate to-
gether in Sunningdale and we met
again in Kampala where he helped
build the beautiful Church of our
Lady of Africa. Of course, at that
time we worked together to open
the House in Palmerstown, Dublin,
where the people were very helpful
and encouraging. He was a good
companion and a good chat. I miss
him very much”.    
Fr Denis’s warm and friendly per-

sonality and his dedication to the
missions won many friends for the
Comboni Missionaries in a short
time and the Irish foundation,
though modest in structures, was
soon well established.
His main task accomplished, in

1991, Fr Denis was reappointed to
the NAP where he worked mostly in
mission animation until 1998 when
he again volunteered to work in Ire-
land in ministry and mission
appeals. With his help, the number
of benefactors greatly increased,
many of whom are still faithful sup-
porters of ours.
In 2007, he again returned to the

NAP where he was appointed to
Cincinnati. It was there that the first
of his major health problems
emerged and he had surgery to cor-

rect an aortic aneurism. He recov-
ered well and was appointed to
Kitchener, Canada, where he minis-
tered at St Joseph’s Parish. Mrs
Nancy Thompson, community sec-
retary, remembers him fondly as
”Always cheerful, helpful, and fun to
be with but most of all as a true
priest dedicated to his vocation and
one who would put younger confr-
eres to shame by his tireless
commitment to the missions and his
love of prayer, especially the Mass
and the Rosary. He left a lasting im-
pression on the people of the parish
and all who knew him”.

Failing Health
In September 2014, Fr Denis re-
turned for the last time to Ireland
where the doctor he visited imme-
diately sent him to hospital. There
he remained for six weeks before
being allowed back to our commu-
nity where he was looked after by
professional carers until a place was
found for him in January, 2015, at
Oakfield Nursing Home, close to his
original home. 
Far from simply retiring, Fr Denis

took up the challenge of how to
minister to both staff and residents,
encouraging them to pray especially
for those who were abandoning
their faith. He celebrated Mass every
day in the hospital chapel followed
by the Rosary.
Fr Denis leaves us all an extraor-

dinary example of something like
the ‘shortcut to sanctity’ of the Little
Flower, to whom he was also de-
voted. He managed to touch the
hearts of all who really knew him
and accomplished incalculable
good simply by being the loving
person God made him. His funeral
Mass was celebrated at the church
close to where he was born and
grew up in the faith. His life was a
gradual unfolding of his missionary
vocation which he lived in simplicity
and love, always creating around
himself a wholesome, relaxed at-
mosphere where it was a joy to
linger and a welcome challenge to
follow Our Lord more closely.    

Go rabhaimid go leir
faoi mhaise ag Ri geal
na cruinne.”

by Fr P Wilkinson mccj
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‘Day of truce in Bangui, 
but emergency remains’

(November 2015)

Comboni Bishop Juan Aguirre with orphaned child

A refugee camp

Christmas is a time for families celebrating. It is also the Birth of Jesus the
Prince of Peace. Let’s not forget that.

Many are the people suffering throughout the world at this time. Pray for them
at the Christmas mass. Pray for the many Comboni missionaries suffering too
with their people in Bangui (Central African Republic) South Sudan. Pray that
we celebrate with all the families in the world for the Peace that only the Prince

of Peace can bring! Amen.

“After four days of fighting
and population movements
toward the southern sector

of Bangui, finally we can breathe a
little. We didn’t see anyone fleeing
for the first time yesterday”, said a
MISNA source from the capital of the
Central African Republic Bangui, en-
gaged in humanitarian assistance.
“Scores of people have gathered all
their belongings on carts and aban-
doned the neighbourhoods of
Fatima, Quinan, Plateau and Cat-
ting”, added the source.
Violence re-escalated at the start of

the week in the city after the killing

of some members of a delegation of
the former Seleka rebel coalition,
which had taken power between
2013 and 2014. Groups of gunmen
had arrived from the PK5 Muslim-
majority area, committing acts of
violence against civilians in the sur-
rounding neighbourhoods.
Sources in Bangui refer that just at

the Notre Dame du Mont Carmel
convent there are currently at least
5,000 displaced. Also the church re-
mains open overnight as a shelter for
the women and children. “A similar
situation is unfolding also in the
community of the Apostles of Cruci-
fied Jesus and at the Inter-diocesan
major seminary”, added the sources
from Bangui: “The Archbishop
Dieudonné Nzapalainga yesterday
visited these areas with his usual
courage and encouraging smile.
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Fr Martin, Provincial, with Sisters Anne ( chair ), Chiarina, Trindade. Teresina

Thursday 15 October was a spe-
cial day for the Comboni Mis-
sionary Sisters in London. Sr.

Chiarina Calcagno celebrated her
golden jubilee as a Sister, and Sr.
Anne Gillen celebrated 60 years – 110
years between them! With a number
of guests and friends, the occasion
proved to be a memorable one for all
– the Mass and also the reception
that followed it!
SR CHIARINA CALCAGNO was

born on 26th November 1938 in Co-
goleto, Genoa. She made her first
profession on 29th September 1965
in Italy.  
She had some initial training in

Italy and then she came to London to
learn English and follow a Montessori
course. She was delighted to finally
be able to go to Africa, the dream of
her missionary vocation. Her first
mission was Tartar, in west Pokot. She
taught in a Boarding Primary School
which catered for hundreds of chil-
dren. Some of them start school late;
this meant that she was teaching to a
class of about 65 pupils of varying
ages ranging from 7 to 17 (some of
the boys already sported mous-
taches!). Although there were few
material resources, the pupils were
enthusiastic and cooperative.
Marsabit was her second mission, this
too in a remote area and was similar
to her experience in Pokot, except
that the classroom facilities were bet-
ter, and had more school resources.
In 1992 Chiarina came back to Lon-

don to give a hand with Mission Ap-
peals and helping in our kinder-
garten. She was glad to be able to
return to her beloved Kenya in 1997
and this time to Tinganga near
Nairobi - in charge of the kinder-
garten. This was followed by eight
years in Amakuriat, Pokot, in a border
area with Uganda, and again in a Pri-
mary School – this time in charge of
the boarding arrangements for the

girls who were attending the local
Primary School. From her experience
in Africa, Chiarina said that she learnt
patience, a welcoming attitude, re-
spect and accepting from God’s
hands our everyday troubles.
It was in 2009 that she was called

back to London to be part, once
again. She has been here ever since,
first of all in our small community in
Tottenham, and now she is based in
Chiswick, in charge of the commu-
nity’s finances and also helping out at
‘The Passage’ for homeless people in
Westminster and at JRS (Jesuit
Refugee Service) in Wapping.  She
thanks the Lord for all the people
she has met in her life, for their col-
laboration and respect.
SR ANNE PHILIPPA GILLEN was

born on 8th September 1923 in
Hamilton, Scotland. She made her
first profession on 29th September
1935 in Chiswick when she was 32.
After a year Sr. Anne left for her mis-
sion in Uganda. She was assigned to
a boarding school in Gulu, Uganda,

and was there for 25 years. She is re-
membered for her mildness, atten-
tion to duty, reliability and friendli-
ness at all times and to all people.
This boarding school was for sec-
ondary school students, hundreds of
them, and all girls. Sr. Anne was
teaching Christian religion and also
busy helping in the school office. She
had a great love of the girls, who
were mostly aged about 15 – 20.
Many of them carried on their edu-
cation to do Advanced Level studies
and further. 
In 1981 she was called back to UK

and was stationed in Llandrindod
Wells, Wales, and some time in Glas-
gow but mostly she has been part of
the Chiswick community, a much
loved member who makes everyone
laugh with her comments and turn of
phrase. 
The double celebration on 15th

October was a joy for the Sisters con-
cerned, and especially for the well-
wishers and friends who came to take
part in this special event.

110 YEARS OF 
Religious Profession!

Sr Pat Holloway - Comboni Sister
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Mailbag

Letters from readers are most welcome but we regret we cannot publish 
them all. Some may be shortened due to lack of space.

You can also email us at: 
combonimission@eircom.net • leeds@comboni@org.uk 

combonimissionaries@yahoo.com - Editor  •  vrf@carglw.fsnet.co.uk

You Write

Dear Friends of the
Comboni Missionaries,
Sr Santina after 13 years in
the Comboni Community,
Shettleston, Glasgow writes
to our readers:

I was recently appointed to
our Italian Province on
September, 2015 and I
would now like to send my
greetings to all our readers
and friends. I will never
forget you, a people so kind
and generous. After 13 years
in Scotland I feel as if I’ve

Thank you for what you do
and I enclose a small
donation.

Ms Richards,
Taunton

Dear Fr Melaku,
Thank you for celebrating
our mass for us this
morning. 
The prayer on Page 9 of the
current magazine hit me
right in the heart ! Who
wrote it?
With best wishes.

Grateful benefactor,
33, Bramber Rd, BN 1AP 

The author of the prayer
is William J. Bausch

(editor)

Dear Fr,
I am rather busy caring for
my wife in the nursing
home. I myself am nearly 87
and have little time for
reading.

I already receive 3
missionary magazines. I will

left part of my heart with
you all. May you continue
to help all our missionaries
around the world in the
spirit of St Daniel
Comboni. I wish you all
every blessing this
Christmas and ask for your
prayers as I pray for you
all!

Sr Santina Pelizzari,
Comboni Sister    

Cesiolo, Verona, Italy.

Dear Fr,
Thank you so much for
sending your Comboni
magazine. It is most
inspirational. 

I am 86 years-of-age and
alone with no family and
few catholic friends,When
your priest visited on
Mission Appeal, our parish
of St George and St Teresa
of Liseux, Taunton recently,
I felt Our Lord had come
and, from feeling rather
low and depressed, I felt a
real uplift in my faith!

Comboni Mission8 Clontarf RoadDUBLIN 3IRELAND

Comboni MissionBrownberrie LaneHorsforth
LEEDS
LS18 5HE
ENGLAND

Comboni Mission138 Carmyle AvenueGLASGOWG32 8DL
SCOTLAND

Sr Santina
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put you on my “prayer list”.
Best wishes,

Mr Love, GL52 6LG

Dear Fr,
Thank you for the Comboni
Mission magazine. I really
enjoy reading about the
work the missionaries do in
so many countries. It makes
me realise how lucky we
are. These people are yet so

happy and smiling despite
their hardships.I enclose a
donation

Margaret Conway,
Billingham, 

Stockton-on-Tees.

Dear Fr,
I hope that Fr Ramin’s
heroic sacrifice will soon be
rewarded with his
canonization. The prayer

published in your Autumn
issue by William J. Bausch is
one of the most beautiful
and original I have ever
seen.

F.J.McCausland
Bournmouth

Dear Fr,
Thank you for sending  the
missionary rosaries. Our
priest takes them into the
school and prays the rosary
with the children. They are
fascinated with different
colours depicting the five
continents. Thank you
again, 

Yours sincerely,
C. Bevan, Hough, CW2 5JN

Preparing to celebrate a religious feast day
A happy Chritmas to all our missionary
friends!

Poor but happy
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Peace and Good Tidings Of Christmas
to all Our Friends and Benefactors

The Annunciation –
‘Look! You are to
conceive in your
womb and bear a son,
and you must name
him JESUS’

And – ‘Today in the
town of David a
SAVIOUR has been
born to you; he is
CHRIST THE LORD.’


