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ven though this Summer edition of
Comboni Mission does not carry neither news or photos of our Provincial
Assembly held here at Sunningdale during
three days from 25-27 of April yet it is our
duty to bring you some of the thoughts
emerging from the intermittent discussions
and reflections pondered by the 18 participants. We were a very varied group
representing many nations: Italy, Ethiopia,
Eritrea, Mexico, Togo, Ireland, England and
Scotland.
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It was a busy time and our spirtis were
kept alive with good cooking, some nice
wine and of course the right dose of prayer.
Our Assembly led by Provincial, Fr Martin
Devenish, set out with the task of drawing
up a plan and guidelines for our next sixyear ministry. Many are the fields of activity
undertaken by our communities: work with
migrants justice and peace involvement
youth ministry, magazine mass media, mission offices and the ever-present Mission
Appeal work.
Faced with the same dilemmas as our universal church – an ageing clergy and scarcity
of priestly vocations – declining church attendance – amalgamation of churches,
changes in Mass schedules, reminded us of
our littleness faced with such daring challenges. It is a factor which compels us to

By Fr John Downey
contemplate not only our own little niche
but ever more so a call to see our church
for what it is: The People of God as defined
by the Vatican Council. It is first and foremost people. It is the church, but primarily
a community. In a few words – the church
is us. The church is not only the hierarchy,
the clergy, but it is the whole community
of the baptised. Saints and sinners.
We Comboni Missionaries on our weekly
travels to different dioceses and parishes
are witnesses to the great dedication and
enthusiasm of the priests and laity. It is a
rich diversity of gender, class, education,
social status, ethnicity and culture. We find
the people-of-God idea realised in parish
councils, in various ministries particularly
associated with liturgy, education and social justice.
And so, our nervy plans as a missionary
congregation can only be realised with
these realities in mind. Importing priests
from Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe is not
the answer. We have to recognise the role
of women in the life of the church and the
possibilities of a wider ministry to serve the
great demand of evangelisation. Pope Francis has even hinted at ordaining married
men to answer the lack of priests in Brazil.
It is important to have quality and enthusiasm and to build small, harmonious
communities: “the whole group of believers was united, heart and soul.”(Acts 4.32)
We recommend our prayers and the
prayers of all our benefactors and friends in
our divine mission to
be able to bring Christ
and his Good News to
all peoples as the People of God and true
missionary disciples.
Wishing all our
friends and readers
a restful and happy
summer time!
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Report “Conflicts in the
countryside of Brazil 2016”:
1,295 cases, 61 murders
Brasilia (Agenzia Fides) - The Report “Conflicts in the countryside of Brazil 2016”,
drawn up by the Pastoral Land Commission
(CPT), at the headquarters of the Episcopal
Conference (CNBB), in Brasilia was presented. 1,295 cases of conflicts over land
were registered in Brazil in 2016 and 61
murders were also committed, an increase
of 22% compared to the number of murders
committed last year.
According to information sent to Fides by
CIMI, the estimated average is four episodes
of violence per day: 74 attempted murders,
200 death threats, 571 assaults and 228 arrests.
One also needs to add the 172 conflicts
over water and 69 violations of labor. Report data highlight not only the violations
recorded in the country, but also their in-

USA
Prayers and protests as two
more prisoners are executed
Two more men were executed last
night (April 24) by the state of
Arkansas: Jack Jones and Marcel
Williams.
Pax Christi Little Rock held a vigil outside
the Arkansas Governors Mansion.They said
in a message: God rest their souls and grant
peace to the families of their victims as well
as their families.
This was the first double execution on
the same day in the US for 17 years. The
state's decision to plan eight executions in
just 11 days was prompted by the realisation that its stockpile of midazolam - one of
three drugs used together in lethal injections - would expire at the end of the
month. Pharmaceutical firms have refused
to sell them any more.
Last Thursday, Ledell Lee was killed. Four
of the planned executions have been delayed by the courts, but another was
scheduled for Thursday 27 April. Sister
Helen Prejean, author of ‘Dead Man Walking’
issued a video plea on Facebook and countless posts on Twitter,Arkansas native, former
attorney and bestselling author John Grisham published a commentary in USA
Today decrying the expected “spectacular
legal train wreck.” Hollywood star Johnny
Depp attended a vigil for over an hour.
Bishop Frank J Dewane of Venice, Florida
and Chairman of the US Conference of

Comboni Mission • Summer 2017
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crease since the CPT began the survey in
1985.
In the presentation, which took place on
April 17, the Secretary General of the CNBB,
His Exc. Mgr. Leonardo Ulrich Steiner,
stressed the importance of the report, and
recalled those men and women whose
complaints have made history:“This report
is not just a book.They are life stories.These
are stories of people. We cannot forget it”.
“The conflicts in the countryside of Brazil
2016” provides data on violence suffered by
rural workers, including indigenous,
quilombo and native populations. The document is now in its 32nd edition. (CE)
(Agenzia Fides 19/04/2017)
Catholic Bishops Committee on Domestic
Justice and Human Development said in a
statement on 13 April:
“This Easter, let us ask the Lord for the
grace to infuse our justice with mercy. May
those in Arkansas who hold the lives of
these individuals on death row in their
hands be moved by God’s love, which is
stronger than death, and abandon the current plans for execution.”
Bishop Dewane noted that Pope Francis
called for “the global abolition of the death
penalty,” in his 2015 address to the US Congress, where the Holy Father said: “I am
convinced that this way is the best, since
every life is sacred, every human person is
endowed with an inalienable dignity, and
society can only benefit from the rehabilitation of those convicted of crimes. A just
and necessary punishment must never exclude the dimension of hope and the goal
of rehabilitation.”
Bishop Dewane wrote: “The Catholic
Bishops of the United States have echoed
this call for many years, including in their
2005 statement A Culture of Life and the
Penalty of Death.”
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Getting to know the

By Fr John Downey

Comboni Missionaries
50th Anniversary of the Ordination of
Fr Franco Mastromauro at
Leeds Trinity University Chapel. 12/03/2017

Some excerpts from Fr Franco’s homily:
wo main feelings overwhelm me this morning as
we are celebrating my 50th
Anniversary of priestly ordination:
thanksgiving and a sense of inadequacy.
If every Mass or Eucharist is by definition an act of thanksgiving, from the
Greek verb “Eukarizo” to give thanks,
this morning’s Eucharist here and
now wants to be a double act of

‘T

thanksgiving.
I want in fact to thank the Lord for
my sharing in the priesthood of Christ;
I thank the Lord for my 50 years of
Ministerial Priesthood.
What the Psalm says:“You have chosen me since my mother’s womb” I
feel it to be true for every Priest as it
was and is for me.
I remember as an 8 or 9-year-old boy
playing at saying Mass with my child-

hood friend Nicolino from whom I
was inseparable and with whom I
played every day and all the time. I remember very distinctly building a
makeshift altar in the loft of my grandmother’s house where I went to sleep
every evening as there was not
enough room at my parents' house for
the five of us children. We would
cover the altar with any rug we could
get hold of in the attic and spread over
it holy pictures I got from my grandmother or I slipped out of her Mass
book. Out of some other material we

Concelebrants together with Fr Franco (centre) at the end of his anniversary eucharistic celebration

4
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Students of Trinity University raise a toast to Fr Franco.

came across in the attic we cut a big
hole and made our own chasubles.
And so we said our Mass with the
prayers we knew, in front of all the
holy pictures spread on our altar.
All this, of course, was happening
before I actually started serving Mass
in my Parish Church. So, for me becoming a priest was the most natural
thing in my world: I had been training
myself all my life.Though in fact, I had
to fight my father over my becoming a
Priest and a Missionary both of which
he objected to very strongly. He kept
telling me that I should become a
lawyer.
This Mass today, therefore, gives me
the opportunity to reflect once more
and perhaps more deeply on the high
dignity of priesthood and the abundant graces that go with it.That’s why
I also invite all of you today to join
with me in thanking the Lord for my
priesthood and all the graces I have received in the past 50 years.
I would also like to pray today for all
my family especially for my parents
Angela and Vincenzo and my lovely
grandmother Giuseppina who left this
world many years ago and all those
who helped me along the way to becoming a priest.
Comboni Mission • Summer 2017

The second feeling that fills my
heart during this Mass is one of humility and inadequacy.
The more we priests reflect on the
dignity of priesthood and on the great
privilege that Christ has bestowed on
us, the more we feel inadequate. More
graces entail more responsibilities.
Looking back at my 50 years of priesthood, I can see positive things and
have happened to me or through me
and less positive ones.
Now I would like to ask the Lord to
be merciful to me for the less positive
things that have happened in my
priestly life. I humbly ask the Lord for
forgiveness and I ask you to join with
me in doing so. May our Lady, the
Blessed Virgin Mary, assist me in this.
Speaking of priesthood in the Old
Testament and the new priesthood inaugurated by Christ, the author of the
letter to the Hebrews in chapter 7
says: “Every high priest is chosen
from among ordinary people and
is appointed to present offerings
and sacrifices every day for his
own sins first and then for the
sins of the people, as he himself
is beset with limitations”
And this is precisely what we priests
are doing now at this Altar by offering

this Holy Eucharist, this sacrifice of
thanksgiving. We do this every day
and, please God, we shall continue to
do it until the day we die. When Pope
John Paul II was dying, his secretary
offered mass in the Pope’s bedroom
and at the consecration, the Pope
lifted and stretched his hand a bit in
an act of con-celebration: in that Mass
he was surely offering his own sacrifice and death together with that of
Christ.
Most of you know that I have great
devotion to Saint Padre Pio whom I
met several times personally and
whose Mass I served for several days
in the Church of his Convent in San
Giovanni Rotondo. I assure you that it
was a unique experience and a unique
occasion of grace.
I would therefore like to place the
remaining years of my priesthood
under his protection and invoke a
share in the great faith and devotion
that he had when celebrating Holy
Mass to the point that often people
saw him in tears when he was holding
the sacred Host in his hands.
A warm and sincere “Thank you”to
all of you for coming and joining me
in this Mass to say our thanks to Christ
the High Priest.’
5
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By Margaret Gaughan . Maryknoll. Photos by Deborah Northern, MKLM

SENT TO BUILD PEACE
Eight men and women – singles
and couples with children –
go forth to help build that
world with God’s grace

New Maryknoll Lay Missioners (l. to r.) Annie Burns, Filomena Siles, Rebecca Muder and Timothy Ross will serve in Latin America
for the next three-and-a-half years.

s eight new members of the
Maryknoll Lay Missioners
(MKLM) embarked on their
journeys overseas recently, they were
given an awesome challenge. “Make
the nonviolent Jesus present and visible in a world that seems unable to
find a route out of perpetual violence,”
said
Marie
Dennis,
co-president of the international
peace organization Pax Christi and
former director of the Maryknoll
Office for Global Concerns. Dennis
was speaking at the MKLM sending
ceremony, where she reminded the
new missioners they are called to
minister to a world yearning for
peace. “People are daring to imagine
that another world might be possible,” she said.

A

Annie Burns of Hinckley, Ohio, is
traveling to Bolivia, where she would
like to work with indigenous communities. “I hope I can be present to
the needs and spirituality of these
communities,” she says, “and reverence the wisdom they have to share
with us.”
6

As a student at Loyola University
Chicago, where she majored in theology and business management, Burns
got a taste of overseas mission visiting El Salvador through a study
abroad program. Discerning her
future after college, she was drawn to
MKLM because she says it allows a
“slow, patient entrance into mission.”
That includes a 10-week orientation
program at Maryknoll, N.Y., language
study in the host country and a commitment of at least three-and-a-half
years of service.
Filomena Siles will also serve in
Bolivia. She is returning as a
Maryknoll lay missioner to her homeland, where she was introduced to
MKLM by her husband, Maryknoll Lay
Missioner Joe Loney. They have two
13-year-old children. Siles also has
two adult children and four grandchildren in Bolivia. “I love the ability
to fully live out my Catholic faith
together with my husband and children by serving the poor and
following the example of Jesus,” she
says of her decision to join MKLM.

Siles will continue her work as a special education teacher, assisting
children with autism and vision problems as well as those who have
suffered trauma or fallen behind in
reading. Her goal, she explains, is “giving
struggling
students
the
inspiration, confidence in themselves
and educational tools to be the very
best they can be.”
For Marcelo Maiorano, serving in
Brazil with his wife Kathleen
Maynard and daughters Cecilia, 3, and
Maëlle, 1, is a return to his roots. His
mother was born in the Brazilian city
of São Paulo. Maiorano, who has a
degree in international studies from
Loyola University Chicago, met
Maynard, a family nurse practitioner
with a degree from Boston College,
when both were serving in Juneau,
Alaska, with the Jesuit Volunteer
Corps. That experience of working
with people on the margins of society ignited the couple’s desire to
continue working for social justice.
“My husband and I have contemplated Maryknoll as our next step

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk
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Marcelo Maiorano and Kathleen Maynard and daughters Cecilia, 3, and Maëlle, 1, are happily on their way to serve as Maryknoll
lay missioners in Brazil.

because it is an organization that
seeks to form a more compassionate
world,” says Maynard, who grew up in
Jackson, N.H., where she and her husband have been raising their children.
“Learning about the support and
encouragement MKLM gives to
young families like ours cemented
our interest in joining,” says Maiorano.
While his wife shares her healthcare
skills with Brazilians, Maiorano hopes
to use the skills he learned during
MKLM orientation to help people,
particularly youth, resolve conflicts
nonviolently.
Rebecca Muder says she hopes to
be “a bringer of healing and wholeness to individuals and communities”
in Brazil, where she would like to do
pastoral work in prisons and eventually become a restorative justice
facilitator and educator. (Restorative
justice is a process that seeks to
repair relationships by 3bringing victims of crimes face-to-face with their
assailants so both sides can hear and
share their feelings.)
Muder, a native of Kansas City,
Kansas, holds a master’s degree in
theological studies from the
University of Dayton. She has experience in campus and prison ministries
Comboni Mission • Summer 2 017

and most recently coordinated a
young adult volunteer program for
the Archdiocese of Chicago. She says
she is attracted to MKLM by “the
way it enters into other cultures—
with sensitivity and sustainability in
mind.”
Timothy Ross, looks forward to
sharing his agricultural background
and, most importantly, his faith with
the people of El Salvador. Ross, who
earned his degree in agriculture
from the University of Missouri, got
a glimpse of El Salvador when he
visited there as a representative of
the Newman Center’s Catholic
Student Association, seeking to
establish a sister relationship with a
Salvadoran parish. During his visit,
he learned about MKLM.
“Their methodology for integrating missioners into their host
community is very thorough and
realistic,” he says, explaining that
besides providing an orientation
program and language training,
MKLM sends new missioners into
established communities of missioners and allows time for the
neophytes to visit mission sites and
discern which is the best fit for
them.

Anne Berry and her husband
George Stablein from Clenenin,
W.V., have discerned that Tanzania is
the best mission for them and their
daughters Susanna, 6, and Louisa, 2.
The couple, both doctors, met as students at Pennsylvania State University
College of Medicine.
Berry, who had worked in
Nicaragua with the Jesuit Volunteer
Corps after college, was inspired by
the Maryknoll sisters and Maryknoll
lay missioners serving there. “I was
attracted to their commitment to
social justice, not just ‘helping,’ but
working alongside people in marginalized communities to transform
unjust structures and build God’s
Kingdom for all,” says Berry.
Her husband caught her mission
bug. Both will work in Bugando
Medical Center in the city of Mwanza,
Berry sharing her expertise in maternal care and Stablein his skills as a
pediatrician. They look forward to
what their daughters will discover.
“It is very important for our children
to learn social justice at an age much
younger than I did,” says Stablein. “I
want them to know that just because
something is the way it is, it doesn’t
mean it should be that way. I pray
they will be able to work for fair and
just structures for all.”
7
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Fr Shay Cullen

Bennie
was the wrong person,
in the wrong place
at the wrong time.
Bennie had a thin, hollow face,
the picture of malnutrition at 22
years of age, he had never been to
school for more than a few
months, could not read or write
and he was a one-meal man.
He ate once a day. He was dressed in
shorts and a dirty t-Shirt. His flip-flops
were worn thin. They were his only
possessions. He pushed a small
wooden cart along the back streets of
Manila picking up discarded plastic
bottles, bits of metal that fell off a jeepney or a truck. He was a discarded
piece of humanity himself.
On a lucky day in a garbage bin
outside the gate of a mansion, he
found an old computer keyboard.

8

Finds like these were the treasures of
his long walk. That was a big day for
him and he sold it at the junk shop
with the other bits and pieces he
picked up. He joined his fellow scavengers and together they cooked
what they found in the garbage - a
plate of pagpag and a little rice. Pagpag is made from the throwaway
leftovers from the plates of the diners
that ended up in the restaurant’s
garbage bags in the back alleyways. It
is retrieved by the very poor and
boiled in a big pot on the side of the
road. It made an excellent meal – for
the hungry poor.
After eating his pagpag, Bennie
decided he would celebrate.

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk
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thousands of crimes to be solved
and prosecuted in a judicial system
that is rife with corruption and one
case can take seven years or more. He
was a prosecutor in Davao City and
that’s why he launched the bloody
shoot-to-kill war-on-drugs. The old
methods, claim the advocates of war,
never worked. Instead the elimination
by summary execution outside the
system has been very effective, according to the supporters of the
policy. This instant solution to crime,
just one gunshot, has, it seems, an
overwhelming approval of 76 percent
of Filipinos. During the same period
after the election, President Aquino
had 71 percent approval rating and
Estrada had 69 percent. Not a huge difference but they were not advocating
extrajudicial killings.

That night he went down an alleyway
to buy a small sachet of marijuana
from the local reseller named Joey
who was not much better off than
him. Bennie just wanted to ease the
loneliness of life, the ache in his back
and legs, the pain in his feet and to forget for a short while the misery of his
daily search for junk and his one meal
of cheap pagpag food.There was nothing else in his life.
So just imagine what happened.
Bennie was the wrong person in
the wrong place at the wrong
time.
The small pusher Joey was a target of
the hit squad that very night.They cut
off the alleyway and moved in on the
hovel of Joey. Two of the killers
stepped inside and opened fire. Bennie and Joey were hit several times;
their bodies bled copious amounts of
blood and they died within minutes.
The hit team had a signboard ready, it
read: “I’m a drug addict. I deserve to
die.” That’s how they were found one
hour later. It was a fast response. Imagine Bennie’s and Joey’s lives ended
over a one-dollar deal.
That can be a typical scene from
the war-on-drugs.
There has been a lot of success in the
Comboni Mission • Summer 2 017

one-sided war since June this year.
Over 7000 Bennies, Joeys and others
too, suspected sellers of marijuana or
crystal meth dead, but no one is sure
how many more. That’s about 1000
suspects killed a month.
The advocates of the hit squad
policy say it’s a big success and
takes the hardship and boredom out
of routine police work. It is the death
penalty in action, they say.
There is no need for a death penalty
law because in effect we have one already by having no rule of law.
What Bennie and Joey got and
thousands more is what the advocates of the war say is a very
convenient and effective method to
deliver capital punishment. It swiftly
bypasses the dangers of investigation,
the boredom of surveillance and
painstaking evidence gathering, and
making dangerous arrests.Think too of
the difficult case-building, the preservation of evidence and long drawn-out
court trials and the difficulty to get a
conviction beyond reasonable doubt.
Then there are the endless appeals
and finally the stay of execution.
The President knows what it is
like to prosecute fruitlessly with

The Senate may follow the Congress and may pass a capital
punishment law, despite all the arguments against it such as: it doesn’t
deter crime, it kills innocent framed
up suspects, it is anti-poor because
they can’t afford lawyers, it causes
cruel punishment, it is vengeanceseeking, it deprives the accused of
reform, it’s against the sacred value of
life and the dignity of human person.
One hundred forty-one nations have
banned it and the United Nations also.
If it is passed, it would be a legal way
for President Rodrigo Duterte to kill
the convicted. He wants to hang six
people a day.“Restore it and I will execute criminals every day – five or six.
That’s for real,” he said. Of course, he
was just joking. The hit squad is
quicker.
Killing a thousand people a
month as is the present practice is
not a cruel joke. Something sinister
has been unleashed. It is cruel capital
punishment seen every day. Critics say
it is one monster crime to counter
many little ones. It must stop so life
will be respected and cherished and
the lives of the suspects are given a
chance to defend themselves against
their unknown secret accusers, as is
their constitutional right. But those
rights have been suspended and the
challenge to all is how to restore them.
We need to call for a ceasefire and
stop what is happening to the Bennies
and Joeys of the Philippines.
9
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By Fr John Clark mccj

www.southworld.net

The development of peoples,
1967 – fifty years on, 2017.
“For development to be authentic it must be complete, taking into account all the
dimensions of the person and not be limited to satisfying basic material needs,
but the most profound aspirations of the person and all people.”
( Populorum Progressio).
Populorum Progressio - The
Development of Peoples,
was a deliberate attempt by
the Church to become more
involved in economic and
social issues and confront
the world’s problems and
challenges. Paul VI did not
mince his words in 1967.
Someone
once
said:
“Progress is never as straight
as an arrow.” We can indeed
look at human progress
through various lenses. In
everyday speech development
– progress can stand for
improvement and making
things better; it can mean a
wide range of things that are
needed for a truly human life
like food, clothes, clean water,
shelter, basic health and education, jobs, raising income and
improving access to these basic
services and political stability.
Development is a down-to-earth,
people-centred,
practical
approach, time not to talk so much
but rather to act. It entails sharing
resources in solidarity, justice and
charity to make this world more
human for everybody. Developed
nations have the duty to help developing nations. Charity begins at
home, today home includes the
whole world. International dialogue
is vital, justice in trade (fair trade
rather than free trade) is a must. Free
trade cannot regulate world markets;
it is ideal between two equal partners
but disastrous when partners are not
equal.
10

Become ‘artisans of your
own destiny’ Paul VI)
Briefly, the document concentrates
on three main areas of unbridled capitalism, violence and human
development. Paul VI condemns the
evils of capitalism: misery, injustice,
division and violence. Avarice
destroys and stunts human growth.
Earth’s goods should be divided fairly.
Stress is laid upon personal agency
and empowerment, individual and
community participation (popular

movements), planning and
consultation where all
become “artisans of their
own destiny”, paragraph 65,
as they tackle the radical
causes of poverty and justice. Community driven
development empowers
and enables people in an
integrated holistic way.
Paul VI stresses solidarity
where matters ought to
be handled and decisions
reached at a local level
rather than via a central
authority. The Church
taking “a preferential
option for the poor”
(Medellin
1968),
divorced herself from
her conservative allies
of the military forces,
political and business
classes. Progress went
from charity to development, then from
development to justice. Paul
VI appealed to the good will of the
elite to back the grass root struggles
for justice. Their response was minimal.
The dignity of the human being is
pivotal to all development work, paragraph 47. Mutual respect is a must
between the rich-poor, giver-receiver,
international donor-local receiver,
insiders-visitors. No one can be left
out, no part of any one can be overlooked. No one, irrespective of their
gender, age, race, ethnic group, should
be denied the experience of the fullness of life. Everyone is called to grow
and develop. We grow together. What

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk
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The need for shelter and care is a basic service for all

was and is still sadly lacking is a new
model of socially inclusiveness.

Charity alone doesn’t help
the poor
In her “earthly “mission the Church is
ever committed to human progress.
She exhorts her faithful to live the
Gospel values of the Kingdom by witness of a life serving those in need,
making social justice an integral feature of faith and working earnestly
for global solidarity. The Church has
never been shy about representing
the rights of the poor and has been a
very unambiguous voice for redressing economic and political injustices
in the world.The Church has virtually
helped more people out of poverty
than most institutions in history. At
the heart of Roman Catholicism lies
the importance of world social activity. Charity by itself doesn’t help the
poor. Efficient economic and political
structures and a new international
order to promote better justice
among individuals and nations are
called for.

what suffering is all about: they feel
suffering, they smell suffering. They
can hone in on the lives of the invisible, voiceless and unrecognised
because they believe in people,
enthuse and motivate them to live life
to the full. The core values of a missionary approach to development lie
in respect, justice, commitment, compassion and integrity. After all, they
are usually there for the long haul,
integrate themselves with the lives of
the people whom they serve. I found
people living in poverty trust more in
the Church than any other institution

and anyone who fights for justice
upsets people.
As in the past fifty years working
for the welfare of others, Pope
Francis, 2013, with vision, energy and
purpose reminds us: “Pastoral ministry should always be missionary and
its ministers must be courageous. A
church that does not go out of itself,
sooner or later, sickens from the stale
air of closed rooms.” In short, development in the words of Donal Dorr,
Irish Kiltegan missionary priest, is
about “walking with and not doing
for.Taking small steps to fill the hole.”

The Church brings hope to
the poor
Missionaries know at the coal surface
Comboni Mission • Summer 2 017

Clean water a basic right and need for all
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By Fr John Downey

Cause of beatification of
the missionary martyr
and Servant of God
Fr. Ezekiel Ramin
O

n Saturday, March 25 the
diocesan phase of the cause
of beatification of the Servant
of God Father Ezechiele Ramin, a
Comboni missionary (MCCJ), killed
in Brazil on July 24, 1985 concluded.
The official act took place in his
home parish, St. Joseph's church in
Padua, in the presence of members of
the diocesan ecclesiastical Court,
Comboni representatives, missionaries and many believers. The
courtroom proceedings will now be
delivered to the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints.
Born in Padua on February 9, 1953,
Ezekiel Ramin entered the Comboni
Missionaries in 1974 and took his first
vows on June 5, 1976. He continued
his formation with experiences in
Uganda, the United States, Mexico.
On May 15, 1980, he professed his
perpetual vows, and on 28 September of the same year, in Italy, he was
ordained a priest. On January 20,
1984 he arrived in Brazil, and then
went to Cacoal in Rondonia, where
he took to heart the problem of indigenous land distribution.

Celebration in the parish church of Cacoal

12

Fr. Ezekiel Ramin, Comboni missionary.

Fr. Ezekiel was brutally killed on
24 July 1985 as he was returning
from a mission of peace: he had met
some landless farmers who had occupied part of the Fazenda Catuva,
on the border with the state of Mato
Grosso, and had asked them to withdraw. A few days later Pope John
Paul II describes him as a “martyr of

charity”. According to information
sent to Agenzia Fides from Brazil,
after more than thirty years “the
memory of Father Ezekiel is still very
much alive, especially among indigenous peoples and farmers. His
figure still animates and illuminates
the faith and commitment of Christian communities and popular
organizations”. [See Fides 03/09/2015
and Agenzia Fides 27/03/2017].
In Brazil, in the Diocese where Fr
Ezekiel worked and was assassinated
at the offertory, a group of persons
known to Ezekiel handed over the
documents furthering the process of
beatification. This task was the result
of painstaking work by Comboni
missionary Fr Arnald Baritussio who
had spent many months in Brazil interviewing many witnesses – Indian
people, parishioners, priests and
bishops. The work dragged on beyond the deadline due to the many
difficulties of travelling long distances and peoples’ availability. Fr
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Mass Celebrated on the anniversary of Fr Ezekiel’s martyrdom

Arnold is a Comboni missionary
based in Rome and the postulator
for the cause of the beatification of
Fr Ezekiel. In his report, all praise
and thanksgiving is attributed to the
Lord, who in His hidden way, guided
and encouraged the whole process.
Many people testified to the ‘care
and love of Fr Ezekiel towards the
poor’. The cure of a very sick child is

attributed to the prayer of an old
grandmother made to Fr Ezekiel.
The same old lady in a vision saw the
place of Ezekiel’s martyrdom in the
forest as being a future place of pilgrimage. Fr John Clark who worked
with Fr Ezekiel was present in Brazil
to offer his testimony. Fr Clark who
spent 18 months with Fr Ezekiel
prior to his assassinatiom remem-

In defence of indigenous people

bers Ezekiel as “young, enthusiastic
person with a great love for the poor
and abandoned. At that time certain
confreres were concerned with his
involvement with the landless movements but “I was confident of his
sincerity and that all would work out
well for the Church: the blood of
martyrs is the seed of Christianity”.
And so it has proved.

Prayer in honour of the Servant of God
Fr Ezekiel Ramin
O God of Mercy
We thank you through
Your Servant Fr Ezekiel Ramin
Martyr at the service of life in the Amazon.
Witness in the following of Christ
And love towards the indigenous and landless poor
Inspire us to forget ourselves and
To dream of a world more just and human,
In harmony with all of creation.
Help that, inspired by that same love,
We may become missionary disciples
Of the reign of God, and ready to witness to all
Your love and hope.
By his intercession,
Grant us the grace that we ask.
Through Our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Comboni Mission • Summer 2 017
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Photo: Fr John Downey with Fr Ambrose
and Anthony at St Joseph’s, Cardiff.

The above photo is a reminder of our Mission
Appeals being carried out this year. Here we
are in the Cardiff Diocese. Fr. Ambrose is a
Rosminian priest and hails from India.
Anthony is a medical student at Cardiff
University and lives in the Rosminian
community. He helps out in the Liturgy and
visits the local hospital. It is an example of the
welcome we receive on our Mission appeals
both by clergy and parishioners. We are now
well engaged on our visits. In England, we are
visiting the dioceses of Salford and Cardiff. In
Scotland, several deaneries spread throughout
the country and in Ireland our priests are
bringing the missionary message to the
diocese of Anchory.
We are called, as Pope Francis reminds us, to
be ‘missionary disciples’. All the people of
God (priests and laity) join together to bring
the Good News of the Gospel to all people.
Let us pray our missionary prayer:
14
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by Sr Magdalen, Marist Sister

The most Sacred
Heart of Jesus,
Feast Day June 23
hen God said, ‘Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness’... So God created man in his
own image...” (Gen. 1: 26/27) Do you ever ask
yourself what that means? One of the loveliest aspects of
this likeness is that God created us to be creators also, like
God himself. We love to create, even if it's only a cake or a
stick picture of someone. And we also “find that it is good”
(Gen.1:18) when we create, and want others to see it as
good and to share it. There are all sorts of other ways in
which we can see what God meant in that first chapter of
Genesis, when he created us in his own image, and it is
fascinating to think about all those ways, appreciating the
mystery of our own life and the mystery that is every
human person – even a trinitarian mytery too.
But above all, if we are made in God’s image, then we
are made to love. God is love, and his love rings and resounds through every word and every page of sacred
history. There are of course other elements in the
Bible,but the overall theme and essence of God's history
with man is love. The Psalms sing of it in every line, the
prophets and patriarchs bear witness to it at every moment of their lives and in all their pronouncements. Even
tough old Zechariah, who wouldn’t listen to the Angel
Gabriel, speaks later of “the loving-kindness of the heart of
our God, who visits us like the dawn from on high”. (Luke
1:78)
And that “heart of our God” is the heart of Jesus, who insisted so many times that he and the Father are one...
“whoever sees me sees the Father” etc. In the Incarnation,
one can almost imagine God saying, as he looks at Jesus,
“Look, that is what I meant when I created man”! Taking
Jesus as our model does not mean that we have to go

“T
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round preaching, having nowhere to lay our head, walking on water etc. But it does mean that we have to be
loving, forgiving, healing,understanding, ready to Give our
lives for God and what he stands for, but above all – loving. It is a great challenge, but it is not impossible! Have
you not met some people in your lifetime who are Christlike? I certainly have.
In France in the seventeenth century, the reality of God’s
love was revealed in a vision to a young Visitandine nun,
St Margaret Mary Alocoque. France and much of Europe at
that time was in the grip of Jansenism which portrayed
God as severe judge, and his people as poor sinful souls
who would never reach heaven. That is a rather simplistic
description of a cult that was soul-destroying and antiChristian. Jesus appeared to Margaret Mary showing his
open heart, and that image spread widely all over the
Christian world, and particularly the Catholic world. St
Margaret Mary’s spiritual director was a Jesuit priest, St
Claude de Ia Colombiere; and the Jesuits played a large
part in spreading the devotion to the Sacred Heart, which
has helped to sanctify many souls. During the greater part
of the last century, almost every home had an image of the
Sacred Heart, often with a little lamp burning before it. In
fact, the heart of this devotion was in the home,and radiated from there in endless circles. A loving couple, a
loving family,is in itself an instrument of evangelisation.
People welcomed this image of God, and it strengthened
and comforted countless souls, building up trust and faith
and love,and inspiring responses in missionary work and
in all kinds of service to others. It is the reality and the
meaning of that image that we venerate when we celebrate
the feast of the Sacred Heart, as we do at this season.
15
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By Fr Louis Koeuvi mccj

My journey with migrants
and detainees in

LONDON
Fr Louis Kouevi is a Comboni missionary hailing from Togo, Africa. He is a short time in
this country but already immersed in his ministry amongst asylum seekers in the
London area. His experiences are worth noting for determining our own action and
attitudes towards refugees.

ur work is centred on migrants and detainees in
London at the two major
centres of Colnbrook and Harmondsworth
near
Heathrow
International Airport. Since 2013, I
have been part of the working team
of JRS (Jesuit Refugee Service). The
Team is composed of religious,
priests and Sisters from at least four
Institutes, as well as Christian lay
men and women. We also work with
other ecumenical organisations.
Colnbrook and Harmondsworth
are, officially speaking, simply detention centres but, in fact, they
function as real “prisons” with high
levels of security where migrants are
kept; they have, for various reasons,
encountered problems with immigration services.
More than 90% of the detainees
are young men between the ages of

O
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19 and 40. These migrants are
mostly from Africa, Asia and the Middle East. A minority are from Latin
America and even from Europe and
North America, who are detained for

reasons of criminality (minor drugrelated crimes, for example).
As for the religious aspects, there
is a wide variety, just as in many European countries with Christians,
Moslems, Hindus, Buddhists, etc.
In contrast with the detention laws
in Europe, England persists with the
scandalous detention of immigrants
for an undetermined period, with no
guarantee of them to be released or
granted a visa to stay. In this situation, it is not rare to find detainees
who have spent eighteen months or
even two years in these prison-likestructures simply because they were
illegally present in the country.
This system is seen by the detainees as pure psychological torture
with harmful effect on their mental
health.

Harmondsworth Centre
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gious service such as spiritual direction”, one-on-one or group prayer.
The celebration of the sacrament of
reconciliation and individual confession is another part of our ministry.
The JRS also provide weekly Mass in
each of the centres.

Follow-up for ex-detainees
The challenges for those who pass
through detention centres and are
released continue outside once they
are granted the permit to stay in the
country or just a temporary decision
on their case. Experience shows that
they still need the kind of accompaniment we were providing them
before consisting in listening, susthe
taining and giving them
opportunity to share their joys and
hopes, their anxieties, etc. I used to
visit some of them where they are located here in London.
Religious Groups

The sort of service I offer with our
JRS team takes fully into account the
complexity of the down-to-earth situation, of the possibilities open to us
as well as the limits imposed by government/prisons system, and of
course, of our own limits as a religious/humanitarian organisation. In
some cases we feel powerless to
change the situation and unable to
do anything except to pray and offer
moral and psychological comfort to
those who are suffering such conditions.

Listening and
accompaniment

have people to speak with and
whom they can trust without prejudice or condemnation.
This accompaniment oscillates between psychological and spiritual
accompaniment; it often ends, for
Christians, in praying together. We
are seen by them as humanitarian
workers, similar to those of other organisations who come to the centre,
but also as religious who give up
their time to come to help them.

A specific catholic service
for Christians
For those Catholic Christians who
wish, we provide specifically reli-

Here are now two different and
concrete examples to give an idea of
what some detainees have experienced in their complex and difficult
situations.
Continued. pages (20-21).

Within the structure of each of these
two centres, we have a special place
provided by the authorities where
we welcome detainees who wish to
meet us to hear their stories and accompany them. The ministry of
listening and accompaniment, quite
different from that provided by their
lawyers, is carried out in an atmosphere of human encounter and
confidence that allows the detainees
to confide in us in a more personal
way. Very often, this provides them
with an opportunity to expressthemselves without fear of being
judged. This is a sensitive but extremely important experience for
them, especially as much as they
Comboni Mission • Summer 2 017
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SYRIA

Giving communities
a future
Five years of war, which
included the use of chemical
weapons, have produced death
and destruction. The Catholic
Church continues to help both
the Christian and Muslim
communities. We spoke with
Msgr. Antoine Audo, Chaldean
Bishop of Aleppo.

which has become a country without
Christians. But these extremists are not
part of the Syrian social structure. In
fact, many Muslims living here themselves acknowledge that the presence of
Christians is an integral part of the
country. At the same time many, and in
particular young people, are attracted
to countries where there are job opportunities, food and health care
services.
The situation is dramatic in Syria,
where people experience poverty, lack
of water, electricity, and labour opportunities. We, as representatives of the
Catholic Church, have one primary
goal: giving Christian communities a future, in order to prevent them from
being tempted by the idea of leaving the
country to create their future somewhere else. We work to strengthen the
Christian communities in the country
and their vocation as Eastern Christians,
who historically have experienced troubled times for different reasons related
to geopolitics, to the West and Islam;
but in difficult times, we have always
managed to move forward by making
many sacrifices.

What is behind violence in
Syria?
What is the situation like for
Christians in Syria today?
Some fanatics would like to expel
Christians from the entire Middle East
region. That is what happened in Iraq,

18

There are international interests between the major powers, as well as
regional ones between Sunnis and Shiites for the control of the area, and for
the leadership in the Arab and Muslim
world.

The problem with Islam today is accepting modernity, understood as
freedom of conscience, openness to dialogue, acceptance of religious
differences; all these elements are seen
as a threat by Islamic fanatics. We, the
Christians of the Middle East, respect
the other religious beliefs, and we think
that the Muslim world needs dialogue,
not arms trade, or humiliation that produce hatred and violence.

How can the crisis be
overcome politically?
As a bishop, I try not to talk about complex political problems. However,
while according to the Western media,
the changing of the president would be
the solution to the crisis, I think that
the problem is much more complex.
The cultural and political situation of
the area should be taken into consideration.
In Syria there is a Sunni majority, 80
percent, and various minorities such as
that of the Alawites. President Bashar Al
Assad is an Alawite. It is not unfrequent
to find representatives of minorities
that hold power in the Arab and Muslim world, because democracy does not
exist in these countries and minority
communities are often supportive of
each other. The Gulf States are predominantly Sunni Islam and have a
tribal structure. Even the Baath Party
in Syria, which refers to itself as a secular party, is tribally structured. This
reality cannot be ignored, and this must
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be said in no uncertain terms.
Syria is a multi-confessional State and
people should not be afraid to acknowledge this matter. There is no
problem if a president is Sunni – there
are many talented Sunnis such as the
Foreign Minister Walid Muallem and
the Ambassador to the United Nations
Al-Ja’-afari – as long as Syrians are not
forced to accept solutions imposed by
foreign powers. That would mean the
end of the country.

The possible division of the
territory, which has also
been hypothesized on ethnic
and religious grounds?
I completely disagree with the division
hypothesis. Syria has all the characteristics to be a united country, with its
own government, where different people are able to live together. Foreign
powers are those which are interested
in dividing the country; in this way each
of them could share the control of the
different regions of a divided Syria. Historically, the Syrian people have always
wished to remain united. Russians and
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Americans should try to find a peaceful
solution.

The Syrian President Assad
has accused Europe of
arming several groups
fighting in Syria.
As an observer, I do not think that all
the groups fighting in Syria are self-organized and self-financed. Strategies,
funding, training are all supported by
outside forces. I am even more convinced that each of these groups does
the business of external actors.

What kind of dialogue is
possible with Islam, in this
situation?
A dialogue based on respect, without
superior tones and with no intention of
imposing anything on others. These are
‘colonial’ attitudes, which Muslims remember well and which the West still
does not seem to be aware of. Pope
Francis has very wisely said that there
are no violent religions but there are vi-

olent people in all religions. The ArabMuslim world deeply appreciated this
attitude of respect.
As a Church, our mission is to promote understanding. People here must
become Syrian citizens together, Christians and Muslims. We are human
beings, we must work together for the
respect of human dignity. We should
never get tired of building bridges and
promoting dialogue with Muslims. Personal contacts are very important in the
Islamic world.

You are Caritas Syria
President. What projects is
Caritas currently focusing
on?
Caritas Syria has 200 members of staff
and volunteers, helping people get access to food, shelter, health and
education. Caritas staff members are
currently working in six areas. (Damascus, Homs, Aleppo, the south, the
Coast and the Jazira). The Caritas Syria
programs operate in order to meet six
different demands: food is the first,
health is the second. Caritas supplies
medicines, pays hospitalizations and
surgeries. Education is the third priority: we provide 4000 students with
scholarships, for middle school, high
school and college.
Providing shelter and adequate accommodation for those, mainly the
elderly, who can no longer afford to pay
the rent is the fourth priority of Caritas
Syria. Psycho-social help for children
and young people suffering post-traumatic stress disorders is our fifth goal,
while the improvement of women’s
condition is the sixth. Caritas Syria has
also established an Emergency Fund.
Needless to say that there is no discrimination of race or religion, all
people are helped according to their
needs.
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By Fr Louis Koeuvi mccj

My journey with migrants and
detainees in London
Continued
Justin Miranda Benjamin
from India
Mr Justin was a young Indian man of
32 from Kerala a well-known Christian area in India. He had arrived in
the UK with a student visa. His
“dream” in fact was to study, find a
job and gain money to pay back his
debts in India. The first years of his
life in the UK were peaceful and successful. In fact, he undertook some
studies in Informatics and got a degree in Information Technology and
then had been running a small business and began earning.

Gambling and his arrest
But It happened, unfortunately, that
he fell again into one of his life’s mistakes which was gambling. He
consequently began to lose money
and contracted new heavy debts and
tried to hide from his new creditors
in London who tried to attack him.
At that time, Justin had been having
another serious problem linked to his
immigration status. In fact after almost 10 years living in the UK, Justin
couldn’t renew his visa and was not
willing to go back home. He overstayed his permanence and became
therefore an illegal resident fleeing
from the police. One day however
the police arrested him.
When he came to us one month
after he was transferred to Colnbrook
coming from a prison in Dover, police caught him. Justin was
traumatised and sick; he showed real
signs of depression and claimed to
have had suicidal thoughts. He was
aware of his mental problems and
had asked for psychiatric assistance
which he could not acquire in
Colnbrook.
Justin claimed for asylum-seekerstatus, arguing of being at great risk,
of being killed by his creditors.
One day he had a serious clash with
20

Centres are the scene of suffering for migrants

one of his equally mentally disturbed
roommates in the detention centre.
To provide a single room and new environment for Justin and to offer him
the opportunity of better psychiatric
care which was lacking in Colnbrook,
the officers decided to transfer him to
Verne, another detention centre.
Things started to evolve well for
him at this new place where I went to
visit him while he was under treatment for depression. But the Home
Office has another logic in dealing
with illegal migrants and planned to
send him back to his country, though
the law doesn’t permit this with migrants with serious health and mental
problems. The decision was made for
deportation, regardless of the suicidal risk he was running, the
depression treatment he has been following, and the other physical
problems he had been facing. Justin
was opposed to the argument that he
could continue the treatment in his
own country; because of the danger
of people he owed money back home

and who were still waiting to be paid
back at any cost,
The Home Office decided to find
him a new location far from his region. This poor guy, economically
ruined by his own mistakes and
hunted by his creditors, mentally destroyed, sick and weak, orphan of
both parents and not even knowing
where the rest of his family back
home were, felt the whole world
falling around him. He had no power,
no means to challenge the Home Office’s decision and we too as JRS
volunteers and other organisations
which have tried their best to “defend” him felt powerless and
frustrated. Justin was getting more
and more depressed.
A little more than 2 months ago,
Justin was brought back to London
later in the evening and the day after,
very early in the morning, they deported him to India. During the last
phone conversation I had with him,
some hours before the “unpleasant
journey” back home, he was crying
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Colnbrook IRC

and sounded deeply disturbed and
confused. I am still waiting for a signal from him at least to know where
he is. Sad situation of a young man of
32 who sees his life falling apart .

Arif, a Bangladesh detainee
When I met him some months ago,
he was only 40 but had already been
the victim of 2 serious heart-attacks
and was struggling in a detention
centre to avoid a forced deportation
to Bangladesh his country where his
life is in danger. Mr Arif Uddin, this is
his name, is a Christian of Baptist denomination who left his country 12
years ago and arrived in the UK with
a normal visa of stay which he renewed once but then chose to
overstay, preferring to be an “illegal
immigrant” in the UK rather than a
“tortured prisoner” in his own country. In the UK, he has undertaken
some studies to improve his journalistic training and passed the rest of
his time doing some small jobs to
earn money partly for himself and
partly to support his family back
home.
Arif ’s misfortune began in the UK
the day he was caught by the police
for immigration reasons. He couldn’t
face the challenge of being put into
prison in Harmondsworth and later
being transferred into a detention
centre which in many aspects resembles a prison., He had his first
heart-attack. Brought quickly to the
hospital, the doctor succeeded in
treating him and the Home Office
Comboni Mission • Summer 2017

granted him the “privilege” to live in
a council house in the same town
where he had been living before, together with two other migrants, a
Congolese and an Ethiopian.
This time, Arif was sent to the detention centre of Colnbrook where I
met him in the course of my ministry
with detainees.
Recently Arif has become more and
more depressed with very little will to
fight for his rights and a better future.
His serious health problems and a
new flight ticket back home have
completely demoralised him and
made him lose confidence in himself
and in people.
Apart from our JRS team which
used to visit him weekly, pray with
him and accompany him, there are
other two organisations which try to
assist him, namely “Medical Justice”
and “Detention Action”. They are in
possession of his documentation re-

garding his numerous health troubles and all the medical reports from
the hospitals where he has been
treated.

None of the different help or assistance from JRS and the other
organisations, however, could save
Arif from deportation. Some weeks
ago, he was transferred to another
detention centre with the intention
to send him back to his country. All
our attempts to reach him were in
vain, making us experience again
frustration, powerlessness and deep
sadness in our hearts.
21
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Letters from readers are most welcome but we regret we cannot publish
them all. Some may be shortened due to lack of space.
You can also email us at: combonimission@eircom.net • leeds@comboni@org.uk
combonimissionaries@yahoo.com - Editor • vrf@carglw.fsnet.co.uk
Dear Fr John,
I wish to congratulate you on the
Spring edition of ‘Comboni Mission’.
The articles are numerous, varied and
extremely interesting. The obituary for
Fr Paul was very emotional. We loved
him and, obviously so did you. I’m
sure you get many compliments on
your publication, so I hope you will
accept another!
God bless and take care
Love Patricia,
Sunningdale, Berks

In memory of Fr Paul RIP

Dear Editor,
I read with interest the article (Spring
pg. 14 – The opening of the Comboni
Centre at Chiswick…) because I know
both Sisters in person (Natalia &
Graca). The article is interesting
because it shows the new goals and
concept of religion in this century. I

Srs Graca & Natalia
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I look forward to your next issue. I
hope you could open my images if not
let me know I will resend them.
God Bless you!
Helena
Dr.Elena Rowland
MSc.DLSHTM.Dipl.Psych

Sr Graca

think also that you should focus more
about personal qualities of Sister
Graca.
Graca is one of the most highlydedicated persons I have ever met. As
a young girl she felt the calling and
decided to follow religious vocation.
She decided to become an evangelist
and a missionary Sister. She went to
mission to Ethiopia and actually put
her life in danger to follow her
vocation. I heard the first time in my
life about the hardship of the Sidamo
people (I think I’ve got it right) in a
hostile region of Ethiopia. Water is in
the region only in rainy season and is
collected from muddy ponds. Flour is
mixed with mud to make a bread.
People are living in mud ‘houses’ with
cattle. Nevertheless, Graca enjoyed
living there as she loved hospitality of
people.
She built a church and taught the
Sidamo people about the basics of
hygiene. She spent among them
several years and then stayed in
Chiswick, where I met her.
She has an incredible energy and
enthusiasm. I am sending you a photo
where she organized the concert to
raise the funds for Sudan.
I wish her many years of joy in her
religious journey.

My Dear Verona Fathers,
Accept our condolences on the death
of Fr. Paul. My son Simon was a good
friend of his. I prayed for him and his
family.
I’m not well myself and have
undergone cancer operations. But
now feel better. We can ask nothing
more from Our Lord but for my
happy 86 years and how good he has
been to me and my 9 children .
Thank you for your great work; it
does my heart good when I think of
people like you with whom we all
work to build a better world.
God bless,
Mrs. J. Tingle,
Yorkshire
Dear John,
Congratulations
on the Spring
edition of
‘Comboni Mission’:
one of the best
issues I have seen
and read in recent
years. When, listing
the projects, you
could also mention
that: ‘these are only
some of the many
projects funded’ and there are others,
for instance the £20.000 sent for relief
of famine in South Sudan.
Cheers
Fr Franco,
Horsforth, Leeds
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New Comboni community in

Roehampton Parish

Fr. Tesfamichael Negusse, mccj, took possession of the Presbytery of St. Joseph Catholic Church,
Roehampton, on the 15th of October, last year.
is official installation as a
parish priest followed on Saturday, December 3rd, in the
presence of bishop Paul Hendricks,
one of the auxiliary bishops of the
Archdiocese of Southwark (South London). Another Comboni missionary,
Fr. Alberto Pelucchi, joined him at the
beginning of December as an assistant
priest and a second member of a
newly composed community (a third
confrere will eventually complete it,
sometime in the course of this year).
We have been asked repeatedly
“why has a Comboni community
taken over a parish in London? Is that
a truly missionary commitment for
you”?
Why in Roehampton, first of all? It
was the Jesuits who, after having
opened a formation House in the area
in 1861 (Manresa House), had
opened their private chapel to the
public in 1865 (no Catholic parish was
yet present in the Roehampton area)
and the same became parish in 1869.
A new permanent Church was then
built and dedicated to St. Joseph on

H
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March 18th 1881 (a year, needless to
say, rather significant for us Comboni
missionaries).
In those day, Roehampton was an
area made up largely by a rather numerous community of immigrants of
Irish origin who had found work and
a rather basic accommodation in the
area (in those days still quite a rural
area in greater London). As their living conditions changed many began
to move elsewhere and immigrants
from many parts of the world took
their places. To the point that the present population of the parish is made
up by a majority of first and second
generation of immigrants coming
from Asia (Philippines and India, in
particular), Africa (and Afro-Caribbean
countries), South America and various
European countries. It is quite a working-class area, much reflected in the
present housing estates and facilities.
If London is unique in its multi-ethnic
and multi-cultural milieu, so is Roehampton!
As missionaries, we have always
been involved in serving with and

working towards the creation of new
ecclesial communities. We believe that
this is also what we are doing here,
serving and working towards “(new)
shapes of the Church to come”, to
quote the title of a book written by a
famous Jesuit theologian.
We hope and trust that our missionary formation and experience can
contribute to building a new face of a
church, multi-ethnic and multi-cultural in character, where the main
challenge is, first, to believe that peoples who come from very different
worlds and church models, various
paths and faith experiences can learn
how to live, serve, share and worship
together, as one body. Second, to believe that different gifts and diversities
can become a source of reciprocal enrichment and give birth to something
new, a community truly ‘catholic’ in its
identity, composition and facets of life.
From the confusion of Babel to the
good news of Pentecost, in a word.
Quite a tall order, we know, but that
is the beauty of Christian mission and
faith. Do keep us in your prayer.
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Month of the Sacred Heart
30 MASSES
will be offered at our three mission centres in honour of
the Sacred Heart, for these and your intentions
For your spiritual
and material needs
and for health in
mind and body

For the needs of your
family, especially for
serenity, unity and the
practice of the faith

For peace and
justice in the world,
especially where
there is war and
conflict

For all Comboni
Missionaries of the
Heart of Jesus,
particularly those
who are ill or
exposed to danger

For sick and
terminally ill among
your relations
and friends

For any specific
intention(s) you may
wish to make

O, how much upon the Cross
Didst thy bowed head, O Christ,
Thy hands flung wide, Thy open heart Breathe forth love.
Son of God who didst come to redeem the lost,
Condemn not the redeemed
Crying out Thee from the valley of tears.
Good Jesu, hear thou our groaning,
And take not the measure of our crimes.
We implore thy wounded Heart,
O tender God
WRITE YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE SACRED HEART MASSES ON THE LEAFLET PROVIDED
AND RETURN TO YOUR NEAREST MISSION OFFICE.

Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk
www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.comboniyouth.org
www.combonimissionaries.ie
www.southworld.net

