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ur front page features an unusual
setting of Cathedral Churches. It
is where we spent 2017 doing our
Mission Appeals. Although it shows the
various cathedral buildings of the dioceses, where we ministered, it hopes
to represent the priests and people
who continue to maintain and support
our missionary work both at home and
abroad. In this edition of ‘Comboni
Mission’ you will be able to hear how
our priests savoured the weekly experience of being one with priests and
people in our joint-effort of being ‘missionary disciples’ {Pope Francis} Our big
thank you to all the priests and people of
the Dioceses of Salford, Cardiff, Oban,
and Anchory in Ireland.
Ending the year is a moment for looking back and taking in our experiences as
we moved along through the year. The
celebrations for the 150 years of our Congregation come to an end, recorded by
the Pilgrimage of our friends in Scotland.
St Daniel Comboni continues to inspire
and appear in the lives of so many.
Family and its concerns will occupy the
minds of many, the raising of children in a
harsh world. The larger family of peoples
too occupies our minds. How to care for
the earth as the garden entrusted to us by
God to be respected and guarded ‘God
saw all that he had made, and indeed it
was very good.’ {Gen 1:31} Continuously,
the disrespect for the balance of nature
causes disasters and death. The hurricanes throughout the Americas, Asia in
particular flooding and earthquakes.
The wars based on greed and power reducing many cities to ashes, Aleppo to
mention one, and the calamitous scenes
of frightened children, elderly, husband
and wife, fleeing from destruction heading to future sufferings. Many times,
powerless in face of the indifference of
governments towards this world-wide car-

By Fr John Downey

O

nage and destruction and the plight of
millions of refugees throughout the
world.
Yet hope never dies and we carry on inspired by our faith in a Provident God
who cares for us. Pope Francis speaks on
behalf of the downtrodden and speaks of
the mercy of God and a call to reconciliation and peace amongst peoples as he
makes his missionary journeys around
the globe. Many acts of heroism by people in face of disasters,
showing true solidarity
and the compassion of
the Good Samaritan.
We never cease to
work for peace and
justice. At this time of
rejoicing at the Birth
of Our Saviour we extend to all our
readers and friends a
peaceful and happy
Christmas and New
Year. May the Prince
of Peace be always
amongst us!
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“The 4th National Missionary Congress was the meeting of brothers
and sisters who shared their faith,
their struggles, their anguish, their
dreams, their hopes. During this
time, we felt the Holy Spirit,
strengthening our conviction that
being a missionary is a grace and
a responsibility”.
This is how the Final Message of the
4th National Missionary Congress of
Brazil ended in Recife, with over 700
participants from all parts of Brazil. The
event was organized by the PMS of
Brazil, the Episcopal Commission for
Missionary Animation and the Archdiocese of Olinda-Recife on the theme:
“The Joy of the Gospel for Church
that goes forth”.
“The example of martyrs and
prophets like Dom Helder Câmara
helped us look at Brazil, immersed
in a deep crisis that affects us and
many impoverished, excluded and
marginalized brothers and sisters”,
is written in the message, denouncing
the reinforcement of neoliberal policies
that restrict the rights and deteriorate
the situation of workers, indigenous
peoples, fishermen, and those living in
other geographic and existential suburbs. Labour, security, politics and
education reforms, such as the resumption of privatization, show that
Comboni Mission • Winter 2017

the government and the National Congress have turned their backs on the
people. It also emphasizes corruption
and lack of ethics, the political class and
other sectors of society, which have led
to desperation of Brazilians.
“We are angry to see the devastation of the Amazon and the
degradation of nature”, continues
the text, which reaffirms: “This reality,
far from discouraging us, imposes
a vigorous missionary action on
us”.
The last part presents some commitments, first of all that “for children,
teenagers and young people to be
the protagonists of the mission,
wherever they are”. Therefore “we
reaffirm the vocation of Christian
laity as subjects in mission. We confirm
the
testimony
of
the
consecrated, seminarians, ordained ministers - deacons, priests
and bishops - who increasingly assume mission as a response to
God’s call.
Guided by the Holy Trinity, we live
our vocation in communion, engaged as a Church that goes forth
and promotes the encounter and
proclaims the joy of the Gospel to
all”.
“Everything with the mission,
nothing without mission.”
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Getting to know the

Fr John Downey

Comboni Missionaries
A Comboni Missionary, Fr Joseph Pasolini, directs a large radio station in
Uganda. It was inspired by the mission of the Comboni missionaries to be
present in areas of mass media. In this report Fr Pasolini points out to us the
impact of Radio Pacis:

Uganda

‘The only FM radio station operating in the West Nile region and Northern
Uganda - at the service of the people and the church.’

‘Radio Pacis - Growing in Strength’
“Radio Pacis is serving the region
since 2004”. It operates on the frequencies of 90.9fm and 94.5fm from
Arua and 101.4fm from Gulu. The
main broadcast languages are Lögbara, Kakwa, Alur, Madi Luo and
English programmes on all the frequencies. The station trusts in its
powerful output and the strategic
position of the main antenna to
cover the entire West Nile region and
parts of Northern Uganda, the DR.

Congo and South Sudan”.
Radio Pacis format is a mix of
news-talk, religious and secular
music. The station presents local, regional national and international
news, documentaries and dramas
from the villages. Sports are presented daily and community service
programmes, locally known as We
Go Forward, are dealt with in all the
local languages. In Rural Debates the
issues are discussed by members of

A radio Pacis presenter

t’s early morning, the sun rises
behind the green hills of Arua.
People are moving and the first
fires can be seen. From a group of
huts a loud voice wishes “good
morning”. It’s the voice of the
speaker of Radio Pacis, the only FM
station operating in West Nile,
Northern Uganda.
Father Joseph Pasolini, a Comboni
Missionary who has lived in the
country for almost forty years, is the
director of the Radio. He told us:

I
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A programme on air
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relay the programming to that area
of northern Uganda. Since then
Radio Pacis has grown in its offer of
programmes: entertainment, music
and information, targeting the holistic development of the human
person and community”.

BBC recognition as
‘Radio Station of the Year’
The Radio station building

the local communities. “This very interactive programme is particularly
loved by listeners – continued the director – they enjoy the opportunity
of ‘having their say’ through Radio
Pacis, both during the time of
recording – in front of their leaders –
and later, on broadcast to a very
large audience”.
The station offers specialty programmes Monday to Sunday,
including musical interludes. The
Cultural Perspective offers debates
in Lögbara and Kakwa, each Sunday.
The popular Good Morning West
Nile runs from 6.00am to 9.00am
Monday to Friday. The programme is
popularly known as The People’s
Voice segment. It is one of the best
examples of citizen journalism. The
comical and humorous In Daa Mood
Programme is a chat-show. One inspirational religious programme
aired on Radio Pacis since the beginning is the Scripture Moment. It runs
in English, Lögbara, Kakwa, Alur,
Luo and Madi. It is very popular

Active role
Journalists at the Radio said that political affairs have an important place
in the Radio: The current political,
social and economic issues prevailing in the region are discussed every
Saturday in the West Nile We Want
show. Leaders are invited to speak to
the local community. The latest entry
in the schedule is the Conflict Sensitive Journalism programme. It
promotes a conflict sensitive approach to news coverage and
programming. It advocates that
media practitioners take a more active role in finding solutions to
conflicts within their jurisdiction
through their daily journalistic work.
West Nile is a multiethnic region.
People speak a variety of languages,
Comboni Mission • Winter 2017

making it difficult – if not impossible
– for all-inclusive programming on
radio. Yet radio remains the media
tool to reach all the communities of
the region. The radio is the only
medium that can reach and deliver
programmes, news and advertisements to communities unreachable
by other electronic media in the region. Radio Pacis offers the listeners
a strong, clear signal that reaches the
entire West Nile with quality programming and reasonable rates.

Radio Pacis is now seeking a licence
to be able to broadcast from Kampala targeting primarily the people
of Northern Uganda (Lögbara,
Kakwa, Alur, Madi, Acholi) who live
and work there. Father Pasolini recalled that: “In 2007, the BBC World
Service sponsored a competition celebrating the excellence of English
language radio journalism in Africa.
The judges selected Radio Pacis as
the “New Radio Station of the Year”,

Starting up in February 2008
Father Pasolini recounted for us the
history of the Radio: “The radio station is owned by Arua Diocese and
requests to have the radio were
echoed in two diocesan synods:
1994 and 1999. In 2001, Bishop
Emeritus Frederick Drandua appointed two missionaries with the
mandate to initiate the radio station.
In February 2008, the radio began
broadcasting 48 hours a week. Later
this expanded to cover the whole
day, well into the night. In June
2008, a process was begun to research the feasibility of putting
another mast in Gulu in order to

Two journalists hold aloft the trophy

in all of Africa!”
The BBC wrote: “Radio Pacis is a
fine example of what a community
radio station based outside the capital can do. The judges are convinced
Radio Pacis contributes significantly
to knowledge and development in

Fr Pasolini receives the BBC award
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By Limone ministry team (translated by Fr John Downey mccj)

African legends
Part 2
We continue our series recalling the heroism and dedication of African
legends who have inspired the African people to be free and independent.
St Daniel Comboni wished ‘To save Africa with Africa’ and this deep
desire continues to be realised in these outstanding characters.
Joseph Ki-Zero
(1922 - 2006)

of eight volumes on the history of
Africa. From 1972 to 1978 he was a
member of the Council of UNESCO.
In 1980, he founded a Centre for
African Development. From 1980 to
1998 he took part in political activity also undergoing exile. In 1992,
he received the alternative Nobel
Prize.

“To truly save Africa is
not money or aid ... What
is important is not means
but conditions. Africa
must be allowed to
rebuild. Africa must ‘be’
rather than ‘have’.”

Jean Marc Ela (1936 - 2008)

Joseph Ki-Zero

He was born at Toma, Burkina Faso.
His father had been the first
Christian and Catechist of Burkina
Faso. Thanks to his great intellectual capacity he won a bursary to the
University of Sorbonne. During that
period, he came to understand that
his country and all Africa would be
able to be reborn by uniting to free
itself from European colonialism.
He wrote numerous books, among
which stands out an encyclopaedia
6

He was a Cameroonian, and was
born of a middle-class family. He
was ordained a priest in 1964. Later
he graduated in theology at the
University of Strasburg and
obtained a doctorate in sociology at
the Sorbonne. In 1970, he returned
to the Cameroon to minister in a
very poor rural area. He became
aware of the economic exploitation
of the people and that the Christian
message was not liberating his people fully. In 1984, he began his
career of professor at Yaoundé but
continued to work amongst the
poor. Because of the strong criticism against State corruption and

Jean Marc Ela

the refusal of the Church to be with
the oppressed and downtrodden,
he chose exile and settled in Canada
where he taught sociology until the
end of his life. He is considered the
greatest African exponent of liberation theology.

“My theological reflection
was born in the villages
beneath the trees and in
dialogue with the poor
peasants, reading the
Bible with African eyes.”

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

Christophe Munzihirwa

Clementina Anuarite
Nengapeta (1939 - 1964)

Julius Kambarage Nyerere
(1922 - 1999)

Born at Wamba, in the North of the
Democratic Republic of Congo, at
eighteen years of age she qualified
as a teacher. At twenty she pronounced her first religious vows in
the African congregation of the Holy
Family. She taught in the Primary
School and was busy with other jobs
in her community. In 1961 a campaign against Europeans broke out.
In 1964 the situation worsened and
then began a massacre aimed at
eliminating all Europeans, their
friends and collaborators. Anuarite
showed her opposition towards
such abuses. One day a colonel
demanded openly to her Superior
that he wished to take a girl and he
chose Anuarite but she strongly

He came from Butiama, in the
North of Tanzania. After secondary
studies in Uganda he graduated in
history
and
economics
in
Edinburgh. With his return home in
1952 he began his work as a teacher
and his political engagement distinguished itself by its moral integrity.
When Tanganyika became independent (1960) he was chosen as
Prime Minister and in 1962 he
became state President and in 1964
President of Tanzania. After various
re-elections, he resigned in 1985.
Under his leadership he promoted
peaceful transitions, social equality
and rejection of tribalism. In those
years, he never managed to further
the economic development of his
country but he bequeathed a high
level of education, social unity, free
from economic disparity. He is seen
as the great promoter of the African
Union.

Christophe Munzihirwa
(1926 - 1996)
He came from the province of Kivu,
Democratic Republic of Congo. In
1958, he became a priest and
entered the Jesuits (1963). He specialised in Social Sciences at the
University of Louvain. He occupied
different offices as formator and the
Superior of the Jesuits of Central
Africa. He stood out owing to his
courage and forcefulness during the
dictatorship of Mobutu. In 1986, he
was appointed bishop. He is considered a man of courage, truth and
high moral stature, symbol of a people who through peaceful resistance
said no to war. His social commitment and denunciation of political
intrigues with the violation of
human rights led him to remain
with the people in the most dramatic episodes. In 1996, he was killed
by a Rwandan military gang.

“War is always the madness
of an individual or a group
that provokes violence so as
to arrive at power and
remain there... a nation is
above all the desire of each
day to wish to live together,
forgetting the dark shadows
of the past.”
Comboni Mission • Winter 2017

“I would like to remind
you of something you
already know: despair is
the biggest sin of
Christianity! Whatever
may be the disappointments and drawbacks,
we must not give up!

Clementina Anuarite Nengapeta

refused. The military officer beat
her repeatedly and she died uttering words of pardon towards her
aggressor. In 1985, she was proclaimed Blessed.

“Kill only myself! I forgive
you for you do not know
what you are doing. This
is what I have wished.
This is what I have
wished.”

Julius Kambarage Nyerere
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Comboni Missionary
Friends 150th
Anniversary Pilgrimage
to Verona, Limone, Padua

6th to 13th September 2017
n early September, over 45 of us
from
Glasgow,
Edinburgh,
Northern Ireland, including half
a dozen Ugandans living in London,
descended on Italy. This was a pilgrimage in honour of St Daniel

I

Pilgrimage banner
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Comboni and the missionary group
he founded 150 years ago. Led by Fr
John Clark, our base was the Don
Bosco Institute in Verona from
where we made daily excursion to
the various places.

The first day we visited the Mazza
Institute where Daniel Comboni
studied and made his commitment
to missionary work in Africa. We
then visited the Comboni Mother
House where we had our first Mass.
In the afternoon we visited the
African Museum’s rich collection of
artefacts from the diverse places
and cultures that the missionaries
have touched.
On the second day we travelled to
Padua and had Mass in St. Anthony's
Basilica and visited St Anthony’s
tomb and relics. We met a member
of the family of Fr Ezekiel Ramin, a
Comboni Missionary who was martyred in 1985 in Brazil for defending
the poor indigenous people against
rich landowners. We were invited by
Fr Ezekiel’s family and Parish
Community for lunch after which
we visited and prayed at Fr Ezekiel’s
tomb.

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

After mass celebrated at Verona

The third day was dedicated to a
walking tour of Verona. Led by a
fantastic local guide, we took in the
Castelveccchio,
the
Arena
/Coliseum, the Piazza Bra etc. Some
of us also visited the famous Romeo
& Juliet Balcony! During the tour
we stopped over and celebrated
Mass at St Tomeo; a Church run by

the Comboni Missionaries.
The fourth day was a Sunday. We
travelled to Venice and experienced
the rising of the water, which at one
point was almost knee deep! Wet
though it was, some of us took a
walking tour led by a local guide,
winding through the many churches, monuments and attractions
along the Grand Canal to St Mark's
Square where we celebrated Mass in
St Mark's Basilica.
On the fifth day we visited the
Motherhouse of the Comboni
Sisters, enjoyed their hospitality and
had Mass in their beautiful Chapel.

Venice

Lake Garda
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In the afternoon we visited the
beautiful lakeside town of Sirmione
on the southern point of Lake
Garda. We had free time to enjoy
the town’s famous ice cream and to
tour this medieval historic old town
with its beautiful Churches and
Castle. Others enjoyed a boat ride
on Lake Garda.
We were privileged on the sixth
day to visit Limone, the birthplace
of Daniel Comboni, including the
house and the actual room in which
he was born, and the very kitchen in
which his mother cooked the family
meal. Part of the house is now a
Chapel and this is where we had a
very emotional, touching and memorable Mass. We also visited the
museum dedicated to the life and
works of Daniel Comboni. We
spent the afternoon walking along
Lake Garda and experiencing the
beautiful and tranquil environment
that the young Daniel Comboni
abandoned for the sake of God’s
work in the harsh climate of Africa.
On the seventh day we had our
final Mass in the Chapel of the Don
Bosco Institute. We returned home
having been profoundly touched by
St
Daniel Comboni’s missionary
journeys and especially his vision
that was clearly beyond its time. The
pilgrimage has left a lasting impression on quite a few of us. We pray
that it may inspire us to be missionaries to others in one way or the
other.
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Adrian Hastings

Every
Golden
Scale

The Opening of the Nile Basin
Writings by Members of the Catholic Mission
to Central Africa on the Geography and
Ethnography of the Sudan, 1842-1881 – ed
Elias Toniolo & Richard Hill
he middle of the 19th century was not one of the famous
moments of Catholic history, though it was a time when
many new beginnings were afoot. This is certainly true
of the missionary field and the present collection of extracts
from the writings of missionaries in the Sudan witnesses to
how good some things and men could be – even at a rather unpropitious time. While Rome and Europe were being shaken
by the revolution of 1848, a little group of Slovene and Italian
priests was struggling to establish their mission on the Upper.
Nile, at Khartoum and then at that almost fabulously remote
place, Gondokoro. The group was full of heroes – Fr Ryllo, a
Polish Jesuit, its first leader until his death in a matter of
months; the gay, courageous Italian priest Angelo Vinco, a

T
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“Gentleman of Verona” and a splendid linguist, the first to die
right in the front line, at Gondokoro in January 1853.
In human terms the mission seemed a failure: 22 men died
between 1851 and 1858 and others had to return, broken in
health, to Europe. Yet how much they achieved amidst their
illnesses and their long journeys. Like all good Catholic missionaries they concentrated at first on their gardens and their
fruit trees, on language studies, on writing up their journals,
a small school, a general expression of disapproval with the
slave trade. They were poor, they were not political lobbyists
or professional explorers but they were – as is abundantly clear
from their writings deeply concerned with the totality of
human life. Dr lgnaz Knoblecher was the great figure of the
early period. A Slovene, he succeeded Fr Ryllo as Vicar Apostolic and worked incessa ntly until he died, still only 38 but
quite worn out, in 1858. Known up and down the Nile as
Abuna Suleiman, dressed in a white turban and a dark flowing purple robe, he found time not only to establish mission
stations and learn several languages but to put together long
manuscripts on botany and geology which are now in Rome,
and on the Bari and the Dinka which are in the National Library of Vienna.
What strikes one so forcibly from this book is that the midnineteenth-century missionary, like the mid- twentieth-century
one, was not preaching a merely other-worldly message. He
was concerned all the time with peace, development, scientific knowledge, popular education. The Gospel of the
kingdom is the burden of the cares of this world and that was
why, for example, when these men struck by heavy and continuing losses had to leave their mission among the Dinka, the
latter cried and demanded: “If you abandon us, who will defend us from the Danagla armed men, when they come to take
away our children? You have helped our poor and cared for
our sick; who will console and cure us?” However little they
had really been able to achieve, a sense of the Gospel of liberation was communicated clearly enough.
We must be grateful to Fr Toniolo and Richard Hill for selecting and editing so carefully this collection of writings. It is
a most useful contribution to the study of nineteenth century
Africa and its Christian mi ssionaries.
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Third Joyful Mystery
The Birth of our Lord
Joseph travelled from the
town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Bethlehem to
be registered together
with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with child.
While they were there,
the time came for her to
have her child, and she
gave birth to a son, her
first-born.
She wrapped him in
swaddling clothes and
laid him in a manger
because there was no
room for them at the inn.
(From Luke 2:1-7)
Mary, you are the Mother
of Jesus and Mother of
God. Your Son chose to
be born poor that we
might learn to set our
hearts on His Kingdom
and not on prestige or
possessions.
As we share with the
poor the treasure of the
faith, help us to build a
world of justice, love and
peace.
Comboni Mission • Winter 2017

I was hungry......thirsty......
without a home or clothes
and you took care of me.
11

Mission Appeal work forms the bulk of our ministry here in England,
Scotland and Ireland. At the closing of 2017 we wish to present our readers
with some reflections highlighting how important it is. Here five of our
Mission Appealers give us their views.

From our Mission Appeal Organiser

Fr Franco Mastromauro
I have been asked by our Comboni
Magazine Editor to write about my
personal experience of this year’s
Mission Appeals in the Diocese of
SALFORD (the whole of Manchester
area and part of Lancashire).
I would like to start by saying that
when I first wrote to all the Parish
Priests of Salford Diocese at the beginning of last November 2016,
within the first weeks around 30% of
the Priests had already answered giving me the dates when we could visit
their Parishes, preach about the Missions and appeal for spiritual and
financial support to our Missions in
Africa, Central and South America
and some countries in the Far east of
Asia.
The generosity of our Clergy in
England and Wales is encouraging to
us Missionaries as they understand
very well that without that support
we could not “be missionaries” and
do all that missionaries do very often
among poor populations. Some of
the clergy have spent a period of
years in the Missions and so are very
sympathetic to our request to Appeal
in their Parishes.
At the end of my job of booking
Appeals for a whole year on behalf of
all our four Communities in England, between 85% and 95%, varying
from Diocese to Diocese, respond to
my letters or telephone calls and
give us permission to visit their
Parishes.
It is an incredibly high and generous response that shows how openminded and good-hearted our
Diocesan Clergy are towards the
12

Fr Franco Mastromauro

great “mission of the Church” according to Jesus’ command to his
Apostles: “Go and teach all Nations”.
Such generosity and Priestly Brotherhood is confirmed when we
missionaries arrive at their presbytery door steps and are welcomed by
our Priests with a friendly smile and
a ………. hot cup of tea! They immediately make us feel that we are
“at home” or at least among friends
who go out of their way to welcome
us while we are in their Parishes.
That friendliness is repeated by the
volunteers who help the priests
around the church. People who volunteer to give out our missionary

leaflets at the church doors or even
drive us missionaries from one
church to another wherever the
Parish has more than one church
clustered.
One of the moving experiences
that we Fathers have all made is
when at the end of a Mass some elderly parishioner comes up to the
Priest and showing an old picture of
the Sacred Heart says: “Father I received this picture from one of your
missionaries many years ago and I
have kept it in my prayer book for all
these…….40, 45, 50 years!”.
What a gem and love for Missions
and for our Fathers who have been
travelling up and down the roads
U.K. for more than 50 years preaching about “The Mission” of the
Church in so many churches. Would
you like to hear of another gem? It is
when after a Mass some parishioner
comes up to the missionary and says
to him: “Thank you Father for coming to preach to us”. To hear that, is
enough to reward the missionary for
all the trouble that he takes to drive
for hundreds of miles at times under
the rain or in the cold and snow to
reach the Parishes.
We Verona (Comboni) Fathers are
very grateful for and proud of the
way we are welcomed by the Bishops, the Clergy and the Catholics in
this country. May God bless them all.
Next year beginning in January, in
2018, God willing, we shall be visiting all the Parishes in Birmingham
Archdiocese where we have many
friends and supporters whom we
would like to meet.
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A simple ‘thank you’
Mission appeals are always for me
moments of apprehension and joy.
The apprehension comes from
finding the right place, where to
find the presbytery. Sometimes the
sat-nav gets a bit confused because
of a new one way system just put
in place. Nevertheless,in spite of all
the odds, I have always been able
to reach the church on time.
The joy comes from the many varieties
of
parishioners
the
missionary priest has the opportunity to meet. All welcoming and
interesting about the time I spent
in the mission field. Sometimes I
have met people who were coming
from Cairo where I have been ministering for 17 Years in the church
of St. Joseph. To my surprise I
have even met someone from Lon-

Fr Angelo Anzioli

don who came to my English mass in
Cairo.

What has been also very moving
to me has been the hospitality of
certain families. They have given
me the spare room they have so to
give me accommodation since the
parish priest was away. It was nice
to feel accepted as one of their
family. Sharing the same meal, the
story of their lives their ups and
downs, their struggle to bring up
their children, and their satisfaction to see them fulfilled in their
lives.
Another thing that has touched
me has been the response to the
missionary appeal. I always feel
moved by people’s generosity. I always assure them that not a single
penny they have given will be lost
but will go the needs of the people.

Those behind us
I have spent nearly 25 years doing
weekend mission appeals in the hierarchies of England and Wales,
Scotland and Ireland. The generosity of the Catholic faithful has
been absolutely amazing and the
hospitality and friendship of the
host priests so hard to beat. Despite the many scandals that have
plagued the Catholic Church in
these parts of the world and severe
battering financial crises and austerity moments, people have been
unflagging in contributing to the
work of the missionary church at
home and abroad with their
prayers, moral and financial support. I say this as a Comboni
Missionary in the London Province
where I have worked in the Mission Offices of Dublin, Glasgow,
Leeds and Dawson Place. It was in
these places where I witnessed, at
first hand, the truth of the widow’s
Comboni Mission • Winter 2017

Fr John Clark

mite…
Distinctive of Scottish Catholics is
their overwhelming generosity. Their
Celtic-Gallic faith roots embody a
strong missionary spirit of sharing

and helping. One can easily detect
the powerful influence of the great
missionary spirits of Saints Patrick,
Columba, Ninian and Cuthbert
that have been cultivated in the
past among the faithful by a strong
Irish supply of missionary clergy in
so many parishes here.
At the end of the day for me, it
has always been the rich experience of faith and knowledge of life
that I gained living with the Brazilian poor, indigenous peoples and
landless farmers where I spent
some twenty years. They helped
me to be more human, to have a
big heart and become a better man
of God. Without any regrets whatsoever, together with the Brazilian
People and the thousands of people I have met travelling the roads
of these isles, I sincerely say
THANK YOU and GOD REWARD
YOU.
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By Stefanie Glinski

South Sudan
Catholic Cathedral Becomes Refuge
for Displaced People

The Catholic cathedral in Wau

The Catholic cathedral in Wau, South Sudan’s second largest
city, is now a sanctuary for more than 10,000 people who have
fled the country’s vicious civil war, but with insecurity rife and
markets collapsed, help is scarce and food is in short supply.
Saint Mary’s Cathedral, a solid redbrick building, soars above the many
crowded makeshift shelters, pitched
on whatever available ground can be
found. Space is at such a premium that
some people even sleep next to the
church’s altar. The official UN camp on
the other side of the city is the most
congested protection of civilians site in
the country – almost 40,000 people
shelter on 200,000 square metres of
land.

Victims’ stories
Maria is disabled and elderly. Saint
Mary’s, the largest church in South
Sudan, has been home to her for
longer than a year.
Shot in the hip during a cattle raid
when she was six years old, her family
was able to care for her until last year,
when all were killed in an attack on
their village. Maria was the sole survivor.
“Soldiers burned our houses,
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took our cattle, and almost murdered my whole village”, she said. “I
don’t know why I was spared, but I
was left alone and helpless”.
Wau, in the country’s northwest,
had initially been spared the violence
when civil war broke out in 2013 between forces loyal to President Salva
Kiir and rebels led by his former
deputy, Riek Machar. In April this year,
at least 16 civilians were killed by rampaging government soldiers in the city
following an ambush that killed two of
their commanders, allegedly committed by rebels belonging to the region’s
Fertit ethnic group.
Wau was again purged in June by
the army and allied militia in terrible
scenes of violence. As many as 400
people may have been killed.

Parish priest speaks out
“Those who flee believe that even
rebels still fear God and would not
slaughter civilians in the backyard

of a church”, said Father Moses
Peter, parish priest at Saint Mary’s,
“Many other churches have also
taken in hundreds of people”.
However, Father Peter referenced a
climate of growing tensions that has
seen increased threats to relief workers. “This puts an extra level of
stress on aid staff and makes their
work increasingly difficult – and
unsafe”, he said. “Between hunger
and insecurity, people face a lot of
pressure here”.
The frontline in the civil war is close
– less than 30 kilometres from the
city’s outskirts. Given that some six
million people in the countryside are
also in need of food aid, nobody at
Saint Mary’s will be going home anytime soon.

Hunger threatens all
Hasan is a Sudanese trader who grew
up in Wau. He said the food shortages
were also a result of the collapse of the
local economy, in what should be a
highly fertile region.
“A lot of food is brought in from
Sudan and there could be enough
for all”, he said, standing in his small
shop, which was filled with more laundry detergent than food items.
“Inflation and conflict are the
real issues”, Hasan said. “If people
had money, food would be available to them. But with the ongoing
war and most people having fled
lootings, they are left with nothing”.
In the meantime, the 61-year-old
cathedral provides what succour it can.
Juda, an elderly man sitting in front of
murals of African saints, has gone blind
over the past year. “I have nothing to
return to, so I will wait here in the
church”, he said. “I’m confident that
food will come again soon, but I’m
not confident about peace. If it
doesn’t come, I don’t know if I’ll
ever have a place to call home
again besides this church”.
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Sending Aid to South Sudan….
to Mapuordit and Yirol where Comboni Missionaries are ministering.
he people of South Sudan are starving and severely
malnourished. Men, women and children are on the
brink of starvation. Nearly 4.9 million people are in
urgent need of food. Ongoing war and drought make receiving food difficult and dangerous.
Our London Province has sent a sizeable amount to assist
in stemming the famine threats as have many other Comboni Provinces throughout Europe. The catholic community
of Viewpark, Scotland forwarded £8.000 as have many other
churches and benefactors.
Our brothers and sisters in South Sudan also need our
prayers for a lasting peace. Fast for a day, offering your
prayers for the hungry and thirsty around the world.
The epidemic of cholera started in Aerial in September
2016 and reached Yirol in May 2017. An emergency project
was put into action aimed at supplying the Cholera treatment Centre of Mary Immaculate hospital.
“We set out to reduce deaths and disease due to starvation and
water borne diseases in the area.” writes Dr. Br. Paolo Rizzetto
mccj from South Sudan.
The activities included the purchase of various food items
and construction of 2 wells to provide clean drinking water
for the population. Also lifesaving drugsand medical equipment for the hospital. Since its inception, May 16, 2017, the
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Famine victims queue for food in Yirol

Centre has welcomed many patients.
To ease the famine threats in Mapuordit many food items
such as maize flour, sorghum, beans,oil, sugar and toiletries
were brought in and helped to alleviate the dangers of starvation for several village populations.
The Doctor, Paul Rizzetto, Comboni Brother, engaged in
this workj thanks sincerely all who have contributed so generously towards this Appeal. May God reward them.
Recent news from South Sudan:
FR Daniele Moschetti on the condition of South Sudan

Fr. Daniele Moschetti on the
condition of South Sudan

“It is too easy to describe the conflict in
South Sudan as exclusively ethnic. The
struggle for power, corruption, poor
management of military, political leadership, of resources and the lack of
basic freedom are real situations that
complicate the conflict strongly”, writes
to Fides Fr. Daniele Moschetti, a Comboni missionary who served in South
Sudan for six years, a Country devastated by a dramatic civil war which
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broke out in December 2013. “Ethnic
divisions have remained a constant
feature of southern Sudan society
for many decades. In the past, they
weakened the struggle for liberation and this is an important factor
in the current civil war. The rich
ethnic diversity of this beautiful
Country should be a cause of celebration, not of suffering”, the
missionary said.
Fr. Daniele emphasizes the violence
suffered by civilians, especially women
and children, reporting some testimonies such as that of Mary, 23, a
mother of five, who says: “The only
way to be safe for women and girls
is to be dead. There is no way of
being safe if you are alive. It is horrible to say, but this is the
situation...”.
Even the Combonis saw some of their
missions destroyed such as Lomin, Ka-

joKeji, in the province of Equatoria. It
fell into the hands of rebels before
and government troops after. It was
plundered and totally destroyed;
one of the best organized missions
in our southern Sudan province,
and situated in what was the most
fertile and peaceful area, now devastated”, comments Fr. Daniele. “Our
Comboni brothers and sisters have
decided to follow the people who
have moved to refugee camps in
Uganda. Life there is really tough,
there are no necessary services to
live but not even to survive. When
you have millions of refugees to
handle, the humanitarian problem
becomes big for everyone. Hope is
not dead, it continues to live in
these people who struggle every day
to survive with the desire of redemption and to return to their
land one day.”
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www.southworld.net

SYRIA

Hope In Flower
At ‘Gospel House’ for the care of
the elderly, Sister Valentina
Sakker, 85, looks after her
patients. During the conflict, the
house was on the front line.
Sister Valentina stayed with her
charges to defend and protect
them.
hose were seven years of hell.
Before the war, Homs had a
population of 800,000. The
city was founded around 2300 BC
and was known to the Romans as
Emesa. Today, due to the war, it is a
broken and deserted city. It had become a symbol of the 2011 revolt
against Bashar el Assad, the ‘capital
of the revolution’.
Last May, the third largest city in
Syria, after four years of unrelenting
siege, was completely taken over by
Damascus and “freed of all armed
opposition”, in the words of the
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Sr Valentina

regime after the controlled evacuation of the last district of Al-Waer.
In accordance with the agreement
between the two parties, the armed
rebels and their families were taken
to Idlib – they left the city with covered faces and were allowed to keep
light arms for self-defence along with

the political opposition – and forces
loyal to the president took over the
city. The anti-Assad rebels, having
lost the ‘martyr city’ of Aleppo,
Homs – greatly reduced after the
heavy government offensive of 2014
– and almost the whole of Damascus, are now dug in in most of the
province around Aleppo along the
Turkish border as well as at Idlib and
its surroundings.

“To protect them”

Destruction by war in Syria
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From the roof of the Old People’s
Home it is possible to see the old
part of the city of Homs, all that is
left of it: bombed out buildings, destroyed minarets and steeples,
rubble and ruins. “I didn’t want to
leave these old people alone or
abandon my post, Sister Valentina
tells us, so when the bombing
started I had the old people sit in the
middle of the corridor to protect
them from projectiles launched from
both positions”.
Sister Valentina Sakker, a
Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

eral panic. We succeeded in contacting the commander of the Syrian
army and told him clearly that we
supported neither side but were just
doing our duty of taking care of the
poor and the elderly”.

Jasmine buds

Visiting victims of the war

Lebanese, born in 1931, is the director of the Home for the care of the
elderly, founded in the eighties by a
Presbyterian priest and today run together by the Sisters of the Sacred
Heart and the Lutheran churches.
The building now houses about
fifty elderly people. “Even during the
conflict, the number remained the
same”, Sr. Valentina recalls. The religious Sister is small and slim but
tenacious and unstoppable. She
climbs stairs without a pause for
breath, takes a look to see if things
are going well in the kitchen and lays
the table, all the time chatting with
the residents. At 85, not even the war
could stop her. Since 2011 she has
taken care of, defended and protected the elderly in the home
situated on one of the fronts con-

tested by the opposition and the Syrian army, in the city quarter of Bab
As Sibaa.
In February 2012, when everywhere was closed and blocked off,
the government army occupied the
school next to the Old People’s
Home while the streets were ruled
by the Free Syrian Army (FSA). A few
months later, in May, the conflict between the Syrian regime and the FSA
intensified more than ever, involving
the Old People’s Home.
Sr. Valentina recalls: “Some militants entered the house and started
firing a rocket launcher at the regime
positions from a window. The soldiers of the regime began shooting
at the house. There were many
wounded and one of our Sisters, Sr.
Christina, was killed. There was gen-

We walked down the stairs together
and out into the garden. “When I get
angry, I come here and my anger
passes”, Sr. Valentina tells us as she
carefully gathers the white jasmine
buds. The garden of the Old People’s Home is an oasis of peace. The
scent of roses and orange blossoms
fills the air. Just for an instant, the
greyness, the dust and the surrounding destruction seem to

Sr Valentina happy in her work

Continuing the bloodshed
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vanish. “It was formerly a forest but
look how marvellous it is now. In the
midst of such violence and despair,
God continues to make the flowers
bloom. You can smell the aroma of
the oranges. It is hope that is in
flower”.
The Reverend Mofid Karayili, of
the Presbyterian church of Homs
works alongside Sister Valentina in
the Old People’s Home. Together
they kept the Home open and prepared a Chapel as a place of prayer
for Protestants and Catholics. “We
worked side by side, trusting in Providence, the young pastor explained.
His gaze again rests on the ever-smiling face of the elderly Sister as she
said: “I will stay here as long as they
need me. For now I see no reason to
leave. On the contrary, I have to
make a new beginning”. (L.P.)
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Fr John Clark

A ‘YES’ THAT
MEANT/MEANS
EVERYTHING

he Christmas Faith Story began with a yesaffirmation, both from God the Father, through the
power of the Holy Spirit and from a teenage virgin,
Mary of Nazareth, the daughter of Joachim and Anne. Her
decisive freely-given ‘yes’ “be it done unto me according
to your word” said it all. It must have meant everything to
God; for the human race too, both God’s ‘yes’ and Mary’s
‘yes’means everything. God’s coming into the world
through His Incarnate Son of love had been finally guaranteed.
In all the Christmas celebration ritual where we recall
God’s unique coming , the fruit of His Yes, we see the star
of Bethlehem, we hear the angels singing “Glory to God in
the highest” in the fields to the fearful shepherds, we smell
the heavy breathing of stable animals, we behold the newly
born infant Jesus lying in the manger. Among His first
visitors were the outcast shepherds who were the first ones
to acknowledge their “Good Shepherd”. Later the Magi
would readily cross the threshold of the stable carrying
their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
In the middle of all this scenario stand the two prophetic
figures of Mary and Joseph, great collaborators in
launching the Kingdom of God on earth. She who had
been carrying divine life in her womb for the past nine
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months had become so profoundly rooted in creation with
the Holy Spirit. She, truly feminine, fully woman, a real
mother, a woman of a ‘yes’ that completely committed her
to a future where a tremendous great faith would be
needed.
Christmas is a great Christian feast commemorating
Jesus’ arrival in our midst two thousand years ago. Just as
on that first Christmas morn in the days of the Pax Romana,
so in today’s era of the Pax Americana, humankind still
hungers for justice and peace; people want to see the end
to all sense-less violence and the establishment of fair
systems of governments in many lands across this planet.
With Mary’s yes, the history of the world could never be
the same. Many today feel threatened and still grapple to
understand the true meaning of the birth of that
defenceless tiny baby. Yes, indeed, Mary would never be “a
yes woman”, that kind of a very weak person who would
agree to anything. On the contrary, God must have surely
known whom He was choosing to be His Mother. God’s
YES and Mary’s Yes tell the world of today that Christmas
takes place in the real world, with real people, with
suffering and poor humanity, on December 25th, 2017,
wherever we live in the UK, Ireland and anywhere else in
the world.
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Sunningdale
welcomes

GERT
(Group of
Theological
Reflection)

ur community at Sunningdale was happy to welcome
the members of Gert as they
gathered for their annual meeting
from 25 September to 28 September.
It is a group of theological reflection
providing ways and directions on
how to implement our missionary
ministry throughout the Congregation. Fr Martin Devenish, Provincial,
on behalf of the London Province,
hosted and also chaired the 3-day
meeting.

O

Participants on their excursion to Windsor

Comboni Mission • Winter 2017

Gert group members at Sunningdale

Representatives from the London
Province, Portugal, Spain, Germany
and Italy soon settled into the autumnal environment and got down
to some serious thinking. Together
with Comboni priests and Brothers
were two Comboni Sisters, Italian
and Spanish.
The group analysing our present
world stage noted the increasing rise
of right wing movements and their
radical conservative views; the plight
of migrants and refugees facing in-

difference and hostility; the outlawing of voluntary groups coming to
the aid of migrants at sea; the strange
nomination of St John XX111 as patron of the Armed Forces when we
remember him as the ground-breaking author of the encyclical “Peace on
Earth”. The Group reinforced their
determination to support all freedom movements.
Also, Biblical themes were presented focusing on the missionary
impulse of so many missionary personalities. Of noteworthy importance
was the increasing influx of religious
from the South World (Africa mainly)
and of students from the same regions. All of this foresees a change in
the ministry and presence of the
Church moving to a more collaborative and a less colonisation model.
The next gathering will be present
in Limone (April 2018) and will proceed to face the challenges of our
mission in Europe.
The Group Gert underline the importance of local communities and
local churches in the implementation
of so many challenges in Europe.
In the exhortation of ‘Evangelii
Gaudium’ we must be ‘missionary
disciples’ ever ready “to go forth”.
The Group expressed their gratitude for the wonderful hospitality
and opportunity to visit nearby
Windsor and the magnificent surroundings.
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By Fr Ruben Padillla

MISSION PROMOTION

IN IRELAND
ing and friendly they have really
made me feel at home. I am
amazed and grateful to find
parish priests with a great missionary spirit and very interested
in our work and mission endeavours. Besides, I have the
privilege to share with them matter of our life, our faith journey
and the experiences of our ministry. I really admire their
pastoral zeal and commitment to
their ministry. Keep up the good
work!
2. I personally thank the parishioners
who
have
been
outstanding in their response to
the appeal, they have been receptive and generous. I have the
privilege to meet some of our
regular benefactors and Com-

Fr Ruben

his year the Diocese of
Achonry has been allocated to
us the Comboni Missionaries
for our mission promotion. The Diocese comprises 23 parishes situated
in three different counties: 11 in Co
Mayo, 11 in Co Sligo and one in Co
Roscommon. The Seat of his Excellency Most Rev Brendan Kelly, is
located in Ballaghaderreen, Co
Roscommon. The foundation of the
Cathedral begun in1855 and completed in 1860. It is dedicated to the
Annunciation and St Nathy. There
are approximately 35,000 Catholics
living in the diocese.
1. My personal experience in the
visit of various parishes for mission promotion has been very
positive, first of all, the parish
priests have been very welcom-
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St Nathy, Bballaghadereen

boni Mission magazine readers.
I have been moved by the example of some parishioners who
before mass were praying the
holy Rosary offered for missionaries and the missions. I hope
that many like them could do
the same not only personally but
also in the parish community. We
need your prayers because I believe this is what sustains the
missions and the missionaries
epecially in difficult situations of
conflict and war. I hope that the
seed sown in our mission promotion journeys may bear much
fruit especially for the missionary
vocation.
3. I just extend my gratitude to the
Most Rev Brendan Kelly for giving us the opportunity to visit
the Diocese of Achonry and for
his great concern about the mission of the Church. God bless
the Diocese of Achonry with
abundant vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

By Fr John Downey

Home
or Abroad?
Africa, South America and Asia! Otherwise why not
just be a diocesan priest here in the home mission ?
• When can we turn our mind seriously to nurturing
ministries here amongst our own? Train the laity (yes,
married too) to take on the priesthood. Women deacons (Pope Francis), Importing priests is a cop out
and neglects the nurturing of local ministries.
• At the end of a Mass and mission sermon I’m often
(very) asked “Fr are you Scottish or Irish”? – no one
ever asks “Fr how can I be a missionary. How can we
start up a mission group in our parish?” Couldn’t
have been much of a challenging sermon!
But at the end of the day there is the ever-generous band
of good, generous catholic (missionary disciples) who on
hearing the word missions throw in their prayers and offerings just as casually as putting on a warm coat on a cold
and frosty morning. God bless and reward them! …. they
are the backbone supporters and dear friends of the missions and as I always promise: “we remember you each day
in our prayers!”

Fr John Downey

ommuting between Manchester and Wales each
weekend of the year is not always an easy ride. Traffic jams, road closures and other unforeseen
hazards make it all a risky experience. But then there is the
good side to all this hassle – the welcome arrival, a nice
parish and good welcoming parishioners.

C

This year 2017 has been busy and many Mission Appeals
have been made through many towns and villages within
our destined dioceses. I wish to mention a few things:
Despite the common quips: ‘Fr is here to get your
money’ (PP) and ‘how was your Mission Appeal’ (financially obviously!)?
• It is much more than that and other concerns question us:
• My Job is to evangelise - present the gospel challenge (message and teaching of Christ) to share,
show compassion to our needy neighbours
throughout the world. Yes, Mission is here but for
us Comboni missionaries – first and foremost –
abroad “Go forth” – to vastly needier and faith-starved
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Letters from readers are most welcome but we regret we cannot publish
them all. Some may be shortened due to lack of space.
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a small donation.
God bless you in your work.
Mrs. Ann Marie Allen,
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire

Autumn 2017

Mission Sunday
October 22

‘The world
vitally needs
the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.’
(Pope Francis) pgs

. 12-13-14

Dear Fr John,
Thank you so much for the
very interesting ‘Comboni
Mission’ summer edition.
I was very impressed by the
article on Fr Ezekiel Ramin and
I hope and pray that his cause
for beatification will proceed.
Syria too needs our prayers
and I was moved on reading
the article on migrants and
detainees in London. How
hard it must be for them and
also for the valiant people who
are trying to help them.
I hope your mission appeals
have been successful. I enclose
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Dear Father John
On reading the editorial in your
magazine I learned that you have
recently visited Fr John Troy at
Castel d’Azzano. It was so good
to read some news of him. I did
read about his retiring to Italy at
the time that happened.
I often corresponded with him.
We grew up together and he
often recalled events from our
youth. Thank you.
Ellen Sandy,
Kingswinford, West Midlands

Fr Troy

Dear Father,
Having just read your editorial I
felt I wanted to say a few things.
Firstly, it was so good to read
about Fr Troy, I remember him
with deep gratitude from his time
at Sunningdale. He was a man of
good humour, holiness and
friendliness.
I also much appreciated your
closing paragraph about choosing
between God and Mammon. The
following is a verse I saved on my
computer which seems applicable
to me. Many thanks for all your
hard work.:
“I am not what I ought to be
I am not what I want to be
I am not what I hope to be
But still, I am not what I used to be
And by the grace of God, I am what
I am.”
John Newton (1725 – 1807)
Ann Robertson,
Englefield Green, Surrey
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Pope John XXIII’s Christmas Prayer
O sweet Child of Bethlehem, grant that we may share with
all our hearts in this profound mystery of Christmas.
Put into the hearts of men and women this peace for which
they sometimes seek so desperately and which you alone
can give to them.
Help them to know one another better, and to live as
brothers and sisters, children of the same Father.
Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness and purity.
Awaken in their hearts love and gratitude for your infinite
goodness. Join them all together in your love.
And give us your heavenly peace.
Amen.
Comboni Mission • Winter 2017
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Peace and Good Tidings of Christmas
and a Blessed New Year to all
our Friends and Benefactors

Glory to God in the Highest
and Peace to all People of Good Will
COMBONI MISSIONARIES
Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk
www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.comboniyouth.org
www.combonimissionaries.ie
www.southworld.net

