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By Fr John Downey mccj

ecently a Survey/Questionnaire
was sent to several of our readers.
Asking in particular about what interests you and makes you want to read
our magazine. Replies, mainly from our
middle – aged, elderly, are pleased with
the magazine. Colourful, narrating stories of missionary friends, realising how
well off we are. This pleases us and to
promote our magazine we encourage
you to pass on the magazine to your family and friends. We look for a way
forward. Today we are witnessing the demise of the written word and the taking
up of online as faster and easier. Shopping is done online and the High Street
suffers; written letters in ink are less frequent as email dominates the media; the
iPod is for many the main source of communication. To read and write is an
effort. These are just some of the challenges facing us today as the Church tries
to come to terms with spreading the
Word, gathering people into living communities. There is no simple answer or
let’s just have an iPod Mass for the young!
What matters is that we don't retreat into
our comfort zones and feel satisfied. The
call by St Daniel Comboni for the Comboni Missionaries to go to the ‘poorest
and most abandoned’ must never be allowed to wither and die. In supporting
and showing interest in our work
through the magazine ‘Comboni Mission’, you are continuing this vocation .
We remember in our prayers and sacrifices the struggles and challenges of our
missionaries whom we come to know in
this our June magazine: in the Congo,
Central African Republic, Eritrea, Zambia.
This edition of ‘Comboni Mission’
brings with it the Novena to the Sacred
Heart to whom Comboni consecrated
our mission. Throughout the month of

R

June and especially on the Feast of the
Sacred Heart, June 8, we offer Masses for
our many intentions: the sick, weak in
faith, family harmony, peace and justice
throughout the world and in our own
lives, and many more, offered in the silence of our hearts. We remember too
our Church in this moment of apparent
weakening and most of all our families –
the ‘Domestic Church’ where the Faith
is to be planted and cared for.
Whilst in Dublin recently I came
across a blessing of homes in preparation for the visit of Pope Francis and the
‘World meeting of Families’ 22-26 August
this year. I offer it to you:

‘Let us now pray that the Lord
will enter our home and bless it
with his presence. May the Lord
always be here among us,
deepen our love for each other,
share in our joys, and comfort
us in our sorrows. May our
home be a place of love, filled
with the goodness of the Lord.
Amen’
May God
protect our
families
and help us
to grow in
faith.
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Children benefitting from the Comboni Sisters educational project

ekamhare (Agenzia Fides) - Strong
state of precariousness, poor access to running water, electricity,
broken down sewage system, lack of essential services: these are the conditions in
which thousands of Eritreans live. Many
families have broken up because they are
forced to emigrate from Eritrea because of
the situation of extreme poverty. Those left
behind do not have a sure source of sustenance or work to survive. The country is
paralyzed and there is no hope of future
for the young. Many families remain without the head of the household because
men are sent by the government to military service that lasts 25 years. Once a year
they can come back to see their family.
Children live on what their mothers are
able to provide. In this context of absolute
need, the Pie Madri of Nigrizia nuns (or
Comboni Missionaries) are carrying out a
project in four different places in the country: Asmara, the most populated city in the
country with about 600,000 inhabitants,
Dekemhare, Embatkalla, and Ghinda .“We
have qualified nursery schools in these
places which have the aim of promoting
human values that defend life and promote peace with the hope that these
children will create a better future for
the nation. Both Christian and Muslim
children live together in the same class

D
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to favour dialogue and friendship and
overcome prejudices and fears. The
nursery schools are mostly attended by
children and mothers who live in situations of serious poverty”, says to Agenzia
Fides Sr Thomas Mary Johnstons.
“The aim of the project is to support
the studies of the poorest children and
also to help their families. So far about
450 children are direct beneficiaries.
Mothers help with great spontaneity and
gratitude in various ways, keeping
clean the nursery environments, or
sharing the fruits of their field to feed
the little ones, offering their help when
organizing formative meetings”, the nun
points out.
Dekamhare, 40 km from Asmara, has
about 12,000 inhabitants. In this area malnutrition is widespread with serious
consequences on children. Embatkalla is a
small rural town, populated by different
ethnic groups of different religions. Most
of the population are Muslim or Orthodox
pastors. Ghinda is a city of 20,000 people,
once a transit place for travelers to Massawa and therefore a thriving merchant
centre. Now, because of the unstable political situation, people are no longer
traveling and all trade has stopped and
work has decreased. (AP) (Agenzia Fides,
7/3/2018)
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Getting to know the

Fr Conrado Franco
Peru – Mission at
The Foot of The Volcano
Comboni Missionaries

A Comboni missionary describes how his life became more
meaningful when he was assigned as parish priest on the outskirts
of a town in Peru, at the foot of an active volcano.

share our life and our faith, where the
heart of humanity beats much
stronger and, therefore, where we feel
the presence of God with greater intensity.

With lay people

ission work has filled my life
with meaning, so much so
that today I feel fulfilled as a
person and as a Christian. The Comboni mission always involves living at
the outskirts with marginalized groups
with whom we have a lot to do and
more often than not, there is the need
of starting from scratch. The happiest
moments of my missionary life have
been when I was able to share closely
the life of the simplest people who are
left at the margin of progress and wel-

M
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fare but are still full of human and spiritual values and are more open and
available to accept the message of the
Gospel. The names and faces of these
men, women and children fill my
heart today.
Since the first moment, I have always felt that Peru was the place the
Lord wanted for me and where I had
to stay. God has made me experience
that it is in the geographical and existential peripheries where the
Comboni charism demands that we

The welcoming attitude of the people
who always wait for the padrecitos
(the priests) with open arms because
they have a great sense of God has
helped me very much. It has also been
important for me to see the collaboration of many lay people, the
meaningful and effective presence of
the Christian communities in the different villages, the social works of the
parish, and the seeds sown by the previous Comboni missionaries.
It has been three years since I settled at Arequipa as parish priest of the
Good Shepherd Parish. I feel that this
is a Comboni land. The first Comboni
missionary, Msgr. Lorenzo Unfried, arrived here 47 years ago. Since then
our presence has been uninterrupted
with the creation of four parishes in
the Alto Selva Alegre district.
Our parish is in the outskirts, in the

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk
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highest part of the city, about 2500
meters above sea level. It extends to
the Misti volcano’s western slope with
35 thousand inhabitants. The parish
community has eleven chapels, where
the Eucharist is celebrated regularly.
The large amount of missionary
work: the evangelization of a majority
that up to now has not had much contact with the church; the creation and
organization of material, pastoral and
human structures in the new sectors
of the parish which is in a continuous
state of growth; the close accompaniment of the aspirations and struggles
of the people in their pursuit of a
more dignified life; the formation and
orientation of a great number of
youth; the support for the more vulnerable groups of the population –
children, elderly, women victims of violence; and the formation and
promotion of lay collaborators. These
are the challenges facing us in our mission work.

Our Presence
One of the most important aspects of
doing mission work is our presence –

showing itself in social works, accompanying, sharing, animating, bringing
the Gospel to the lives of the people
in their different realities. Our parish
has two nurseries with 240 children
and a soup kitchen for the 100 little
ones. Parish volunteers bring together,
twice a week, a group of senior citizens in order to take them away from
their loneliness, and in some instances
even from being forsaken, so they may
share their faith, receive spiritual and
medical attention and also support
their feeding.
We are also present in the field of
health with two dispensaries which
offer medical assistance to the sick
with the help of the Daughters of Saint
Camillus. The miracle of the solidarity
of the Catholic faithful within and outside Peru and the collaboration of
many volunteers make it possible to
keep up these services that have become a support for many people in
need. It would not have been possible
to develop so many evangelizing, pastoral and social activities without the
collaboration of many persons who
have become aware of the life of the

community and have committed
themselves through their lay ministries.

Reaching Out
Pope Francis urges the Church to go
out in order to reach all, and this is impossible without the committed work
of hundreds of lay people who give life
to their Christian communities, reach
the families, shape the faith of the children and youth, direct and animate
the social enterprises of the parish.
However, I can see that the number of
committed lay people is not enough
and less still is the quality of the commitment of some of them. They need
true faith motivations and a deep encounter with Jesus Christ in order to
feel that they are sent to share their
mission and overcome the mentality
that the Church is just the priests’ affair.
Still, I must distinguish and be
grateful for the presence in our parish
of lay missionaries who are living out
the Comboni charism. For many years
we have relied on the witness of their
life and the help of their professional
work. At present, we have two Comboni lay persons from Peru, a
north-American family of doctors with
two daughters, and a young German
woman. I know that I have consecrated my life to God, with all its
values and capabilities, in order to
serve the mission, and I haven’t the
slightest doubt that it has been worth
the cost. I think that in no other vocational or professional path would I
have been given so much scope for
myself and for others.
If you, my reader, feel the missionary
vocation, don’t doubt that this is the great
opportunity of your life. Take the risk by
committing your whole life to Jesus and
His missionary dream.

Comboni Mission • Summer 2018
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Lives of
faith
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Fr Joaquín Hernández
Sifuentes, a priest in Mexico,
disappeared on 3 January.
His lifeless body was found a
few days later, along with two
other bodies.

Lino, a catechist in South Sudan
was killed by an armed group on
22 January in a chapel, along with
five other people.

Helena Agnieszka KmieÉ, 26,
a Polish volunteer, was murdered
on 24 January in Bolivia. She was
the victim of an attempted
robbery and was stabbed
multiple times by her assailants.

George Omondi, 47, was killed
while attempting to stop thieves
in Kenya from entering the home
of a Mill Hill Missionary. He was
wounded in the head and neck,
and later died in hospital as a
result of his injuries.

Fr Felipe Carrillo Altamirano, an
Indigenous priest, was killed on
26 March in Mexico; the victim of
an attempted theft. Local media
reports indicate he was shot dead
whilst driving.

Friar Diego Bedoya, 35, was
found dead on 10 April in his
Venezuelan office. The Franciscan
was murdered during a burglary
and suffered a fatal knife wound
to his neck.

Comboni Mission • Summer 2018

Fr Lucien Njiva, 46, a Capuchin
Friar, was shot dead on 22 April
whilst attempting to defend a
young deacon. Thieves had
broken into the Madagascan
friary and were attempting to
steal the friary bell to extract and
sell the valuable metals.

Fr Adolphe Ntahondereye, died
on 11 May, two weeks after being
released by his captors. He had
been kidnapped in Burundi
during an armed ambush and
passed away as a result of the
ill-treatment inflicted upon him.

Fr Luis López Villa, 71, was killed
by criminals who broke into his
home in Mexico on 5 July. The
priest’s hands and feet were
bound with tape and he suffered
two deep, fatal wounds to his
chest and neck.

Fr Diomer Eliver Chavarría
Pérez, was murdered on his
31st birthday – 27 July – in his
parish in Antioquia, Colombia.
The cause of his death is still
to be determined.

Fr José Miguel Machorro, 55,
died on 3 August in a Mexican
hospital. The priest had been
stabbed on the altar after
celebrating Mass, by a man
with a psychotic disorder.

7
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Domingo Edo, a lay catechist in
the Philippines, was killed on
20 August whilst on his way to
leading a Liturgy of the Word.

Fr Pedro Gomes Bezerra, 49,
was discovered on 24 August in
Brazil. He was found wrapped in
a sheet and had been stabbed at
least 29 times with a knife.

Ricardo Luna, 29, was killed
by a gunshot to the head on
23 August. He was a layman and
guardian of a parish in Argentina.
He had received death threats
from a group of local teenagers
that he had repeatedly prevented
from stealing.

Fr Cyriacus Onunkwo was
kidnapped and his lifeless body
found on 2 September in Nigeria.
A gang of armed men had hoped
to extort ransom money from his
family and the Church. He died of
suffocation, as his mouth and
nose had been taped over.

Fr Abelardo Antonio Muñoz
Sánchez, 41, was killed on 3
October in an attempted robbery
in Colombia. He was shot several
times when he refused to give his
wallet to two armed men.

Sr Ruvadiki Plaxedes
Kamundiya, 49, was brutally
raped and murdered in
Zimbabwe on 22 October. Her
attacker confessed to the crime
and according to the police,
suffers from mental disorders.

Fr Evans Juma Oduor was found
unconscious on 22 October in
Kenya. He did not regain
consciousness in hospital and
died as a result of his head
injuries the following day.

Fr Marcelito Paez, 72, was shot
by motorcycle-riding gunmen on
4 December in the Philippines,
whilst he was driving his car.
He died in hospital as a result of
his wounds.

Joseph Naga, John Manye and
Patrick, three catechists in
Nigeria, were killed on 11
December. Two female suicide
bombers blew themselves up
outside a church, killing a
dozen people.

Fr Joseph Simoly, 54, was killed
on 21 December during an
apparent robbery. He was shot
by three gunmen on motorcycles
in Haiti.

All information is supplied by Fides, the Vatican-based information
service of Missio
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By Sr Anne Quigg/Comboni Sister

Feast of the Sacred Heart
(a pause for thought)

Homeward bound
very morning, when I walk into
my parish for morning Mass, I am
greeted by an invitation which
seems to me, as a daughter of Saint
Daniel Comboni, very apt. The words
which greet me, from above the altar of
the Sacred Heart are:

E

O Sacred Heart of Jesus,
our home lies deep in thee.

‘Home’ for a missionary of Comboni
can be quite an elusive concept. Sometimes, in the quite recent past, when I
have been asked, Where are you based,
where do you live?, I have felt like answering ‘... in the airport!’
Going beyond the superficial, it is a
question which challenges us deeply:
Where am I making my home? Where
am I rooted? Where is home for me? I
guess we could ask 1,000 Comboni missionary men and women and we might
get 1,000 answers.
But in the contexts of our world, of
the crisis in religious life and the ever
changing and challenging realities of
our Missionary Family, more than ever,
we need to be rooted, as our Father
and Founder, Daniel Comboni was
rooted. We need mobility of mind, stability of heart.
Now is the time for us to ask the
question, to reset the compass and to
set off on a journey of return .. from
wherever far we may have wandered.
Who better to lead us than Daniel Comboni himself?
Daniel Comboni’s inner compass directed him towards True North:
Comboni had no home except in the
Sacred Heart of Jesus: “We are well in
the hands of God and hidden in the
heart of Jesus” that heart, that home
which he described as “rich in mercy...
an inexhaustible source of consolation... the most sublime treasure we
possess... the joy, the hope and the hapComboni Mission • Summer 2018

piness of the missionary”.
However, we must not forget that
Comboni could never think of this Sacred Heart, his home, without thinking
also, of the Cross, that is, the sublime
effusion of His burning love, as Jesus,
pierced on the Cross, poured himself
out in love embracing within his arms,
within his heart, the whole of humanity.
So, we who have consecrated our
lives to God and to the mission, in the
footsteps of Saint Daniel Comboni, and
all of us who feel inspired by the way
that Comboni embraced His call to become that universal embrace of the
love of Jesus, in whatever context we
find ourselves, might like to ask ourselves that question: Where am I
rooted? Where am I making my home?
Can I say with Comboni, “We are well
in the hands of God and hidden in the
heart of Jesus”.
The feast of the Sacred Heart is not
just another liturgical celebration.
Rather, it is a renewed call to each of us

to enter into that heart, to come home
to Him, to live in His heart and allow
Him to dwell in ours. This, so that our
own wounds may be healed in Him and
we may receive that fullness of life that
He desires to give us, so that we, in
turn, touched, healed, transformed by
His compassionate love, may be better
able to become who we are called to
be: Sons and Daughters of Saint Daniel
Comboni, Brothers and Sisters, to each
other, and to the whole of humanity, a
sign in the world of the love of God,
which is love without exclusions or
preferences.”
May the forthcoming feast of the Sacred Heart be an invitation to all of us
to check our inner compass and to set
out once again, as pilgrims, homeward,
together with humanity, towards the
Heart of God.

O Sacred Heart of Jesus,
our home lies deep in thee.

The Comboni Sisters,
Glasgow
9
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SOUTH SUDAN:

HOW COMBONI MISSIONARIES
HELP VICTIMS OF WAR
The current four-year-old conflict in South Sudan has forced more than 2.3 million
people to flee their homes. These war-affected populations also need psycho-social
and spiritual help to mitigate the effects of war traumas and to enable them to move
on with their lives.
r. Yacob Solomon is a Comboni
Missionary who has been evangelizing, together with other
missionaries, in a far remote area of
South Sudan. Every day, they welcome
dozens of displaced people who are
fleeing conflict in other areas of their
parish. They are men, women and
children who have lost their family
members, cattle and other belongings
and have been forced by recent violence to flee their homes taking only
the clothes they had on. They look
desperately for safety, food and shelter and have become a huge
population of traumatised people.
Providing relief to them at this stage is
crucial to help them move forward.
Psycho-social and spiritual support
to war-affected communities is part of
the church ministry, and Fr. Yacob
Solomon has been engaged in traumahealing activities in recent years,
especially among young people.

F

Students undergoing counselling for trauma-stress

10
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The three-day trauma-healing program began with the formation of a
team which is comprised of ten members. They made plans to reach out to
more people in different communiincluding
trauma-healing
ties,
activities for children.

Children learning to overcome war-trauma effects.

“some of the youth, who
used to be social and
friendly, prefer to be on
their own. They react
badly to anyone who
dares to disturb their
lonely state. Some have
chosen to engage in
untimed marriage and
just a few months later
asked for divorce. They
seem to have no sense of
direction.”
Fr. Solomon said that

All this indicates the deep level of
trauma people are enduring.
Working as a young missionary
among a war-traumatised community,
with a massive presence of youth, inspired Fr. Solomon to help them by
offering some psycho-social and spiritual support. He organised some
trauma-healing activities, including the
training of grassroots church leaders
to help their communities.
Comboni Mission • Summer 2018

Recently, Fr. Solomon conducted a
three-day trauma-healing training
which involved directly over 200 people. The aim was to empower
grassroots church leaders to help their
communities deal with the effects of
traumas by applying a simple and holistic approach.
Trauma-healing sessions comprised
trauma-release exercises intertwined
with moments of prayers and teaching
about the gospel values of compassion
and mercy, forgiveness, reconciliation,
peace, unity and healing.

“These activities are
helping people to learn
how to deal with their
traumas and to
overcome their
traumatic situations.
It is also a unique
opportunity to learn
how to let go of the
painful past and make a
new beginning”,
added the missionary priest.

“We gathered 124
children and had a
one-day trauma-healing
program for them.
We used drama and also
involved some of the
teachers. It was
concluded with a song,
composed by one of the
facilitators, which
calls for unity and
forgiveness,”
Fr. Solomon said.

Besides this, a four-day trauma healing program was organised for 68
young people. They have learned
what trauma is, its causes, symptoms,
consequences and how to deal with
post-traumatic stress disorders. They
drew insights from the healing ministry of Jesus and used a healing and
recovery holistic process that involves
integration of body, mind, spirit and
emotions.
The groups also made use of some
Bible quotations with a message of
hope to give more support to those
who are feeling hopeless and unable
to deal with their traumatic situation.

Fr. Yacob Solomon is one of the
many missionaries, men and women,
spread across South Sudan who have
set home among war-displaced
communities and remain close to
them despite the harsh and insecure
environment. Such brave
evangelizers become a sign of hope
for the tens of thousands of often
forgotten victims of war and
conflicts in the world’s youngest
nation.

11
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Concluding message
of the Comboni
Family in the WSF
Concluding message of the members of the Comboni Family Taking
part in the World Social Forum and the Comboni Forum TO RESIST
IS TO CREATE – TO RESIST IS TO TRANSFORM Ministerial
methods and networking/cooperation within the Comboni Family
and with other organizations Salvador de Bahia, March 10-19, 2018

Comboni Participants gathered in Salvador, Bahia

e, the Comboni missionary
lay people, sisters, brothers
and priests who took part in
the WSF and the CF, greet you from
Salvador, the land of black resistance
and of Afro-descendant cultures, with
hearts full of gratitude and hope. From
the 10th to the 19th of March 2018 we
lived together a strong and unique experience by attending the WSF, that
had as a theme “To resist is to create
– to resist is to transform” and the
8th CF on the theme of “Ministerial
methods and networking/cooperation within the Comboni Family
and with other organizations.” We
thank in particular our general coun-

W
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cils that together sent us a message of
encouragement for our commitment
to JPIC and for our participation in the
WSF as an experience of how we live
our charism in the challenges of
today’s world.
Our participation was relevant and
numerous: 53 members from Africa,
Europe and America. We experienced
the great richness of our charism in
the variety of our commitments. For
the first-time representatives of our
young people in formation at the
scholasticate and at the CF with their
formator attended. We are also grateful for the answers we received from
four scholasticates to the question-

naire sent by the central committee
with the objective of understanding
how much the JPIC themes are present in their formation. We also confirm
our commitment to involve always
more the people in formation and
their educators in the themes of JPIC
and in the dynamics of the WSF and of
the CF.
In the WSF we, as Comboni Network presented four workshops: Land
grabbing, Mineral extraction, Sociopolitical situation of the DRC and of
South Sudan, and the Elimination of
violence and gender discrimination.
This allowed us to share our commitment as missionaries for the possibility
of an alternative world within the
methodology of the WSC. A stand,
which we set up, allowed us to do mission promotion, to meet and dialogue
with many people and be known.
From among the many workshops offered by the WSF we followed with
great interest the New Paradigms,
Theology and Liberation, Youth, the
Resistance of indigenous people and
of Afro-descendants, Migrations. In
the course of the Forum we also attended the women’s world assembly.
The WSF took place in a festive climate, only interrupted by the killing
of two human rights activists, Marielle
Franco in Rio de Janeiro and Sergio
Paulo Almeida do Nascimiento in Barcarena, Pará.
The CF took place under the sign
of continuity with prior encounters.

Comboni Mission •• www.comboni.org.uk
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Commemorating International
Women’s Day

Comboni exhibition at the Forum

The days were marked by times of enculturated spirituality when we
celebrated life, sufferings and hopes in
tune with the situations of the countries we came from or encountered at
the Forum. We reflected on the need
to deepen our reflection on the new
paradigms of mission, of consolidating
this experience as a Comboni Family
and give wider space for lay people to
participate. In this reflection we were
accompanied and animated by Marcelos Barros, who shared with us the
current state of theology and liberation, and by Moema Miranda, who
Comboni Mission • Summer 2018

after an analysis of the world’s situation, proposed some sources of light
for the journey as proposed by
Laudato Si. Faced by a neoliberalism
without limits, the invitation consisted
to introduce the poor to dialogue and
to strengthen the faith in the presence
of the Spirit of God who walks with us
through history.
Stimulated by what we have experienced we propose to:
• Publish a book that will gather
the history and the experiences
of these 11 years of CF, showing
directions for the future;

• Enlarge the coordination of the
Comboni Network for a better
service of animation and formation on JPIC themes;
• Organize a continental Comboni
Social Forum to involve the various realities wherein we work;
• Create a fund to support the activities tied to our commitment
to JPIC;
• Consolidate an on-line platform
where to gather and share experiences and material on JPIC.
After this experience, we realize all
the more the importance of meeting
again for a greater cooperation within
ourselves, to face one another as Comboni Family and as people busy in
different fields but united in our commitment to JPIC to look for new ways
to minister and new paradigms of mission.
Salvador
March 19, 2018
Feast of St. Joseph
13
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By Robert Ellsberg/Maryknoll magazine

Remembering

Maryknoll Father Miguel d’Escoto.

MIGUEL
D’ESCOTO

iguel d’Escoto was not only a
priest, a missioner and
peacemaker, but also a revolutionary, a statesman, a diplomat – a
beloved son of Maryknoll. Before serving as president of the General

Assembly of the United Nations, he
was one of several Nicaraguan priests
who served in the Sandinista government – in his case, as foreign
minister – and as a result was deprived
by the Vatican of his priestly faculties.

M

Father Maryknoll Miguel d’Escoto smiles with two children during his missionary
service in Chile.
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In 1987 I came to serve as editor-inchief of Orbis Books, the house
Miguel built. I invited him to our office, where he reflected on the origins
of Orbis Books when he was the Maryknoll Society’s director of social
communications.
It was 1970, he recalled, two years
after the historic meeting of the Latin
American bishops at Medellín, an
event that realigned the mission of the
Church from the perspective of the
poor. Miguel saw an opportunity to
evangelize the rich of North America
through the voices of the poor.
With the go-ahead from Maryknoll,
Miguel set off for Latin America to collect manuscripts from the best of the
emerging figures in liberation theology. Soon Orbis was recognized as an
essential conduit for Third World theology.
Miguel told me one of his proudest
accomplishments was the founding of
Orbis Books. “Everything I have accomplished,” he said, “has come from
being able to dream big dreams, and
then finding people who would share
those dreams.”
Miguel’s dream of Orbis was just
one step in his prophetic journey. He
staked that mission and his priestly vocation on the cause of the poor.
“Like the Good Samaritan,” he said,
“I was on the way to Jericho. My life
had a specific agenda, but there was
my fellow countryman bleeding by the
roadside, and I had to forget, for the
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time being, going to Jericho.”
Putting his priesthood at the service
of his people led him into politics, a
path that was deemed inconsistent
with his priestly vocation.
Returning to the Good Samaritan
story, he noted, “The will of God is
manifested not only in the will of superiors. Many times it leaps out onto
our path just when we’re on our way
to carry out our scheduled work. I had
to leave the beaten path of my usual
missionary activity out of fidelity to
Christ and love for my people—which
aren’t different things.”
When asked whether he looked forward to resuming his sacramental
priesthood, which occurred, thanks to
Pope Francis, three years before he
died, he said:
“Yes, but I am perhaps living that
Mass now, with the pain, even more
than if I did not have this difficulty. To
live the Mass is to have that inner disposition of availability to God,
including the giving of your life for the
service of the people, and to ask to be
strengthened in your love for the
cross and the acceptance of the cross
in whatever shape or form God decides you should carry it.”
Miguel often sent requests for books
we had published. Recently he asked
for photographs of the founders of
Maryknoll, saying they were much in
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his thoughts and prayers. He asked for
an icon of Our Lady of the Apocalypse
that we had published.
The missionary d’Escoto seated in
front of a banner that reads: Justice
and Peace People in Washington D.C.
in 1992.
It inspired him to write this prayer
to Mary:

“You labour to give
birth to the Prince
of Peace in what is
an ongoing process
of birthing him, first
in your own soul and
in the world through
you, and now in each
of us, till, with Paul,
we’ll all be able to
say: I live no longer I,
but it is Jesus who
now lives in me.”

Miguel spent his life struggling to
give birth to a better world. May he inspire us to follow more faithfully the
path God has set before us, always
ready to step off the beaten path, to
accept the surprises that confront us,
especially in the needs of our neighbors.
Excerpted from the reflection Robert
Ellsberg gave at the memorial Mass for
Maryknoll Father Miguel d’Escoto, who
died June 8, 2017.

The missionary
Miguel d’Escoto in
Washington D.C.
in 1992.

15
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ICN/Independent Catholic News

Irish Families To Present
Special Icon To Pope Francis
In Rome
T

wo Irish families will present the
official World Meeting of Families 2018 ‘Icon of the Holy
Family’ (see page 17) to Pope Francis
in Rome during his weekly General Audience with the faithful in Rome
tomorrow, Wednesday 21 March 2018.
The Tobin family are from Co Kildare
and the Tumelty Family are resident in
Rome.
The World Meeting of Families delegation will be led by Archbishop
Diarmuid Martin, President of
WMOF2018 and includes Father Tim
Bartlett, Secretary General of
WMOF2018 and the iconographer Mr.
Mihai Cucu.
The Tobin family comprises Mum
and Dad, Brenda and Bryan and their
two children Emma (20) and Cathal
(13) and Grandmother Maureen Tobin
from Cobh Co Cork. The Tumelty family comprises Mary and Michael and
their two children Olivia (7) and Molly
(5). The family moved to Rome in
2016.
The official icon for the World Meet16

ing of Families was anointed by Archbishop Diarmuid Martin at Mass to
mark the one-year countdown to
WMOF2018 which was held in Knock,
Co Mayo on 21 August 2017. Since
then the icon has been brought from
parish to parish across Ireland as part
of a pilgrimage to help parishes pre-

pare for WMOF2018.
The Tumelty Family moved to Rome
in 2016. Mum Mary is from a small
parish in Tang, Co Westmeath and
Michael is from Knocklyon in Dublin.
Michael and Mary are married for the
past 10 years and have two children
Olivia (7) and Molly (5). Michael is cur-

Tobin Family on their way to Rome
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The Icon of the
Holy Family

rently on leave from An
Garda Síochána to take
up a position with the
United Nations (World
Food
Programme).
Mary is a nurse manager who worked
for over 17 years in Temple Street Children’s Hospital, Dublin, and is
currently on leave from Tallaght Children's Hospital. Molly and Olivia are
attending an English-speaking school
in Rome but are also on leave from
Saint Colmcilles National School in
Knocklyon, Co Dublin. Olivia is currently preparing for her First Holy
Communion at the Pontifical Irish College in Rome.
The Tobin Family is from Newbridge
in Co Kildare. Mum, Brenda is originally from Belturbet, Co Cavan and
Dad, Bryan is from Cobh in County
Cork. Brenda and Bryan have been
married for 22 years and have two children: Emma (20) and Cathal (13).
Bryan is a former member of the Irish
Defence Forces and is currently working with Storyful in Dublin. Brenda has
been working as Communications Officer
with
the
Catholic
Communications Office for the past 17
years and is currently on secondment
to the World Meeting of Families 2018.
Emma is a final year student of English
Comboni Mission • Summer 2018

and Philosophy in University College
Dublin. Cathal is in his first year of second level education at the Patrician
Secondary School in Newbridge, Co
Kildare. Grandmother Maureen Tobin
is from Cobh in Co Cork. She has six
children; sixteen grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren. She has
been a widow for the past eight years.
Dublin, Ireland, has been chosen by
Pope Francis to host the next World
Meeting of Families from 21-26 August
2018, guided by the theme “The
Gospel of the Family: Joy for the
World”. Held every three years, this
major international event brings together families from across the world
to celebrate, pray and reflect upon the
central importance of marriage and
the family as the cornerstone of our
lives, of society and of the Church.
Whilst WMOF2018 will include exhibitions, cultural events and musical
performances, events around the city,
gestures of solidarity, it has at its heart
the following key moments: 3)
Firstly, a National Opening of World
Meeting of Families will take place si-

multaneously in the
twenty-six dioceses on the
island of Ireland on 21 August;
Secondly, from 22 to
24 August, a three-day Pastoral Congress will take place in the RDS, Dublin
and will include a joyful and reflective
programme of workshops, talks and
discussions centered on the theme:
“The Gospel of the Family: Joy for the
World”. The Congress will also offer an
engaging programmed for young people to include faith and fun activities
for children;
Thirdly, a Festival of Families will be
held on Saturday 25 August 2018. This
will involve a cultural concert within a
prayerful and joyful atmosphere, during which personal stories of faith will
be shared by families, each representing the five continents; and,
Fourthly, Holy Mass for WMOF2018.
A solemn Eucharistic Celebration on
Sunday 26 August will involve thousands of pilgrims from Ireland and
around the world.
This Icon of the Holy Family, commissioned for the 2018 World Meeting
of Families, was written by iconographer Mihai Cucu, who comes from
Romania. Mihai was assisted by the Redemptoristine
17
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By Melaku Tafesse Amente mccj

at
St. Anne’s Cathedral, Leeds
An inspiring encounter
with two teenagers
I

Fr Melaku is engaged in Youth Ministry
at our house in Leeds

18

n Leeds Cathedral there is a
Nightfever programme which takes
place once a month on a Friday
evening. It begins with the Holy
Eucharist at 5.30 pm then continues
from 7.00 pm to 10.00 pm, concluding
with Compline and Benediction.
Nightfever is an evening of gentle
prayer, during which volunteers will go
out onto the streets to invite people
into the Cathedral to light a candle.
Actually, the prayer event is surrounded
by a profound silence which empowers
everyone
to
encounter
God.
Therefore, as they enter the church,
each person is given a small candle to
light in front of the main altar where
the Blessed Sacrament is exposed.
While the people are proceeding to the
altar with their candles, inspiring
spiritual songs are played and this goes
on throughout the encounter.
The organisers place two chairs
facing each other in different parts of

the church. Then next to the chairs
there is a lamp and written words
which say that a priest will be available
for conversation or confession. I have
been attending these services for some
time. On all of these occasions, I have
been sitting on a chair for two or three
hours
listening
to
people’s
conversation or confession. Sincerely
speaking, I have enjoyed it and I look
forward too many more events. At the
same time, I have found it is a spiritual
enrichment for me.
On 6th October, 2017 there was an
annual Lightnight in Leeds. The city
became more alive with an exciting
programme of spectacular projections.
This annual event draws many people
together to the city centre, including
those from neighbouring towns, and
has been quite popular for some years.
On the same night on Friday evening
6th October, 2017, the prayer service
took place in the heart of Leeds at St.

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

Comboni Master Summer 2018_Comboni Magazine Master Aut 2011 12/04/2018 15:53 Page 19

Anne’s Cathedral Church. This was the
night when St. Anne’s Church hosted
more than seven thousand people who
came into the church and lit their
candles in front of the Blessed
Sacrament.
On this magnificent night, as soon as
I entered St. Anne’s Church, a priest in
charge took me to a chair where I had
to sit down and listen to the people’s
conversation/confession. Immediately
some people began coming for
conversation or confession. There were
three people who were looking at me
while I was holding a conversation with
a person. Afterwards I saw them going
to the altar holding candles in their
hands. They were two teenage girls,
most probably 14 and 16 years old, with
their father. After ten minutes, their
father came back and took a chair. He
said, “I’m here for confession”. I gave
him a warm welcome and then started
with the sign of the cross in order to
commence
the
sacrament
of
reconciliation. I noticed that he was not
making the sign of the cross, so I asked
him if he were a Catholic. He answered,
“No”, so I said, “What can I do for you?”
“I’m here for confession”. I asked, “Why
do you want to make a confession since
you are not a Catholic?” “Because my
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daughters
insisted that
I
go
for
confession.” I
realised there
was something
going on here.
Hence, I accepted
his
request
and
showed
him
my
readiness to listen to him.
He told me that while he
was walking in the city with his
two daughters that afternoon, he
saw a man selling a beautiful leather
jacket on a street. It was extremely
attractive so he couldn’t resist it.
Therefore, he immediately bought this
leather jacket for twenty pounds,
without any hesitation in front of his
daughters, knowing it was worth one
hundred and eighty pounds. At this
juncture his two daughters were not
content with their father’s behaviour;
they became furious. They told him,
“You have no idea where this man has
got such a brand new jacket. Most
probably he has stolen it from one of
the shops. Furthermore, you saw how
wretched the man was - he didn’t look
good. He was so squalid and was still
hung-over. How dare you do such a

thing? You
didn’t help him;
instead, you encouraged him to go
looking for drugs with this small
amount of money. He might have used
the money for drugs or for alcohol. It is
highly possible that after taking a drug
or drinking alcohol he might go back to
stealing from a shop again or burgling a
house. Eventually, this man will put his
life at risk.” Finally, these girls told their
father, “You didn’t feel responsible for
this man or for the community.” In this
way, he was told that he was guilty.
I was amazed to hear such sincere
conversation from this man and I
admired him for his courage. Actually
he asked me for a prayer and blessings,
which I gave with uplifted heart.
I was moved by these girls who were
full of integrity, which enabled them to
notice the needs of the vulnerable
people within society. These are the
people who deserve our attention with
love and fairness. Imagine - these girls
aren’t churchgoers but their concept of
God’s compassion and the love they
expressed for their neighbours is
beyond our understanding. On the
other hand they inspired their father,
who was touched by his daughters’
hidden spiritual life. I am convinced
that this example is a remarkable lesson
for young adults and for other people.
This sort of opportunity allows us to
shine and to witness the uprightness of
our lives and, where there is darkness,
to bring light. Therefore this is an
invitation to live our moral life and act
justly with fairness towards all
humanity. The Nightfever prayer is a
moment that you stay with God and
experience the presence of God in your
life.
19
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23rd-31st
JULY
2018
Come

See

Share

…Jesus turned around, saw them
following and said, ‘What do you
want? They answered, Master, where
do you live?’
He replied, ‘come and see’; so they
went and saw where he lived, and
stayed with him that day. (John 1:38-39)
20
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The summer camp is a time to accept
the invitation of Jesus to stay with him,
to teach us see with his eyes the human
suffering and deprivation of forgotten
brothers and sisters in our society and
show them compassion and care.
Open your hearts and minds to
recognise him through people’s faces
and life situations:

Human Trafficking
People cry for
freedom and
Justice

People cry for
basic human
rights

Comboni Mission • Summer 2018

Departure:
31st July 2018
Cost:
Commitment and good will.
Age:
18-30, Male and Female
Bring:
Sportswear, your Country’s flag,
traditional music, Costumes or
anything useful for our
amusement.

Soup
Kitchen
Homelessness

Arrival:
23rd July 2018,
at St Joseph’s Catholic Church,
218 Roehampton Lane,
SW15 4LE, LONDON

People cry
for an equal
share of
resources

Contacts:
Fr Alberto Pelucchi
at St Joseph’s Catholic Church,
218 Roehampton Lane,
SW15 4LE, LONDON
albepelucchi@libero.it
(Tel. +44 7731695749)
Fr Carmine Curci
in England at: ccurci@gmail.com
(Tel. +44 7585930907)
Fr Melaku Tafesse
in England at:
melakutafessea@yahoo.com
(Tel. +44 7572626887)
Fr Ruben Padilla
in Ireland at:
rubro61@yahoo.co.uk
(Tel. +353 899833135)
Fr Javier Alvarado
in Scotland at:
alvaradojavier2200@yahoo.com
(Tel. +44 7474547883)
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Mailbag

You Write
Comboni Miss
ion
8 Clontarf Road
DUBLIN 3
IRELAND

Comboni Miss
ion
Brownberrie La
ne
Horsforth
LEEDS
LS18 5HE
ENGLAND

Comboni Miss
ion
138 Carmyle Av
enue
GLASGOW
G32 8DL
SCOTLAND

Letters from readers are most welcome but we regret we cannot publish
them all. Some may be shortened due to lack of space.
You can also email us at:
combonimission@eircom.net • leeds@comboni@org.uk
combonimissionaries@yahoo.com - Editor • vrf@carglw.fsnet.co.uk

Hello John,
What a nice surprise! Good
memories of Rome and our time
together playing pool at night and
searching for a Guinness around
Rome! Hope you are well and

cheerful as ever.
All in all, I’m fine but for some
time malaria has been attacking me
and it won’t let go of me. It leaves
one with aches and pains but no
doubt it will get better.

Fr Manuel whilst working in Peru before going to Zambia
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I appreciate your attention and we
are most grateful and happy to
receive your donation through the
kindness of St. Gabriel’s 3rd. World
Group, Viewpark. Give our fondest
wishes and thanks to them!
I have now been back in this
mission for 13 months and there is
so much to be done. It has not
rained for a long period and it looks
as if the harvest will be almost zero
this year. The people have reserves
but the future is not too bright.
Despite all these setbacks the
people have faith in their good ‘God
who will provide’. I wish I had their
faith!
Thanks to you and Martin for your
care and attention towards our
mission. I keep you all and
especially your readers in my
prayers as I travel these muddy
roads!
God Bless
Um grande abraco (a big hug)
Manuel.
Fr Manuel Pinheiro,
Lusaka/Zambia

Dear Father,
I am always interested to receive
your magazine and it makes me feel
humble when I read about the work
Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk
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War and suffering throughout the world

you do and the conditions that exist
in so many parts of the world.
If I win the lottery or football pools
you will get a big cheque!!
V. Friel,
Glasgow.

Dear Fr Franco,
Welcome back to the Mission Office
which you left in 2007 and have
since celebrated your 50th
anniversary of ordination and 75th
birthday on 14 December, last year.
Well done !

I hope you keep well and have
many more years in the mission. I
really enjoy the Comboni magazine
and thank you for printing my letter
to Fr John. I have since been able to
order a copy of ‘The Opening of the
Nile Basin’ and find it very
interesting.
I wish you all a very joyful Easter
and ‘tanti auguri e tante belle cose’.
God bless you.
Sincerely in Jesus and Mary.
Anne Marie Allen,
Cheltenham.

Dear Fathers,
Thank you very much for the
magazine and remembering all
the hard work that goes into it!
My mum (deceased) was very fond
of the Comboni Missionaries and
kept in touch and talked of you as
if you were part of our family. It is
good to be able to have first- hand
news of your work thorough
reading the magazine.
My husband and I are deeply
thankful for this family that you
and we all belong to and hope we
can support you as you are
supporting us by your prayers.
Please pray for us Fathers as we
do for you so that we may grow
closer to God and each other.
We send you all our love and pray
for you all in our evening prayers.
May God bless you.
A. Dore,
Wakefield

Dear Frs. Padilla and Downey,
I have just completed the
questionnaire after reading your
spring magazine. It prompted
me to send a donation to Fr Donato
for his missionary work.
Thank you for your prayers.
Life would be impossible without
prayer, especially Mass.
M.Boyle,
Maghera

Fr Franco (centre) celebrates his 50th anniversary of priesthood.
Comboni Mission • Summer 2018
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Month of the Sacred Heart

JUNE
30 MASSES

will be offered at our three mission centres in honour of
the Sacred Heart, for these and your intentions
For the needs of
your family,
especially for
serenity, unity and
the practice of the
faith

For your spiritual
and material
needs and for
health in mind
and body
For peace and
justice in the
world, especially
where there is
war or conflict

For all Comboni
Missionaries of the
Heart of Jesus,
particularly those
who are ill or
exposed to danger

For the sick and
terminally ill
among your
relations and
friends

For any specific
intention(s) you
may wish to make

O, how much upon the Cross
Didst thy bowed head, O Christ,
Thy hands flung wide, Thy open heart Breathe forth love.
Son of God who didst come to redeem the lost,
Condemn not the redeemed
Crying out to Thee from the valley of tears.
Good Jesu, hear thou our groaning,
And take not the measure of our crimes.
We implore thy wounded Heart,
O tender God
WRITE YOUR INTENTIONS FOR THE SACRED HEART MASSES ON THE LEAFLET PROVIDED
AND RETURN TO YOUR NEAREST MISSION OFFICE.

COMBONI MISSIONARIES
Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk
www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.comboniyouth.org
www.combonimissionaries.ie
www.southworld.net

