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Comboni Missionaries mapping out
the future road
As we go to press our General Chapter in
Rome is nearing its closure (August 29October 4) nevertheless we can reflect on
the goals set out by our Delegates and
take them forward as Comboni missionary priests, benefactors and friends of the
Missions. Frs Martin Devenish, Provincial
Superior and Tesfamichael represented
our Province in Rome at the Chapter together with Comboni representatives
from around the world.
Our European Delegates summed up
the challenges in the following statement:
‘We welcome the invitation of Pope
Francis to become more and more a missionary Church, and for ourselves as
Comboni Missionaries, to re-discover the
joy of being missionary disciples in this
Europe that is changing rapidly, and to
overcome a certain pastoral tiredness and
the temptation to withdraw into sterile
pessimism.
Aware that “today missionary activity
still represents the greatest challenge for
the Church” and that as Comboni Missionaries we are called - as was already
said in the last Chapter of 2009 - to get
out of our ‘comfort zone’ and have the
courage to reach all the margins that
need the light of the Gospel. We put ourselves in an attitude of searching to
understand how to be missionary disciples in Europe today. In light of the call
of Pope Francis, we wish to live the dream
of God for the world, and be missionaries
who go forth, ready to take on a new style
beyond the soulless cliché of “We have always done it like that” (EG, No. 33), in
order to open ourselves with confidence
and courage to the challenges that come
from the world of today, to read the
Gospel starting from the margins, from
the least and the excluded, and really
have the “smell of sheep” (EG, No. 24).

Thanks to our General Council team
(2009-2015)

There is a people that awaits us and
this requires a continuous ‘going out’
afresh on our part, and demands that we
are bold and creative, and that we find
new ways of proclamation, of closeness
to the poor, of openness and of creativity
in catechesis, in Missionary Animation
and in the proclamation of the Gospel.’
In a letter to all the members of the
London Province Fr. Martin Devenish,
Provincial Superior reminded us that:
‘The General Council earnestly invites all
the Confreres to pray in a special way
over the coming weeks for the forthcoming General Chapter so that the very
important moment in the life of our Congregation may become an opportunity
for each of us to live our missionary vocation more intensely. And the members
of the Chapter may truly discern what the
Lord wants of us today as his missionary
disciples following in the footsteps of our
Father and Founder, Daniel Comboni.’
During the deliberations in Rome a
new General Council is elected. Our
belated congratulations to the newlyelected team. A full Report will appear in
our Winter issue.
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In Brief

CHURCH NEWS

by Fr John Clark mccj

MISSION SUNDAY LETTER,
October 18, 2015.
“Mission is a
passion for Jesus…
and…a passion
for people”.
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n a nut-shell, these words sum up
the gist of Pope Francis’ Message for
Mission Sunday 2015. That is why I
want to passionately speak to you all
about something which we missionaries hold very dear to our hearts. As
passionate followers of Christ throughout the world, missionary men and
women, young and old, priests, sisters,
brothers and laypeople, throw themselves into dire poverty be it at the back
of beyond in harsh tropical forests, in
very abject outlying places, always seeking to serve the lives of people
especially the poor, and at the same
time very zealous for their adhesion to
the Gospel values of the Kingdom of
God.
Countless missionaries consecrated
to the Lord have been persecuted, calumniated,
abused,
imprisoned,
tortured and even murdered for the
cause for why they left their homelands,
their families and the culture of their
origin to dedicate their lives to others.
It is they who witness to our Christian
faith and give it credibility. In flesh and
blood terms they show that God’s kingdom of love, mercy, justice, solidarity
and peace despite tremendous opposition continues to grow within
humankind’s history. Rather than ideas,
messages, doctrines, it is lives that convince us to approach that source which
nourishes missionaries and all those
who live in love, justice and solidarity
towards those who come last in our society.
Pope Francis is certainly not naïve in
his approach to the world. As a Jesuit,
he belongs to one of the biggest missionary orders in the Church and insists
the Church is to be missionary, poor
and focused on the margins; it must be
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involved by word and deed in people’s
lives (EG 24). He wants a Church of and
for the poor, to look at the poor in the
eye and speak to the heart. It is they
who in their difficulties know the suffering passion of Christ.
A consecrated missionary must never
lose the passion and compassion for the
good of the people who live in situations of disorientation and suffering.
Invested in that energizing spirit, authentic consecrated missionaries go out
to the peripheries to serve the poor and
“touch the flesh of Christ”. Missionaries
can never afford to lose the impulse of
walking down the roads of the world
among the weak of the earth. S/he
knows how the Kingdom of God very
often shows itself under the banner of
the least in humble places among those
without dignity.
A committed missionary knows the
joy of being a spring that spills over and
refreshes others. Only the person who
feels happiness in seeking the good of
others, in desiring their happiness can
be a missionary EG 272. Wherever consecrated persons are, there must always
be joy. When we say someone is joyful,
we mean they bring a special light to
life. So often the missionary experiences
very beautiful expressions of joy in the
lives of poor people who have so little
to hold on to.
To be a missionary is neither for part
timers nor just for so-called consecrated
professionals. Every baptised person is
called to live their baptismal commitment to the full according to the
personal situation of each and should
cooperate in the Church’s work of evangelization as both witnesses, living
instruments and participants in the
Church’s saving mission (Ad Gentes 41).
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by Fr John Downey mccj

Getting to know the
Comboni Missionaries

Fr Javier Alvarado Ayala from Mexico has recently arrived in the London Province and is destined
for an appointment to the Comboni community in Glasgow. During a short stay over in Sunningdale,
on his way to Glasgow, he was kind enough to introduce himself to our readers.
avier is coming straight into the
London Province after a period of
eight years as a formator in Cuernavaca. He was responsible for the care
of 16 postulants. During his time there
he was approached to go to Ethiopia
but opted for a mission in the London
Province on the invitation of Fr Provincial, Martin Devenish. “On my return
from Eritrea in 2007 I decided to
spend some time at home in Mexico
and then to make myself available for
another appointment outside of Mexico”, he said.
Javier was born in the small town of
Yurecuaro in the diocese of Zamora,
Mexico one of five children. His parents were both devout Catholics and
sent their children to be educated at a
nearby college run by religious priests,
Missionaries of Guadalupe. It was
there that Javier tells us of how his vocation was borne. “I received their
magazine telling stories of their work
in Africa and this inspired me towards
the missionary life”. When just 12 years
of age he was invited by a Comboni
priest to join the minor seminary. “I
took part in retreats and was involved
in the talks organised by the missionary priests,” he added.

J

Parents attending a school meeting
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Fr. Javier, 3rd from left with colleagues

From this early beginning Javier went
on to study for the priesthood in Sahayo and from there to Elstree in
London where he remained from
1991-1996. Asked about his coming to
London Javier was straight to the point.
“I had been told that English people
were rather cold in character but this I
discovered was not true. I found the
people here welcoming and I have
made many friends during my time at

Elstree and around London. The
weather was cold as I was used to high
temperatures in Mexico and found the
first months difficult to adapt. Four of
my companions at Elstree had been
with me in our novitiate in Mexico and
this helped our acclimatisation. Among
them was Fr Mario Cerda who was in
Glasgow and has left now for Mexico.”
Fr Javier tells us that his studies at Elstree and the Missionary Institute were
memorable. “We were 24 students
from different countries and the only
British student was the late Fr Alan
Mcginty. Jelling was not so easy but
with good will and a common vocation
we grew together as a good community.”
The study of English is important for
new arrivals and this was no different
for Javier as he described his start at Elstree scholasticate.” My first year at
Elstree was studying English and then
working in local parishes and assisting
in the pastoral ministry. I worked in the
parishes of Borehamwood and Burnt
Oak. This helps us to integrate within
the local people.”
Whilst completing his studies at Elstree he was ordained Deacon and
soon he was back in Mexico for his

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk
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Celebrating the Feast of SS Peter & Paul

priestly ordination in ’96. Before this
he had been told that his destination
was to be in his home country but as
Javier explains it was not to be. “Fr
General, David Glenday had appointed
me to Mexico for formation work but
then to my surprise and also that of my
colleagues I was asked to go to Eritrea...” After ordination then bidding
farewell to his family and friends he set
out for Africa and the mission in Eritrea.
Fr Javier was to remain 11 years in
Eritrea with a short break in between.
He set out to study the language
Tigrinya but this was interrupted by
unseen events. “After a short period
was asked to substitute a colleague
who had decided to leave the priesthood. He had been a Formator in the
Seminary and so I stayed in Asmara instead of going out to our mission
parish in the countryside”.
“This took me away from the study

A welcoming smile from a busy mother!
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of Tigrinya as English was spoken in
the seminary. After my period assisting
in the Seminary I went to our mission
station. There I began to learn the local
language Kunama - and continued my
pastoral work amongst the people. The
languages used in Eritrea are Arabic,
English, Tigre and Tigrinya. There were
about 400 Catholics in our Diocese.
Muslim 50%, Coptic Christian 30%,
Catholic 13% and traditional religions
2% form the religious makeup of Eritrea. There is also a population mix of
Tigrinya 50%, Tigre and Kunama 40%,
Afar 4%, Saho 3% and other 3%. We
serve 6 chapels and .I was appointed
Vocations Director of the Diocese and
youth worker during my time there... ”
Comboni missionaries are a small
group of 12 and are engaged in teaching and also parish and community
work. Fr Javier says that “local priests
are few but hopes for more local ordinations are foreseen” and presently

there is a drive to concentrate more on
Vocation ministry and organisation of
the minor seminary”.
Fr Javier worked alongside Fr Ruben
Padilla, now working in Dublin, and
Frs Paul Felix (Leeds) and Tesfamichael
(Battersea). The people to whom they
ministered are engaged in subsistence
farming, herding their sheep, cattle
and goats. The key crops are teff,
sorghum, millet, barley and wheat.
Their traditional dish is Zigini (meat
stew). Unemployment runs at 50%,”
explained Fr Javier
Events took a tragic turn when in
2007 the government led by President
Isaias Afewerki began to interfere in
the activities of the Catholic Church.
The President has ruled since independence in 1993 in the single-party
state. Political dissent is not tolerated,
while religious and media freedoms
are among the worst in the world. National elections have never been held.
A UN report released in June describes
a country where the government
wields absolute power through an extensive surveillance network, torture,
forced disappearances and indefinite
military service. State control is so pervasive that one citizen noted: “I feel I
cannot even think because I am afraid
people can read my thoughts.”
The UN also says up to 5,000 Eritreans flee each month. The EU’s border
agency reports that the number of Eritreans reaching its shores tripled to
some 35,000 last year – although numbers may be inflated by migrants
claiming to be Eritrean to try to improve their chances of asylum.
Fr Javier explains. “The government
wished to .take control of the Church
subjecting it to appointment of its clerics by local authorities - acquiring
money destined for Church projects.
The Catholic Church reneged on these
demands as arbitrary and unjust. Our
residential permits were taken from us
and movements restricted. Finally
came the order to expel us within 15
days. Within a week we had boarded a
plane for Rome and afterwards to Mexico”.
Fr Javier is now ensconced in our
house at Carmyle, Glasgow and continues to strive for a good ‘Glesca’
accent! We wish him every happiness
in his new ministry and as he emphasises. “I am ready to share with the
Scottish people my work in Eritrea.”

5
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The Prayer
I asked God to take away my pride.
And God said no.
He said it was not for him to take away
But for me to give up.
I Asked God to make my handicapped child whole
And God said no.
He said her spirit is whole.
Her body is only temporary.
I asked God to grant me patience.
And God said no.
He said that patience is a by-product of
tribulation.
It isn’t granted. It’s earned.
I asked God to give me happiness.
And God said no.
6

He said he gives blessings.
Happiness is up to me.
I asked God to spare me pain.
And God said no.
He said suffering draws you apart from worldly care
And brings you closer to him.
I asked God to make my spirit grow.
And he said no.
He said I must grow on my own.
But I will be in heaven someday because I believe.
I asked God to help me love others as much as he
loves me.
God said, ‘Ah, at last. You finally have the idea.’
William J. Bausch
Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

Comboni Master Sept 2015_Comboni Magazine Master Aut 2011 26/11/2020 14:30 Page 7

In Memory of the
30th anniversary
of the martyrdom of
Fr Ezequiel Ramin,
24 July 1985,
Cacoal, Brazil

Fr Ezequiel was brutally ambushed and murdered by heavy gunfire as he went on a mission of mercy to
warn peasants of their safety as they were camped on a ranch owned by powerful and ruthless landowners.
He had set out with a friend to plead with the peasant farmers to leave their position and move off to safety.
His mission of mercy was abruptly ended by gunmen hired by the landowners.
Similar to many other martyrs his death has borne fruit in the desire for peace and justice for
many ready also to follow in his footsteps.
The martyrdom of Fr Ezequiel inspires the Church to join with so many others, journalists,
trade union workers, religious, in the never ending search for peace and justice.
‘Blessed are the Peacemakers for they shall inherit the Kingdom!’
Comboni Mission • Aut umn 2015
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By Fr John Clark mccj

POPE FRANCIS’

green

ENCYCLICAL
hese days we may see drier
summers, wetter winters,
more droughts and water
shortage. Spring comes earlier, daffodils bloom in January, bumble bees
fly in winter, birds nest earlier. Talk
about climate change… what climate
strange! Against the backgrounds of
climate change, deforestation, and
loss of biodiversity Pope Francis
warns in “Laudato Si“ that nature is
disintegrating because of human
activity.
He presents sound moral and ethical arguments backed by scientific
and economic analysis. Humaninduced
climate change is a
scientific reality. Its grave implications must be faced. Many consider
and treat nature as a commodity for
sale. Some are hell-bent in manipulating nature’s limited resources. The
neoliberal system in which we live
legitimises and enforces this predatory mentality. Climate change is
primarily the manifestation of deeply
rooted problems linked to human
environmental misbehaviour.
Unlike St. Francis of Assisi, the
great Christian environmental revolutionary,
we
have
little
understanding of what it really
means to love nature. We live in a
human world where all the values
are human and nonhuman nature is
regarded as subservient and separate. The Pontiff uncompromisingly

T
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rejects humanity’s dominion over
nature and passionately substitutes it
with caring stewardship and harmony. We are responsible to God for
how we treat His sacred creation.
He is adamant: nature cannot
endure
the affliction humans
impose upon it. Planet Earth is a onetime project - no planet “b” exists.
We live or die as this world lives or
dies. To survive, the human community and the natural world must be
seen as a unified, single community.
Human beings do not and cannot
live without nature. There is tremendous need for a much greater
courtesy towards the Earth for we are
closing down the life systems of the
planet and turning the Earth into a
wasteland. Working with nature as
an ally is better than waging a war
against nature . What we do now or
do not do now, will have enormous
consequences for the future. It is
poor people who least contributed
to climate change that suffer and will
suffer most from natural resource
exploitation and natural disasters.
The rich owe the poor.
In a hard hitting manner, the
Bishop of Rome explicitly states
international business corporations
are committed primarily to money
values, not to people or to natural
ecosystems. Indeed, the ecological
crisis is rooted in a secular materialist worldview, wildly driven by

capitalism, science and the rituals of
consumerism. Equally, he stresses
there is no creation without God.
The world is God’s creation. It is a
gift that must be treasured, not raped
or pillaged. God not only reveals
Himself in the Bible but also in the
natural world. The world reflects the
grandeur of God. Destroying it is a
sacrilege.
Christians have to assume their
responsibility for the fate of the
Earth. It is up to religion to educate
and formulate deep motivations and
create that mystique which gives
force to people. We Christians are
called to recognise the universe as
the supreme manifestation of the
sacred where humankind badly
needs to undergo a thorough ecological
conversion.
Mitigationstopping climate change at its
sources, is a moral and religious
imperative for humanity. We need to
change the way we generate electricity and create renewable energies.
The world has within its technological grasp and financial means the
know-how to mitigate climate
change.
How can we stop the Titanic from
sinking? Do not forget we have no
Noah’s Ark around…People are not
going to sacrifice their lifestyles for
penguins and polar bears.
It is up to all of us to act now
before it is too late.

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk
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To know and to pray the psalms
Praying Psalm 49

This is a Wisdom psalm and is so called as it guides us in the ways
discovering the true meaning of life to find happiness. As we celebra
Month of November and pray for our deceased it will lead us to value
present life as a serene waiting for the glory of Eternal Life.
Hear this, all you peoples;
Give ear all inhabitants of the world,
Both low and high, rich and poor
together.
My mouth shall speak wisdom;
The meditation of my heart shall.
Be understanding.
I will incline my ear to a proverb;
I will solve my riddle to the music of
the harp.
Why should I fear in times of
trouble?
When the iniquity of my persecutors
surrounds me,
Those who trust in their wealth and
boast of the abundance of their
riches?
Truly, no ransom avails for one’s life,
There is no price one can give to
God for it.
Fur the ransom of life is costly, and
can never suffice
That one should live on forever and
never see the grave.
When we look at the wise, they die;
Fool and dolt perish together
And leave their wealth to others.
Their graves are their homes forever,
Their dwelling places to all
generations,
Though they named lands their own.
Comboni Mission • Aut umn 2015

Mortals cannot abide in their pomp;
They are like the animals that perish.
Such is the fate of the foolhardy,
The end of those who are
Pleased with their lot.
Like sheep they are appointed for
Sheol;
Death shall be their shepherd;
straight to the grave they descend.
And their form shall waste away;
Sheol shall be their home.
But God will ransom my soul
From the power of Sheol, for he will
receive me.
Do not be afraid when become rich,
When the wealth of their houses
increases.
For when they die they will carry
nothing away;
Their wealth will not go down after
them.
Though in their lifetime they count
themselves happy – for you are
praised when your do well for
yourself – they will go to the
company of their ancestors, who will
never see the light again.
Mortals cannot abide in their pomp;
They are like the animals that perish.

9
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BRAZIL

Hélder Càmara
soon to be beatified
After the canonization of
Archbishop Oscar Romero planned
for 23 May, next, in San Salvador,
the launching of the canonization
process of another great leader in
the history of the Church in Latin
America will take place: that of
Dom Hélder Càmara, Archbishop
of Olinda and Recife.
n an official letter, the Congregation
for the Causes of the Saints communicated to Msgr. Antonio Fernando
Saburido, Archbishop of Recife, that
there were no impediments to initiating
the diocesan phase of the process of canonization of Dom Hélder Càmara .
Immediately following the announcement, Msgr. Saburido let it be known
that the (diocesan) process for beatification and canonization would begin on 3
May, with a Eucharistic celebration. During the Mass, Msgr. Saburido would
present the members of the juridical
commission responsible for the recognition of the heroic virtues of Dom Hélder
Càmara . The working group will be
composed of five members: a judge, a
procurator (both experts in Canon Law),

I
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a notary, an assistant notary and a secretary.
“Their aim is to analyze the texts published by Dom Hélder Càmara and hear
those who had had contact with him.
The historical and theological commissions will be especially important”,
declared the postulator of the cause, Fr
Jociel Gomes.
The request to introduce the cause of
canonization had been formulated and
sent to Rome last May by Archbishop
Saburido himself, in the name of and
with the support of the entire Brazilian

episcopate. The letter was accompanied
by an essential biographical profile giving, among other things, the pastoral
and social work accomplished by “The
Bishop of the Poor”, in the student and
worker movements and communitarian
leagues against hunger and poverty, as
well as Dom Helder’s commitment to
the local and Latin American Church.

Option for the poor
Dom Helder was born in 1909, the
eleventh of thirteen children, into a fam-

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk
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ily of modest means. He soon entered
the seminary and was ordained priest at
on 15 August, 1931, at 22 years of age.
For five years he worked closely with religious and social institutions that were
conservative and sometimes fundamentalist. It was a period of his life that Dom
Helder himself described as “an error of
youth, the result of passion without reason”.
The turning point was reached in Rio
de Janeiro, the city of which Pius XII appointed him auxiliary bishop on 3
March, 1952 (he was then 43) and where
he was ordained bishop on 20 April,
1952. It was there, as he often said, the
new bishop discovered “not so much
poverty as the poor”. From this “encounter with the poor”, as he would
later tell, was born the idea of the Providence Bank of St Sebastian to assist the
poor, the marginalized and the rejects of
society.
In Rio, the then capital of Brazil, he organized
the
36th
International
Eucharistic Congress and the National
Conference of Bishops of Brazil of which
he was a very active general secretary for
12 years. He took part in the Second Vatican Council and made notable
contributions on the theme of human
promotion.
On November 16, 1965, a few days before the Second Vatican Council ended,
40 bishops led by bishop Hélder Câmara
met at night in the Catacombs of Domitilla outside Rome. They celebrated the
Eucharist and signed a document under
the title of the Pact of the Catacombs. In
13 points, the pact insists on the evangelical poverty of the church: without
honorific titles, without privileges, and
without worldly ostentation. It insists on
collegiality and on co-responsibility in
the church as people of God.

Comboni Mission • Aut umn 2015

After the Council, his theological-pastoral reflections were decisive in the
definition of the preferential option for
the poor.
He was appointed Archbishop of

Olinda and Recife on 12 March 1964, by
Paul VI, nineteen days before the atrocious military coup in Brazil. The
reaction of the newly-appointed archbishop was swift and unequivocal: he
expressed strong support for Diocesan
Catholic Action which condemned the
coup and this, inevitably led to his being
dubbed “communist” by the new military authorities.
The local governor forbade Dom
Helder to speak in public, outside the
walls of the church. It was then that Dom
Helder chose a new path: that of writing
and holding conferences abroad. He
published 23 books that were translated
into more than 20 languages.
He played an important role in the
conference of Medellin (1968) where the
Latin American Church made a definite
“option for the poor”.
Dom Helder was the reference point
for the base ecclesial communities for
the whole of the Latin American conti-

nent and influenced many pastoral decisions. His policies led to his being
branded communist and subversive.
During a meeting he once said: When
I give food to the poor, they call me a
saint. But when I ask why the poor have
no food, they say I am a communist and
subversive”.
He took part in numerous meetings
and conferences around the world and,
in 1970, in Paris, he courageously condemned the systematic use of torture in
his country as well as the existence of
thousands of political prisoners, many of
them unknown.
Speaking to a group of members of
the European parliament who were visiting Recife, he said:
“If I were bishop of Amsterdam or
Paris, my pastoral policy would be different. But the Pope gave me this
territory where the rights of the poor are
to be recognized without compromise”.

He resigned as Archbishop on 2 April
1985, having reached retirement age and
continued to live in the same popular
housing he had lived in since the start of
his episcopal ministry in Recife, until his
death on 27 August 1999, at the age of
90 years.

11
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MISSION MARTYRS
The increasing number of
Catholic missionaries who
have died this past year is
a solemn reminder of the
risks people face daily as
they spread God’s
message of peace.
The Vatican-based official
news agency of Missio
worldwide, Fides, recently
made it known as that 26
pastoral care workers
were killed worldwide
during 2014. The victims
of these crimes died
under heart-breaking
circumstances and we
would like to offer our
condolences to all those
affected by these horrific
losses.
These missionaries gave
their lives carrying out
the mission of
proclaiming the Gospel
through witnessing to
their faith in daily life.
‘Let us go forth with hope!
The many missionary
martyrs of the faith and of
charity show us that there
is victory only in love and
in a life spent for the Lord
and neighbour, starting
with the poor.’
Pope Francis, IV National
Missionary Convention,
22 November 2014
12

Rev Eric Freed, 57, an American priest ordained as a member of the Salesians of Don
Bosco, was murdered on 1 January within the
rectory of his parish in Eureka, California,
USA. For some years he was a teacher and
chaplain in Japan, although in 2011 he was
appointed parish priest of San Bernardo
where he carried out his pastoral ministry.
Fr Jesus Erasmus Plaza Salessi, 80, and
Br Luis Edilberto Sanchez Morantes, 84,
both Salesians of Don Bosco, were attacked
with knives in an attempted robbery and died
as a result of their injuries on 16 February. The
incident took place on the premises of Don
Bosco College in Guaparo, Venezuela.
Fr Rolando Martinez Lava, parish priest of
Santa Maria de Guadalupe in Canalejas, Mexico, was killed during a robbery on 19
February. Ordained priest in 2000, he worked
for the Episcopal Commission for Social-Pastoral Caritas.

Rev Eric Freed

Fr Frans van der Lugt SJ

Fr Lazzaro Longobardi, 69, parish priest of
St Raphael the Archangel in Sibari, Italy, was
murdered on 2 March. Ordained in 1971, the
priest was passionate about the marginalised,
especially immigrants in search of work.
Fr Juan Francisco Blandon Meza, 42, an
American pastor of the Immaculate Conception of Mary in Wiwli, Nicaragua, was short on
6 April. He was known for his commitment towards social groups and for the defence of
human rights.
Fr Frans van der Lugt SJ, a Dutch Jesuit
who had been living in Homs, Syria, for the
past forty-eight years, was abducted and killed
on 7 April in front of the residence of the Jesuits in Homs. Known for his involvement in
interreligious dialogue, Fr van der Lugt also
worked with children with mental disabilities.

Fr Gilbert Dasna

Sr Juliana Li

Fr Christ Forman Wilibona, pastor to the
mission of the Paoua in the Central African Republic, was shot and killed at a roadblock in
Bossangoa on 18 April by rebels.
Samuel Gustavo Gomez Veleta, 21, a student at the Archdiocesan Seminary of
Chihuahua, Mexico, was kidnapped and later
murdered in the town of Aldama where he
carried out his missionary service, on 15 April.

Fr Kenneth Walker
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Sr Mary Paule Tacke

Sr Olga Raschietti

Sr Lucia Pulici

Fr Gerry Maria Inau and a lay extraordinary
minister of the Eucharist named Benedict,
were killed while walking to a remote area of
the Diocese of Bereina in Papua New Guinea.
Although the pair belonged to two different
tribal groups, the both worked together giving a witness of unity.
Fr Gilbert Dasna, 32, of the Congregation
of the Sons of Mary Mother of Mercy, Assistant
Pastor of St Paul's Cathedral in Alberta,
Canada, was shot and killed on 9 May. Originally from Cameroon, Fr Dasna had been
living in Canada for three years.

killed in the mission of Kamerge, Burundi, on 7
September. The three had spent their lives in
Africa and had just returned to Burundi to be
with ‘their people’.
Fr Jose Acuna Ascencion Osorio, 42,
parish priest of Arcelia, Mexico, was found down
in the river Balsas, near the village of Santa Cruz
de Las Tinajas, far from his residence. He had
been mission since 21 September.
Fr Reinaldo Herrera Lures

Sr Juliana Li, 69, of the Congregation of the
Infant Jesus, died a week after a violent attack
in Seremban, Kuala Lumpur, on 14 May. She
and Sr Mary Rose Teng, 79, were beaten while
in the Church of the Visitation.
Rev Paul-Emile Nzale, 76, was killed
alongside eighteen people during an attack
on Our Lady of Fatima parish church in Bangui, the capital of Central African Republic, on
28 May.

Fr Andrés Duque Echeverry
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Fr John Ssenyonda, a Comboni missionary of
Ugandan nationality, disappeared on 20 April
and was later found in a mass grave near the
town of Chilapa, Mexico, on 29 October. He had
arrived in Guerrero in 2008, after having carried
out his pastoral ministry in Tlacotepec in the Heliodoro Castillo area.
Fr Alfonso Comina Zevallos, 56, parish
priest of St Andrew the Apostle in Pisco, Peru,
was beaten to death in the rectory of his parish
on 24 December.

Fr John Ssenyondo

Sr Clecensia Kapuli, 50, of the Congregation of Our Lady Queen of Apostles was shot
and killed during a street robbery in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania, on 23 June. She was the
treasurer of a secondary school run by her
congregation.
Sr Lucia Pulici, 75, Sr Olga Raschietti,
82, and Sr Bernadetta Boggian, 79, all
Italian Xaverian missionaries, were savagely

Fr Reinaldo Alfonso Herrera Lures, who
served in the Dioces of La Guaira, Venezuela, as
a military chaplain, disappeared on 2 September and was found dead on 27 September. He
was also a parish priest in various parishes and
was Chancellor of the Diocese of La Guaira and
chaplain Colegio Champagnat in Caracas.
Fr Andrés Duque Echeverry, parish priest of
San Buenaventura in Medellín, Colombia, was
murdered on 3 October. He was robbed and
killed at the exit of a train station.

Fr Kenneth Walker, 29, of the Priestly Fraternity of St Peter, was killed at the Mater
Misericordiae Mission in Phoenix, Arizona,
USA, on 11 June in a suspected robbery.
Sr Mary Paule Tacke, 82, of the Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of the
Precious Blood, also knwn as the Missionaries
of Mariannhill, was abducted and killed near
Mthatha in South Africa on 15 Juen whilst on
her way to one of the orphanages she
founded. Originally from Idaho, USA, she had
been working in South Africa since the 1950s.

Sr Bernadetta Boggian

Fr Gregorio Lopez Grosotieta

Fr Gregorio Lopez Grosotieta, 39, disappeared on 21 December and was found dead on
Christmas Day in Colonia Juarez, Mexico. The
priest was a professor of The Anunciacion Major
Seminary and was apparently kidnapped prior
to being shot.
‘We are called to go forth with zeal, with
courage... with sensitivity, reverence for others, a desire to share with them that word of
grace which has the power to build them up.
We are called to be missionary disciples.’
Pope Francis, 2015
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For Pax Christi leader,
peacemaking and Catholic
social justice are inseparable
Rosemarie Pace
Age: 61
Who she is: Director of Pax
Christi Metro New York

Lives in: Middle Village, Queens,
N.Y.
Sr. Camille: You have been the face
and energy of Pax Christi Metro
for 14 years. What brought you
into this arena?
Pace: I don’t remember when I read
in The Tablet of a group of Catholics
who were engaged in some kind of
peace activism. Intrigued, I was curious to know more, but it was years
before I inquired about them at St.
John’s University, where I worshipped
on Sundays. The sister in charge of
the choir directed me to a Fr. Jim

Reese, who taught at SJU. He was a
member of Pax Christi Queens. He
directed me to Elaine L’Etoile, another member of the group, who invited
me to a meeting one Sunday evening
in September 1987. I dragged along a
friend so I wouldn’t be a lone
stranger in the group. I was immediately drawn in and have been a
member ever since, even though at
that time, I knew nothing of Pax
Christi beyond that little local group.
That’s when and where my education
began.

What do you see as Pax
Christi’s challenges?

Rosemarie Pace

14

I’d put our challenges in two categories: those related to mission and
those related to administration.
First, mission: Being the Catholic
peace movement (so dubbed by Pope
Pius XII in Pax Christi’s early history),
we come up against two problems.
Because we’re Catholic, there are
those who have a preconceived
notion about us. They may expect us
to be focused on issues that are too
conservative, or, ironically, others may
think we’re too liberal and therefore
not orthodox enough to call ourselves Catholic. Then there are those
who won’t support religious organizations of any faith. Some even
consider us self-righteous and elitist.
Administratively, our biggest challenge is that we are so small. We don’t
have nearly enough monetary or non-

monetary resources to be on sound
footing at any time. Only a couple
hundred on our mailing list support
us financially. Most are religious and
clergy or people in modest-income
service jobs. We just don’t have
enough money to get us beyond a
one-person staff (me) to do everything that any organization needs to
survive. Our volunteers are much valued but are part-time and often
temporary help. The struggle just to
survive steals time from the mission
of educating and advocating for peace
in parishes, schools and the community.

What do you work to
promote?
We work to promote peace and
peacemaking inseparable from social
justice. This peace is grounded in
Catholic social teaching and the
Gospel. We work to make Catholics,
in particular, aware that our church
calls all of us to be peacemakers, that
peace is as fundamental to our faith
as any other issue for which the
church is better known.

What have you learned
along the way?
I’ve learned a tremendous amount
about our faith, both from Scripture
and Catholic social teaching. I’ve
learned about peacemaking and
peacemakers whom I never encountered in school – and I am almost
exclusively Catholic school educated,
right through a doctorate in education and an Advanced Professional
Diploma in religious education.
I’ve learned about resources, like
NCR, that I didn’t know before joining Pax Christi back in 1987. I’ve also
learned about other Catholic organizations, about other faiths, and about
the U.N. from the inside.

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk
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Who most influenced your
belief system?
I think my belief system is a cumulative reality. I think back to my days in
Catholic elementary school, the religion classes, the books I read (I loved
reading biographies of saints), the
whole Catholic parish life. I was part
of two parish folk groups where we
planned liturgies as well as led the
music. The changes initiated by the
Second Vatican Council influenced
my understanding of the faith, putting
more emphasis on Jesus in the
Gospels, on love as the greatest commandment, on mercy, and less on
punitive rules and regulations. I
taught in Catholic schools, and it’s
not just a cliché to say you learn as
you teach.

What parts give you
greatest satisfaction?
I get my greatest satisfaction from
writing. When I write, I feel like God
is writing through me, and I am sometimes surprised by what I find on the
written page. Through writing, I feel
like I am doing my best to share the
message and mission of Pax Christi.
I learn as I teach, whether I’m writing an email or Facebook message, a
bulletin insert, an article for Kerux or
Kerux Live!, a seasonal reflection, an
appeal letter, a brochure or flier for an
event, a prayer service, any form of
writing. I think writing is my greatest
gift from God, and so it is my greatest
gift back to God and people.

How do you pray?
I use the book Give Us This Day for
daily prayers and reflections. I also
use a little pamphlet, “Let Peace Fill
My Heart: Prayers for Nonviolence,”
which has daily prayers as well. Then
there are prayers I offer in my own
words.

meaning in all this seemingly chaotic
universe.

Where do you see faith in
action?
My faith is definitely in action in my
work for Pax Christi. I wouldn’t be
doing this work if it weren’t for my
faith – and hope. I believe without the
shadow of a doubt that this job is a
vocation for me. If I ever had a mystic
experience, it was in deciding to
apply for this job and being reassured
that God had chosen me. I don’t say
that arrogantly; I say that most
humbly and with tremendous hesitation to put it out there publicly.
I also see my faith in values I try to
live in my personal life – my environmental ethic, how I vote, what I do
with my personal time, and so forth.

What in contemporary
Catholicism distresses
you?
Unfortunately, the Catholic church is
known worldwide for its positions on
sexual matters like abortion, contraception, same-sex marriage, and the
child abuse scandal. It’s not known
nearly as well for its far more important mission-related positions on war
and peace, torture, nuclear weapons,
death penalty, immigration, poverty,
climate change, and so forth, what we
know as Catholic social teaching to
serve when you feel you are valued.

What gives you hope?
People doing good, especially in the
face of despair. Realizing that none of
us is really alone when it comes to
working for peace and justice. We
share in the struggle.

What about your faith is
most meaningful to you?
Another hard question. I don’t know.
I think this is one of those questions
that you don’t realize has an answer
because you just take it for granted.
I’m asking myself, if I didn’t have my
faith, what would be missing?
Probably hope, hope that there is a
God, that I’ll see my family again
when I die, hope that this world can
be a better place, hope that there is
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Jose Henriquez, Pat-Gaffney, Archbishop Malcolm McMahon, Fr Ziad Hilal and Ann Dodd
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By Fr Alfred Mawadri

South Sudan
To live the present with
passion
A young Ugandan Comboni
missionary talks about his
pastoral activities in one of
the remotest missions in
the South Sudan

O

ur mission in Old Fanagk is
located in the northern part
of Jonglie State under the
diocese of Malakal and is the
remotest mission in the entire
South Sudan. There are no roads;
Praying for courage and hope.
thus no vehicles, motorcycles,
empowering local people to build
bicycles, or mobile telephone
? net
a better future. It takes 4?5 days
population has tripled.
work.
? com
We live among pastoralists theby foot to reach the farthest
Being a remote place, Old
munities in Ayod! From the centre,
Nuer who call themselves
Fangak has become the safest
we cover an area of 30?40 thou
?
place since the beginning of theNaath , meaning The people . We
the sq. kilometers and all our
current conflict in South Sudandedicate our lives in caring forsand
pastoral visits are done on foot.
different communities in and
and many people have taken
refuge in the area and thus thearound Old Fangak, fostering? edu Most of the pastoral outreach is
made possible through the cate
?
cation, women promotion and
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On Safari

Children gather outside church for mass

addressed
by the CPA. Contrary to
nally displaced. By this month of
chists who stay in the villages.
The
August, an estimated 3.9 million
catechists are the ones keeping its name, the CPA was an elitist
the Christian communities togeth
?
bargain between Sudan s ruling people will face alarming levels of
National Congress Party and the food insecurity.
er and in fervent faith.
About 98% of the population instrongest element of the southernEvery day, in our mission in Old
the area is illiterate and the
?
major
resistance, the Sudan People s Fangak, we can hear gun shots;
people are living in fear, not
ity of the women hardly read or Liberation Movement Army
knowing what will happen tomor
?
write. Since the start of the conflict
(SPLM/A). It was not comprehen
?
in December 2013, the only func
?
sive at all, because it did not row or next week. As a result of
tioning primary schools in the include other political parties the
and conflict, the only affordable
whole region are the three where
other groups of rebels (other transport system through the river
Nile
we have given a hand.
armed militia) and local people.
It by boats that connect our area
with other towns is cut off, hence
The conflict in south Sudan that
was an agreement between the
this becomes a problem for basic
broke out in December 2013 is SPLM and the Khartoum govern?
human needs like: sugar, salt,
still tense and our region is under
ment. There was no proper
soap, oil, cloths, and so on. There
the control of the rebels (the SPLM
process of integration of the
? mili
are lots of traumatized people in
in opposition). It is very hard tias
and into a single national army.
this has proved to be an obstacle
Many soldiers remained faithful the
to area.
There are many child soldiers in
for the mission and us. Although
their leaders as such so that when
the
army; recently about 1,500
they respect us missionaries, we
the current conflict started the
cannot perform our activities with
soldiers were able to regroup children and youths have been
freedom since we are monitored themselves very quickly under recruited in our mission area.
Besides us there were another
and especially for me, being a their leaders. With the rainy season
Ugandan, it is even more risky, well underway and the fact that two Comboni missionary commu?
nities among the Nuer pastoralists:
given the military intervention peace
of
negotiations have not made
Uganda in the conflict. I have to
be tangible progress, the ?con the Ayod and Leer communities.
much
However, last year Ayod was ?cap
prudent always in what I say. flict has settled into stalemate.
tured by government forces and
The conflict that emerged in
According to the last UN report,
the entire population fled. The two
South Sudan could be understood thousands have died in the fight
?
elderly missionaries also fled with
as a continuation of unresolved ing; 400,000 have become
the community and settled in
South?South tensions that were, refugees in neighboring countries
Mogok and they have pastorally
perhaps, never adequately
and 1.1 million have been inter
?

Families meeting at the St Daniel Comboni Centre
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Another hazardous boat-journey ahead !
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by Fr John Downey mccj

“Let their cry
be heard”
pleads Sr Azezet Kidane
fter five years working with
refugees and empowering
women in their struggle for
recognition of rights, a Comboni
Missionary Sister, Azezet, 59 – years –
of age sees her mission as
increasingly stressful and difficult. In
her Centre (Physicians for Human
Rights – Israel) at Tel Aviv, she daily
meets and welcomes Eritrean, Sudanese refugees and other ethnic
groups in search of a permanent
home. Her efforts are constant and
at weekends she uses her nursing expertise to attend to expectant
mothers and other sick women at a
nearby clinic.
“I live in Bethany which is a suburb of Jerusalem, the Palestinian side
of the city. The clinic in which I am
employed is the centre point for all
immigrants who do not have health
insurance. They are the poorest of
society. Their requests are many: demands for abortions by many
women who have been raped, treatment for the people suffering from
horrible burns and wounds to the
body inflicted by tortures in extracting ransoms and also many
psychosomatic and orthopaedic
problems. These are some of the
many despicable crimes committed
against these innocent people fleeing from war and persecution. Many
are killed in transport accidents
along the dangerous and difficult
territory towards and from Sinai,”
she tells me. All is this is being made
more difficult by recent policies that
the Israeli government is putting
into action.
Perhaps following in the line of the
EU and strict measures to respond to
the Mediterranean refugee crisis, Is-

A
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Sr Azezet, ‘one of the heroes acting to end modern day slavery’

rael has drawn up some drastic new
policies to deal with the refugee influx from Egypt into Israel. From
2010, an estimated 35,000 refugees
and asylum seekers were in Israel
seeking sanctuary from genocide,
civil war and persecution from countries such as Sudan/Darfur, Eritrea,
the Ivory Coast and the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Now the Israeli
government has told unwanted
Africans that they must leave or face
an indefinite stay in prison. It has
been reported that Israeli authorities
are sending letters to the first 45,000
Eritrean and Sudanese refugees, informing them they have 30 days to
accept Israel’s offer of $ 3,500 in
cash and a one-way ticket home or
to an unnamed third country in

Africa, or face imprisonment at the
Saharinim prison in the desert. Sr
Azezet in her speech at the Vatican
on ‘International Women’s Day’
states clearly to her listeners that, “I
don’t want to speak about the suffering refugees but I want to speak
for them.”
“Recently I received a phone call
from an Eritrean women refugee living in the US. She told me that her
brother had been kidnapped and
was being held by the smugglers in
Sinai. They were demanding a ransom of $6,000. She had been forced
to listen by phone as her brother
screamed for help whilst undergoing
torture.
“It took her ages to raise the
money through the Churches, on
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Sr Azezet receives her award from Hilary Clinton.

the streets and by selling family
property. She asked me to convey
this money to the traffickers. This request put me in a very difficult
dilemma. How could I convey
money to evil traffickers? I didn’t
know what to do. In the end I
replied that in conscience I was unable to respond to her plea. A few
weeks later she phoned telling me
that her brother had been killed.
For several days I could not sleep.
What would the Good Shepherd
have done? I don’t know.”

Comboni Mission • Autumn 2015

She has welcomed the refugees,
being part of the group, ‘Physicians
for Human Rights – Israel’ (PHR-I).
In our meeting in London recently,
she tells me that “Over the last two
years, hundreds of asylum seekers,
victims of torture and trafficking,
have shared with me, their incredible stories of physical and emotional
pain suffered at the hands of smugglers in the Sinai desert. Victims of
sexual slavery and torture. People
kept in chains for months, blindfolded for months and on release

blinded by the sudden shock with
daylight. Families seeking to pay ransom for family members kidnapped
and held at ransom by traffickers.
“We at ‘Physicians for Human Rights
– Israel’ are doing all we can to help
these victims but our efforts are not
the solution.”
A few years ago Aziza received
from the hands of Hilary Clinton,
then American Secretary of State, the
prestigious U.S. State Department’s
Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Heroes
Award. She had hoped that it might
have created international coverage
and support of her work but it hasn’t. Now it seems, with recent strict
laws passed by the Israeli government and European States, that
responsibility for the fate of refugees
is being passed from one to another.
“Like Pilate, they wash their hands,”
says Sr Azezet.
“The silence of the world faced
with such evil towards migrants
makes me suffer because I know if
these people were European there
would be greater sympathy towards
their cause. In reality we are not all
equal. My hope is that now many of
these victims have gained the
courage to speak and this gives me
complete satisfaction. Meanwhile I
can continue to be a voice and eyes
for them.”
19
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In Loving Memory
The names sent to us of all those who have died
are entered on our List of the Dead
They are placed on our altars in our chapels and remain there throughout the month of
November. Masses are offered by the respective communities that they may have eternal
rest with the Lord, and that their families and friends may be consoled in their loss.

As the gentle breeze of springtime warms our winter world,
a new year begins.
As the golden sun of morning scatters the shadows of night,
a new day begins.
As our Lord Jesus Christ reaches out to take our hand at the gate of death,
so a new life begins.

20
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The
Canticle of
Brother Sun
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire,
through whom you light the night and he is beautiful
and playful and robust and strong.
Most High, all powerful, good Lord,
Yours are the praises, the glory, the honor,
and all blessing.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Mother Earth,
who sustains us and governs us and who produces
varied fruits with colored flowers and herbs.

To You alone, Most High, do they belong,
and no man is worthy to mention Your name.

Praised be You, my Lord,
through those who give pardon for Your love,
and bear infirmity and tribulation.

Be praised, my Lord, through all your creatures,
especially through my lord Brother Sun,
who brings the day; and you give light through him.
And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendor!
Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness.
Praise be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon
and the stars, in heaven you formed them
clear and precious and beautiful.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind,
and through the air, cloudy and serene,
and every kind of weather through which
You give sustenance to Your creatures.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water,
which is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.
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Blessed are those who endure in peace
for by You, Most High, they shall be crowned.
Praised be You, my Lord,
through our Sister Bodily Death,
from whom no living man can escape.
Woe to those who die in mortal sin.
Blessed are those whom death will
find in Your most holy willl,
for the second death shall do them no harm.
Praise and bless my Lord, and give Him thanks
and serve Him with great humility.
AMEN
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Mailbag
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Letters from readers are most welcome but we regret we cannot publish
them all. Some may be shortened due to lack of space.
You can also email us at:
combonimission@eircom.net • leeds@comboni@org.uk
combonimissionaries@yahoo.com - Editor • vrf@carglw.fsnet.co.uk
Dear Fr.

children and for this I dedicate the
following lines:
The West Bank
What shall we do ? Stay or go ? Stay
in the land that we love or wander
out into the unknown ?
We had no choice.
We left.
Our eldest son straddled on a
strong sheep, while my husband,
the leader of our Beduin tribe led
the way. Carrying our meagre
supplies we headed for the hills
towards the promised land.
Having arrived we built our
homes with bits and pieces carried
along the way.

No-mans land is our home,
No-one wants us.
Or so we thought. One day a
group of women suddenly
appeared. Who were they? They
were smiling with no intention of
bulldozing our homes.
How I remember that day and the
weeks that followed. Sister Azezet
and her friends. Our little Beduin
children love them dearly. They are
all now happier and healthier.
I constantly ask Allah to protect
them as they journey to and fro
from their homes in Palestine.
{spoken in the voice of a Beduin
mother}

Yours faihfully,
Vera Rooke, Durham
Fr Melaku preached at ‘Open Day Mass’,
Leeds

On behalf of myself and Sid, my
husband, I would like to thank you
for a lovely day in Leeds on June
27. Whenever we have been able to
attend your ‘Open Day’ we have
beem comforted and moved
spiritually. I was especially looking
forward to meeting Sr Azezet again,
having met her on our pilgrimage
to Rome for the Canonisation of
Daniel Comboni
Her presentation with slides was
so moving and informative. She is
an inspiration. I wanted to do
something to help the Beduin
22

Dear Comboni Fathers and
benefactors,
We are writing to thank you
from the bottom of our hearts
for your very generous
donation. This money will be of
crucial assistance to some of the
most vulnerable asylum seeking
women who attend our
Kuchinate Women’s
Empowerment Project. Your
commitment to help us is
sincerely appreciated. We have
women whose needs are so
Children-victims of war.
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wonderful work out on the
missions.
Suffering seems to be a big part
of our life but amazingly your
reports are so positive and the Holy
Spirit is certainly guiding and
inspiring all you do.
Sincerely,
Sr. Margaret,
Presentation Convent,
Cork

Sr Azezet with Women’s Empowerment Group

overwhelming that they struggle
to maintain themselves and
their families even though they
are in the project. An example
of some of these women
include, women who are single
mothers and have children with
disabilities, in and out of
hospital with bills that they
cannot pay; we have women
who have psychological
difficulties due to their
experiences in the Sinai on their
journeys to Israel; we have
women who are themselves
physically disabled and are
unable to work in any place,
and we have women who are
victims of domestic violence
with husbands in prison who
suffer psychologically and are
often ostracized by the
community. With your help we
have been able to purchase
more fabrics so that we can
continue to income generate
through producing carpets and
baskets. Additionally we are able
to assist some of our most
vulnerable women through
adding to a fund to give small
assistance to some of these
women at times of great need.
We look forward to one day
hosting you to view our
Comboni Mission • Aut umn 2015

beautiful products and listen to
our stories.
May God reward you and bless
you.
With best wishes, on behalf of
all of us,
Sister Azezet Kidane
Project consultant
Dr Diddy Mymin Kahn
Founder and Co- Director
Dear Fr.
Hope all goes well with you all. I’m
enjoying reading the last issue of
your magazine.
God reward you for your

Dear Father,
I’m sending a donation towards
masses to be said for my deceased
Mother and Father and their
faithful departed ones.
I would like my donation to go
towards a hospital in the slums of
Nairobi, Kenya run by your
missionaries. I read about it in
‘Comboni Mission’.
Yours sincerely
Ms. O’Brien,
Crawley, West Sussex

Dear Father,
I hope you can send some of your
Comboni publications – No Greater
Love – Missionary Rosary.
I found the article on Brazil in the
spring issue to be very interesting.
Thanking you.
Sincerely
T.C. Gittins,
Liverpool

Sr Laura ,Comboni Sister, speaking at the Glasgow ' Open Day'.

23

Comboni Master Sept 2015_Comboni Magazine Master Aut 2011 26/11/2020 14:31 Page 24

Don’t Forget your Deceased Loved Ones
in this Year’s November Masses.
Why not have them remembered the whole year round, too!

The Holy Redeemer
Perpetual Mass Guild
Holy Mass is celebrated every day for all members, living and dead.
Quality Membership Certificates in full colour, mounted in beautiful folders,
make an excellent gift, or a gesture of condolence, or simply a reminder of
spiritual union with our missionaries. Certificates will,
on request, be sent directly to those you wish to receive them.

Contact your mission office in Leeds (for England and Wales), Dublin (for
or Glasgow (for Scotland) and ask for details and application forms
Comboni Missionaries
Brownberrie Lane
LEEDS LS18 5HE
Tel. 0113 258 2658

Comboni Missionary Sisters
151 Baillieston Road
GLASGOW G32 0TG
Tel.: 0141 771 1773

Comboni Missionaries
8 Clontarf Road
DUBLIN 3
Tel: 01 833 0051

Comboni Missionaries
138 Carmyle Avenue
GLASGOW G32 8DL
Tel. 0141 641 4399

Comboni Missionaries
London Road
SUNNINGDALE SL5 0JY
Tel: 01344 621238

Comboni Missionary Sisters
2 Chiswick Lane
LONDON W4 2JE
Tel. 0208 994 0449

Visit our websites: www.comboni.org.uk • www.southworld.net

