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 Let’s be happy, celebrate, and shout 
the ALLELUIA of new life. (page 9)

Comboni Lay missionaries. (pages 18-19)
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Being, all ye dear-bought 
nations, bring, alleluia,

Your richest praises to your 
King, alleluia,

That spotless Lamb, 
who more than due, alleluia,

Paid for his sheep, 
and those sheep you, alleluia,

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

That guiltless Son, 
who brought your peace, 

alleluia,

And made his Father’s anger 
cease, alleluia.

Then new Life and death 
together fought, alleluia,

Each to a strange extreme 
were brought, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

We, Lord, with faithful hearts 
and voice, alleluia,

On his thy rising day rejoice, 
alleluia.

O thou, whose power 
o’ercame the grave, alleluia,

By grace and love us sinners 
save, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Easter Morning Hymn
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Getting to know the
Comboni

Missionaries

Mgr. Claudio Lurati, 58, is Italian.  At 
a farewell Mass in our Rome head-
quarters, before leaving for Egypt, 

Mgr. Lurati said that he had accepted this 
appointment, but had many reasons to re-
fuse, “yet I said yes because I saw it as 
the voice of the Lord Jesus, who was 
calling me to set out for a new mis-
sion, albeit with a different role, in a 
country with which I was already fa-
miliar. Today I ask you to accompany 
me with your prayers. Thank you.” The 
Latin Church has around 70,000 members. 
The Apostolic Vicariate has jurisdiction over 
the faithful of the Latin Rite in all of Egypt. 
The seat of the Vicariate is the city of Alexan-
dria, where the cathedral of Saint Catherine 
is located. The Vicariate has 30 parishes in 
all of Egypt, 167 priests and religious men, 
and 250 religious’ women.

The Catholic Church in Egypt is very 
small numerically: 300,000 members out of 

Egypt
Mons. Claudio Lurati: “Called to witness with our lives”

by Andrew Bwalya

a population of 100 million inhabitants the 
majority of whom are Muslims. A character-
istic of the Church is that it includes 
communities of seven different rites: Coptic 
(the largest), Latin, Armenian, Maronite, 
Syro-Catholic, Chaldean and Greek-Melkite.

“Being such a small community in a coun-
try deeply marked by a Muslim presence is a 
great opportunity to rediscover the reasons 
for a presence that does not depend on 
numbers or its works, important though 
they may be,” says Mgr. Lurati. “We fi nd the 
reasons for our presence in the person of 
Jesus whom we are called to witness to by 
our lives, marveling at seeing our witness 
reaching the most improbable people and 
places and at the way meaningful relations 
are built up along with endless possibilities 
of walking together even with those who 
are different from us”.

The newly-appointed bishop continues: 
“The Catholic Church, which is not only 

Latin, is a reality that impresses by its in-
ter-nationality. It is composed of people 
from all over the world. Its inter-nationality 
gives it a unique profi le which must be put 
to good use. While in every Christian situa-
tion the challenge is to live unity in 
multiplicity, for us this is especially required. 
It is also the most powerful instrument for 
testimony we have at hand”.

The fi rst school of catechesis
The evangelization of Egypt originated in 
the preaching of St Mark the Evangelist, 
precisely in Alexandria in Egypt. Christianity 
spread rapidly. In Alexandria, which had be-
come the See and second only to Rome in 
importance, was founded what was consid-
ered the fi rst School of Catechesis of 
Christianity in the II century. Its teachers 

On August 6th, 2020, our Treasurer General in Rome, Mgr. Claudio Lurati, was nominated 
Vicar Apostolic of Alexandria in Egypt. Mgr. Lurati had worked for eleven years as Treasurer 

General. He was ordained bishop on 30 October in the Church of St. Joseph in Cairo. 

Mgr. Claudio Lurati, bishop of the 
Catholic Latin community in Egypt.

The new Bishop with parishioners
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included: Athenagoras, Clement, Dydimus, 
Origen and such illustrious visitors as St Je-
rome. In the IV century, monasticism began 
to spread.

In the V century, the Coptic Church (Cop-
tic means Egyptian), together with other 
Eastern Churches of the Latin and Greek 
Church, separated, rejecting the conclusion 
of the Council of Chalcedon convoked in 
451, in which monophysitism, the heretical 
Eutychian doctrine which recognized in Je-
sus a single, divine nature, denying his 
human nature, was condemned. The com-
ing of the Arabs saw Egypt subjected to a 
progressive process of Arabisation and Isla-
misation which, starting in the IX century, 
made Christians a persecuted minority, 
though always very much present. From the 
XIII century, the pastoral care of European 
Catholics who had settled in the country 
was entrusted to the Friars Minor in the 
Holy Land.

It was not until 1839 that the Apostolic 
Vicariate of Egypt was erected, subject di-
rectly to the Holy See. In 1951, it assumed 
the title of Alexandria of Egypt and, on 30 
November 1987, the Apostolic Vicariates of 
Heliopolis in Egypt and Port Said were add-
ed to it.

A sense of respect
He says that the Catholic Church in Egypt, 
with its involvement in education and chari-
table works, enjoys respect and prestige. 
“The Church has founded a number of 
schools – highly regarded for their educa-
tional standards and in which 50% of the 
students may be Muslim – and charitable 
works such as dispensaries, medical centres 
and initiatives for the training of women 
and assisting immigrants and refugees, 
mostly from Sudan and Eritrea”.

There is, of course, in Egypt, a powerful 
presence of the Orthodox Coptic Church. 
“The Coptic Church has great riches to be 
shared and we are especially attentive to it, 
though we may fi nd this diffi cult since it 
mostly uses the Arab language. As in the 
past, there is a high degree of collaboration 

socially, in public health and education. We 
celebrate Easter following the Orthodox 
calendar, with a few exceptions. It would 
certainly be good to reach agreement on 
this among all the Christian communities of 
the world”.

Egypt is increasingly becoming central to 
the Catholic Church regarding relations 

with the World of Islam. In his recent encyc-
lical Brothers All, Pope Francis makes 
explicit reference to the Sheikh of al-Azhar. 
“In recent years, the highest Islamic reli-
gious authority in Egypt, the Grand Imam of 
al-Azhar, Ahmad al-Tayyib, has shown him-
self to be one of the more active partners in 
dialogue with the Catholic Church, so much 
so that he signed the document of Human 
Brotherhood in Abu Dhabi in February 2019 
and is quoted in the Encyclical, with some 
opinions almost shared, as if they had been 
written perhaps by two authors rather than 
one. Come to think of it, this is staggering”, 
Mons. Lurati says.

The bishop continues: “There is also the 
historical legacy of the visit of St Francis to 
the Sultan. That visit has hardly left a trace 
among Muslim historians of the time but, in 
the memory of the Christian West, it re-
mains a great gesture of approach, an 
unarmed and free encounter. After that ex-
perience, St Francis wrote his Unstamped 
Rule and instructed his friars to “go among 
the Saracens”, to be “subject to all human 
creatures for love of God”. Here there is 
also a lesson for us living as a minority in a 
Muslim country, and so formed for a reli-
gion that is different from ours. Being here 
as a minority and obedient to that world, 
allows us to come to know it since obedi-
ence is the path to knowledge”.

The episcopal motto of Mgr. Lurati is 
‘Quaerite Primum Regnum Dei’– ‘Seek fi rst 
the Kingdom of God’.  “It is both the fruit of 
experience and an aspiration. In my reli-
gious and priestly life, I have always done 
what I was asked and, on the few occasions 
when I had other things in mind, things 
turned out differently. However, to have the 
Kingdom of God as one’s fi rst horizon has 
made me freer and more rendered more 
gratuitous and abundant what came after-
wards. I hope this attitude will continue to 
inspire me and place me ever more at the 
service of this Church”.

Genevieve Devey

with the World of Islam. In his recent encyc-
lical Brothers All, Pope Francis makes 
explicit reference to the Sheikh of al-Azhar. 
“In recent years, the highest Islamic reli-
gious authority in Egypt, the Grand Imam of 
al-Azhar, Ahmad al-Tayyib, has shown him-
self to be one of the more active partners in 
dialogue with the Catholic Church, so much 
so that he signed the document of Human 
Brotherhood in Abu Dhabi in February 2019 
and is quoted in the Encyclical, with some 
opinions almost shared, as if they had been 
written perhaps by two authors rather than 
one. Come to think of it, this is staggering”, 
Mons. Lurati says.

Alexandria. The cathedral of Saint 
Catherine.

Mgr Lurati in audience with Pope Francis

Pope Francis with Sheik Ahmed el-Tayeb, the grand imam of Al-Azhar University.
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Fr John Martin Troy 27.02.1937 – 20.11.2020
At the young age of 12, Fr Troy left 
his native town of Birmingham in the 
Midlands and went north to Yorkshire 
where he entered our minor seminary 
at St Peter Claver College, Stillington.

He proved to be an inquisitive and 
bright pupil. A characteristic that 
accompanied him throughout his life. 
Like most of the radical members of 
the London Province he was destined 
to be a  “Jack of all trades!” turning his 
hand to varied ministries. 

Fr John, was the son of a Welsh 
father and English mother, both with 
Irish roots. The family consisted of fi ve 
sisters and two brothers. 

He continued his studies and 
religious formation at Sunningdale and 
then went on to Rome completing his 
theological studies at the college of 
Propaganda Fide.

He was ordained 7.4.62 at the 
Lateran in Rome with two other 
Comboni colleagues. Present at 
the wonderful ceremony, travelling 
from England, were his parents and 
members of his family. On that day 38 
new priests were ordained in various 
places in Italy whilst 4 had been 
ordained in the U.S.A. on March 17th, 
making a total of 42 for that year.

After ordination he was assigned to 
the London Province and took over 
the running of the Mission Offi ce 
and edited ‘Verona Fathers Mission’ 
magazine for several years, whilst 
residing at Dawson Place. In 1966 he 
set off for Uganda to begin the fi rst 
period of a total of three stays in that 
country. Working as a parish priest 
at times and editing the magazine 
‘Leadership’ caused him great joy. He 
loved Africa and the people and would 
always refer to these years as his 
happiest. In between stints in Uganda 
he worked from Mirfi eld as Vocation 
Director and in 1981 after a period in 
the new parish of Rickmansworth he 
was appointed Provincial Superior of 

the London Province. During his time 
as Provincial he was responsible for 
setting up the Comboni Missionaries 
in Ireland in 1987. Previous attempts 
had failed. Many students went to learn 
English at the theological college of 
Maynooth.  Another historic moment 
during his time as Provincial was 
the closing of the junior seminary at 
Mirfi eld in 1984 thus ending a student 
presence of 24 years. 

 Fr John had been called to Rome to 
the offi ce of General Secretariat and 
was very much involved in translation 
work. He assisted in producing the 
‘Writings’ of St Daniel Comboni which 
resulted in the English edition being 
published in 2005. He was gifted with 
a prodigious capacity for languages 
and perhaps due to his cultural roots 
had mastered the basics of Welsh and 

Irish Gaelic. His command of Italian 
was excellent and his knowledge of 
African dialects stood him in good 
stead for his work amongst the African 
people. 

After Rome, Fr John returned to the 
London Province and spent different 
periods assisting in the Mission Offi ce 
of Leeds and as priest-in-charge at 
our church of the Sacred Heart  in 
Sunningdale where he is remembered 
for his devout liturgies and kindly 
service. Lastly, Fr. John spent his time 
at Sunningdale doing supply work 
and helping in the Church. Gifted 
with a strong constitution and interest 
in sports, namely cricket, football 
and Formula 1, helped him to be a 
convivial fi gure in his community.  
The celebration of his 50 years in the 
priesthood in 2012 at Sunningdale 
was a joyful occasion as together, 
with his sisters, brother and friends, 
parishioners, and confreres, gave 
thanks to God for such a wonderful 
grace.

 Sadly, with the oncoming of 
dementia he moved to Castel 
D’Azzano , our rest home in Northern 
Italy, in 2018, where he passed away 
peacefully affected by COVID-19 on 
the morning of November 20. 

His funeral mass was streamed from 
the Comboni House in Verona and 
was able to be assisted by his sisters, 
brother, extended family and Comboni 
friends and confreres in the London 
Province.  A future commemorative 
Mass is to be planned for his home 
parish in Darwen, Blackburn

Fr Baldan, Italian Provincial, and 
several confreres concelebrated. 
The funeral Mass was presided by 
Fr Tarquino Serra, superior of the 
House, who spoke of Fr. John as “a 
real gentleman, faithful missionary 
and joyful person”, great and holy 
servant to the mission of Africa and the 
London Province. May he rest in peace. 
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at Sunningdale doing supply work 
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Fr John at Mass in Sunningdale

“Take no purse with you, no haversack, no sandals….” (Lk. 10,4)

As we go to press covid-19 is still with us claiming victims; faced by tragic fi gures perhaps we too can fall 
into indifference, echoing to a famous quote: ‘If only one person dies of hunger it is a tragedy. 

If millions die, that’s only a statistic.’ 
During this time many, many, Comboni Brothers, Priests, Sisters, with lay persons, benefactors have fallen 

victims to the virus. Perhaps we would like to be on the front line to help but this is only a consequence 
of our feeling of solidarity and sympathy. Distancing has prevented us from marking our presence to offer 
our support at these terrible times. But then we are glad to have shared the lives of our friends who have 
passed away and we treasure their goodness and friendship. The following two dedications to Comboni 
colleagues, Fr John Troy, a member of our London Province, and Bro. Antonio Marchi, a close friend of 
Fr John Clark, represent all who have been taken with the virus as we thank God for their great witness. 

May they enjoy the treasure that awaits them in rising to eternal life.  

by Fr John Downey mccj
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Brother Antonio Marchi 1928 – 2021

A true son of Comboni with 
so much youthful energy.

As one who had the great privilege 
to have known him for over 
seventeen years, I can honestly say 
Brother Antonio Marchi was a man 
of God, a true son and follower of 
Daniel Comboni, with so much 
youthful energy. He was astonishing, 
beyond belief, for a man at his age. 
At the grand age of ninety-three, God 
decided to call him to Himself. May 
he rest in peace and rise in glory.

He had an outstanding passion 
for the Indigenous Peoples of the 
States of Rondonia and of Boa Vista, 
Brazil. Brother Antonio had to suffer 
so much misunderstanding, even 
persecution, from all sides before he 
fi nally got his dream to live and work 
in Amazonia, Brazil. His enthusiasm 
to serve the cause of the Indigenous 
Peoples never faltered throughout 
his life. 

He was a very gentle soul so often 
expressed in the tone of his voice. 
God blessed him with a tremendous 
sense of patience. I often witnessed 
this in our many frustrating dealings 
in Porto Velho, Rondonia, and Boa 
Vista. Trying to work with the 
diffi cult offi cials of the FUNAI, that 
is the Brazilian Federal Organization 
responsible for the welfare of 
Indigenous Peoples, in those days 
was anything but easy. Spiritually he 
was a man of solid faith. When we 
were in the indigenous reservation 
of the Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau, Rondonia, 
he facilitated a day of retreat. He 
gave one of the best sermons about 
hospitality that I have ever heard 
in my life. He lived what he was 
preaching.

I will never forget that day he 
knocked at the parish door of 
the Holy Family Parish in Cacoal, 
Rondonia, which I opened to 
suddenly behold the exhausted 
Brother Antonio fall fl at to the 
ground. He was suffering from 
malnutrition and exhaustion. I swiftly 
rushed him off to the local hospital 

and had the privilege to look after 
him for over a week.

Like so many of our Comboni 
Brothers, he had a hands-on 
approach in his pastoral activities. 
With untiring energy, he would 
visit countless parish groups in 
the Dioceses of Ji-Parana, Guajara-
Mirim and Porto Velho, Rondonia, to 
make them aware of the challenges, 
hardships and discrimination facing 
indigenous peoples.  His enthusiasm 
was utterly contagious. I later heard 
several lay people who sacrifi ced 
some years of their youthful lives 
to work with indigenous people 
say it was his dedication that had 
attracted and motivated them to do 
so.    

Brother Antonio was a very 
determined man. He had to be to 
survive. I’ll always remember – and 

so will Fr. Ludovico Bonomi, that 
afternoon in Sao Paulo when he 
deliberately lay down in protest 
at the Provincial’s door. We three: 
Brother Antonio, Father Ludovico 
Bonomi and myself were going 
to start a new missionary frontier 
work in the State of Boa Vista and 
nobody or nothing would ever 
deter us.      

People like Brother Antonio leave 
the world a better place with the 
examples of their lives. They bring 
moments of happiness and joy 
especially to the poor. I am sure 
he will be fondly remembered by 
so many whose paths he crossed 
in the lands of the Surui Paiter, 
Amondaua, Macuxi, and Waphichana 
where he lived as a true son of 
Daniel Comboni with lots of 
youthful energy, spirit and vitality.

Brother Antonio Marchi

by Fr John Clark mccj
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By Fr. Stefano Trevisan mccj

Following in the footsteps 
of the Irish missionaries

rition praying the Mysteries of the Rosary, 
rounding off a wonderful pilgrimage.

Until then, we managed to live quite 
well with the pandemic. However, three 
weeks before Christmas, the Irish govern-
ment decided to ease the Coronavirus re-
strictions and to re-open shops, bars, 
pubs, and restaurants. The streets of Dub-
lin were again full of people buying Christ-
mas gifts. Many households met and con-
gregated during the festivities, thus 
facilitating a new upsurge of the virus. As a 
result, we have been in another lockdown 
since January, which again forced us to re-
main at home and attend to online lessons.

Despite the fact that we are facing a dire 
situation all over the world, Pedro and I 
are happy and joyful to be here in Dublin 
sharing our lives and stories with our con-
freres, Fathers Ruben Padilla, José Manuel 
Casillas from Mexico, and Sean Dempsey 
from Ireland. We are trying to think posi-
tively, and as the young black American 
poet laureate Amanda Gorman recited, at 
the inauguration ceremony of Joe Biden, 
‘when the day comes, we step out of 
the shade afl ame and unafraid, the 
new dawn blooms as we free it, for 
there is always light if only we are 
brave enough to see it, if only we are 
brave enough to be it’.

main at home and attend to online lessons.
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From left , Dominic, Pedro, Stefano with English teacher Michael

Fr Stefano at his ordination celebrations in his home town

Hello, my name is Stefano Trevisan, 
I am 37 years old, and I’m from  
San Virgilio di Marebbe, a small 

village in the north of Italy. I was ordained 
a Comboni Missionary priest on the 28th 
June 2020, and my fi rst missionary experi-
ence will be in South Sudan/Africa. The 
country’s main languages are English, Ara-
bic, Dinka, and Nuer. Therefore, to pre-
pare myself for the mission, I have trav-
elled to Ireland to brush up my English. 
With me is another Comboni Missionary 
who is also learning English. His name is 
Pedro Salvador Mateo, he is from Guate-
mala and has been assigned to work in 
South Sudan as well.

Both of us started English lessons in Au-
gust 2020, although the fi rst month con-
sisted in online classes, as the country was 
still in lockdown due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. In September, we started attending 
the Divine Word School of English, which 
is based in Maynooth, county Kildare, 25 
kilometres from Dublin. The school is very 
well organised, with competent and pa-
tient teachers, especially the Principal, 
Prof Michael Fitzgerald. Thanks to him and 
to all other teachers, our English has im-
proved an awful lot. The school also or-
ganises a variety of social and cultural ac-
tivities at the weekends.

We have visited different places since 
our arrival in Ireland, Dingle Bay and the 
Killarney National Park in the south-west 
of the country, have been stunning. Anoth-
er amazing place has been Ireland’s na-
tional Marian shrine Knock, in the north-
west of the island. The account of the 
apparition says that ‘At about 8 o’clock on 
Thursday evening the 21st August 1879, 
Our Lady, St. Joseph and St. John the Evan-
gelist appeared at the South gable of the 
Church at Knock.’ According to tradition, 
we walked around the Church of the Appa-
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By Fr John Clark mccj

COVID 19. Unaccountable 
deaths in so many parts of 
the world. So much suffer-
ing and so many broken 
hearts... Who could have im-
agined such a long Good 
Friday? When are we going 
to see the Easter Sunday of 
COVID 19? How effective 
will the vaccines be? God 
only knows and we too 
would love to know, 
wouldn’t we?

Good Friday repeats itself 
so often in today’s world. 
Jesus carries on lifting that 
heavy cross, being crucifi ed 
in those who have suffered 
and died and are still suffer-
ing and dying from COVID 
19. The pandemic has defi -
nitely produced much fear 
and anxiety, infl icting death 
and pain on so many people.   

Jesus of Nazareth in the 
midst of so much personal 
horrible pain was crucifi ed 
that Good Friday. Today God 
only knows how many peo-
ple have suffered in agony 
and from loneliness in our 
hospitals and ICU units as 
victims of the virus. One 
thing our faith fi rmly teaches: Jesus unconditionally loves 
the sick and the poor.

The crucifi ed people of history – and there are billions 
if not trillions of them, are as those many thousand cru-
cifi ed victims of COVID 19. Remember the women who 
stood at the foot of Our Lord’s Cross, their hearts must 
have been broken with sadness. So too our hearts go out 
to the parents, brothers and sisters, who could not ac-
company their dear loved ones in their last agony and 
even wake or bury them with dignity. Undoubtedly, it 
must have been a pain that cut them quick to the heart 
which is so hard to imagine let alone describe! 

The via-sacra of the pains 
and sorrows of our Good Fri-
day COVID 19 remains with 
us in so many cemeteries, 
crematoriums, hospitals and 
families. There are not 
enough Stations of the Cross 
to cover the Good Friday of 
COVID 19. However, none of 
those COVID 19 sick marched 
on by themselves. Rather they 
were surrounded by hun-
dreds of fellow sufferers of 
great tribulation fi ghting to 
breathe under the dedicated 
hands of the National Health 
Service personnel. Surely, we 
are very proud of such heroic 
people.

Every triumph and victory 
of healing a coronavirus pa-
tient, every precious life 
saved, signals the defeat of 
Good Friday through the Res-
urrection. The Risen Christ 
will wipe away our tears and 
comfort us in our sorrows. 
Death will never have the fi -
nal say. The last page of our 
death will be written clearly 
in life – LIFE ETERNAL.

Easter is the biggest feast of 
Christianity, when we cele-

brate the victory of life over death. The One who walked 
the Road to Emmaus, showed Himself on the shore, ate 
fi sh with the Apostles and was recognised in the breaking 
of bread.  This crucifi ed One promises the resurrection 
to all who die.  

Let’s be happy, celebrate and chant the ALLELUIA of 
new life. Happily, we affi rm and reaffi rm: we do not live 
to die but die to live forever. We believe all those victims 
of corona virus are alive and WILL rise in God. When this 
pandemic has passed, one day we will experience the joy 
of the risen life together with all the blessed ones in heav-
en.

and sorrows of our Good Fri-and sorrows of our Good Fri-
day COVID 19 remains with day COVID 19 remains with 
us in so many cemeteries, us in so many cemeteries, 
crematoriums, hospitals and 
families. There are not 
enough Stations of the Cross 
to cover the Good Friday of 
COVID 19. However, none of 
those COVID 19 sick marched 
on by themselves. Rather they 
were surrounded by hun-
dreds of fellow sufferers of 
great tribulation fi ghting to 
breathe under the dedicated 
hands of the National Health 
Service personnel. Surely, we 
are very proud of such heroic 
people.

of healing a coronavirus pa-
tient, every precious life 
saved, signals the defeat of 
Good Friday through the Res-
urrection. The Risen Christ 
will wipe away our tears and 
comfort us in our sorrows. 
Death will never have the fi -
nal say. The last page of our 
death will be written clearly 
in life – LIFE ETERNAL.in life – LIFE ETERNAL.

Christianity, when we cele-

The Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday of

COVID 19
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Life Is Not Always 
as It Seems

To help us in our Lenten and Easter celebrations, 
we offer two thoughtful poems, composed by our 
resident poet Harvey Martin.
They are moments that invite us to penetrate the 
mystery of the suffering and Resurrection of Jesus.
May they help us to a deeper personal meaning of 
suffering bringing us to Easter joy.

I’ve come back; on my own this night.  
The soldiers returned to their normal 
duties;
no doubt still laughing and making 
mockery
of the crucifi ed Jesus.
The Pharisee fat cats have at last drunk 
the bowl dry;
achieved what they desired; the cats 
that fi nally
got the cream;
but then life is not always as it seems.

He was right. I denied him three times;
and in this garden, I cut off the high 
priest’s servant’s ear.
Jesus healed him of course.
I’ve come back, trying to make sense of 
everything.
The kiss of Judas; the arrest of Jesus.
The confusion, the pandemonium.
I made a mistake going to the high 
priest’s house,
but was it integral to the great scheme?
Maybe, for life is not always as it 
seems.

I was afraid. I didn’t want to die;
so, I denied him to save myself.
And now a silent Gethsemane
is helping me to refl ect.
Jesus is dead.
I still don’t understand.
And how could he have known
I would deny him?
That made it worse somehow;
like he knew the struggles in my mind,
as well as my fanciful dreams.
But then life is not always as it seems.

Now here I am:
it was here that we heard him
cry out to his Father, 
to take the burden away.
Like me he didn’t want to die;
but he had told us in earlier days
what was going to happen.
None of us understood.
but one thing I do now understand;
the Fathers will be meant more to him
than the pain he was going to suffer.
It’s been a day now since he died.
And yet he always promised to redeem.
But then life is not always as it seems.

by Harvey Martin
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Unfi nished Business
(‘If Christ is not raised your faith is in vain’ Cor.15 v 14)

Even while you hung on the cross,
they cried out for proof;
come down they said,
and we will believe in you.

So then, imagine the nails
miraculously withdrawing
from your hands and feet;
and you dropping
gently onto the dust below.

Taking your tunic from the wide-eyed soldier,
who’d won it on the throw of a dice.
And walking through the midst of them.
Would they be bowing at your feet?

Would the crown of thorns turn to gold?
To encourage them to believe?
The soldiers that beat you;
The Pharisees that mocked you
and bayed for your blood.
Would you become their Lord and God?

So, no darkness at noon;
nor fi nal word from the cross,
It is fi nished.
No curtain torn in two,
nor resurrection of the saints.

No stone rolled away,
nor your appearance to the disciples.
No Spirit coming at Pentecost;
nor history of the church.
No Salvation.

Just you, perhaps walking away into the sunset;
leaving them open-mouthed;
and still unbelieving;
an unfi nished business.            
Doesn’t the thought of this happening
emphasize the beauty of the truth?
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Lent a journey
to freedom and joy!

By Manuel Casillas mccj

COVID-19 Pandemic over the last year 
will no doubt help us all the more to 
see the importance of the invitation of 
Jesus. 

Initial prayer 
Lord Jesus, Send your Spirit to help us 
to read the Scriptures with the same 
mind that You talked to the two disci-
ples on the way to Emmaus. You helped 
them to discover the presence of God 

Introduction
Lent is a time for renewal and prepara-
tion for Easter, and Ash Wednesday is 
an excellent introduction to Lent as a 
preparation to the Resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Matthew 6:1-6,16-18 
offers us help in understanding the 
practice of the three works of mercy: 
almsgiving, prayer and fasting. Jesus 
tells us what to do and what not to do 
in this regard. The experience of the Fr Manuel Casillas

Pope Francis invites us to welcome Lent as a wonderful 
opportunity to make room for the Word of God in our 
everyday lives. Lent is a time to turn off the television 

and open the Bible. It is a time to disconnect our mobile 
phone and connect to the Gospel. The Season of Lent, 

he says, is also the time to work on our tendency to 
gossip, rumour-monger and engage in useless chatter, 
focusing instead on giving ourselves to the Lord, who 

spent forty days in the desert in fasting and prayer. 
In short, in Lent we are called to spend more time in 

silence and in conversation with God. 

‘LeCtIo DiViNa’



Comboni Mission • Spring 2021

not let our left hand know what our 
right hand is doing; when we pray, we 
should close the door and pray to our 
Father who is unseen; when we fast, we 
should be bright and cheery so that it is 
obvious to others that we are fasting. 
“Your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you”. The instruc-
tion is clear: we should not do anything 
to impress others but rather to purify 
our minds and hearts.

The Main Points
a) “Your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you”: 
Matthew 6:1-6 and16-18 shows us the 
way to spending the period of Lenten 
well. This passage is taken from the 
‘Sermon on the Mount’ and helps us to 
know how to practice the three works 
of mercy: prayer, almsgiving and fast-
ing. The manner of practicing these 
three works has changed over the cen-
turies, according to the culture and 
customs of people and evidently an in-
dividual’s state of health. In spite of 
such changes in the practice of the 
works of mercy, there still is the obliga-
tion (i) to share our goods with the 
poor (almsgiving), (ii) to live in com-
munion with the Creator (prayer) and 
(iii) to be able to control our wills (fast-
ing). The words of Jesus give us the 
necessary creativity to find new forms 
of living these three works of mercy 
which are so important in our lives of 
faith. 

b) How to go about doing almsgiv-
ing, prayer and fasting:
If we wish to constantly improve our 
relationship with God and with our 
neighbour, and experience a sense of 
joy and inner peace on Easter Sunday, 
we need to make the words of Jesus a 
reality in our daily lives. If we only give 
alms to demonstrate our generosity, we 
will indeed have the admiration of the 
people around us, but that is all we will 
have. In this way we do not give glory 
to God, but only to ourselves. That is 
our payment in full. Almsgiving in the 
true sense of the word is when the re-
cipient does not know from whom the 
gift is received, and when the donor 
does not know to whom the gift is giv-
en. “Though Jesus was rich, yet for 

your sake he became poor, so that by 
his poverty you might become rich” (2 
Cor 8:9).

Regarding prayer Jesus insists that all 
true prayer must be offered to God. 
Whether praying in public or in private 
the thoughts in our mind and the de-
sires in our heart should be centred on 
God. When you pray therefore, “Be not 
rash with your mouth, and let not your 
heart be hasty to utter a word” (Ecclesi-
astes 5:2). The best adoration often 
consists in silent contemplation of the 
Almighty. It would appear that fasting 
in the Old Testament was understood 
as the ‘outer’ expression of an ‘inward’ 
sorrow, and in many cases was under-
taken as an act of national penitence. At 
the time of Jesus, however, fasting ap-
peared more as a demonstration to 
others, and not to God, of just how 
devout and disciplined a person actual-
ly was. This is precisely what Jesus was 
condemning. For Jesus there was no 
religious value in fasting undertaken 
for its own sake or as a way of demon-
strating one’s superior piety. 

c) What Jesus says about these 
three Works of Mercy:
Jesus puts us on our guard against ob-
serving these three works of mercy so 
as to win the hearts of others. He did 
not see the practice of justice and of 
mercy as a means of gaining social pro-
motion within the society around us. In 
the words of Jesus we find a new and 
refreshing way of relating to God and 
to our neighbour. Whatever you do re-
garding almsgiving: “Your Father who 
sees all that is done in secret will re-
ward you”; regarding prayer: “Your Fa-
ther knows what you need before you 
ask Him”; regarding fasting: “Put oil on 
your head and wash your face, and 
your Father will reward you”. The best 
way of purifying soul and body is to 
follow the words of the Lord. The way 
proclaimed by Jesus  rests on another 
foundation, springs from another 
source: not on what we do for God, but 
on what God does for us. Almsgiving, 
prayer and fasting are not a currency 
with which to gain God’s favour, but 
rather a response of gratitude for the 
love we constantly receive and experi-
ence from Him.

13

in the terrifying events of your death in 
Jerusalem. Help us to see your action 
and your presence in these difficult 
times that we are facing throughout 
the world. Help us to see your Cross as 
a source of life and of resurrection, as a 
new dawn and a new life. Amen

‘Lectio Divina’
Open the Gospel of Matthew and turn 
to Chapter 6, Verses 1-6 and 16-18. 
Read the text slowly and listen atten-
tively with the ‘ear of your heart’. What 
word, sentence or phrase stands out 
for you?

1.  Reflect: read the text again and 
pay attention to what touches 
you: Why is it particularly mean-
ingful for you? What thought im-
mediately springs to mind?

2.  Respond: read the text again 
but this time respond spontane-
ously to the Word of God. In 
other words, make a dialogue 
with God with what comes from 
within you: What gift does this 
text lead you to ask for from the 
Lord?

3.  Stay with the Word: read the 
text a final time and rest with the 
Word. Allow God to speak to you 
in the silence of your being. Do 
not say anything, just listen to 
God’s Word. What is He saying?

4.  Take now the word, sentence 
or phase that particularly struck 
you into your daily life; allow it to 
become part of you. Listen to it, 
reflect on it, pray over it and rest 
on it. Reflect on it and rest on it 
as time allows during your day 
and allow the Word lead you in 
action.

Conclude your ‘Lectio Divina’ with 
the words of the ‘Our Father’.

Central Message 
Jesus tells us that the Father who sees 
everything we do in secret, will reward 
us. It is clear that whatever we do must 
be done with a sincere heart and not 
just to impress others. For this reason, 
when we give to the needy, we should 
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By Sr. Natalia Gomes Comboni Missionary Sister 

Comboni Missionary Sisters 
looking ahead to celebrating 

their 150 years Jubilee
Empowered by the Combonian 
Charism  
The charismatic person has an inner 
power that radiates newness and passes 
it on to others.  In the process of giving 
and receiving he/she experiences a 
deep sense of the Divine.  Comboni 
had that gift that he welcomed with 
boldness and passion. In his enlighten-
ment he saw “a multitude of brothers 
and sisters” in Central Africa in need of 
being rescued from the oppression of 

slavery. In today’s defi nition we call the 
human reality of suffering a “periphery”.    

Comboni In the Periphery  
Saint Daniel Comboni was a charismatic 
when he founded the two Missionary 
Institutes - the Verona Fathers in June 
1867 and the “Pie Madri della Nigrizia” 
– (1st January 1872, known today as 
Comboni Missionary Sisters). He ac-
knowledged that “the smallest and most 
insignifi cant of institutes, microscopic 

In January 2022 the Comboni Mis-
sionary Sisters, present in four conti-
nents, will celebrate 150 years Jubi-

lee of their founding. Their Leadership 
team headed by Sr. Luigia Coccia, Gen-
eral Superior, launched a three year 
programme for their spiritual renewal, 
inviting all the Sisters to refl ect on the 
meaning and value of becoming a com-
munity of apostles (cenacle) and renew 
the Combonian Charism and Leader-
ship in the footsteps of the Good Shep-
herd, as part of their spirituality in to-
day’s world.  After 150 years our 
intercultural communities are called to 
be “the mustard seed, the smallest of all 
seeds”, (Mark 4: 30–32). We envisage 
small, dynamic religious communities 
with members with great vision to iden-
tify and respond to the needs of the 
people who live in situations that in our 
modern society we call the “periphery”.  

The charismatic person has an inner 
power that radiates newness and passes 
it on to others.  In the process of giving 
and receiving he/she experiences a 
deep sense of the Divine.  Comboni 
had that gift that he welcomed with 
boldness and passion. In his enlighten-
ment he saw “a multitude of brothers 
and sisters” in Central Africa in need of 
being rescued from the oppression of 

Sr. Natalia Gomes



 Comboni Mission • Spring 2021 15

guages. They valued these encounters 
rich in humanity more than clothes or 
food. We were all struck by the inhospi-
table place of the Jungle where they 
lived: cold, wet ...with rags or pieces of 
plastic tied up to the trees offering little 
shelter from the punishing winter ele-
ments. A “periphery” that questioned 
the comfort we are living in and our at-
titudes towards welcoming the stranger. 
A challenge that caused a U turn in the 
life of a member of our team. I believe 
that the peripheries of our time have 
the power to transform us in to becom-
ing more generous and better people. 

There are other human situations not 
far from us that cry out for a “neigh-
bour”. We can think of broken families 
in need of healing and reconciliation, 
asylum seekers in many detention cen-
tres, the victims of human traffi cking 
and the dramatic taboo of sexual abuse.  
It is not enough to respond as individu-
als, we need to get together and reach 
out to these and others peripheries as 
one community with the spirituality of 
prayer and action, having Jesus at the 
centre of our lives. 

In the wider community of the parish 
this spirit can be experienced in the 
small groups of Cenacles of Missionary 
Prayer. You can read more by visiting 
our website. www.combonisc.co.uk/

Reaching out to the “periphery” 
in London through the Comboni 
Centre 
As a Comboni Missionary Sister I carry 
within me the joy of having spent twen-
ty fi ve years in Africa. First, I was in 
South Sudan, where I worked as a nurse 
in the leprosy control programme. 
Treating the lepers I learnt the value of 
the wholeness and beauty of our God 
given bodies. After, I walked with Suda-
nese refugees, in Central Africa Repub-
lic and the Congo, sharing in their suf-
ferings and their hopes. Lately, I was in 
Uganda in the formation of young Afri-
can women who were discerning their 
vocation to become Comboni Mission-
ary Sisters. 

At present I’m a member of the team 
of the Comboni Centre for Spirituality 
and Mission in London with Sr Graça. In 
this big city we have challenging new 
paths to implement in the reality of new 
peripheries.  The Comboni Centre is a 
bridge that connects lay people with 
the mission of the Comboni Sisters 
here at home and abroad.  The Mission 
of Jesus belongs to us all. Let us give 
each other’s hand in this wonderful 
adventure of becoming ever more men 
and women of the Gospel in the cities 
and villages of today where the modern 
peripheries may be hidden.

like mine, has been able to consolidate 
the Apostolate of Central Africa and 
pitch its tents more successfully than my 
predecessors...I was the fi rst to involve 
the omnipotent ministry of the women 
of the Gospel and of the Sisters of chari-
ty, who are the shield, strength and guar-
antee of the Missionary’s ministry…” 
(Comboni Writings - 5284).  

The Comboni Sisters were “born” in 
the mission for the mission to become 
an evangelizing and prayerful communi-
ty in close contact with African peripher-
ies: slave trade in Sudan,  broken fami-
lies, poverty, sickness, lack of structures, 
to name but a few.  Comboni and his 
missionaries often risked their lives to 
rescue young boys and girls from the 
hands of the slave traders.  Comboni 
dreamed of a better and promising fu-
ture for the Africa he lived and died for.  
In his fi rst homily, in May 1873, as the 
Bishop of Sudan, he said: “I will make 
common cause with every one of you. 
The healthy and sick, poor and rich, 
servant and master will always have 
equal access to my heart…”. For Combo-
ni the “Regeneration of Africa with Afri-
ca”, should be achieved through educa-
tion, health facilities, women 
development projects, agriculture tech-
niques and evangelisation as a path to 
becoming part of the Universal Church.

The “periphery” has a potential 
for transformation
A fundamental aspect for those who live 
the Comboni Spirituality today is to 
make common cause with the people, 
especially those most in need, wherever 
they may be. In the face of many modern 
challenges, especially those associated 
with modern technology which absorbs 
our time, creativity and energy we are 
reminded not to succumb to the culture 
of indifference; but look around, listen 
and respond to the realities of human 
sufferings, especially the poor, the sick 
and others left on the “peripheries” or 
margins of the society.

A few years ago, a group of committed 
lay men and women, together with two 
Comboni Sisters - Sr Graça and Sr Natalia 
- organised several trips to Calais, France, 
where refugees from Eritrea, Sudan and 
other countries were daring their way 
into United Kingdom.  The purpose of 
our visit was to provide some food and 
clothing, but most of all to encounter 
them as brothers and sisters with whom 
some of us could speak their native lan-

Becoming the Church in the World



Missionaries killed 
in 2020

Mission Today  Spring 202116

Last year, 20 missionaries were killed worldwide: eight Priests, 
one Religious man, three Religious women, two seminarians   
and six lay people. Many lived and worked caring for people  
living in poverty, helping children, and supporting development 
and faith projects. 

LIVES OF FAITH

Fr Jozef Hollanders, 83, a Belgian Oblate  
of Mary Immaculate (OMI), was killed in a 
robbery in South Africa on 12 January.  

Augustine Avertse,  the lay leader of the 
local Catholic community, was shot and 
killed on 20 January by a group of 
herdsmen in Nigeria.  

Michael Nnadi, 18, a seminarian  
at the Good Shepherd Major 
Seminary in Nigeria, was found 
dead on 1 February. He had been 

kidnapped with four other seminarians,  
who were later released. The kidnappers 
claimed the seminarian possessed 
‘exceptional courage’ and ‘continued to 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ'. 

Philippe Yarga, a lay catechist, was  
killed along with a group of people of 
different faiths during a jihadist attack  
on 16 February in Burkina Faso.  

Sr Henrietta Alokha, from the 
Congregation of the Sisters of 
the Sacred Heart, was killed  
due to an explosion at the 

Bethlehem Girls College in Nigeria on  
15 March. Holy Mass was being celebrated  
in the school when a strong explosion 
occurred, and a violent fire broke out.  
Sr Henrietta rescued all the children under 
her care from the explosion, however,  
could not make it out herself. 

Sr Lydie Oyanem Nzoughe,  
a Sister of the Congregation of  
the Religieuses de Sainte Marie, 
was attacked and murdered on  

19 March in Gabon. She had dedicated her 
life to caring for the poor and homeless 
elderly people. 

Fr Oscar Juárez, 67, was found by a cleaner 
in the church of San Martín de Porres in 
Argentina on 15 July. Authorities believe  
he was killed in a robbery.  

lease join us giving thanks for the work and witness of these, our sisters and 
brothers. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen.P
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Fr Ricardo Antonio Cortéz, the Rector of 
Santiago de María of Zacatecoluca Major 
Seminary in El Salvador, was shot dead  
on 7 August.  

Fr Nomer de Lumen, 32, was found dead 
due to gunshot wounds on 9 September  
in the Philippines.  

Fr Roberto Malgesini, 51, was 
stabbed to death by a mentally 
unwell homeless man on 15 
September in Italy. The Priest 

was known for his care for homeless  
people and migrants. 

Lilliam Yunielka, 12, and Blanca Marlene 
González, 10, were brutally killed on 15 
September in Nicaragua. The sisters were 
members of the Pontifical Society of 
Missionary Childhood, known as Missio’s 
Mission Together programme in England  
and Wales.   

Bryan José Coronado Zeledon, 17, a Church 
musician, was discovered dead on the bank 
of a river on 19 September in Nicaragua. 

Fr Adriano da Silva Barros,  
36, disappeared on 13 October 
and was found dead on 14 
October in Brazil. He was  

stabbed and his body was set on fire. 
Authorities believe he was the victim  
of an armed robbery. 

Fr José Manuel de Jesus Ferreira, 40,  
was brutally murdered on 20 October in 
Venezuela. The Priest had celebrated Mass 
in the presence of a few people, due to the 
pandemic, and was greeting them outside 
the church. He saw a woman who had just 
been robbed, went to her aid, and was shot.   

Rufinus Tigau, 28, a lay catechist, was  
shot dead by members of a joint operation 
between the Indonesian army and police  
on 26 October in Indonesia. He had 
approached the security forces during a  
raid when he was killed.  

Fr Jorge Vaudagna, 58, was found dead on 
27 October in Argentina. Authorities believe 
he was shot and killed in a robbery.  

Sr Matilda Mulengachonzi, 60, of the 
Congregation of the Little Servants of Mary 
Immaculate (LSMI), suffered fatal injuries 
during an armed robbery in Zambia. She 
surprised her attacker when he was trying 
to break into her apartment and died from 
her wounds on 25 October.  

Br Leonardo Grasso, 78, a Minister of the 
Sick (Camillians MI), was found dead on  
5 December in Italy. Authorities believe  
he was killed in a building which was then 
set on fire. He had been working in a 
rehabilitation community for drug addicts 
and HIV/AIDS patients.  

Zhage Sil, a seminarian, was 
found dead in a ditch in Indonesia 
on 24 December. According to 
the local police, the perpetrators 

of the crime are still unknown.

All information is supplied by Fides, the Vatican-based news agency of Missio.

‘Martyrdom is the air of the life  
of a Christian, of a Christian 
community. There will always be 
martyrs among us: this is the sign 
that we are on the path of Jesus’. 
Pope Francis

Special mention must also be made of the countless number of Catholics who died due  
to COVID-19. Many of these faithful people dedicated their lives to the care of others.
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called to carry out new services, to return 
to our original homes and to assume new 
commitments. These are all part of our 
vocation. We respond to this call, not only 
as individuals, but also from within a com-
munity. We do not travel alone. As Combo-
ni Lay Missionaries, we are called to re-
spond to the needs of our poorest 
brothers and sisters. This response is so 
necessary and complex that we are not 

The call of the laity is a call to the 
service of humanity, a call which, 
for some, will involve service within 

our Church. But the Church is called to go 
out, to go out into the roads with Jesus, to 
go from village to village, helping in things 
great and small.  We are called to be the 
salt that gives taste, the yeast in the dough. 
We are called to be in the world and con-
tribute to it in a meaningful way. We must 
not stay at home where we are comforta-
ble, where we all understand one another.

We are called to go out. The Church is 
not born for itself but to be a community 
of believers who follow Jesus and serve 
the neediest. It is for this reason that we 
feel called to help the growth of human 
communities (including Christian com-
munities).

For us Comboni Lay Missionaries (CLM), 
having our bags packed is part of our vo-
cation. We are called to accompany people 
and communities for a given length of 
time, and then we leave, since our leaving 
is an essential part of our life. We are called 
to leave our homelands and travel to oth-
er countries and other cultures; we are 

called to give it individually but as a 
Church.

 As lay people, we are called to create 
networks of solidarity and relationships 
that link up society by means of families 
and communities. We are creators of great 
networks of relations, collaboration and 
work. We live as people involved in all 
these networks and we are called to ani-
mate them, to give them spirituality so 
that they may be at the service of people, 
especially the weakest. We are called to 
include all people.

Our gaze must be fi xed on the poorest 
and most abandoned of whom Comboni 
spoke, on those excluded from society. It 
must be a gaze that urges us to be present 
in the peripheries since things are seen 
differently from below.

We must not be content with a society 
where not all people have a dignifi ed life, 
with a society where ‘having’ and not ‘be-
ing’ is rewarded, together with ‘consum-
erism’ that is devastating this wounded 
planet that cries out, proclaiming our 
global responsibility.

Our Response
How, as Comboni Lay Missionaries, do we 
respond to the call we have received? We 
have lay missionaries who work among 

Comboni Lay Missionaries

It is more than 30 years since the Comboni Family has been enriched by the 
presence of lay people, both single and married who decide to dedicate a 

period of their lives to work in the mission. Alberto de la Portillas, the general 
coordinator of the Comboni Lay Missionaries explains what it is about. 

Southworld

Getting involved

called to give it individually but as a 
Church.

networks of solidarity and relationships 
that link up society by means of families 
and communities. We are creators of great 
networks of relations, collaboration and 
work. We live as people involved in all 
these networks and we are called to ani-
mate them, to give them spirituality so 
that they may be at the service of people, 
especially the weakest. We are called to 
include all people.

and most abandoned of whom Comboni 
spoke, on those excluded from society. It 
must be a gaze that urges us to be present 
in the peripheries since things are seen 
differently from below.
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minerals of the area, caring nothing for 
the environment or the people. Besides 
all this, in many European countries we 
are involved in receiving immigrants. We 
are called to welcome those who fl ee from 
poverty and war, those in search of a bet-
ter future for their families and who, on 
their arrival, fi nd themselves up against a 
wall, made not just of concrete or barbed-
wire but also of fear and lack of under-
standing by the population.

New Lifestyles
The way of life in countries with the great-
est resources is draining this squandered 
planet. International commercial relations 
are impoverishing many for the benefi t of 
the few.

Promoting a new lifestyle is fundamen-
tal in changing the paradigms and values 

that are seen to be the only ones that are 
valid for a social outcome and for happi-
ness. In a society where ‘possessions and 
consumption’ are seen as greater than 
‘being’, it is necessary to propose new 
lifestyles. In Europe, we propose new life-
styles of commitment, responsible con-
sumption, a responsible economy, etc.

By doing so, we shall follow activities 
connected to: education among the ex-
cluded of our cities; consideration for the 
sick, showing them the face of God who 
accompanies them and the hand of God 
who heals them; consideration for the 
homeless, the addicts and others.

As missionaries, we are aware, and we 
must also make others aware, of the situa-
tion of this globalised world that requires 
joint action in which all our little grains of 
sand create little hills which we can climb 
to survey and dream of a different world.

We aim to climb up with the people 
with whom we live daily. We feel we are 

the pygmies and the rest of the popula-
tion of the Central African Republic, a 
country where we have been present for 
more than 25 years.

We are in the midst of people who are 
considered servants by the majority of the 
population, acting as a bridge of inclusion 
or assuming responsibility for a network 
of primary schools in a country which has 
suffered a number of coups and has been 
in a state of war for years which prevents 
the regime from providing these services.

In Peru, we accompany the people in 
the outskirts of the great cities and in the 
abusive settlements where those coming 
from the country take a piece of land from 
the city so as to have a home without elec-
tricity, water or sewerage. There are many 
families struggling for a dignifi ed life, peo-
ple who have left their small towns to go 
to the city to fi nd food and give their chil-
dren a better life.

In Mozambique, we collaborate in the 
education of the youth, both boys and 
girls who, leaving their distant communi-
ties, hope to gain an education and re-
build their country. They need schools for 
professional training and hostels where 
they can live during the school year, since 
their homes are so far away.

We are also present in Brazil, in the 
struggle with large mining companies 
who banish the communities from their 
lands, pollute the rivers and the air, cut 
communications and isolate communities 
with their long trains that carry away the 

that are seen to be the only ones that are 
valid for a social outcome and for happi-
ness. In a society where ‘possessions and 
consumption’ are seen as greater than 

lifestyles. In Europe, we propose new life-
styles of commitment, responsible con-
sumption, a responsible economy, etc.

connected to: education among the ex-
cluded of our cities; consideration for the 

New Lifestyles

Comboni Lay Missionaries, Aitana, Andrea and Paola in Peru.

called to do so especially with those who 
are immersed in their inability to see the 
horizon, to emerge from their diffi culties; 
we are called to look up and go forward, 
to animate and accompany these commu-
nities. We are called to be present where 
nobody else wants to be. At the centre, we 
place Jesus, the person who changed our 
lives. Every man and every woman has a 
right to God. We feel a duty to make 
known the Good News, to present a living 
God who is in our midst, who walks with 
us and, as Jesus of Nazareth has shown us, 
never abandons us but is with us always.

Within every person, in the poorest and 
in the community, God awaits each one of 
us, to transform our lives and to fi ll them 
with joy, a joy that is deep. God is waiting 
to give us living water, the water that 
quenches the thirst of every human being.

May the Lord give us the strength to be 
always present and accompany others, to 
be instruments that lead others to meet 
Him and to be always close to Him on our 
journey.
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Around 1,000 people - including 
priests and other church leaders 
- have been killed in a series of 

attacks in Ethiopia culminating in a 
massacre at a church where the Ark of 
the Covenant is believed to be held.

Following reports that 750 people 
were killed in a raid on the Orthodox 
Maryam Tsiyon Church in Aksum, 
thought to contain the Ark of the Cov-
enant, an anonymous source from in-
side the country spoke to Aid to the 
Church in Need (ACN).

The source told ACN the attack was 
the latest in a long line of fatal assaults 
against innocent people, as part of the 
ongoing confl ict in the Tigray region of 
the country.

He said: “750 were killed in Aksum, 
154 people were killed in December in 
Maryam Dengelat. Also, in my home 
area, 10 people were killed on Christ-
mas Day from one family in one vil-
lage. More than 32 people were killed 
by Eritrean troops in Irob, 56 in Zalam-
bassa, 11 in Sebeya. I also heard about 
32 people, including priests, who were 
killed in a church in Gietelo, Gule-
makada. In addition to that, in another 
area, I heard 20 were killed.”

Reports of the Aksum massacre fi rst 

emerged earlier this month, when Eu-
ropean External Programme with Afri-
ca (EEPA), a Belgium-based non-profi t 
organisation, released a situational re-
port, saying the people hiding in the 
church were brought out and shot in 
the square.

The ACN source said: “I heard there 
were 1,000 people in the church. It 
might be that more were injured and 
died later. 750 were killed for sure. In 
Aksum, there is the Ark of the Cove-
nant. Maybe the people were there 
protecting the Ark and…they were 
taken outside and shot.”

Last November, fi ghting broke out in 
Tigray after Ethiopian Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed sent federal troops, sup-
ported by militia and army from Am-
hara, and troops from Eritrea, to fi ght 
the Tigray People’s Liberation

The ACN source stressed this politi-
cal confl ict had led to the deaths of so 
many Christians and Muslims but add-
ed that the violence was not motivated 
by religion.

He said: “Frankly, the problem is that 
Eritrean troops have been involved 
from the beginning. The government 
has denied this but those who are do-
ing the killing are Eritrean troops in 
eastern and north-western Tigray. In-
side Ethiopia there is a political confl ict 
to do with the election. The govern-
ment expired in September and they 
were supposed to have elections in 
May.

“Coronavirus happened and the elec-
tion was postponed in August. This is a 
political problem and they are targeting 
the people of the Tigray region. This is 
a terrible situation.”

Troops involved in the fi ghting

Old Church of Saint Mary of Zion in 
Aksum, Tigray - image by A. Savin 
(Wikimedia Commons)

Mission Spotlight
On Ethiopia

Massacre at 
historic church
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refugees - said Bishop Medhin in one of 
his appeals, “no longer has food, life-
saving medicines, water, etc. They have 
no access to essential services such as 
electricity and banks”.

News from the region is often 
incomplete and unavailable while phone 
and Internet connections are blocked.

In January after aid workers gained 
limited access this month, it was 
estimated that 4.5 million of Tigray’s 6 
million inhabitants are in need of food 

aid and hundreds of thousands are 
starving.

The situation of the Eritrean refugees 
in the Shimelba and Hitsats refugee 
camps, some of which were set on fi re, 
is also worrying.

Finally, unconfi rmed reports of 
massacres, torture, rape, kidnapping and 
looting or destruction of centuries-old 
manuscripts and artifacts are multiplying 
across the region.

(L.M.) (Agenzia Fides)

Church delegation visits Tigray:

“The humanitarian 
situation is alarming”

Addis Ababa: “The number of people in 
need of food, water and medicine is 
currently tripling compared to the initial 
planning of the assistance project”, said 
a report by the delegation of the 
Catholic Church, which visited the 
Ethiopian province of Tigray, where, on 
November 4th, the Ethiopian army 
launched an offensive against the forces 
of the Tigray Liberation Front (TPLF).

During the visit (January 12-14) the 
delegation met “the relevant 
representatives of the interim 
government to discuss the possibilities 
of a humanitarian corridor and and 
interventions”.

In Adigrat alone, where the delegation 
met Bishop Tesfaselassie Medhin, more 
than 50,000 displaced people are in 
urgent need of “food, basic non-food 
items, medicine, water, tents and 
psychosocial support”. There is also a 
need for teachers, administrative experts 
and logistical support.

Mgr. Medhin, has repeatedly launched 
appeals (see Fides 14/12/2020 and 
15/1/2021) for an immediate response 
to the disastrous humanitarian situation 
“The population, including Eritrean 

Refugees await urgent aid (Internet)
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Dear Fr John,
A somewhat belated letter thanking 
you for the Autumn edition of 
Comboni Mission which I thoroughly 
enjoyed reading- I was very saddened 
to read of the death of Fr Anthony 
Wolstenholme – he is now with the 
Lord and keeping an eye on you all! 
This pandemic has affected so many of 
our lives and I’m sure that not being 
able to make your annual mission 
appeals must be quite a blow and not 
being able to meet up with people and 
talk about your work – by the way I also 
liked the article about St. Peter Claver 
and what a wonderful missionary.

I enclose a small donation towards 
furthering the works of the Lord.

Best wishes and prayers
Anne Marie, 
Cheltenham.

Dear Fr John,
The Winter edition was excellent and I 
read it from cover to cover……
Well done.

Hope you are all keeping well
Kind regards

Tony Wilson, 
Windlesham, 

Surrey.

Dear Fr John,
I really enjoyed the Winter edition 
of the magazine – the breadth 
and commitment of the Comboni 
Missionaries and associates is so 
well set out. Yet I found diffi culty in 
reading several articles due to the 
clash of printing colours e.g., white 
on yellow – I fi nally gave up! I guess 
some of your elderly readers with 
less than perfect sight would like to 
be able to read every page! The ideal 
would be black on white or black 
on yellow. I trust you can get your 

Dear Fr John,
I really enjoyed the Winter edition 
of the magazine – the breadth 
and commitment of the Comboni 
Missionaries and associates is so 
well set out. Yet I found diffi culty in 
reading several articles due to the 
clash of printing colours e.g., white 
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on yellow. I trust you can get your Fr Anthony Wolstenholme
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designers to keep an eye on design 
formats especially for older readers 
like me!

With best wishes.
P. Harman, 
Sevenoaks, 

Kent

Dear Patricia, 
Yes you are correct, it was a designer 
oversight and thanks for your smart 
observation! We are always learning. 
(Ed)

Dear Frs.
Greetings to you all!
I wish to thank you for the magazines 
which help me have an insight into 
your great missionary work. May God 
continue to bless all the missionary 
work and missionaries abroad and 
keep you safe during this pandemic.

I was particularly pleased to learn 
about the support from your Irish 
benefactors for the construction 
of the St Mark vocational school in 
Uganda. I recently sponsored two 
young ladies from the Archdiocese 
of Tororo, Uganda to study in 
Ireland and are now looking for 
opportunities to work there.

Wishing you all a Blessed mission.
Mrs Susan HW Ebanyat, 

Luton

Dear Fr Javier,
It was a beautiful surprise to 
receive your book ‘A sign for the 
times’. I found it very moving and 
made me realise how little I knew 
of the tremendous sacrifi ces our 
dear missionaries make by serving 
God so sacrifi ces. They were true 
shepherds willing to sacrifi ce their 
lives in order to bring the gospel to 
others. Despite the turmoil, poverty 
and deprivation in the mission to 
which they were sent they would go 
willingly. It is obvious they were fi lled 
with the spirit of God! They did not 
desert their fl ock. They were true 
martyrs who did not desert their 
fl ock. Thank you again for your gift 
and I always keep you in my prayers.    

Yours faithfully
Alice Kearney, 

Summerston, 
Glasgow

I was delighted to read, in the 
magazine for Winter 2020, the 
account by Father Joe Bragotti.  
We fi rst knew Father Joe in Gulu, 

Northern Uganda.  My husband, Frank, 
went in January 1969 to teach at Sir 
Samuel Baker Secondary School.  I 
accompanied him, with our two boys, 
aged three years six months and 
twenty-one months.  Father Joe may 
remember us, as he sometimes came 
to our house there for breakfast after 
saying Sunday mass at the school.  
Our daughter, Elizabeth, was born at 
Lacor Hospital, in February 1970, and 
Father Joe baptised her at Holy Rosary 
Church in Gulu.

However, the coup by Idi Amin came 
in January 1971. We judged it best to 
go back to UK at the end of our fi rst 
contract, in April 1971. Father Joe gave 
us a parting gift which we still treasure.  
It is a small ivory statue of Our Lady.

I know Father Joe stayed on after 
we left, and we heard that he had 
been wounded by Army personnel 
for helping a man they had shot in 
the street.  Those were dark days 
in Uganda. We have heard nothing 
of Father Joe since then.  It is good 
to see that his resourceful spirit 
remains.  I hope that our affectionate 
message can be passed on to him.

Thank you,
Jean Franey

West Kirby, Wirral

Pupils at St Mark’s Vocational Sschool 
in Uganda
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Fr Joe Bragotti

Dear Comboni Missionaries,
On this, my mother’s 35th anniversary 
I wish to thank you for your prayers 
and the great work you do in 
spreading God’s message. I always 
read your magazine from cover to 

cover and when possible like to make 
a donation to one of your needy 
missions. It is wonderful to hear of 
the Beatifi cation of Dr Ambrosoli. May 
he intercede for us.

Josephine Boyle,
Maghera, 
Co. Derry
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The Comboni 
Family

About 4,000 men 
and women - 

sisters, brothers, 
priests, secular and 

lay missionaries 
– today embody 

the charisma and 
the passion of St 

Daniel Comboni for 
“the poorest and 
most neglected” 

on the frontiers of 
mission. Together 

with a large number 
of supporters and 
collaborators they 

form the great 
Comboni Family

at the service of 
the Gospel
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(15th March 1831 – 10th October 1881)


