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er of fresh water that is still fl owing from 
the Comboni Charism to give life into 
the future. 

It is not mere coincidence that Sr Lui-
gina Coccia is the present General Supe-
rior. She is very much in tune with Pope 
Francis Spirituality. She also wants to 
bring into our broken world a new way 
of being brothers and sisters, to bring 
forth a mission that cares for the envi-
ronment and to respond to the modern 
peripheries of our society. This is a par-
ticular time that asks to pass from 
dreaming a new mission into the imple-
mentation of the changes that make that 
mission a reality. It requires the courage 
of a prophet to make big decisions 
about the Congregation while being 
fully aware that a better future depends 
on today’s actions. A missionary congre-
gation that wants still to be at the service 
of the poor must also generate a new 
passion of joy for commitment in the 
religious communities capable to attract 
the young generations to embrace that 
same wonderful vocation. We will see 
the impact of the renewal in a reduced 
membership that intentionally embrac-
es the sacrifi ce and the cross that was for 
the Founder and the fi rst Comboni Sis-
ters the driving force and the source of 
creativity for the mission to take the 
heart of Jesus to the people most in 
need in the peripheries of society.  

We are not alone on this journey
The world is in rapid 

transformation

The mission of a Congregation like 
ours has a special mandate from the 
Church to take the richness of the Gos-
pel to the most remote physical, human 
and geographical situations that would 
not otherwise be reached. We know that 
this mandate, more than ever, requires a 
light structure and great courage to be 
able to continuously adapt to the fast 
changes of time. I see a great opportuni-
ty to value the little missionary endeav-
ours done by small religious Comboni 
communities to interconnect with the 
rest of the world. And because we have 
learnt that all is interconnected, let’s 
live the grace to become that yeast that 
leavens the mass of today’s society and 
take up a mission that brings that global 
fraternity that Pope Francis wants for 
the world.

While being attentive to the “ambi-
tious” resolutions for Climate Change 
that the leaders of the nations are ex-
pected to make on the occasion of the 
COP26 in Glasgow from 31 October to 
12 November 2021, we know that more 
often than not are the little actions in 
everyday life that make the change hap-
pen. The passage of the Gospel in Mat-
thew 10:42 comes to my mind: there is 

a promise of a great reward for a glass of 
fresh water to the least of our brothers 
and sisters. This reminds me of my time 
in Ethiopia in the eighties when I 
worked in the Sidamo region, a place 
where fresh drinking water was a luxury 
to be found in any household.  The sym-
bol of a glass of clean drinking water 
means a welcoming missionary heart 
that the passerby would bless with the 
words: “God reward you! 

In time of change we hold to the pro-
phetic words of Comboni who seeing 
the reality of the mission stated that we 
are “hidden stones” in the great build-
ing of humanity and in the Church in 
continuous transformation.

Autumn – the season of change

Mission demands constant renewalMission demands constant renewal
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We were pleasantly surprised to have a good turnout at 
our Laudato Si’ event held in response to Pope Francis’ 
exhortation to Care for our Common Home in his en-

cyclical, Laudato Si’.
Our community at the Sacred Heart has been following Pope 

Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ over the past months led by Dr 
Sarah Gardner and Sister Patricia Mulhall (csb).

To raise awareness of Pope Francis’ teaching and to acknowl-
edge the season of creation, we invited young and old to join to-
gether in an afternoon of dialogue, fun quizzes, craft and praise, 
refl ecting on our Care for God’s Creation.

Our welcome desk and hall were decorated with Creation Art-
work and messages of Hope from the Marist School, Sunninghill. 
Erin Banbury and Joao Rodrigues were on the registration table 
at the entrance, welcoming everyone and ensuring they all had a 
name badge.

The event was opened by Fr Julio and Sarah Gardner who re-
minded us all of our study so far and briefl y described the agenda 
for the afternoon and what we expected of each age group.

Our guest speaker was John Paul de Quay from our own Dio-
cese of Arundel & Brighton. John Paul is creative director of The 
Journey to 2030, a lay-run campaign that supports the Catholic 
Church and its community in responding to Pope Francis’ encyc-
lical Laudato Si’ https://journeyto2030.org/about/ . The campaign 
is co-ordinated by the Ecological Conversion Group (ECG) 
co-founded by John Paul and supported by the Diocese. John 
Paul gave a powerful and very interesting talk in which he de-
scribed the impact Pope Francis has had on world leaders with 

his publication Laudato Si’ and the ongoing commitment of the 
Pope to see that promises are made and kept. He highlighted the 
plight of the world’s poor who suffer the most from the effects of 
climate change, their farmland being turned into dust bowls from 
drought, forcing them to become refugees and move on to be 
able to feed their families. He reminded us that this situation has 
come about because, as Pope Francis highlights, we have put 
ourselves at the centre of the universe as being more important 
than God, our neighbour and our planet. This attitude leads to 
our morals and ethics being subject to our personal convenience. 
Instead, when we return to restoring God at the centre, we real-
ise that we are both dependant on and are part of nature, and 

Reconnecting with
Our Common HomeOur Common Home

On the afternoon of Sunday 3 October, Sacred Heart Church, Sunningdale invited their 
congregation to come together to consider and refl ect on the environmental and socio-economic 

challenges taking place on our planet. Pope Francis has written about these issues in his encyclical 
Laudato Si’ and a key aim of this event was to introduce the church community to some of Pope 

Francis’ messages about the crisis facing God’s Creation and to encourage them to respond.

Photos by Oriana Checkiewicz

Report by Alice de Lima & Sarah Gardiner

Some of the pictures created by the Marist students for Creation 
in Crisis

John Paul de Quay from our own Diocese of Arundel & Brighton
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inter-dependant with our global brothers and sisters. This change 
of vision is captured in Pope Francis’ call to Ecological Conver-
sion

After John Paul’s talk, we moved to the church to explore the 
Creation in Crisis Trail displayed on pillars throughout the nave 
and side chapels. The Trail of 15 stations depicted key elements 
of the ecological and environmental damage being perpetrated 
on our world: the Greenhouse Effect & Arctic Ice, Carbon Diox-
ide & Ocean Warming, Energy Demand, Methane, the Challenges 
facing COP26, Deforestation, Plastic Waste on Land and in our 
Oceans, Clothing in Landfi ll, Fair Prices for Coffee Farmers, Pesti-
cides & their effects on Wildlife, Food Waste, Prawn Farming & 
the loss of Mangroves, Loss of Biodiversity and Surfers Against 
Sewage. Each station included a brief description of one of these 
issues, a painting or collage created by the young children the 
previous week illustrating the point, a poem or a prayer of refl ec-
tion and suggested actions.

The event organisers had devised fun quizzes to help all age 
groups engage with the Trail. Intriguing questions about every-
day activities and changes in environments often at vast distances 
from where the activity took place, revealed the links between 
our modern behaviour or technology and its detrimental effect 
on the environment, for example, the melting of the polar ice cap 
and aviation emissions.

It was wonderful to see young and old really engaged in read-
ing and discussing the topics, making notes and answering the 
questions set for us.

So much information was new to us.  We have had our eyes 
opened to the disturbing way we humans are treating our habi-
tat. It is being brought home to us what a huge impact it is having 
on the poor and our wildlife.  Raising awareness that our creation 
is in crisis was one of the main purposes of the event.

Also, during the month of September the congregation had 
gathered a collection of food items to be dispersed to a local food 
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bank.  We were all made aware of the saying – “live simply so that 
the poor can simply live.”

As we reconvened after a delicious tea of home-baked cakes 
and loose leaf tea (no paper or plastic waste – many teabags con-
tain plastic!), we paused to consider the timescale within which 
our behaviours, our lifestyles need to change in order to prevent 
the current pattern of global warming from increasing by more 
than 1.5oC by 2050. This date, now less than 30 years away, 
seemed an age – a lifetime away for the teenagers, whose lives are 
changing daily as they journey through their school years. But 
the adults observed that periods of 10, 20 years can disappear in 
a fl ash and that a timescale of less than 30 years for taking action 
to constrain future warming within 1.5oC is an enormous chal-
lenge. To achieve it, we will all – as Pope Francis says – need to 
cooperate, to act together and now.

This sobering refl ection was followed by lively discussions of 
the quizzes used to reveal the links between everyday items or 
choices and environmental change. For example, what is the link 
between Foxes glacier mints and British Airways, and it isn’t the 
sweets that are handed out in fl ight. Teenagers joined these table 
discussions and questioned the older people about how energy 
effi cient they keep their houses and how they are infl uenced 
when purchasing energy by using sustainable sources.  Each ta-
ble was asked to evaluate their answers to the quiz on ‘How 
Green is Your Household’, and to pledge one action to help save 
our damaged world. Commitments to using less water, making 
fewer trips on aeroplanes, not wasting food, and using less fossil 
fuel were put forward.

It was at this point that the adults were held to account by the 
teenagers. Most of them were far more aware of the environmen-
tal problems we face than the adults had expected and they were 
keen to know what the adults had learned during the afternoon 
and how this would impact their behaviour in the future. 

The ways in which they could infl uence their parents’ behav-
iours was also discussed and the teens were keen to pursue 

making positive changes in their households. There were chal-
lenging questions and lively exchanges about the impact that our 
individual actions might make, faced with the enormity of the 
climate change problem. But we reminded ourselves that most 
regime and lifestyle changes have started with a few individuals 
working together to bring about change. Our discussions were 
broad and wide-ranging refl ecting the complexity and intercon-
nectedness of our everyday lives and global environmental 
change. It’s fair to say everyone learned something and all com-
mitted to making positive changes going forward. 

A suggestion that we meet again in a few months’ time to meas-
ure our progress was well received.

The children came in from the craft room upstairs to present 
the prayer boats that they’d made with Krista, Nuala, Jackie, Nor-
ma and Ruth, asking God to save our world and saying how they 
were going to help.  They read out their sweet little prayers which 
were hung on a display tree with lights and taken into the church 
so the Sacred Heart community could read them.  These prayer 
boats will be taken to Glasgow by a group young people from 
Christian Aid and presented to world leaders at COP26.

The afternoon’s learning and discussions were brought to a 
close with a short liturgy service of singing, interspersed with re-
fl ections on the environmental message in the hymns and prayers 
read out by a young boy and girl and a more senior member who 
spoke of the contrast in pace of life compared to her youth.  She 
led prayers for the success of COP26 in Glasgow in November.  Fr 
Julio, who had accompanied the singing on guitar, adopted his 
more familiar role of Pastor, leading us in the Lord’s Prayer and 
bestowing a blessing on us before we moved outside for the tree 
planting.

The last event of the day was getting Erin and Joao to plant an 
oak tree seedling, which was donated by the Marist School, in the 
front garden of The Sacred Heart Church to mark the occasion.  
This was carried with suitable pomp and ceremony with every-
one giving advice whilst letting the youngsters do all the work!
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Our first Assembly since May 2019 in a gathering 
to spend time together: reflecting, praying 
and enjoying one another’s company.

It was the moment to welcome newcomers to the 
London Province: Fr. Julio Ocana, and Fr David 
Bohnsack and Fr Mario Cerda. Apologies for absence 
came from Fr. John Fraser, due to ill-health, and Frs. 
Ruben Padilla and Felipe Castrejana.

Daily morning prayers were celebrated and in the 
evening Vespers and the Celebration of Holy Mass.

Reports were heard from the various secretariates, 
editor’s report, website reports, appeal organisers 
from England, Scotland and Ireland and finally 
Community reports from each House. 

Throughout the three days there were lively 
discussions dealing with our ‘Six-Year Plan ‘, detailing 
and revisiting our commitments, Report from the 
Province to the XIX General Chapter next year and 
many other urgent topics. 

It proved to be a fruitful encounter and inspiring 
hope as we move ahead coping with the pandemic 
setbacks.

by Fr. john Downey mccj

Provincial Assembly at Sunningdale 
October 18th – 22nd, 2021

Pictured are members of our London Province: Front, from the left, Frs Louis Koevi, John Downey, Franco Mastromauro, Benito de 
Marchi, Second row, from left, Bob Hicks, John Clark, Laurenti Tiziano, Sean Dempsey,Manuel Casillas. Third row, from left, Julio 
Ocana, Javier Alvarado, Martin Devenish, David Bohnsack, Patrick Wilkinson, Alberto Pelucchi (Provincial), Melaku Tafesse Amente, 
Carmine Curci

The front garden at Sunningdale



 Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk

www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.combonimissionaries.ie

www.southworld.net
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Hidden in what seems ordinary 
God of wonderment awe surprise 

The humble see not those thought wise
Manger becomes sanctuary 

Newborn babe with mother Mary
Joseph joyful with tearful eyes
Hidden in what seems ordinary 

God of wonderment awe surprise 

Good news making the heart merry
Star of Bethlehem in the night skies 

A plan only God could devise 
So truly extraordinary 

Hidden in what seems ordinary

Peace and Good � dings of Chr� tm�  and a
Bl� sed New Year to all our Friends and Benefactors


