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World Mission Sunday October 24
“We cannot keep quiet about what we have 

seen and heard” (At. 4:20) (pages 6-7)

Laudato Si: “Hearing both the cry of the 
earth and the cry of the poor” (pages 16-19)
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We are now into our Autumn edition of Com-
boni Mission and the pandemic, although be-
ing tamed, is still with us and no doubt for the 
foreseeable future. It has caused havoc for 
many people and also for us Comboni Mission-
aries regarding our Mission Appeal work and 
the ensuing fi nancial dips. Despite these nerv-
ous times parishes have been generous in 
providing the necessary steps to favour our 
mission ministry. Numbers have obviously 
been sparse in many churches but we thank 
these parishes for their missionary collabora-
tion. We are grateful to the many hospitable 
priests who welcome us, feed us and introduce 
us to their parishioners who always respond 
with prayers and offerings for our mission 
work at home and abroad. Many thanks to you 
all!

Other pandemics have affl icted the world’s 
people – fl oods, forest fi res, earthquakes, hur-
ricanes and other forces of nature. We have 
been continually alerted to the threat of global 
warming and climate change but sadly few take 
heed. However, as we can read in this edition, 
the forthcoming climate conference in Glas-
gow in November will, we pray, provide ways 
for stronger ACTION to curb this present 
threat to ‘our common home.’ I hope too you 
can read attentively our Sacred Heart Church 

study report on ‘Laudato Si’, the pope’s encyc-
lical about our call to preserve and cultivate 
love and respect for the earth’s riches – espe-
cially the poor and exploited.

Our magazine reaches many homes through 
mail delivery, mission appeal, internet and we 
hope that it will continue to inspire us to care 
for each other and more so the forgotten and 
suffering. Through the Good News of Christ’s 
message there can always be hope and charity 
as a means to make God evermore present 
amongst peoples. A climate crisis – yes – but 
also a faith and Church crisis. As the Archbish-
op of Dublin spoke recently in an interview 
that belief in Ireland has “for all intents and 
purposes vanished and particularly among the 
younger generations”. A 
call that can be directed 
to many nations and not 
just Ireland

It is a stark call for us to 
quicken our step and be 
more and more bearers 
of the Good News to all! 

Happy reading!

A call to quicken our step!

We are now into our Autumn edition of Com- study report on ‘Laudato Si’, the pope’s encyc-
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Getting to know the
Comboni

Missionaries

Monsignor Jesús Ruiz Molina was born 
in La Cueva de Roa, Province of Bur-
gos, in 1959. He entered the diocesan 

seminary in Burgos at the age of eleven and 
from there he joined the Verona Fathers 
(Comboni Missionaries), because he wanted 
to be a missionary. He went to Granada for the 
postulancy, then to Moncada (Valencia) where 
he completed two years of novitiate, and from 
there to Paris where he obtained a degree in 
pastoral care and catechesis. It was there in 
Paris, that he was ordained a deacon. His 
priestly ordination took place in Miranda de 
Ebro (Burgos) in 1987.

After working 30 years in Africa, Fr. Jesús 
thought of a quiet retirement (retire?) in his 
homeland, but God had a surprise for him, on 
the day of his 30th Anniversary of Priestly Or-
dination, Pope Francis’ decision to appoint 
him auxiliary bishop of Bangassou was com-

Monsignor Jesús Ruiz, 
Comboni Missionary newly - 

consecrated Bishop
“In Africa, there are other much more real pandemics, 

such as war and hunger.”

municated to him. At that moment, began a 
new chapter in his life.

The pandemic saw him visiting Spain and 
has remained there for a period of time. Dur-
ing this time, he has been convalescing, but 
the worst thing for him has been to live far 
away from his people, the situation of the 
people regarding the pandemic is not the 
worst one, but it is the scourge of the war go-
ing on for so long which is a real torment. As 
always, it appears that, it is the poor, the peo-
ple, who suffer the most. 

Some months ago the Apostolic Nuncio 
informed him that the Holy See was contem-
plating a new destination . It appears that his 
future life remains linked to Africa, to Central 
Africa, to the young diocese of M’baïki, until 
some years ago, part of the diocese of Bangui. 
In fact, Mons. Jesús Ruiz becomes its second 
bishop.

You have planned to retire to 
the land of your ancestors, to 
take care of your parents… 
God seems to have other plans. 
I have always said that the mission is not cho-
sen, you received it. God always surprises us, 
and very often turning everything upside 
down. I have spent this time of Covid-19 with 
my elderly parents, and now the departure, 
becomes harder to see them more helpless, 
but trusting the Lord I know that he will pro-
vide for them more than I expect, to replace 
my absence.

What do you know about your 
new destination?
I Return to the diocese where I already 
worked for 7 years, M’baïki. A diocese south 
of Bangui, in the heart of the Congo basin, 

Meeting with the Pope

Pope Francis has appointed Monsignor Jesús Ruiz Molina, 
a spanish Comboni Missionary, bishop of M’baïki, south 
of Bangui (Central Africa). “It is a diocese that has only 
25 years of existence and I will be its second bishop. We 
only have seven diocesan priests. One of the jewels of 
the diocese is the presence of the Pygmy-Aka population. 
A minority people who live, often, in a situation of semi-
slavery. Africa has a fantastic life potential, a vitality that 
comes from that living God who wants us alive and invites 
us to share our lives. Africa shall live! Covid-19 is not the 
greatest concern of our people because there are other 
much more real pandemics in the everyday life, such as 
war, hunger, illiteracy, malaria, AIDS.” 
(Monsignor Jesús Ruiz)



5 Comboni Mission • Autumn 2021

bordering the two Congo countries. It is a di-
ocese that has only 25 years of life. I will 
become its second bishop. It is a diocese as 
big as the province of Burgos and Álava to-
gether, its diocesan priests are only seven, 
and more or less ,an  equal number of reli-
gious priests. There are thirty religious 
sisters. Catechists and other lay pastoral 
agents are numerous. One of the jewels of 
the diocese is the presence of the Pygmy-Aka 
population. A minority people (about 20,000 
throughout the diocese) who live, often, in a 
situation of semi-slavery.

It is one of the challenges that strongly ap-
peals to me and attracts me to this mission. 
My experience among this people was fi lled 
with deep joys struggling for their dignity as 
children of God. 

From what you describe it is a 
diocese with several demanding 
issues, what will be your great 
pastoral challenges?
Indeed, the pastoral challenges are many, but 
above all the war and violence that has 
plagued our country since 2013 and that has 
destroyed the entire social fabric of the coun-
try: schools, hospitals, army, civil service... 
The wounds of our people and remain very 
deep. Everything is about rebuilding. 

As Christians we remain committed to be 
the light and salt in this situation by promot-
ing spaces of hope and working for 
reconstruction in every possible way. 

Rebuilding these war-destroyed structures 

will be an arduous and costly task, but the 
most important task will be the true recon-
struction of the hearts of our people; this 
requires the best of our strength. To do this 
we count on the transforming power of Jesus 
and his Gospel. 

Many hopes and expectations have been 
destroyed, many hearts broken, families torn 
apart by hatred, more than a million and a 
half displaced people and refugees who have 
lost everything... One in three in the Republic 
of Central Africa is displaced or refugee.

Our challenge is to generate hope and 
work, to build a culture of peace where toler-
ance to the different constitutes the greatest 
challenge. Pope Francis invited us, on his 
2015 visit, to “move to the other shore.” To go 
from hatred to reconciliation, from impunity 
to justice, from war to peace, from the misery 
in which our people live to the dignity of be-
ing considered loved and respected. An 
entire program in the light of the gospel.

Although you have lived in Spain 
during the year of the pandemic 
we know that you are well aware 
of the life and the reality of the 
country. How is the actual situa-
tion of Covid-19 in Central Africa?
In this country no one wears a mask or keeps 
the safety distances. Covid-19 is not a great 
concern for our people because there are 
other much more real pandemics in the 
everyday life, such as war, hunger, illiteracy, 
malaria, AIDS... These ‘pandemics’ do kill our 

people. We know that Covid-19 vaccines will 
not easily reach Africa, but our people are 
vaccinated in God’s love and I am sure we will 
rise from our ashes; Africa has a fantastic life 
potential, a vitality that comes from that Liv-
ing God who wants us alive and invites us to 
share our lives. Africa will live!

Has your inauguration date 
been scheduled?
The inauguration is scheduled for April 25 on 
the feast of Jesus the Good Shepherd. It rep-
resents a whole programme of shepherding 
this people. I already have a plane ticket and 
in ten days I will be leaving and hopefully I 
will be able to take the pulse of the mission 
I’m entrusted with. Pray for me, that I may be 
a shepherd according to the heart of God for 
this forgotten and mistreated people. They 
are God’s favorites, yes, “your God will dance 
for you.”

people. We know that Covid-19 vaccines will 
not easily reach Africa, but our people are 
vaccinated in God’s love and I am sure we will 
rise from our ashes; Africa has a fantastic life 
potential, a vitality that comes from that Liv-
ing God who wants us alive and invites us to 
share our lives. Africa will live!

Celebrating with his predecessor

Slavery of pygmies

The long-suffering pygmy peopleWar and destruction
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Apostles who have seen, listened to and 
touched the salvation of Jesus (cf. 1 Jn
1:1-4), so today we can touch the suffer-
ing and glorious fl esh of Christ in the 
history of every day and fi nd the cour-
age to share with everyone a destiny of 

Dear brothers and sisters,

The Experience of the Apostles
The history of evangelization begins 
with a passionate search for the Lord 
who calls and wants to establish with 
every person, where he is, a dialogue of 
friendship (cf. Jn 15:12-17). The Apos-
tles are the fi rst to tell us this, even re-
membering the day and time when they 
met him: “It was about four in the after-
noon” (Jn 1:39). Friendship with the 
Lord, seeing him care for the sick, eat-
ing with sinners, feeding the hungry, 
approaching the excluded, touching 
the unclean, identifying with the needy, 
inviting to the Beatitudes, teaching in a 
new way and full of authority, leaves an 
indelible imprint, capable of eliciting 
amazement and an expansive and free 
joy that cannot be contained. As the 
prophet Jeremiah said, this experience 
is the burning fi re of his active presence 
in our hearts that pushes us to mission, 
even if it sometimes involves sacrifi ces 
and misunderstandings (cf. 20:7-9). 
Love is always on the move and puts us 
on the move to share the most beautiful 
and hopeful proclamation: “We have 
found the Messiah” (Jn 1:41).

Like the Apostles and the fi rst Chris-
tians, we too say with all our might: “We 

cannot remain silent what we have seen 
and heard” (Acts 4:20). Everything we 
have received, all that the Lord has 
gradually bestowed on us, has given us 
because we put it on the stake and give 
it free of charge to others. Like the 

“We cannot remain silent about what we have seen and heard” (At 4:20)

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2021
MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS

The sending of the disciples
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hope, that undoubted note that arises 
from knowing how to be accompanied 
by the Lord.

As Christians we cannot keep the 
Lord for ourselves: the Church’s evan-
gelizing mission expresses its integral 
and public value in the transformation 
of the world and in the custody of crea-
tion.

An invitation to each of us
The theme of this year’s World Mission 
Day, “We cannot keep quiet about what 
we have seen and heard” (At 4:20), is an 
invitation to each of us to “take charge” 
and to make known what we carry in 
our hearts. This mission is and has al-
ways been the identity of the Church: 
“it exists to evangelize” (St. PAUL VI, Es-
ort. Evangelii nuntiandi, 14). Our life 
of faith weakens, loses prophecy and 
capacity for amazement and gratitude 
in personal isolation or closing in small 
groups; by its very dynamic requires a 
growing openness capable of reaching 
and embracing everyone. The fi rst 
Christians, far from succumbing to the 
temptation to close themselves in an 
elite, were attracted to the Lord and to 
the new life that He offered to go among 
the peoples and witness to what they 
had seen and heard: the Kingdom of 
God is close. They did so with the gen-
erosity, gratitude and nobility proper to 
those who sow knowing that others will 
eat the fruit of their commitment and 
sacrifi ce. Therefore, I like to think that 
“even the weakest, most limited and 
wounded can be [missionaries] in their 
own way, because we must always allow 
good to be communicated, even if it 
coexists with many fragilities” (Esort. 
ap. postsin. Christus vivit, 239).

Remember our missionaries 
On World Mission Day, which is cele-
brated every year on the penultimate 
Sunday of October, we remember with 
gratitude all the people who, through 
their witness of life, help us to renew 
our baptismal commitment to be gener-
ous and joyful apostles of the Gospel. 
Let us remember especially those who 
have been able to set out on their jour-
ney, leave land and family so that the 
Gospel can reach without delay and 
without fear the corners of peoples and 
cities where so many lives are thirsting 
for blessing.

A call to all “to go” and bring the 
Good News
Contemplating their missionary witness 
spurs us to be courageous and to pray 
insistently “the lord of the harvest, that 
he may send workers into his harvest” 
(Lk 10:2); in fact, we are aware that the 
vocation to mission is not a thing of the 
past or a romantic memory of other 
times. Today, Jesus needs hearts that are 
capable of living the vocation as a true 
love story, that makes them go to the 
peripheries of the world and become 
messengers and instruments of com-
passion. And it is a call that He address-
es to all, though not in the same way. 
Remember that there are suburbs that 
are located near us, in the centre of a 
city, or in your family. There is also an 
aspect of the universal openness of love 
that is not geographical but existential. 

Be missionary disciples!
Always, but especially in these times of 
pandemic, it is important to increase 
the daily capacity to enlarge our circle, 
to reach those who spontaneously 

would not feel them part of “my world 
of interests”, even if they are close to us 
(cf. Enc. Brothers all, 97). To live the 
mission is to venture to cultivate the 
same feelings as Christ Jesus and to be-
lieve with him that those next to me are 
also my brother and sister. May his love 
of compassion also awaken our hearts 
and make us all missionary disciples.

May Mary, the fi rst missionary 
disciple, grow in all the 

baptized the desire to be salt 
and light in our lands 

(cf. Mt 5:13-14).

The mission is to all and everyone

Our Lady of Guadalupe
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by Sr Natalia Gomes CMS

One Hundred Fifty Years following 
in the footsteps of our Founder 

St Daniel Comboni
er Mosca, a Comboni Missionary Brother 
who, together with other missionaries, 
was shot, but thankfully he survived. 
Their total self-giving in the likeness of 
Jesus the Good Shepherd, became the 
spark in my and many others’ Comboni 
Missionary vocations. I had the joy of 
meeting Brother Mosca in 1991 in his 
mission in Bangui, Central Africa Repub-
lic, while I was with the Sudanese refu-
gees in that country. My joy was complete, 
as I saw and touched the scar, just above 
his heart, left by the gun bullet.   

The expulsion of the missionaries from 
the Congo in 1965, became an opportuni-
ty to open new mission centres in other 
countries and continents. Sr Carmela was 
appointed to Portugal and became a pas-
sionate missionary animator. She was the 
one who, in Viseu, on 10 October 1969, 
opened the door to me, the day I left my 
family home to become a Comboni Mis-
sionary Sister.  

Comboni Missionaries do not give up 
easily. Expelled from their missions in 
times of political unrest, they returned as 
soon as the “doors” re-opened. Today, al-
though danger and uncertainty still pre-
vail, they continue to be very active in 
several places in the DR of Congo. The 
local church there is alive and very much 
involved, and together with the mission-
aries it stands up for the people in both 
calm and rough waters.   

Seeds of Hope - 
Children and sunfl owers  
The Comboni Sisters are building Saint 
Daniel Comboni School, Recovering Cen-
tre. They wrote: “This project is located   
in the parish of Saint Kizito, Butembo, 
a town in the East of Congo, in the 
province of North Kivu. The population 
of Butembo is about 300,000 mainly 
from the ethnic Nande. This region, in 
recent times is one of the most perilous 
in the country because of the massacres 
in various parts of the territory of Lube-
ro, but above all of Beni. The popula-
tion, mainly women and children, 
have to fl ee to fi nd a safe place in town 
centres. This project aims to offer an 

er Mosca, a Comboni Missionary Brother 
who, together with other missionaries, 
was shot, but thankfully he survived. 
Their total self-giving in the likeness of 
Jesus the Good Shepherd, became the 
spark in my and many others’ Comboni 
Missionary vocations. I had the joy of 
meeting Brother Mosca in 1991 in his 
mission in Bangui, Central Africa Repub-
lic, while I was with the Sudanese refu-
gees in that country. My joy was complete, 
as I saw and touched the scar, just above 
his heart, left by the gun bullet.   

the Congo in 1965, became an opportuni-
ty to open new mission centres in other 
countries and continents. Sr Carmela was 
appointed to Portugal and became a pas-
sionate missionary animator. She was the 
one who, in Viseu, on 10 October 1969, 
opened the door to me, the day I left my 
family home to become a Comboni Mis-St Daniel Comboni our inspiration

The lives of hundreds of Comboni 
Sisters consecrated to God for mis-
sion, following in the footprints of 

the Founder Saint Daniel Comboni are 
like small seeds sown in the good soil of 
the hearts and minds of many of our 
brothers and Sisters in Africa and around 
the world. A growing sense of gratitude 
arises from our hearts, in the awareness 
of God’s Love, capable of transforming   
lives and cultures. In celebrating 150 years 
of the life of our institute, we are rejoicing 
in the uniqueness of God’s call to each 
sister and her unique response to such a 
mystery. The sisters do not celebrate 
alone because the people we lived with 
remain imprinted in our hearts.

Today we continue to be present in 
several countries, committed to be on the 
side of the poor, denouncing situations of 
injustice, promoting health and educa-
tion for all, while care for Creation, our 
common aim.

Small life stories in a large country
The missionaries and the people in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo live their 
lives with hope and joy, together with 
many challenges. The fi rst Comboni Sis-

ters arrived in the North-East of Congo, 
2nd January 1952. Living as small commu-
nities, they gradually started new missions 
in different areas of the country. They 
dedicated themselves to learning the lo-
cal languages and to promote education 
and health. The activities in the promo-
tion of women became vital for the local 
community and gave the sisters a plat-
form to inter-act with them. The Comboni 
core value of “Save Africa with Africa”, 
targeted local leaders for formation and it 
became the guideline in all their minis-
tries and services.

The history of this wonderful 
country is marked by many political 
changes, struggles and wars, 
but someone is able to write 
straight on crooked lines.
 My call to be a Comboni Missionary Sister 
has its roots in the lives of those mission-
aries killed during the Congo Simba Revo-
lution of 1964. Sr Carmela Franzese, then 
a young Comboni Sister who, together 
with others, was subjected to moments of 
terror and uncertainty and was subse-
quently expelled from the Congo. Broth-
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educational opportunity for children 
and youths of the area. They are vic-
tims of a war that has been raging for 
years, a war which continues for the 
purpose of exploiting coltan mines, a 
precious mineral used in the manufac-
ture of mobile phones of which Congo 
is the leading exporter in the world. 
Many of the children who attend the 
Centre have fl ed their villages to escape 
the indiscriminate massacres from the 
guerrillas that control the mining area 
or are former child soldiers who man-
aged to escape. Education is an impor-
tant tool to recover and give hope to 
these children and youths. In order to 
continue to give these children the pos-
sibility to study and to look forward to 
a better future, we are building a 
school, hoping it will be ready by the 
end of this year 2021.”

Sunfl owers in London and the 
Children in the Congo  
Creativity helps to respond to the many 
needs in today’s world. Lay Comboni 
friends and the Comboni Sisters in Lon-
don are determined to support the fur-
nishing of Saint Daniel Comboni School   
in Butembo. Sunfl ower seeds sown in our 
garden during lockdown, sprouted abun-
dantly. We rolled up our sleeves and trans-
planted these tiny plants to small vases 
and on a sunny Sunday, at the gates of the 
Comboni Centre the sunfl owers were 
displayed for sale. The occasion became a 
joyful opportunity for the interaction with 
the people passing by: building bridges 
between continents, meeting   our neigh-
bours, encountering new people and en-
couraging everyone to take a sunfl ower 
plant for their garden, thus helping to 
improve climate change and, by leaving a 

donation, help towards the completion of 
Saint Daniel Comboni School. 

The many situations of poverty and so-
cial injustice call us today, as at the time of 
our foundation, to travel light, to let go of 
old unnecessary structures, to live simply, 

free to be Good News for all. Like the 
sunfl ower that follows every movement 
of the sun, we carry within us the passion 
to follow the wind of the Spirit that calls 
us forward, to be creative and bold in re-
sponding to today’s challenges. Pope 
Francis’ Encyclical “Fratelli Tutti” number 
55, summarises well the Comboni Sisters 
thirst for the new wine of the Spirit to be 
poured into the new wine skins of our 
lives. The Pope invites us “to renewed 
hope, for hope speaks to us of some-
thing deeply rooted in every human 
heart, independently of our circum-
stances and historical conditioning. 
Hope speaks to us of a thirst, an aspira-
tion, a longing for a life of fulfi lment, a 
desire to achieve great things; things 
that fi ll our heart and lift our spirit … 
goodness and beauty, justice and love 
… Hope is bold; it can open us up to 
grand ideals that make life more beau-
tiful and worthwhile”.

Children say their thanks for help received

Sunfl owers

Sr Natalia explaining the project outside their Chiswick house
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by Fr Efrem Tresoldi mccj

Charles called himself a “missionary 
monk” and came to establish his 
hermitage in the desert in south-

ern Algeria among the Tuaregs, a nomadic 
population of the Islamic faith. After fi n-
ishing military school with the rank of a 
Second Lieutenant cavalry offi cer, Charles 
abandoned the idea of pursuing a career 
in the army, which had become a bore for 
him. He moved away from the Christian 
faith in which he had grown up and led “a 
life without purpose,” as he would later 
admit.

At the age of twenty-eight, while not 
knowing how to direct his life, he felt the 
need to study the Catholic religion, driv-
en by his cousin Marie de Bondy to whom 
he was bound by deep friendship and 
with whom he would always maintain a 
close correspondence relationship, con-
sidering her as his “spiritual mother.”

His conversion
He resumed going to church where he 
would spend long hours repeating the 
same prayer: “My God, if you exist, allow 
me to know you.” He embarked on the 

path of conversion, helped by Abbé Henri 
Huvelin whom he adopted as his spiritual 
guide. No longer interested in seeking 
proofs of God’s existence, Charles experi-
enced God’s infi nite goodness. Almost si-
multaneously with the rediscovery of 
faith, the desire for religious consecration 
was born in him.

Attracted by monastic life in 1890, he 
was welcomed into the Trappist monas-
tery of Notre-Dame du Sacré-Coeur, near 
Akbes (Syria). Life in the monastery, how-
ever, did not seem to be enough for him. 
Unsatisfi ed with the life in the Trappe, in 
January 1897, he left the monastery and 
went to the Holy Land, “so as to follow 
Jesus, the poor workman of Nazareth”. 
For three years, he lived as a servant in 
the convents of the Poor Clares in Naza-
reth and Jerusalem.

In the meantime, the desire to bear 
witness to the Gospel as a priest in mis-
sion countries where he dreamed of 
founding many hermitages dedicated to 
the Sacred Heart was maturing in him. In 
August 1900, Charles returned to France. 
Fr. Huvelin agreed that he be ordained a 

priest. So, he went to spend a year in a 
convent praying and studying. In June 
1901, he became a priest and asked to be 
called Brother Charles of Jesus.

His mission in Africa 
amongst Muslims
Soon after, he decided to carry out his 
mission in Africa among Muslim popula-
tions. At the end of October 1901, he ar-
rived in Béni Abbès, a little oasis in the 
Algerian Sahara on the borders of Moroc-
co.  In January 1904, Charles left Beni Ab-
bés and went to establish his hermitage at 
Tamanrasset, a southern outpost of the 
territories occupied by France, among the 
Tuaregs.

From the very beginning of his pres-
ence in Algeria, Brother Charles had it 
clear in his mind that his mission was not 
to convert, but rather to carry out pre-
paratory work for evangelization, “with-
out preaching, but rather by learning the 
language of the people, conversing with 
them, and establishing friendly relations.” 
He was convinced that “the word is im-
portant, but example, love, and prayer are 
a thousand times more important”.

At the hermitage, Charles welcomed 
the poor, assisted the sick with medicines 
that relatives and friends sent to him from 
France, but above all he devoted many 
hours a day to the study of the Tuareg 
language (Tamahaq). He led a hard ascet-
ic life. To the many hours of prayer, he 
added more work, particularly in the lin-
guistic fi eld. His daily diet consisted of a 
mush of crushed wheat starch with a little 
butter, dates, and bread without yeast.

Brother Charles strongly wished to 
share the mission with a companion to 
ensure the continuity of his work. He 
would make three trips to France in 
search of some priests willing to live the 
hermit experience in the desert with him, 
but he would never see his wish fulfi lled. 
He also hoped for the involvement of the 
laity in the work of evangelization and 
drew up the statutes of the Union of the 
Brothers and Sisters of the Sacred Heart 

Just over a century after he died as a martyr, Blessed Charles de Foucauld (1858-1916), 
who brought the Gospel to many and lived among the Tuareg people in the Algerian 
desert, will be proclaimed a saint later this year.
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of Jesus to “awaken vocations of lay peo-
ple who would accept to settle with the 
Tuaregs”.

In September 1914, war broke out be-
tween France and Germany, with immedi-
ate repercussions in the colonial territo-
ries. The anti-French rebellion grew, led 
by the movement of the Senussi coming 
from Libya, who were about to penetrate 
the south of Algeria. Radical Islamic 
preachers prophesied the coming of the 
Mahdi who would establish his kingdom, 
wiping out all traces of ‘Christian pagan-
ism.’

To win the Tuareg ethnic groups over to 
the cause of the anti-French revolt, the 
Senussi movement targeted those Euro-
peans who had the greatest infl uence on 
the local population. They planned to 
capture the Christian marabout and take 
him out of the country to put an end to 
his infl uence on the local population sub-
jected to the French  authorities.

Charles is attacked, 
robbed and killed
On 1st December 1916, the rebels tricked 
Brother Charles into opening the door to 
the hermitage – which, in the meantime, 
he had rebuilt as a real fortress to offer 
people shelter in case of armed attacks. 
They tied his hands behind his back and 
forced him to kneel. His home and sanc-
tuary of prayer were ransacked.

The approach of two Arab soldiers on 
camelback enlisted in the French army 
interrupted the thievery. The 15-year-old 

boy who was guarding Charles panicked. 
He pulled the trigger of his rifl e and shot 
Charles in the head. Charles made no 
sound. He slowly crumpled to the sandy 
earth and died. Brother Charles’ death 

seemed to fulfi l what he had predicted a 
few years earlier: “Like the wheat in the 
Gospel, I must rot in the land of the Saha-
ra to prepare the future harvest. Such is 
my vocation”.
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The Tuaregs people

Charles is attacked, robbed and killed
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Just arrived in our London Province Just arrived in our London Province 
Fr David Bohnsack has kindly forwarded some Fr David Bohnsack has kindly forwarded some 

photo/poems for our appreciation. photo/poems for our appreciation. 
Thank you Fr David. Thank you Fr David. 

In our next edition there will be an introductory In our next edition there will be an introductory 
welcome to him and more poems to savour !welcome to him and more poems to savour !
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had committed herself for the school.  
Bernadette entered the Marist Novici-
ate in 1949, and made her fi rst profes-
sion on 6th August 1951.

Sister Mary Magdalen was appointed 
to the Marist Convent school in Paign-
ton, Devon, where she taught untrained 
for two years before going on to univer-
sity.  Most of her life has been involved 
in education at various levels, including 
thirteen years in university chaplaincy 
work.  In 1989 she was elected to the 
General Administration Council in 
Rome, where she spent the next twelve 
years, returning to England in the fi rst 
year of the new millennium.  Sister 
Mary Magdalen was assigned to Sunnin-
ghill, where she had been Principal in 
the school for two spans.  For six years, 
she was leader of the community in 
Sunninghill, before eventually being 
able to “retire”!

This all sounds very bland so I would 

like to include an Ex Marist Teacher’s 
cherished memories of Sister Mary 
Magdalen.

“After 70 years of dedicated service to 
others-this-is your very special day.  A 
date to remember, the 6th August, 
when a remarkable story began of a life 
given to God, to leadership and schol-
arship, to music and friendship, to stu-
dents and the wider good.  Dear, dear 
Sister Mary Magdalen, you’ve been such 
an example and a hero to those whose 
lives you’ve touched, like mine.  Your 
steady commitment of 70 years, despite 
the vagaries of existence, puts to shame 
the current “throw away” culture where 
nothing is treasured beyond its imme-
diate novelty value.  Young people now-
adays often mouth the sentiment that 
they want jobs “to make a difference”- 
well, you truly have!

Thank you for your inspirational life 
and friendship”.

13

Sister Mary Magdalen was educat-
ed at secondary level as a boarder 
in the Marist Convent in Car-

rick-on-Shannon (Ireland).  She was 
very happy there, and appreciated the 
good education she was receiving, with 
scope for developing her gifts.  She left 
with her Leaving Certifi cate aged seven-
teen, and with no idea as to what was to 
come next, except that it would defi -
nitely not be religious life.  All post-pri-
mary education had to be paid for in 
those days, and her family could not af-
ford to send her to university, which 
she would have loved. Untrained, she 
was offered a teaching post in one of 
the Marist schools in England, which 
she accepted.  During all this time, Ber-
nadette Smyth was fi ghting a nagging 
God who would not go away or leave 
her alone.  Eventually Bernadette gave 
in and said “Yes”, and lived with this 
decision for a further year to which she 

Thanking the Lord for his Blessings!

Sister Mary Magdalen celebrates her 70 years 
of Religious Life – a Platinum Jubilee

A joyful celebration was held at the Marist convent on the 6th of August to honour and give 
thanks for the wonderful 70 years of Religious Life of Sr Magdalen
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Looking ahead to the - 
26TH CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE UN 

CONFERENCE ON CLIMATE CHANGE.
1-12 November, 2021. Glasgow, Scotland.

and multinational polluters who out-
match us in money, political contacts, sci-
entifi c and legal expertise. There are tril-
lions of GBPs and USA dollars behind all 
this. How can the voices of Christian and 
Religious Faiths be heard in the midst 
such of a cacophony of different voices? 

Is it a never too late emergency call? We 
haven’t a long way to go before time is 
running out. Are we reaching the tipping 
point of GCC? How can we slow down 
GCC? Are we nearing too close to the 
hedge of 1.5 Celsius? We’re defi nitely in a 
desperate race to salvage earth’s plane-
tary support systems. There’s no time left 
for half measures.

When humans and nature are in sync, 
such amazing things can happen. When 
they are out of sync, the opposite hap-
pens and is taking place now infl icting 
much suffering on the planet. We humans  
owe our kindness to everything that con-
stitutes our environment: water, sea crea-
tures, the fertile soils of our farmlands, 
the mineral deposits on top and under 
the ground, the rain forests and the multi 
species that inhabit them. We humans are 
only one species among all other species 
in this wondrous web of life.

HOPEFUL HOPE.
Now is the time for climate optimism, not 

pessimism. With feasible realism and 
hopeful hope, we face the challenges of 
urgency for rapid action. Responsible 
care of creation is an essential part of the 
Christian and other Religious Faiths. The 
ecological crisis is fundamentally a 
spiritual crisis. GCC with its consequenc-
es is a moral issue that demands a radical 
conversion of minds and hearts.  It’s a 
question of urgency I repeat, we don’t 
have time to wait. The time for action is 
now.

Global Climate Change (GCC) is 
the single biggest issue of today. 
The challenge to stay below 2 de-

grees Celsius is gigantic. While the rise is 
due in some way to natural fl uctuations 
over the millennia, collective scientifi c 
evidence demonstrates clearly the inter-
ference of human beings, especially in the 
global north.

We seriously need a very strong com-
mitment to save our home which is such 
a small blue fragile planet. When any 
home is on fi re, the family fi ght tooth and 
nail to defend it. True, it takes hands to 
build any house, but only hearts can build 
a home. Earth has become “home sweet 
home” to all its inhabitants and creatures. 
Earth is a single “homeland” that calls for 
“one world with a common plan”.   

GCC is not a natural phenomenon, but 
a relation between people, powers and 
resource management. What is happen-
ing to the poor of the earth is due une-
quivocally to the uncontrolled capitalism 
of the West. Consumerism, unbridled 
capitalism, the profi t motive and the myth 
of unlimited progress lie behind the cur-
rent crisis of GCC.  

WHAT THE GLASGOW COP 26 
INHERITED FROM THE PARIS 
COP15.
COP since 1995 has tried to establish a 
frame work for countries around the 
world to create programmes that cut 
emissions of CO2. PARIS 2015 left us with 
the legacy to keep a global temperature 
this century well below 2 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels. To lower the 
temperature to 1.5 degrees Celsius is an 
ambitious goal. Every fraction of a degree 
decrease counts a million here. How can 
we cut CO2 emissions to keep 1.5 Celsius 
in reach? 191 Parties out of 197 have 
agreed to this Paris Agreement. Numer-
ous meetings and debates with the Parties 
have taken place in preparation for 1st 
November, 2021.

LET’S NOT FOOL OURSELVES.
One of the most challenging facts of en-
gaging in the GCC campaigns is dealing 
with entrenched government agencies Fr John Clark mccj 

By Fr John Clark mccj

Responsible care of creation
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There is surely no regret in Purgatory. 
the Holy Stamp is on every soul;
and a longing for Heaven is in their hearts; 
they are like a desert desiring rain; as 
purifi cation removes all of sins stain. 
And as the Saints in Heaven hear our 
groans, 
their prayers rise up to that Holy Throne;
that we might one day join them.
And despite our new birth we still struggle 
on Earth 
as we await the hope of the resurrection. 
So, we pray for each other, our sisters and 
brothers; 
until we all meet together in Heaven

Harvey Martin   

THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS
By Harvey Martin   
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By Alice de Lima 

Starting in February 2021 Sr Patri-
cia, a Brigidine Sister based in 
Windsor and Dr Sarah Gardner, an 

ecologist and environmental econo-
mist, led the Sacred Heart Church 
group in Sunningdale on a study to re-
fl ect and meditate on Pope Francis’ en-
cyclical Laudato si’. Each week Sr Patri-
cia and Sarah would start with a prayer 
followed by a presentation fi tting to the 
chapter that we had read and would be 
refl ecting and sharing on that evening. 
Our shared thoughts ranged from care 
of the environment to issues such as 
human traffi cking, species extinction, 
technological power, the common 
good; refl ecting the breadth and depth 
of Laudato si’. We held nine meetings; 
each session lasting approximately 90 
minutes. The meetings were very much 
appreciated by everyone and the study 
has made a huge impact on our lives, 
we have all learned so much and are all 

more aware of how we are destroying 
the beautiful creation that God gifted to 
us.

In his encyclical, Laudato si’, Pope 
Francis asks us “to become painfully 
aware of the present ecological crisis, to 
turn what is happening to the world 
into our own personal suffering and 
thus discover what each of us can do 
about it.” [#19]

Laudato si’ (Praise Be to You) is the 
second encyclical of Pope Francis.  The 
encyclical has the subtitle ‘on care for 
our common home’ and in it, the Pope 
critiques consumerism and irresponsi-
ble development and laments environ-
mental degradation and global warm-
ing. He urges us to remember “our 
common origin, our mutual belonging” 
and to build “a future to be shared with 
everyone” [#202]. The encyclical is a 
profound invitation to everyone on the 
planet to take ‘swift and unifi ed global 
action’ to care for our common home 
and to set out on the long path of re-
newal.

Before we embarked on our Laudato 
si’ journey, very few of the participants 
were aware of the effects of climate 
change, environmental degradation 
and global warming. 

Faced with the current planetary cri-
sis, Pope Francis asks us to embark on a 
change of heart. He calls us to undergo 
an ecological conversion by “examining 
our lives and acknowledging the ways 
in which we have harmed God’s crea-
tion through our actions and our failure 
to act.” [#218]. He urges us to reforge 
the link between humans and nature 
and to remember God’s call for us to 
cultivate and take care of the earth 

Alice de Lima

 Sr Patricia

Sarah

Striving to implementStriving to implement

Care for our common homeCare for our common home
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(Genesis 2:15). Pope Francis reminds 
us that we are joined in a universal com-
munion with all creatures [#220] and 
that God is to be found in all things 
[#233]. As in the words of St Hildegard 
of Bingen “God created humankind so 
that we might cultivate the earthly and 
thereby create the heavenly.”

 Throughout Laudato si’, Pope Fran-
cis urges us to consider the impacts of 
our current lifestyles on our planet - es-
pecially on the species that we share 
the planet with and on the poor whose 
lives are often blighted by our waste, 

our consumption and technological 
convenience. He invites us to gaze at 
the life of St Francis of Assisi who 
“shows us just how inseparable the 
bond is between concern for nature, 
justice for the poor, commitment to 
society and interior peace.”[#10]

Laudato si’ is written for everyone 
and the Pope encourages us to engage 
in open, honest debate with all peoples, 
denominations and disciplines. In par-
ticular, he asks us to explore new ways 
of understanding the economy and 
progress, so that all can move towards 

The world’s destiny is in our hands. Care for our common home !

Pope Francis and Laudato Si

The 10 key themes 
of Laudato si

1  intimate relationship between 
the poor and the fragility of the 
planet, 

2  conviction that everything in 
the world is connected,

3  critique of new paradigms and 
forms of power derived from 
technology,

4  call to seek other ways of 
understanding the economy 
and progress,

5  value proper to each creature, 
6  human meaning of ecology, 
7  need for forthright and honest 

debate,
8  serious responsibility of 

international and local policy,
9 throwaway culture,
10 proposal of a new lifestyle.

The world’s destiny is in our hands. Care for our common home !

sustainable lifestyles and retain suffi -
cient resources and a tolerable environ-
ment for future generations. He urges 
that our debate and dialogue be cou-
pled with serious and responsible inter-
national and local policy actions. Thus 
all have a responsibility in 2021, to urge 
our politicians and world leaders to set 
and commit to robust targets for reduc-
ing climate change at COP26 in Glas-
gow.

Our current economies encourage 
linear production systems unlike natu-
ral systems where production is circular 
with resources being reabsorbed and 
reused for the next generation. Our ap-
proach encourages effi ciency and high 
productivity - more goods for less cost 
- and urges consumers to buy new 
goods rather than repair and reuse old 
or broken goods. This is the “throwa-
way culture” as Pope Francis calls it 
[#22] that generates mountains of 
waste.

Of even greater concern to Pope 
Francis is the development of a mindset 
that “accepts every advance in technol-
ogy with a view to profi t, without con-
cern for its potentially negative impact 
on human beings.” [#109] Such a 
mindset can “end up prizing technical 
thought over reality, .... (so that) the in-
trinsic dignity of the world is ... compro-
mised.” [#115] We prefer to invest in 
robots rather than enable people to 
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serve each other with dignity. In this 
way, Pope Francis argues: “human be-
ings place themselves at the centre, 
(and) ... give absolute priority to im-
mediate convenience and all else be-
comes relative.” [#122]. 

We see the true cost of this conveni-
ence when we consider the conse-
quences of our deforestation on the 
Indigenous People of Amazonia for 
example. The Indigenous live in har-
mony with the tropical forest and the 
wildlife therein. Deforestation for cat-
tle ranching or cropping - often for soy 
bean or palm oil, displaces both wild-
life and people. The animals become 
confi ned to smaller and smaller areas 
of forest, where they come into con-
fl ict with humans. The people are dis-
placed to cities to fi nd work and to 
establish a new home in the surround-
ing favelas and slums. Unfamiliar with 
city life, these displaced people are 
vulnerable to traffi ckers and enslaved 
labour. Thus, careless and wanton de-
struction of our natural environment, 
often for the sake of short-term profi t, 
imprisons both human and animal 
alike, diminishes their quality of life 
and deprives future generations of the 
joy and resources offered by that natu-
ral environment. Everything is in-
ter-connected.

Throughout the encyclical, Pope 
Francis highlights 10 themes for read-
ers to refl ect on when considering 

Our current lifestyles affect both the earth and the poor – fl ooding and drought: debates on the environment must include questions of 
justice [#49]. Polar bear on shrinking ice (Photo: Copyright Kt-Miller, Polar Bears International)

Young girl scavenges on dumpsite in Kenya for recyclable rubbish to sell to help support 
her family  (Photo: Kate Holt/ActionAid, Greg Funnell/ActionAid)

Drought   
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their own daily actions and everyday 
lifestyle (see Box 1). Laudato si’ is a call 
to Action. It is based on the model of 
Catholic Social Teaching that asks us to 
SEE the problem, JUDGE/DISCERN its 
origins and ACT to address and resolve 
the issue.

During our nine weeks of sharing, the 
participants identifi ed a range of ac-
tions and behaviour changes that we 
could all undertake to help implement 
Laudato si’. Some of these are listed in 
Box 2. Together we recognised, that 
Laudato si’ is just the start of our col-
lective journey of creating lifestyles that 
are in harmony with the planet. Pope 
Francis reminds that “Many things have 
to change course but it is WE who need 
to change.” [#202] He asks each one of 
us to Act - we need to wake up and an-
swer his call.

Examples of actions and behaviour changes identifi ed by the study 
participants to help implement Laudato si’

•  We need to deal with the state of our world NOW because we are the stewards of creation
• Water should be treated like special jewels.
• Pray about it - think about it - speak about it
•  Look carefully at the packaging used for goods - buy products in paper bags.
•  Buy local produce, buy seasonal food, buy more Fairtrade produce.
• We must support our local farmers so they can stay in business.
• Be a good example of treating everyone equally.
• Plant trees and collect ocean rubbish to help save the planet. 
•  Research the companies we purchase from more carefully - their impact on the developing world, on displaced 

people, on the planet. Are they doing anything tangible to ameliorate their impact. 
• Pursue initiatives such as CAFOD’s Live Simply.
•  Practice little improvements: use less water, recycle, buy sustainable food. Little things add to a wider effort.  
•  When humans take the place of God - nature rebels. Climate change is an example of nature rebelling. 

When we remove God from the picture - we get it wrong.
•  A huge advantage of Laudato Si’ is sharing experiences with other people.
•  Watch links on climate change and read as much as possible about it. 
•  Learn more about Human Traffi cking and get involved.  
•  Tumble driers use high amounts of electricity - dry washing naturally. 
•  Laudato Si’ has made us realise how grave the global ecological system is since the technological age began in 

the 1950’s. The destruction of the natural world, particularly the Amazon and Congo basins (the lungs of the world) 
has got to stop. . 

•  Raise awareness of the impending breakdown of our eco-system. Most people live in blissful ignorance. 
•  We should challenge our local MPs about the move to cut foreign aid that so many poor countries depend on. 

Infl uence politicians to make the right decisions to save our planet.
•  Change is needed. This was a common cry from all the group ... a change of spirit, and in the attitude of the heart. 

We need to recover peace and harmony, to appreciate life with the ‘serene attentiveness’. We have lost our sense 
of peace. 

•  Young people today have a real ecological sensitivity towards the environment and should be appreciated and 
applauded and assisted. 

•  The world was created by the three Persons acting as a single divine principle: The Father as the ultimate source 
of everything, the Son as His refl ection through whom all things were created, and the Spirit as the infi nite bond of 
love. When we contemplate the beauty of the world, we must remember to give praise to the Trinity.

Flooding



 Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk20

Introduction:
Jesus, after receiving the Holy Spirit at 
his baptism in the Jordan and fi lled 
and led to the desert by the same Spir-
it to be tempted, Luke continues to 
stress the importance of the presence 
of the Holy Spirit who will accompany 
Jesus throughout his life and ministry. 
In Luke 4:16-24, we found Jesus re-
turning, after his baptism, to his own 
place of birth in Nazareth, fi lled with 
the power of the Holy Spirit to start his 
ministry. He will fi nd there a great deal 
of acceptance but also some opposi-
tion about his Mission as Messiah and 
Teacher.   

1.  Read: 
  Read the text of Luke 4:16-24 

slowly and listen attentively with 
the ‘ear of your heart’. What word, 
sentence or phrase stands out for 
you? [spend 2 min of silence]

2.  Refl ect:
  Read the text again and pay atten-

tion of what touches you; why is it 
meaningful for you. What thought 
or refl ection comes to you.  [spend 
2 min of silence]

3.  Respond:
  Read the text again but this time 

respond spontaneously to the 
word of God. In other words, 
make a dialogue with God what 
comes from within you. What gift 
does this text lead you to ask for 
from the Lord? [spend 2 min of si-
lence] 

4.  Stay with the Word:
  Read the text a fi nal time and rest 

in the word. Allow God to speak 
to you in deep silence. Do not say 
anything just listen to God’s words. 
What is He saying? [spend 5 min of 
silence]

5.  Take now the word, sentence, 
or phase, into your daily life/
activity;

  Allow it to become part of you. 
Always listen to it, refl ect on it, 
pray over it and rest on it as time 
allows during the day. Then allow 
the Word leads you to action. 

Conclude your ‘Lectio Divina’ 
with the ‘Our Father’...

Refl ection:
Our text of Luke 4:16-24, describes the 
fi rst visit of Jesus to his place of birth, 
Nazareth, immediately after his bap-

tism. For Luke this is the formal begin-
ning of his ministry. Jesus starts his 
ministry with his inaugural sermon 
reading the passage of the prophet 
Isiah 61:1-2; 58:5-7 form the scroll 
handed to him in the Synagogue. He 
won the admiration of many in the 
synagogue astonished by the gracious 
words that came from his lips. But at 
the same time, he also experienced 
rejection as he makes his fi rst speech 
in a synagogue. Practically Jesus 
launches here his mission and his pro-
gramme as Messiah and prophet.

Central Message: 
“The spirit of the Lord has been 
given to me for he has anointed 
me.” “This text is being fulfi lled 

today as you listen”. 

Main points: 
a)  “The spirit of the Lord has 

been given to me for he has 
anointed me”.  

  The beginning of Jesus’ mission is 
marked by the very presence of 
the Trinity: it is the Lord (the Fa-
ther), giving his Spirit (the Holy 
Spirit) to Jesus (the Son) to start 
carrying out the plan of salvation. 
Jesus announces his hearers that 

‘LeCtIo DiViNa’
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he has been anointed by the Holy 
Spirit (at his baptism), and con-
fi rmed through the text of Isiah 
61:1-2 as he read it, “the Spirit of 
the Lord has been given to me for 
he has anointed me”, that is, to 
carry out the messianic mission 
starting as he read this text.  Jesus 
announces in his short speech his 
mission and his program of action 
and describes the kind of Messiah 
he will be. It is a mission of Love, 
compassion, tenderness, care, 
mercy and grace that Jesus will 
reveal to the outcast, the rejected, 
the marginalised and the excluded 
from human warmth and fellow-
ship. He will cure the sick and give 
sight to the blind, physically and 
spiritually and bring justice to the 
oppressed freeing them from their 
oppressors and announce a year 
of the Lord’s favour, forgiving and 
cancelling any kind of debt. This 
good news fell like the dew in an 
early morning, at the right time 
and in the right place, by the right 
person, the Saviour. Those were 
the kid of situations that Jesus 
found when he revealed himself as 
Messiah. Two thousand years have 
passed, and the same situations 
persist up to now. But he left to 
the Church, you, me and all the 
baptised to carry on his work with 
the presence and assistance of the 
Holy Spirit. The question is are we 
doing it? 

b)  “This text is being fulfi lled 
today as you listen”. 

  Jesus addressed the Synagogue of 
his own village with those words, 
and “he won approval of all, and 
they were astonished by the gra-
cious words that came from his 
lips.” (Lk 4:22) These words and 
the signs he worked just before 
coming to his native land, were for 
sure, the evidence that he was the 
Messiah and fi lled with the Holy 
Spirit. In St John Gospel Jesus de-
clared it in this way: “the words I 
say to you I do not speak as from 
myself: it is the Father, living in 
me, who is doing this work” (Jn 
14:10). So, there was no doubt, for 
most who were present in the syn-
agogue, that he was a special Jew, 
different form the leaders of his 
time.  The word “today” that Jesus 
proclaimed, gives a strong sense of 

fulfi lment as if there were no other 
day. It indicates that the long 
awaited coming of salvation has 
fi nally arrived in his very person. 
The effects of his speech caused 
two different reactions in the syna-
gogue, one of admiration and ac-
ceptance and the other of envy 
and rejection. As for the fi rst reac-
tion, they were free from prejudic-
es, it did not matter whether he 
was from the local village or an 
outsider. What mattered for them 
was that fi nally the awaited time 
had arrived, that their hope for the 
coming of the Messiah had been 
fi nally fulfi lled as they listen to his 
words. There was such a joy and 
astonishment that they were all 
overwhelmed “by his gracious 
words coming from his lips”. As 
for the second reaction, having 
heard about his reputation for 
what he said and the sings he 
worked in the neighbouring town, 
they did not believe him as they 
heard him in person. Their preju-
dices blind them making wrong 
judgements about him as they 
presumed to know his family and 
his origin. “this is Joseph’s son, 
surely?” Similar wards are found in 
another passage: “he is Jesus, son 
of Joseph, from Nazareth. From 
Nazareth! Can anything good come 
from that place? (Cfr. Jn 1:45-47). 
Their eyes were fi xed on him with 
envy and enrage as he spoke with 
authority. It was believed that the 
expected Messiah would have 

come from Bethlehem and from 
the stoke of David, but not from 
such an insignifi cant and poor vil-
lage. That is how God works, 
through what seems to be insignif-
icant and poor.  God works in 
mysterious ways!

Some questions to help 
in our refl ection
1.  Jesus taught us to accept the 

excluded and marginalised, do 
you accept everybody, or do you 
exclude some? 

2.  Jesus shares his mission with us, 
who or what gives us strength to 
carry out the mission entrusted to 
us by Jesus? 

3.  How is the mission of Jesus 
related to the mission of the 
Church today? How are you 
participating in this mission?

“Lectio Divina”, a Latin term, means 
“divine reading” and describes a way of 
reading the 
Scriptures. 
Open our-
selves to what 
God wants to 
say to us.

Any Questions?
Keep in touch!

Contact me at:
ruben@comboniyouth.org
Father Rubén Padilla Rocha
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Margaret Mary Devenish RIP 
(1921 - 2021)

On August 19th we Comboni Missionaries gathered at the 
Church of St Urban’s in Leeds to take part in the Funeral Mass 
of Mrs Margaret Devenish, mother of our own Fr Martin De-
venish. It was a double celebration – celebrating her passage to 
eternal life and on the day on which she would have celebrated 
her 100th birthday. 

Family and friends were present at a moving and joyous trib-
ute to Margaret Mary. Fr Martin presided  at the Mass assisted 
by Fr Alberto Pelucchi, Provincial, and Fr Gerard Kearney the 
Parish Priest, and concelebrated by our Missionaries from our 
Communities around the United Kingdom and Ireland.

Margaret Mary was remembered as a devoted and 
warm-hearted mother of nine children with a tremendous 
sense of humour and a mischievous sense of fun. She had a 
lifelong love of nature and  passion for gardening, and was still 
pottering around in her own garden up to her mid-90s growing 
berries for jam-making, tomatoes and peppers. Notably a lady 
of deep faith.

� e interment took place in the village of Sicklinghall where 
she was laid to rest with her late husband Walter of � � y-four 
years standing. 

� e eulogy spoken by her son Kieran, at the end of Mass, had 
recited this heartfelt prayer, both in Irish and then English, as a 
farewell parting from the family to their dear mother

Anois táimid ag fágáil slán leat.

An té go raibh an oiread grá againn duit. 

Tá � abhras an tsaoil anois thart

Tá do chuid oibre déanta agat.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh d’anam dílis.

Farewell to you whom we have loved so much.

� e busy world is hushed.

� e fever of life is over

And your work is done.

May you rest in peace.
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The plight of would-be evacuees 
from Kabul has dominated the 
news. By grim coincidence the 

twentieth anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, 
when so many were murdered in New 
York’s Twin Towers, is fast approaching. 
But we’re hearing no moral examination 
of why the USA and Britain took military 
action then, or how legitimate that was.

Apparently, the killings in New York in 
2001 were justifi cation enough for mili-
tary action. What has now happened 
in Afghanistan could not, it seems to 
me, illustrate more clearly the futili-
ty of war. The grief and anger felt by 
families who lost relations, both civilian 
and military, during the 20-year confl ict - 
or of those who lost limbs or mental 
health as a consequence, must be over-
whelming.

Yet one of the criteria for deciding 
whether a nation is embarking on a ‘just 
war’ is that there must be a reasonable 
chance of success: the establishment of 
lasting peace. Could we have predicted 
that?

It was Pope John XXIII who said ‘it no 
longer makes sense to maintain that 
war is a fi t instrument with which to 
repair the violation of justice’. 
(Pacem in Terris #127)

So how should we rethink our strategy, 
and what can we be doing now to avoid 
repetition of such disasters? The short 
answer is that we must work for the aboli-
tion of war as a response to confl ict. This 
is not as naïve as it sounds. There are in-
numerable steps we could be taking.

The fi rst is to fully endorse the authori-
ty of the United Nations - the one forum 
where all the world’s citizens should have 
an equal voice. This will involve public 
education to press governments to accept 
some limits to their powers in order to 
tackle global problems - the climate crisis, 
pandemics, poverty - with global solu-
tions.

Another will be for Britain to stop its 
immoral arms trade. This country is un-
scrupulous in selling military equipment 
to Israel and to Saudi Arabia, among other 
countries actively engaged in armed con-
fl ict, with terrible consequences for civil-
ian populations. The Defence and Securi-
ty Equipment international arms fair 

scheduled for London’s Docklands in 
September should have been cancelled. 
Incidentally, the argument about jobs in 
arms companies being vital for Britain’s 
economy does not apply: green industries 
are now the more lucrative and sustaina-
ble way to go.

The Movement for the Abolition of War 
is one of the organisations trying to re-
shape our response to confl ict by joined-
up thinking. Members will be on the 
streets of Glasgow during the COP26 cli-
mate conference in November with the 
message that military activity and the cli-
mate crisis are intertwined. War destroys 
the environment and disrupts livelihoods, 
causing refugees to fl ee - so does climate 

change - and climate change makes coun-
tries more vulnerable to confl ict. Military 
emissions must be included in climate 
calculations.

But you do not have to go to Glas-
gow to make your voice heard.

For more information see: https://
abolishwar.net/

Bruce Kent 
refl ects on Afghanistan

I am a Vice-President of CND, Pax 
Christi, and the Movement for the Abo-
lition of War.  Am also a past-President 
of the International Peace Bureau.  I 
was an active Catholic priest for near-
ly 30 years and have now retired but 
remain involved in the life of my local 
parish.

Bruce Kent - image ICN

By ICN



Contact your mission office in Leeds (for England and Wales), Dublin (for Ireland),
or Glasgow (for Scotland) and ask for details and application forms.

The�Holy�Redeemer
Perpetual�Mass�Guild

Holy Mass is celebrated every day for all members, living and dead.
Quality Membership Certificates in full colour, mounted in beautiful folders,
make an excellent gift, or a gesture of condolence, or simply a reminder of

spiritual union with our missionaries. Certificates will,
on request, be sent directly to those you wish to receive them.

Don’t Forget your Deceased Loved Ones
in this Year’s November Masses.

Why not have them remembered the whole year round, too!

Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk

www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.combonimissionaries.ie

www.southworld.net
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