THE QUARTERLY MAGAZINE FROM THE COMBONI MISSIONARIES

COMBONI
MISSION

Autumn 2020

‘Here I am, send me’. (Is. 6:8):
Mission Sunday Oct 18: pages 12-13
Fr. Anthony Wolstenholme RIP: page 14
St Peter Claver: patron of the slaves: pages 16-19

COMBONI
MISSION
Autumn 2020
COMBONI MISSIONARIES
IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND
ENGLAND MISSION OFFICE
Comboni Missionaries
Brownberrie Lane
Horsforth
LEEDS LS18 5HE
Tel: 0113 258 2658
e-mail:
combonimissionoffice@yahoo.co.uk
SCOTLAND MISSION OFFICE
Comboni Missionaries
138 Carmyle Avenue
GLASGOW G32 8DL
Tel: 0141 641 4399
e-mail: mccjglasgow@gmail.com
IRELAND MISSION OFFICE
Comboni Missionaries
8 Clontarf Road,
DUBLIN 3
Tel: 01 833 0051
e-mail:
combonimissiondublin@gmail.com
CMS MISSION OFFICE
Comboni Missionary Sisters
151 Baillieston Road
GLASGOW G32 0TG
Tel: 01 41 771 1773
EDITOR’S OFFICE
Verona Fathers
London Road
SUNNINGDALE SL5 OJY
Berks.
Tel: 01344 621 238
e-mail: jdcomboni@gmail.com
OTHER COMMUNITIES
16 Dawson Place
LONDON W2 4TW
Tel: 0207 229 7059

From the Editor

A

fter the last editorial entitled, ‘In time of crisis’, I
have once more been
tempted to entitle this one as, ‘In
time of crisis Part 2’. It could be
appropriate. The virus is still with
us. In April I mentioned that, at
that time of writing, 120,000 people had died globally as a result of
the virus. As I write now, a few
months on, August, the total has
soared to 685,071 and continues to
grow in many parts of the world. It
is certainly a time for solidarity in
prayer and works of mercy and we
have witnessed much of that in recent times.
This Autumn edition brings an
invitation to remember our deceased and offer masses for them:
St Daniel Comboni on the death of
his mother, whilst he was far away
in Africa, sent this consoling and
hope-filled message to his father:
“Now at last she has the glory of heaven, sharing with her six children the joy
of a paradise that will never end. There
she awaits our coming when we have
won the struggle of this passing pilgrimage, to be united with them....”
(pg. 8)
Loved and known by many, even
through his unassuming and humble
ways, we remember Fr. Anthony Wolstenholme one of our pioneers. His
obituary speaks volumes for all of us
RIP. (pg. 14).
In our present times of racial and ethnic tensions St Peter Claver is a shining
light as a slave of the most vulnerable
and abandoned. Surely there is no need
whatsoever to pull down his statue in
Verdu, Spain. A truly great Saint for our

racially divided world.
Many thanks to our benefactors and
regular readers of our magazine. To
hear from you is always a pleasure. The
magazine is for all of us inspiring towards a greater Christian witness of the
Good News. We Combonis, in this time
of Covid-19, have been furloughed and
our main source of income – Mission
Appeals – has been suspended for this
year 2020. Personally speaking, it is a
great loss for the almost weekly travels
throughout the country and being able
to share our missionary ideals with so
many people.
Sadly, projects for our mission countries, are suffering because of this,
through the lack of financial support
from our wonderful catholic people.
We had begun visiting the Dioceses of
Menevia, Northampton and East Anglia
this year but after a promising start it all
came to an abrupt halt. Let’s pray that
next year we shall be able to renew this
valuable mission.
And finally, we shall hear once
more the call: “Here I am Lord,
send me!” – Mission Sunday Oct.
18 (pages 12-13). God bless.
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by Andrew Bwalya

Getting to know the

Comboni
Missionaries

The Water Brother:

“When people see me, they see water!”
He witnessed hundreds of people being killed in his mission. It was in 1983 when Ugandan
cattle raiders ransacked their rival Kenyan’s lands and animals in West Pokot, north-west
Kenya. Several times he was threatened and attacked but he never left his mission. Brother
Dario Laurencig (The Water Brother) has spent 42 years in the missions serving God’s
people and he is still going strong. New People had an interview with him.
group that was stationed in West Pokot had
to return to their Scandinavian countries.
Meantime, there was need for someone to
continue running the borehole project
they had started. They turned to Brother
Dario who by then had already spent six
years working in Turkana, north-west of
Kenya.
Initially, Brother Dario turned down
their request. “I was busy with many other
things at the time”, he says. However,
when they insisted, he gave it a second
thought and accepted. Thus, from around
1982 he moved to West Pokot where he
opened a new Comboni mission at Amakuriat. Later, he was joined by two

“W

hen I pass a stream of underground water the stick in my
hands starts to rotate”. Using
this technique Brother Dario Laurencig
has found water and drilled numerous of
boreholes in Africa over the last 34 years
and more. In the last 10 years, he has at
least recorded more than a thousand boreholes.
Thanks to the famine that struck parts of
Kenya, Uganda, Sudan and Ethiopia between 1979-1980, Brother Dario discovered
that he had the ability to detect underground water. During this famine the
International Red Cross came to West
Pokot in the Rift Valley region of Kenya to
assist locals who were not only experiencing the severe famine but also an outbreak
of Cholera.
The International Red Cross drilled
boreholes to help mitigate the desperate
situation in West Pokot. When the emergency ended, the International Red Cross

4

The joy of water – God’s gift.
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Bro Dario inspecting a digging
Comboni priests from Kacheliba mission
where he had been prior to Amakuriat. He
spent 20 years in this mission.

Breaking new grounds
“When I started drilling in West Pokot, we
were drilling on the spots that were suggested by the hydrologists. The first
borehole was dry. The second borehole
was dry. So, I said here we are throwing
away money for nothing”. That was the
answer he gave us when we asked him
how he discovered that he possessed the
gift of finding water.
He said that he remembered how in the
past some people in his village were able
to discover water sources during the dry
season (Summer). They used sticks. As a
boy, little did Brother Dario realize that
that ability would become handy one day
and save thousands of people in his missionary work. When the second borehole
failed, he tried out of fun to find water.
“I took the stick in my hands and soon
could feel something and the stick started
to rotate. I drilled and we found water,” he
says. He then went on trying and finding
water in many other places. “I could see
immediate results, so I went on and gained
experience,” he says. The rest is now history. Thousands of boreholes have been
drilled using this God given gift.

to long use it has become unusable. Thus,
he refers his clients to the available drilling
companies.
The fame of Brother Dario goes beyond
the borders of Kenya. Every year, he is invited to survey and detect water in Uganda,
Sudan and Ethiopia. He has attracted the
attention of Churches, NGOs, government,
Hydrologists and drilling companies. In an
earlier interview he said with a big smile on
his face that when people see him, they
see water. Currently, he is de facto the
main consultant on matters of water in the
Turkana region where recently two aquifers have been discovered.

Passion for the mission
Brother Dario 66, hails from Friuli in the
mountainous north-east region of Italy on
the border with Slovenia. He belongs to a
minority group of Slovenians living in Italy.
His ancestors for centuries have been in
the same place sometimes under Italy or
Austria or the former Yugoslavia. Though
an Italian citizen, at home they speak Slovenia as their language.
He joined the Comboni missionaries
principally drawn by the idea of going to
the mission to help people. “I wanted to
go to the mission but I did not know anybody, I only heard about missionaries.”

Thus, Dario visited his local shrine run by
the Franciscans. To his disappointment,
the Franciscans did not guarantee that he
would go to the mission if he joined them.
Their policy was that the superior would
appoint those to go to the missions.
Luckily, through a friend the young Dario came to know the Comboni missionaries
whose main charism was to go to the mission. Dario fell in love with the Combonis
and started his formation journey as a
brother. During his school day, he did
classical studies and then switched to industrial mechanics. Additionally, he
studied electricity, electronics, building
design and architecture among others.
These skills have been handy in Brother
Dario’s 42-year missionary life in Africa. He
took his first and final religious profession
in 1973 and 1982 respectively.

The joy of the mission
Brother Dario, first came to Africa in 1975.
Since that time, he has been in various
Comboni missions in Kenya. As a Brother,
apart from the borehole projects, he has
been building missions and schools. He
also does a lot of maintenance works in the
missions.
Amid so many challenges associated
with being a pioneer in the missions,
Brother Dario says that he never felt like
leaving the missions. He stayed with the
people sharing in their joys and sorrows.
The eventual positive response and being
accepted by the people has always been a
joy for him.
“Now what remains to be done must
be carried out by the local agents and
the local people. They have to get on
with what they have or what we have
transmitted to them. Now the reality is
that people have to work by themselves
and be agents of their own development
in all the fields,” says Bro Dario.
Interviewed and written by Andrew
Bwalya, New People

Sharing the gift
When we asked him how much he charges
for his services he said that he does not
charge. In his words, “No, I never charge
anybody, because my understanding is that
this is a gift from God. I did not ask for it, I
did not pay for it, I did not go to school to
get it. So, I got it freely and so I give it out
freely. I don’t charge anybody for my services”.
On the other hand, he charges for the
actual drilling. But when he only goes to
do the survey and detection, he asks clients to pay for his logistics such as
accommodation and transport. In the past
he had his own drilling equipment but due
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Camels too get thirsty !
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SUDAN
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St Mary’s Hospital in Khartoum.
At the service of Life
St. Mary’s Hospital is located in the Arab market district of Khartoum.
More than 300 children are born here every month.

S

ix Comboni missionaries of five
different nationalities work in the
hospital full time. The nuns are
supported by a large team of 132 people,
including seven doctors, 22 midwives, 23
nurses, 12 specialized caregivers, four
anesthetists, three hematologists and
several other people assigned to different services. The medical staff is composed mainly of women, as seems logical
in a maternity hospital in an Islamic
country. We went to visit the hospital and
the Mozambican sister Albertina Marcelino, who is the staff coordinator, accompanied us.
First we visited the pharmacy, which is
open 24 hours a day. The sister assured
us that fortunately the hospital does not
suffer from lack of medicines, and that,
although it is a maternity hospital, people also go to the pharmacy to buy med6

icines. Nearby the pharmacy there is the
laboratory, whose main function is to
provide the results of clinical tests as
quickly as possible, and is also provided

with a blood bank in order to deal with
emergencies.
Upon leaving the inner courtyard, we
found a group of mothers with their babies. They were there for periodic check
ups and for the vaccination program for
mothers and children, which are provided every Tuesday and Saturday. Sister Albertina greets them in Arabic, caresses
some of the babies and then confirms
that, “All these children were born in this
hospital”.
The prenatal reception room is on the
first floor. There we met Sister Erminiade of Italian origin, who is in charge of
filling in the registration form of mothers-to-be. The St. Mary’s Maternity Hospital has never made a distinction between Muslim or Christian, Sudanese,
South Sudanese, Ethiopian or Eritrean
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women. All of them are welcome and
receive equal service at the Centre. Sister
Albertina told us that the sisters of the
hospital offer particular help to women
from poor families who cannot afford to
give birth to their baby in a hospital.
Therefore, approximately 30% of women
enjoy partial or total assistance, depending on their economic situation. The sister, who is in charge of being in touch
with the families of these women to
know their real situation, decides about

the level of support to offer them.
Those women who can afford to pay
for the services of the St. Mary’s Hospital
represent the remaining 70%, and their
contribution is essential for the maintenance of the hospital. Many of these
women get prenatal check-ups in the St.
Mary’s Maternity Hospital, while others
are followed in health centres located in
the city and only go to St. Mary’s to give
birth to their baby. They generally register themselves in advance, although
some may arrive without prior notice.
The delivery rooms are the heart of
the St Mary Hospital. We met, in the adjoining waiting room, a young woman of
Eritrean origin who was very close to
giving birth for the first time. You could
see the joy in her eyes for her future
motherhood and at the same time a
shadow of fear for the pain she knew she
would suffer during childbirth. We were
also able to talk, thanks to the simultaneous translation of Sister Albertina, with
two Sudanese women, a mother-to-be
and her aunt, who were in another waiting room of the hospital. The hospital
has three perfectly equipped delivery
rooms and an operating room for caesarean sections or for complicated deliveries.
There are also intensive care rooms
equipped with incubators. One of the
rooms is antiseptic and only nurses have
access to it.
In the case of premature births, or
when babies have a particular problem,
at least two nurses attend to them 24

hours a day. The sterilization rooms and
the laundry, which are kept running at
full capacity, are in the basement. The
clothes arriving from the delivery room
are subjected to particular sterilization.
The sisters are aware that hygiene is essential, in fact 33 people are assigned to
this service. In addition to the daily
cleaning and systematic sterilization of
medical equipment, a sterilization protocol is followed once a month for the
sensitive places in the hospital. Sister Al-

bertina talked to us about her work and
that of the Comboni missionaries at the
hospital: “I happened to observe that in
many places the poor are often ignored
or neglected. As a missionary and nurse,
I try to show with my work that there are
no differences between people. Our hospital welcomes and serves all the mothers and new born babies equally and
with professional dedication regardless
of their ethnic, social, economic or religious diversities, because the mere fact
of being people already gives them full
dignity”. Just before leaving the hospital,
we met a young pediatrician, Adiba, who
had just finished tending to a new-born
baby girl. Another ‘daughter’ of St Mary´s
Hospital.
Comboni Mission • Autumn 2020
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Sr. Anne Marie Quigg CMS

The Joy of a paradise

that will never end ....

A

s we draw towards the end of
the year and the month of November in which we remember
our deceased loved ones, we might
recognize that the thought of death has
never been far away this year.
The global pandemic has brought
home to all of us the fragility of life.
Perhaps it has also led us to reflect close
up on our own death, which, for many
of us, may have presented itself as an
imminent possibility, with all the turmoil that this thought may have evoked
in the inner world of our feelings.
As we stand back a little now from
those days in April when close on a
thousand people a day were dying, perhaps it is good to revisit our feelings in
the face of death; the death of our loved
ones, our own eventual death, and to
allow ourselves to be inspired by St.
Daniel Comboni.
Shortly after he left on his
missionary travels in Africa,
Daniel experienced the
painful event of the death
of his beloved mother. The
beautiful letter which he
writes to his Father soon
after he receives the news
of her death is very revealing about his faith filled attitude to this event:
“My gentle and most
beloved Father,
....Blessed forever be
the God who wished
this. Blessed be the
provident hand which
has deigned to visit
us....
....I know that at times
the weakness of human nature will make you succumb
beneath the burden of a
great sadness. I also know
that the grace of our Lord,
the precious assistance of
8

the Immaculate Virgin.... will raise you
up to the noblest thoughts and enable
you to praise and bless the hand which
in its goodness has deigned to visit us....
Let us offer her as a generous sacrifice
to the Lord and rejoice greatly that God
has called her to himself to give her the
well-deserved reward....
We can rejoice too because he compassionately wanted to give us a happy
opportunity to suffer something for his
love....
Now at last she has the glory of heaven, sharing with her six children the joy
of a paradise that will never end. There
she awaits our coming when we have
won the struggle of this passing pilgrimage, to be united with them....
I rejoice because she is close to me
now than ever.... (W.416-19)
Through sharing this painful experi-

ence with us, Comboni teaches us several things.
First of all, he reminds us that when
God visits us with sad events, such as
death, there is a great blessing to be
found in the midst of the pain. Perhaps
we shall not see it at the time, but on
looking back, we are sure to catch a
glimmer of a silver lining in the cloud.
Secondly, Comboni assures us that
when we turn to Jesus and Mary in faith,
they will grant us the grace to see death
in the light of faith; to recognize that
suffering and death are not fatal, rather,
they are paschal, that is part of our journey with Jesus and Mary through Calvary to Resurrection.
In third place, Comboni shows us
that suffering, including the pain of the
death of a loved one, is an opportunity
to participate in the passion of Jesus, an
opportunity for us to show
how deeply we love Him
and are willing to share with
Him.
Fourthly, there is a promise: we can hold fast to the
promise and the hope of
being united with all our
loved ones who have gone
before us.
And so, finally, we can
sing with the Apostle Paul:
“Death is swallowed
up in victory. Death,
where is your victory?
Death, where is your
sting?” (1cor.15.55)

Death is swallowed up in victory.

“For I am certain of this:
neither death nor life...
nothing already in existence
and nothing still to come,
will be able to come between us and the love of
God known in Christ Jesus
our Lord.”

Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

By Lido Bohn Gass

St Mary Magdalene
“Apostle to the Apostles”

A painting depicting Mary Magdalene at the Last Supper

July 22 is the Feast of St. Mary Magdalene. Did we celebrate as we celebrate all other Saints?
It is good to recall how in the orthodox Churches Magdalene is
presented and honoured as being “Apostle to the Apostles” being the Apostle (the sent one) of the Resurrection: “I have seen
the Lord (Jn.20,17-18). This title was given to Magdalene by
Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225 – 1274) for being the first person
to have met with the risen Jesus and immediately shared her
experience with the other apostles.
On June 03, 2016, pope Francis raised Mary Magdalene from
being simply a “memorial” to the rank of “feast” in the liturgy,
thus putting her on a level with the apostles. Through this initiative Pope Francis set out to highlight the importance of Mary
Magdalene as an example of an authentic evangelizer, and a
great woman who showed great love for Jesus and in turn was
loved by him.
This decision by the pope was an important step forward in
bringing about more equality between men and women in the
Roman church.
On one hand, whilst it is an important step forward in recognising the position of women in the church as being also protagonists, on the other, it is an important undoing of an historical injustice towards the image of Magdalene. It all began with
Pope Gregory the great (540 – 604) who spread the notion of
Magdalene as the prostitute. Based on a tendentious reading of
Lk.7,36-50 Gregory identified the sinner who anointed the feet
of Jesus with Magdalene. In the year 596 he preached in the
Cathedral of Milan that the example of an impure woman and a
prostitute yet to be converted and for this ought to be followed
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“Jesus said to her, Mary, She said to him, Master “[ Jn. 20,16]

by all believers. Gregory the Great filled with pious sentiment
wished to present Magdalene as the model of the repentant
sinner. However, in presenting the greatest leader within the
Johannine communities, Gregory reveals how much he was
immersed in a patriarchal structure of the Church that even
today struggles to recognise equality of the genders.
To accuse Magdalen of moral frailty weakens her authority
and leadership, creating difficulties in the struggle for women’s
equality. For this very reason it is so important to rediscover the
role played by Mary of Magdala, Galilee, in the Jesus movement
today.
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BY Kitty and Anthony Hooey

The Mystery of

The Camino de Santiago
We thank both Anthony Hooey and his wife Kitty (members of the Sacred Heart Church,
Sunningdale) for providing us with their experiences of walking the Camino de Santiago. In doing
so they wish to share this pilgrimage journey with our readers.

Kitty and Anthony on the steps of the Basilica of St. James Compostela

Anthony:
‘Kitty, my wife, and I have walked the
Camino Frances from St Jean Pied de
Port, Camino Portuguese from Porto and
the Camino Ingles from A Coruña, all to
Santiago and now we have started the
Camino Frances again and will continue
from Logroño when the coronavirus has
been vanquished.
Over the years we have spoken to
countless pilgrims who have also walked
more than one Camino and it begs the
question; what is the draw of the Camino that makes us all go back ? A friend
from New Zealand we met last year on
the Camino who walked the Camino
Frances three times in two years recently
wrote a book titled, “God’s Cocaine The Addiction of The Camino”.
Camino de Santiago de Compostela,
or The Way of St James of the Field of
Stars, has been walked by pilgrims since
the 9th century and the numbers have
been growing each year, ever since. It is
now a UNESCO World Heritage site.
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Here are our thoughts on the mystery
of why we all keep going back. Setting
everything else aside; firstly, the weather
is, for the most part, wonderful and the
scenery through the Pyrenees, mountains and farmlands of northern Spain is

absolutely stunning. The vistas stretch as
far as the eye can see.
Secondly, there is a wonderful camaraderie on the Camino, with everyone
looking out for each other and showing
a genuine interest and concern if you are
in need or trouble. The best analogy we
can give of this is the way everyone has
come together over the coronavirus with a wonderful caring and awareness
of other peoples’ needs.
This brings us to the third point: the
beautiful countryside and delightful fellow pilgrims provide an ideal environment in which we can learn much about
ourselves, reawaken a freedom which
we last had when we were children and
enkindle a sense of adventure.
Finally, we are religious and walked the
Camino in thanksgiving but whether a
pilgrim considers oneself to be religious
or not - it is a spiritual journey for all but
a few, as there is a great deal of quiet
time to reflect and get in touch with our
innermost thoughts and feelings. The
Camino helps us to quieten our over-active minds, (thinking of work, relationships, money, worries, health, etc.). It is
almost as though the millions who have
past that way before us have left some-

Alone with the Creator!
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Stunning scenery
thing of themselves behind and we certainly felt it.
We have heard some amazing stories
from fellow pilgrims - one in particular
was told to us by a lady from Canada who
had been widowed a year before. On his
deathbed her husband urged her to walk
the Camino and she said that she could
not do it. Her husband turned to her and
said, “Yes, Ruth you can do it”. She told
us that on the Camino she had met an
Asian man and on a couple of days they
had walked some way together and chatted. She had never told him her name.
She said on that very day, (the 2nd anniversary of her husband’s death), on the
Camino trail this man had said to her,
“You see Ruth, you can do it”. When she
looked up in astonishment, the man had
simply disappeared. She was still trying
to work out what had happened and
then added, “I really do not know what
to say, but I suppose it is simply the
Camino, it can be very mysterious at
times”. Indeed, it can and we will certainly be going back.

the camaraderie and creating a common
spirit amongst us.
One enjoys the NOW – just being together – sometimes chatting, sometimes
in silence. We enjoy the breathtaking
views along the Pyrenees; the high plateau of the Meseta
With its majestic vistas of the mountains in the distance; walking above the
clouds on Alto da San Roque (1270 metres) ; the leafy walks through forests in
Galicia; astonishment when seeing the
ancient Celtic houses (Palloza) for the
first time; listening to the sounds of the
birds and bubbling streams as we cross;
contemplating large fields resplendent
with giant sun flowers all facing their

source - the sparkling sun!. One walks in
the glory of God’s creation: ‘Praise be to
you, My Lord. ‘(Laudato Si!)
We both returned home renewed both
physically and spiritually. The Camino
has made us more at peace with ourselves and life.
I carry with me this little poetic gem I
found along the Way
‘I dreamt that Life was Joy.
I woke up and realized that Life was
Service
I did service, and I discovered that
Life is Joy`
Buen Camino
- Kitty and Anthony Hooey

“The person who arrives in
Santiago is no longer the same
person who set out for it.”
- Karen Kiser. ‘
Kitty takes over:
‘There is a freedom from everyday constraints as we journey along enjoying the
clear fresh air carrying our rucksacks
whilst continuing along to the rhythm of
our murmured rosary prayers! Enjoying
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The group pause to smile for the camera
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Pope Francis released his annual Message for World Mission Sunday 2020
on Pentecost Sunday. Its theme is taken from Isaiah: “Here am I, send me”
(6:8). World Mission Sunday is celebrated on October 18 in 2020.
The full text of the message follows:
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I wish to express my gratitude to God
for the commitment with which the
Church throughout the world carried
out the Extraordinary Missionary Month
last October. I am convinced that it
stimulated missionary conversion in
many communities on the path indicated by the theme: “Baptized and Sent:
The Church of Christ on Mission in the
World”.

The pandemic requires of us
greater sharing and service
In this year marked by the suffering and
challenges created by the Covid-19 pandemic, the missionary journey of the
whole Church continues in light of the
words found in the account of the calling of the prophet Isaiah: “Here am I,
send me” (6:8). This is the ever-new response to the Lord’s question: “Whom
shall I send?” (ibid.). This invitation
from God’s merciful heart challenges
12

both the Church and humanity as a
whole in the current world crisis. “Like
the disciples in the Gospel we were
caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm. We have realized that we
are on the same boat, all of us fragile
and disoriented, but at the same time
important and needed, all of us called
to row together, each of us in need of
comforting the other. On this boat…
are all of us. Just like those disciples,
who spoke anxiously with one voice,
saying ‘We are perishing’ (v. 38), so we
too have realized that we cannot go on
thinking of ourselves, but only together
can we do this” (Meditation in Saint Peter’s Square, 27 March 2020). We are
indeed frightened, disoriented and
afraid. Pain and death make us experience our human frailty, but at the same
time remind us of our deep desire for
life and liberation from evil. In this context, the call to mission, the invitation
to step out of ourselves for love of God

and neighbour presents itself as an opportunity for sharing, service and intercessory prayer. The mission that God
entrusts to each one of us leads us from
fear and introspection to a renewed realization that we find ourselves precisely when we give ourselves to others.

We are called to be mission
In the sacrifice of the cross, where the

mission of Jesus is fully accomplished
(cf. Jn 19:28-30), God shows us that his
love is for each and every one of us (cf.
Jn 19:26-27). He asks us to be personally willing to be sent, because he himself
is Love, love that is always “on mission”,
always reaching out in order to give life.
Out of his love for us, God the Father
sent his Son Jesus (cf. Jn3:16). Jesus is
the Father’s Missionary: his life and
ministry reveal his total obedience to
the Father’s will (cf. Jn 4:34; 6:38; 8:1230; Heb 10:5-10). Jesus, crucified and
risen for us, draws us in turn into his
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“God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor.9:7): World Mission Sunday
mission of love, and with his Spirit
which enlivens the Church, he makes
us his disciples and sends us on a mission to the world and to its peoples.
“The mission, the ‘Church on the
move’, is not a programme, an enterprise to be carried out by sheer force of
will. It is Christ who makes the Church
go out of herself. In the mission of
evangelization, you move because the
Holy Spirit pushes you, and carries
you”. God always loves us first and with
this love comes to us and calls us. Our
personal vocation comes from the fact
that we are sons and daughters of God
in the Church, his family, brothers and
sisters in that love that Jesus has shown
us. All, however, have a human dignity
founded on the divine invitation to be
children of God and to become, in the
sacrament of Baptism and in the freedom of faith, what they have always
been in the heart of God.
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Listen to the call to mission
Mission is a free and conscious response
to God’s call. Yet we discern this call
only when we have a personal relationship of love with Jesus present in his
Church. Let us ask ourselves: are we
prepared to welcome the presence of
the Holy Spirit in our lives, to listen to
the call to mission, whether in our life
as married couples or as consecrated
persons or those called to the ordained
ministry, and in all the everyday events
of life? Are we willing to be sent forth at
any time or place to witness to our faith
in God the merciful Father, to proclaim
the Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ,
to share the divine life of the Holy Spirit
by building up the Church? Are we, like
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, ready to be
completely at the service of God’s will
(cf. Lk 1:38)? This interior openness is
essential if we are to say to God: “Here
am I, Lord, send me” (cf. Is 6:8). And
this, not in the abstract, but in this

chapter of the life of the Church and of
history.
The celebration of World Mission Day
is also an occasion for reaffirming how
prayer, reflection and the material help
of your offerings are so many opportunities to participate actively in the mission of Jesus in his Church. The charity
expressed in the collections that take
place during the liturgical celebrations
of the third Sunday of October is aimed
at supporting the missionary work carried out in my name by the Pontifical
Mission Societies, in order to meet the
spiritual and material needs of peoples
and Churches throughout the world,
for the salvation of all.

May the Most Blessed Virgin
Mary, Star of Evangelization
and Comforter of the Afflicted,
missionary disciple of her Son
Jesus, continue to intercede
for us and sustain us.
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Fr. Anthony Joseph
Wolstenholme Mccj. Rip
1924 – 2020
Father Anthony Wolstenholme was born on 18th March, 1924, in
Sheffield, South Yorkshire. He was the second of seven children.
He went to St. Theresa’s Elementary School then studied at the
De La Salle Grammar School, both in Sheffield. During the
Second World War he was conscripted into the Royal Navy where
he was a radio operator in the submarine HMS Seraph and found
himself stationed up in the Faroe Isles. After the war, as a late
vocation he went to Campion House, Osterley, London, where he
trained with the Jesuits before entering the noviciate of the
Verona Fathers. He completed his philosophical and theological
studies for the priesthood at the Sacred Heart College,
Sunningdale, and Venegono, Milan, Italy. He was ordained priest
in Milan Cathedral, on 15th June, 1957, by Cardinal Montini, later
to be Paul V1.

Fr Anthony RIP

From 1958-1965 he worked in Arua, Uganda, teaching in a junior
seminary. He had been back in the London Province since 1965
until 2020. During this time, he excelled as a very competent
English language teacher who passed on his Anglo-Saxon
linguistic skills to many a Verona Father and Verona Brother
before they left for the missions in oversea Anglophone countries.
He will be fondly remembered by many priests and parishioners
in England, Wales and Scotland where throughout these passing
years he enthusiastically did countless parish supplies and
diocesan and deanery mission appeals with great success. For a
while he helped out at the public chapel in Sunningdale.
Father Anthony Joseph Wolstenholme was a gentleman of God.
He was a good man with a great serene nature. He will always be
remembered for his kindness and hospitality, his plain goodness
and humanity. His daily Mass, his love of the Eucharist, his
kindness and compassion made him a much-loved priest and
great Verona Father missionary. What a wonderful human being
he was! Father Anthony will be remembered especially by those
men and women who knocked at our Sunningdale and Glasgow
Community doors. Believe you me, he will never be forgotten by
any of these poor people. What a legacy for St. Daniel Comboni’s
son dedicated to the poor and most abandoned...
Sadly, the news that he had passed away on Saturday, 2rd May, at 12.50, in St.
Joseph’s Care Home of the Little Sisters of the Poor, Glasgow, came as a bit of
a shock. His death was peaceful. I am sure he was ready to meet the God of
his life.
(obituary: Fr John Clark)
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by Fr. John Clark mccj

FACING UP TO
COVID 19

T

o find a cure for the disease Corona Virus 19 is one of the most desired things in the world at this
moment. Up to date (27/7/2020), nearly
48,677 people have sadly died in the U.K.
and 1,746 in Ireland. Throughout these
past months the plague has respected no
one, no matter what sex or age. Very few
of us could ever have imagined such a
tragedy. It has been a real-world war.
Some have called it: World War Three.
Ironically, this very small and invisible virus has brought those countries amassing
lethal weapons of human destruction to
their knees.
As one of the world’s baffling mysteries,
suffering bamboozles the human mind
and pierces the heart. Nobody can deny
the torments and agony of human suffering. Dealing with any kind of human suffering shows us who we are and can reveal
our weaknesses and strengths. No person
likes to suffer. We resist suffering with all
our might. Who does not like to feel comfortable and secure? Life has to be the way
we want it and what we are used to. When
life becomes so difficult as it has been
these past months, we struggle like anything to be in control, to adjust, to grow,
to change and adapt. So many difficult
experiences of stress and anxiety people
go through are beyond mere words.
However, let us not fool ourselves. Living daily with economic instability, lockdown loneliness, isolation and psychological hardships is no joke! I ask: where
does Christian faith come in when facing
up to Covid 19? Is this fatal sickness weakening the Christian faith or is it strengthening some people’s beliefs? Many faithfilled persons and non-believers have
asked themselves: Why so many deaths of
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both old and young people? Some of
them were so healthy yesterday but are
gone today. Christian faith tells us there is
life to come after death, but what about
now: the unforgettable experiences of
doctors, nurses and carers who have witnessed thousands of patients dying with
Covid 19? Besides, the heartfelt agony of
not having been able to say a proper
good-bye to their dead relatives and
friends has devastated families. God, the
compassionate lover of life, Wisdom,
11,24, must be aware of the tremendous
suffering experienced by so many because
of Covid 19. His heart surely has gone out
to them all as it did on that Good Friday to
His Son hanging on the Cross…
Positively, l believes there are some
good aspects we can learn from the virus.
The virus has forced us to deepen that
understanding of ourselves with Mother
Nature. An umbilical cord exists between
us and Her. We need to care for our Common Home which God, the Creator, has
given us in nature. Our health depends
on the health of the planet. Financial globalization alone in its competitive forms
of capitalism is wreaking havoc and creating so many injustices. We need to reduce,
reuse and recycle the production of our
material goods. Two things clearly stand
out in these times: due to the innumerable outstanding examples and sacrifices
of ordinary volunteers and of the medical
professions, cooperation and solidarity
are saving us from Covid 19. We need,
however, to face such world problems
like the corona virus pandemic on a plural
global scale. Worldwide responsibility is
indispensable.
We pray a lot for those who still suffer
because of Covid 19 and fear the future.

We also prayer for those who dream we
can learn a lot from the disease to build a
better and healthier world. We thank God
for all the medical research going on as
we use all the scientific and technological
means at our disposal. In hard times like
these, as a missionary l strongly believe
that it is in the depths of our spirituality
that we can bring meaning to the grief in
our lives.

St Francis
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by Joseph F.X. Sladky

St. Peter Claver

Slave of the Slaves Forever
Venerated with the title ‘Patron of the Congregation of Comboni
Missionaries’, St. Peter Claver is very much an inspiraton for us
today. In the struggle for racial equality and the end to all forms
of slavery and that ‘Black Lives Matter’, he inspires us.
We dedicate this article to the common struggle.
Cartagena de Indias was one of two
ports in Spanish America which the
Council of the Indies had stipulated
could receive slaves. Acting as a major
clearing-house for African slaves, the
sheds and yards of Cartagena became

the market where these captives were
bought and sent to other areas in the
Americas.
As is well-known, the lot of slaves on
these ships was truly abominable and
beastly. Straitened in tight quarters and

chained down in the ship’s hold, this
“human cargo” was provided no clothing, given scanty rations of loathsome
food and water, and kept in horribly
foul and unhygienic conditions beneath
the deck. Of the 400-500 slaves on each
ship, it was usual for a third of the slaves
to die on the voyage; many of the rest,
after a two-month voyage, arrived in
Cartagena famished, diseased, and
hopeless. Nevertheless, as the trade
was very lucrative, slavers shipped
about 10,000 slaves from Africa to Cartagena each year.
It was in this lamentable environment
that St. Peter Claver found his field for
apostolic work. deep charity for others,
St. Peter Claver was able to transform
the physical and spiritual life of the African slaves in Cartagena so effectively.

Early Life

Above: 400-500 slaves on each ship. Below: Today we witness modern slavery.
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Peter Claver was born in the Catalonian
village of Verdú, most probably on 25
June 1580. His father, the mayor of
Verdú, was Pedro Claver y Mingüella,
and his mother was Ana Corberó y
Claver. For four years he studied humanities at the University of Barcelona,
then known as a studium generale. In
Barcelona he became acquainted with
the Society of Jesus. After being admitted into the Jesuits by Claudio Aquaviva,
Claver went to Tarragona to complete
his novitiate between 1602 and 1604.
Next, he moved to the Jesuit college of
Gerona, where he finished his studies
in the humanities. During his novitiate,
he kept a notebook in which he recorded his meditations, some of which
would presage his future life. Already
likening himself to a slave, he wrote:
Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

St Peter Claver is feted especially by Afro-Colombians in their devotions

‘I must dedicate myself to the
service of God until death, on the
understanding that I am like a
slave, wholly occupied in the service
of his master and in the endeavour
to please and content him in all and
in every way with his whole soul,
body, and mind.’

to Cartagena, where he was ordained a
priest on March 19, 1616. At this time,
he became an assistant to Fr. Alonso de
Sandoval, the great initiator of the African slave apostolate.

Just as Rodriguez influenced Claver’s
spiritual life, it was Sandoval who mentored him in his missionary activity
among the black slaves. This great Jesuit would write a practical manual for
missionaries to use in working with and
evangelizing the Africans. It was titled
Naturaleza, policía sagrada y profana,
costumbres, ritos, y supersticiones de
los etíopes (1629). The African slaves
belonged to almost forty different “races” and used up to fifteen different languages. In this guide, Sandoval meticulously
described
the
physical
appearance and the artificial markings
on the various “races” of Africans from
the different sections of West Africa.
Sandoval’s research facilitated the identification of the languages of the various
African peoples, thus simplifying the
work of interpreters. It was above all,
Claver, who pushed his superiors to
have The Nature, Religion, Customs,
Rites, and Superstitions of the Negroes

The Influences of
Alphonsus Rodríguez and
Alonso de Sandoval
After completing his studies in Gerona,
Claver was sent to study philosophy at
the college of Montesión on the island
of Majorca, living here from 1605 to
1608. It was in the gentle climate of
Palma that Claver would form his decisive friendship with Alphonsus
Rodríguez. The latter, the porter at the
college, was a simple Jesuit lay brother.
At the same time, he was a man of extraordinary
holiness.
Early
on,
Rodríguez took Claver under his wing,
and he became the master of the young
man’s interior life. When they met,
Rodríguez was a man of eighty, Claver a
man of twenty-five. Although he would
spend only three years at Montesión,
these would be the most formative
years in his life. Keeping a notebook of
the spiritual teachings of Rodríguez,
Claver faithfully incorporated the former’s program into his own life.
From Spain, Claver was sent to Cartagena de Indias in New Granada, now
modern-day Colombia. Arriving in 1611,
he journeyed to Santa Fe de Bogotá to
complete his theological studies. As the
climate in Bogotá was not conducive to
his health, Claver carried out his tertianship at Tunja. He was then sent back
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Cathedral of St Peter Claver in Cartagena
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St Peter Claver greeting slaves on arrival

published. He himself would use it regularly and diligently in his own work.

Claver’s Ministry to the
African Slaves

In a career lasting about thirty-five
years, Claver never missed the arrival of
a slave ship. Extremely eager to meet
and welcome these poor captives, his
“eyes shone” and his “face flushed”
when he heard of a slave ship carrying
“human treasures” from Africa. He often took a small boat out himself to
meet the slaver’s ship. His greatest concern was whether the poor captives had

been baptized or not. If he deemed that
they had not been christened, he spent
some time catechizing them, and then
he baptized them. He often brought
perfumed water to pour over the heads
of the unfortunates, along with refreshing cool water for them to drink. Before
his spiritual ministrations, he always
brought the slaves little gifts, such as
lemons, oranges, bananas, cakes, and
tobacco. His immense charity won
them over, often restoring hope in their
hearts.
Always ministering to their physical
needs before he addressed their

spiritual needs, he was wont to say, “We
must speak to them with our hands,
before we try to speak to them with our
lips.” Before they were taken to the
slave sheds, Claver first took care of the
sick, especially baptizing the dying children. Following this, he heard the confessions of the Christian slaves through
interpreters, and he administered last
rites to the dying. Lastly, he gave days of
instruction to the pagan blacks, baptizing them, and catechizing them further.
In all, he is said to have instructed and
baptized around 300,000 African slaves.
Just as St. Francis Xavier has truly acquired the title of “Apostle of the East
Indies,” St. Peter Claver has rightly
earned the title of “Apostle of the West
Indies.”
The chief problem in the evangelization of the slaves lay in the numerous
languages used by the many “races” of
Africans. Although Claver himself never
mastered the African languages, he did
have some facility with Angolese, the
most common of them. On account of
these linguistic difficulties, he continually worked with a team of interpreters,
black slaves who had a fine ear and
tongue for languages. It is important to
note that Claver empowered these
slave interpreters to become true leaders, diligently training them in the
Christian faith. Treating them as his
equals, close friends, and true collaborators in the work of evangelization, he
always carefully looked after their food,
clothing, and medicines. If they were

Comboni Missionary, Cardinal Miguel Angel Ayuso Guixot, president of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue stands
before the tapestry depicting the Church’s dialogue with other faiths.
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A memorial to sacrificed slaves

seriously sick, he gave up his bed to
them, and slept on the floor.
As images are the books of the illiterate, Claver was liberal in his use of pictures in catechizing the new converts.
In his instructions, he taught them the
rudiments of the faith. He especially
enjoyed teaching them about the life,
passion, and death of Christ through illustrations and the crucifix. At times, he
even used the monitory pictures of hell
to inspire in them a true sense of contrition for their own sins. At the same
time, he also gave them hope, teaching
them about the glories of heaven. It was
not an easy task. The slaves had to be
patiently drilled in such simple matters
as the sign of the cross. At all times,
however, he reminded them of their
own dignity and worth, teaching them
that Christ had redeemed them at a
great price with his blood.
Every spring, Claver would set out on
rural missions to plantations surrounding Cartagena. Here he would check up
on the lives of his charges as much as
he was able. Refusing the hospitality of
the plantation owners, he dwelt in the
Negro slave quarters. On many occasions, he was ill-received by the plantation owners and their wives. They
looked at his spiritual ministrations
among their slaves as a waste of their
time. Throughout his life, he was never
a revolutionary, a “hater of the rich and
embittered protector of the poor.” Although he had a special predilection for
the poor black slaves, he did not ignore
the rich; rather, he exhorted the wealthy
to carry out their social duties and he
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promoted cooperation between the
classes.

Death and Canonization

Throughout it all, Claver understood
that his remarkable missionary work
among the black slaves and lepers
needed to be undergirded by a strong
interior life. It appears that he watched
much, and slept little. According to
over 150 witnesses under oath, Claver
slept three hours each night, prayed for
five consecutive hours, and he scourged
himself thrice. Prayer, usually carried
out in the early morning, always preceded his active missionary work. This
regimen was kept for about forty years.
All in all, his growth in sanctity was reg-

ular. Brother González, his constant
companion, relates, “Each day he did at
least one heroic deed.”
Over his career, Claver had survived
five epidemics which devastated the
population of Cartagena. Nevertheless,
the fifth epidemic took its toll on him.
His hands began to shake and he could
no longer say mass. On occasion, he did
hear confessions, but he was generally
inactive for the last four year of his life.
Ironically, during this time, he was put
in the hands of a selfish and brutal black
slave who regularly tormented and mistreated him. Like St. Francis Xavier, almost one hundred years earlier, he died
in “utter abandonment” on September
8, 1654.
After he had died, everyone suddenly
remembered the “Saint” again. Immediately, the inhabitants of Cartagena set
out to gather relics from him. Some
devotees tried to tear sections of his
clothing, still others tore away even his
toenails; the more restrained just
touched their rosaries to his body. On
account of his great service to the community, he was given a funeral at the
expense of state. Claver was beatified
by Pope Pius IX on September 21, 1851.
Along with his friend and spiritual mentor, Alphonsus Rodríguez, he was canonized by Leo XIII on January 15, 1888.
Eight years later, the pope named
Claver the Patron of all the Missions to
the Africans.
St Peter Claver is the Patron Saint of
African-Americans, African Missions,
Colombia, Interracial justice.

A stained glass image of St Peter Claver in St Aloysius Church, Glasgow
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Father Rubén Padilla Rocha

A Journey
in love
and trust

Fr Ruben returns again to our columns
with a thought-provoking meditation
helping us to find God in our everyday life.
This time of the pandemic has led many
people to discover once more the values
of silence and contemplation. It is in this
atmosphere that God comes to us, to be
near us and strengthen us in our mission
of being messengers of the Good News
through our just and caring attitudes.
Take some time out to savour the consoling
presence of God in your life.

Introduction
John 14:7-14, exposes the disciples’
deep desire to see God which is stirred
by Jesus in the previous text when Jesus
says “I am going to prepare a place for
you”… “so that where I am you may be
too” (14:3). To see the Father seems to
be the last and the greatest thing a person could aspired to. It is the longing
for where we came from and the longing to see God face to face.

Initial prayer
Father,
Thank you for sending us
Your Son the mirror of your
True face. Through him we know you
That you are a Merciful Father close to
us.
Stir always in us the desire
To long for you, to be with you.
Amen

‘Lectio Divina’
Read the text John 14:7-14 read the text
slowly and listen attentively with the
20
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‘ear of your heart’. What word, sentence
or phrase stands out for you?
1. Reflect: read the text again and pay
attention of what touches you; why
is it meaningful for you. What
thought or reflection comes to you.
2. Respond: read the text again but
this time respond spontaneously to
the word of God. In other words,
make a dialogue with God what
comes from within you. What gift
does this text lead you to ask for
from the Lord?
3. Stay with the Word: read the text
a final time and rest in the word.
Allow God to speak to you in deep
silence. Do not say anything just listen to God’s words. What is He saying?
4. Take now the word, sentence,
or phase, into your daily life/activity; allow it to become part of you.
Always listen to it, reflect on it, pray
over it and rest on it as time allows
during the day. Then allow the Word
leads you to action.

Conclude your ‘Lectio
Divina’ with the ‘Our
Father’…
Reflection: As Jesus journeyed along
with the faith and life of the disciples,
and having perceived their weakness as
well as their strengths, he confirms
them in his love and trust which are
two important elements in his relationship with them established before and
after his death. In fact, a disciple of Jesus would be known, as he told them
before his death, by their love for one
another and for their trust and faithfulness to his Master. That brings a new
relationship with Jesus and the Christian community after his resurrection.

Central Message:
“If you know me, then you will
also know my Father.” “Lord let
us see the Father and then we
shall be satisfied.” “To have seen
me is to have seen the Father.”

Main points:
a) “If you know me, then you will
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also know my Father.”
It is difficult to understand Jesus’s
words if one does not have a personal
and spiritual encounter with him. What
does this mean? To better understand
these words, we look at the life and experience of St Paul who encountered
Jesus in his varied ways. For a start, he
believed that by persecuting and imprisoning people of the Way was the
right thing to do and that it was good
for his religion. it was clear that he was
immersed in religious fanatism of his
time. But everything changed when he
met Jesus as he travelled alone. As Jesus
entered his life, it made him change
radically his ways and made him one of
his most outstanding and fearless Apostles. His conversion is characteristic of a
militant Christian. He acknowledged
his wrongdoing and ask God to have
mercy on him a sinner. He was given
the knowledge of God the Father by the
same Jesus as expressed beautifully in
his letter to the Ephesians 1:1-14. Jesus’
mission was to reveal the identity of
God as the Father and his plan of salvation. He did it by speaking about Him in
parables and through many miracles he
performed, so that everyone could see
and know that the Father was in Him
and he the Father.
b) “Lord let us see the Father and
then we shall be satisfied.”
Jesus mentioned the Father very often
in his speeches and prayers, he did so
because the Father was everything to
him. The reference to the Father then
provoked the disciples’ curiosity especially in Philip who said, “Lord show us
the Father and we shall be satisfied”.
This expression indicates a genuine desire and a thirst for God to see him face
to face. Jesus certainly spoke eloquently
about his Father so much so that he
stirred in peoples’ hearts that longing
for the Father. For instance, there is the
scene of Jesus praying in a certain place,
that when he finished praying one of
his disciples, speaking on behalf of the
group, asked Jesus to teach them to
pray just as they saw him praying (see
Lk 11:1-4). Jesus was so immersed in his
prayer and in the presence of Father
that it touched their heart and triggered
in the disciples the desire to do the

same. So, the disciples’ desire to see
the Father was the last thing to hope
and to long for in this present life.
c) “To have seen me is to have
seen the Father.”
The mission of Jesus was to show his
Father to the world, to know who God
is, “this is eternal life: to know you, the
only true God and the One you sent,
Jesus Christ”. (John 17:3) The way he
related to Him and by doing everything
he did, he showed that the Father was
in Him and he in the Father. That he
was the Sent One, and in him is the
fullest revelation of the of God the Father. We need only to look at Jesus to
know God for “whoever has seen me
has seen the Father” said Jesus. He
wants us to be part of the divine family,
to enter into the mysterious life of the
divine Persons who share everything in
common and are only one God. All the
things he said and all the things he did
come from God the Father. Therefore,
Jesus urges us to believe in him at least
on the evidence of the works he has
done and continues to do. Wherever
we see healing, reconciliation, justice,
love, life-giving deeds, there is the work
of God and God is there present in our
midst.

Some questions to help
in our reflection
1. How do you nourish and cherish
your inner desire for God?
2. How do you experience Jesus
present in your life? How does
he reveal to you God the Father?
3. Where do you see Jesus’ work
and presence in your midst?
“Lectio Divina”, a Latin term, means
“divine reading” and describes a way of
reading the Scriptures. Open ourselves
to what God wants to say to us.
Any Questions?
Keep in touch!

Contact me at:
ruben@comboniyouth.org
Father Rubén Padilla Rocha
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Thank you once again for your most welcome letters.
It reminds us that some people do read our missionary magazine!
Reading today is becoming less and less a daily pleasure.
To encourage you all our readers: to let us know your thoughts and
opinions, I will post here my address so that your comments come
directly to our oﬃce!
Editor, Verona Fathers
Email: jdcomboni@gmail.com
London Road, Sunningdale SL5 0JY#, Berks, England
Dear Father John,
I want to say a special thank you for
your Summer magazine. It was full
of inspirational articles, especially
Fr Bob McCahill and Fr. Giuseppe
Ambrosoli. I always enjoy reading
your magazine and pass it on. What
a sad loss of missionaries killed and I
pray for them all
Mary,
Colonels Lane.
Broughton ME
Dear Father,
Many thanks for the latest Comboni
Missionary Magazine; such
spirituality and inspiring articles for
these very challenging times.
The article by Kathleen M.
Carroll: ‘Talitha Kum’ was especially
interesting and the painting of Our
Lord restoring Jairus’ daughter to life
is truly stunning. I wonder if you can
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Fr Bob McCahill in Bangladesh
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furnish me with details and where I
could obtain a copy?
Thank you for offering 30 masses
for all our intentions.
Wishing you every blessing.
P. Sullivan,
Ramsgate, Kent
Dear Editor,
I particularly enjoyed your current
edition.
I’ve been to the Amazon and
am aware of the problems and
hope some action can be made on
the moves towards more justice.
Congratulations on the Beatification
of Fr. Ambrosoli and the award to the
promoters of ‘Talitha Kum’ in favour
of oppressed women caught up in
slavery.

I know your Bishop of Moroto
(lovely man) and also the
Karamojong living in Kampala.
Please pray for the Apostles’
seminary in Moroto reopening
in a couple of weeks and that it
will continue to provide a firstrate catholic education for boys in
Moroto.
Sincerely
Jean Johnson,
Ipswich, Suffolk
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To whom it may concern,
Thank you very much for the
Summer edition 2020 of your
magazine. I’m currently in England
visiting friends and I have read
some very interesting articles.
It is only after reading
articles such ad life in
Bangladesh with Fr. Bob
and the flight of children
in Kampala, Uganda that
one is made to realise how
truly well off we are!
Please accept this
donation to help your
worthy causes in Africa and
throughout the world.

all excellent.
Well done once again
D. Lamb,
Coatbridge, Scotland.

Sincerely,
A. Gallagher,
Lifford,
Co.Donegal
Dear Father John,
Just a note to thank you for
the current edition.
All the articles were inspiring.
I think the double page spread
really works and the pics were
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Don’t Forget your Deceased Loved Ones
in this Year’s November Masses.
Why not have them remembered the whole year round, too!

The Holy Redeemer
Perpetual Mass Guild
Holy Mass is celebrated every day for all members, living and dead.
Quality Membership Certificates in full colour, mounted in beautiful folders,
make an excellent gift, or a gesture of condolence, or simply a reminder of
spiritual union with our missionaries. Certificates will,
on request, be sent directly to those you wish to receive them.

Contact your mission office in Leeds (for England and Wales), Dublin (for Ireland),
or Glasgow (for Scotland) and ask for details and application forms.

OMBONI MISSIONARIES
COMBONI
ISSIONARIES
Visit
Visitour
ourwebsites:
websites:
www.comboni.org.uk
www.comboni.org.uk
www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.combonimissionaries.ie
www.combonimissionaries.ie
www.southworld.net
www.southworld.net

