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The ending of Covid restrictions on 
the nations will be a magnifi cent 
respite for all of us. We pray that 

now all will get back to normal and life 
can proceed normally.

Our churches can operate with more 
freedom and calm and we await a return 
of many people to our services.

A vote of thanks to all our church volun-
teers who during this lengthy period have 
been on constant alert safeguarding our 
health and safety. Let us always be thank-
ful to our nurses, doctors and specialists 
for their continuous care for all of us.

As we move through the period of Lent 
towards the great feast of Easter we re-
fl ect on our personal response and our 
call to become missionaries of God’s 
Word. How can we be better instruments 
in God’s hands to sow peace, gladness 
and hope? 

As we wish all our readers and friends a 
Happy and Blessed Easter, we too 
pray that this Lent may truly be a time for 
‘almsgiving, prayer and fasting’!

Making our way through these pag-
es it is hoped that the many witness-
es rising be-
fore us may 
also 
strengthen 
us in our dai-
ly struggles 
and to be 
glad that the 
Risen Lord is 
always with 
us!

‘By grace 
and love us 
sinners save’ 
Alleluia!

From the Editor
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Getting to know the
Comboni

Missionaries

It feels unreal to be back in my home 
country and not to be counting the 
weeks till I return ‘home’ to my mis-

sion country. The heart strings tug quite 
a bit to be off again, and then pull to the 
feeling of being among my ‘ain folk’ and 
no need to brace myself for leaving the 
family once again. ‘Being home’ perma-
nently is hard to grasp; and this is a 
blessing; Yes, truly it is, or the soul could 
not bear the emotion. 

You see, this missionary belongs to 
two places – belongs to two peoples. I 

Home Again!

By Sr Thomas, Comboni Missionary Sister

am a Scot, born in Glasgow of working 
class parents of whom I am very proud. I 
am an only child. In 1960 I was working 
as a music teacher in a school in Ber-
wick-on-Tweed and enjoying the country 
life surrounded by sheep and horses and 
dogs and of course, friendly people. 
Meanwhile I had met the Sisters of Vero-
na at a religious vocations exhibition in 
Glasgow, and a little something began to 
stir in me. Then, one evening at home in 
the kitchen I said “Mum and Dad, I want 
to become a missionary Sister.” There 
was a long silence broken quietly by my 
Dad – “If God has chosen you to be a 
missionary, we are privileged.” A few 
months later I entered the postulancy of 
the then Missionary Sisters of Verona in 
London.

After three years and many joys and 
tears, I was off to the missions. I didn’t 
care a jot where; I was a member of a 

missionary family ready to face the devil 
himself to serve the Word of God. (Actu-
ally, I’m only fi ve feet tall and not very 
brave at that). In 1964 I landed at the 
airport of Asmara, the capital of my new 
land – Eritrea. There I remained for fi f-
ty-seven years, time enough and more 
for the people of that land to worm their 
way into my heart. And worm they did!

My dream of sitting under a tree teach-
ing catechism was dashed on arrival; I 
was sent to teach English at the newly 
formed Pre-university of Asmara, cer-
tainly tougher than sitting under trees, 
but that’s what was needed at that time 
and that’s what followers of Comboni do 
– what no ‘other body’ will do.

So I taught English – with some Glas-
gowegianisms thrown in – and I studied 
to gain a higher qualifi cation. At week-
ends I joined short safaris to the sur-
rounding villages. I learned the customs Sr Tommy with friend

Sister with some of her pupils
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and traditions of the Eritrean people; 
some villages wholly Catholic and others 
wholly Orthodox and some again in the 
low lying areas wholly Muslim. Language 
and customs, ways of dressing, type of 
foods cooked in the mountainous areas 
towards the south are very similar to 
those of the northern area of Ethiopia. 
Towards the north and west – the low-
land area leading to the border with Su-
dan, there are four ethnic groups – Bilen, 
Christian, who have adapted themselves 
to living beside Muslim communities, 
Tigre and Nara, who are mostly Muslim, 
and Kunama who are animists although 
some have become Christian due to the 
work of the Capuchin Franciscans who 
have built up missions in that area. 

For sixteen years I lived in Asmara, 
working at the University of Asmara 
which was founded by the Comboni Mis-
sionary Sisters. Notwithstanding many 
trials and tribulations and in the middle 
of a guerrilla war between Ethiopia and 
Eritrean freedom fi ghters, it was very 
fulfi lling to witness the students grow 
and develop with great enthusiasm for 
their courses and their great joy at grad-
uation. Also the Comboni Community 
was large and varied in nationality, age, 
status – some were teachers, some were 
students – some were both, teaching in 
the preuniversity and attending universi-
ty courses probably in the evening. 

In 1996 I was transferred to the Com-
boni Community at Afabet, 170 kilo-
metres north of Asmara. Here the popu-
lation is 97+% Muslim of the Tigre 
ethnic group and our Community of 
three lived very happily among these 

friendly people. We ran a kindergarten 
for the infants and a sewing school for 
young girls and women. Later we devel-
oped a multipurpose centre which in-
cluded a library and facilities for tutoring. 
With the help of some NGOs, we set up 
a computer centre – nine computers 
powered by an old generator which 
made so much noise that we called it 
‘Mr. Grumph’. In this way I found myself 
among young people. Other side activi-
ties such as bandaging up cut knees and 
disinfecting sore eyes, tending our own 
goats (for milk), and visiting our neigh-
bours, fi lled each day.

There were also fi ve Catholic families 
whom the Community served in their 
spiritual needs. Mass was celebrated 
once per month when possible; a priest 
would come from the nearest town sev-
enty kilometres of dirt track road. This 
was the most joyful period for me – liv-

ing among the people, feeling myself 
part of the community, trusting and 
trusted. 

Just last year, in 2021, I was called to 
transfer to Scotland and returned to be 
part of our new Comboni Community in 
Paisley…… I have come home to my ain 
folk and am beginning to understand the 
gift God gives to missionaries: Yes, I be-
long to Scotland and am happy to live 
among the generous people of St. Paul’s 
parish, Foxbar. And yes, I belong (and 
always will) to Eritrea and to her people 
old and young. I have two nations in my 
heart, two peoples to love and pray for 
and hold until we’re all united in heaven. 
And that will be a glorious meeting.

St Paul’s Church, Foxbar, Paisley.

Worship is an important part of life in Eritrea

Friends from Scotland and students
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in the year ending June 2021.
Dying in continued dangerous 
crossing: Last January, a man in his 20s 
believed to be Sudanese died while at-
tempting to cross the English Channel. 
This tragic loss comes after the deaths of 
27 people in November 2021. Despite 
the dangers of the unknown and the 
post-Brexit era, desperate migrants take 
all manner of risks to reach the British 
coast. So far this year, more than 450 
people have made the life-threatening 
trip in small boats after a record-breaking 
year in 2021.

Covid-19 pandemic caused visiting 
diffi culties. Since 23 March 2020 when 
the UK fi rst entered into lockdown be-
cause of the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
have been seriously challenged in our 
visits to the detainees. For more than a 
year, we couldn’t have access to Colnbro-
ok and Harmondsworth, the two deten-
tion centres I used to visit. It was ex-
tremely diffi cult for us to cope with the 
up-to-date information of the Home Of-
fi ce in order to see and help the detain-
ees. Over the last few months, however, 
the situation has changed, and a safer 
environment has been put in place in the 
centres allowing JRS (Jesuit Refugee Ser-
vice), the Organisation I work with and 
other groups to resume their service.
Government handling of deten-
tions: On 29 November 2021, The Home 
Offi ce has released its latest statistics on 
immigration detention, for the year up 
to September 2021. What emerges from 
this report is the following: In the year 
ending September 2021, 21,365 people 
entered detention, up 24% on the previ-
ous year. Detention is returning to 
pre-pandemic levels. The Home Offi ce 
analysis shows that ‘an increasing pro-
portion of those entering detention have 
been recent clandestine arrivals and ‘the 

number detained for other reasons has 
fallen’. 1,410 people were in detention at 
the end of September 2021, which is 
more than double the previous year 
(698). The number of people removed 
from the UK when leaving detention has 
fallen to a low of 16% (3,379) in the year 
to September 2021. In the year ending 
June 2021, enforced returns from the UK 
decreased to 2,910, During the same pe-
riod, there were 4,724 voluntary returns, 
which represents a sharp fall in the latest 
year. 13,640 passengers were refused 
entry at port and subsequently departed 

Migrants barred (© Can Stock)

by Fr. Louis Kouevi mccj

A JOURNEY WITH REFUGEES A JOURNEY WITH REFUGEES 
FACING NEW CHALLENGESFACING NEW CHALLENGES

Our own Fr Louis Kouevi, here in England accompanying asylum seekers 
and refugees, sets before us some startling and unpleasant facts about their 

situation as they arrive in this country. It is a diffi cult and often misunderstood 
crisis which needs clear government policies to be able to fi nd compassionate, 

dignifi ed solutions. We need to make our voices heard!

Migrants facing life-threatening challenges at sea (© Can Stock)
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To address this serious migrants’ crisis 
especially in the English Channel, the 
Government has adopted controver-
sial and widely condemned policies:
Unfi t barracks as detention centre: 
During the pandemic, while Colnbrook 
and Harmondsworth were closed or re-
duced to their minimum capacity, the 
government has opened a new centre in 
Kent using the dilapidated Napier bar-
racks near Folkestone to detain asylum 
seekers triggering protests and condem-
nations. Transfers to the barracks were 
halted after a mass outbreak of covid af-
fecting nearly 200 asylum seekers and 
especially after a high court judge in 
June last year found that the accommo-
dation failed to meet a minimum stand-
ard. I visited the place already twice. 
Napier was due to close in September 
2021. However, in August the govern-
ment announced that it would remain 
open until September 2025.
The Government’s controversial 
plan to send back small boats carrying 
refugees and migrants in the English 
Channel. Sarah Teather, JRS UK’s direc-
tor condemned this move saying: “Rath-

er than fi xing the asylum system, the 
government appears to have decided 
we should not have one at all…This 
plan will make desperate people with 
few options more desperate still, leaving 
them vulnerable to traffi ckers”
Government double standard to as-
sess the asylum seekers: According to 
such discriminatory policy, people seek-
ing protection as refugees would have 
their claim assessed based on how they 
arrive in the UK. Under the changes, 
people who arrive in the UK by what the 
government call illegal means to claim 
asylum will no longer have the same en-
titlements as those who arrive through 
proper channels. 
UN worries and warnings: On Friday 
14 January 2022, Siobhán Mullally, the 
UN Special Rapporteur on Traffi cking in 
Persons, expressed her serious concerns 
about the Government “Nationality and 
Borders Bill” and pointed out that such 
Bill “If adopted, would seriously under-
mine the protection of the human rights 
of traffi cked persons, including children; 
increase risks of exploitation faced by all 
migrants and asylum seekers; and lead to 

serious human rights violations”. The Bill 
breaches the country’s obligations under 
international law, she has warned. Such a 
Bill will push vulnerable people into dan-
gerous situations. The UN expert also 
highlighted the specifi c risks faced by 
migrant and refugee women. Under this 
bill, women who have experienced gen-
der-based violence can be turned away 
from the UK rather than be allowed to 
seek and fi nd safety. Also “The Bill in-
strumentalizes national security con-
cerns, increasing risks of discrimina-
tion and of serious human rights 
violations, in particular against minor-
ities, migrants and refugees”. 
Calls for change: It is true that there 
are no simple answers to the deep crisis 
of migrants and asylum seekers, but it is 
also true that the Government’s current 
policy does not work, and the Home Of-
fi ce must rethink its plans. The UN insti-
tution mentioned above clearly calls the 
UK Government to “reverse these pro-
posed measures”. 

Led by IMIX, (a team of professional 
communication experts who want to 
change the conversation about migra-
tion and refugees to create a more wel-
coming society), more than 150 organi-
sations (including Catholic church ones) 
that work in the fi eld of asylum seekers 
and refugees have published and co-
signed a statement last 29 November 
2021, asking the UK Government to 
make a long term commitment towards 
a more compassionate system and focus 
on “saving lives”. These ONGs are saying 
to the Government to stop “blaming the 
French authorities while paying them 
millions of pounds to build fences 
around the Channel ports…” and call 
for “a cast-iron commitment from this 
Government that it will not pursue its 
policies on offshoring or pushbacks, 
which will cause even more harm and 
make deaths in the Channel even more 
likely”. 

They are calling on this Government 
to make a long-term commitment to cre-
ate a compassionate asylum system that 
treats all people seeking asylum in the 
UK with kindness and dignity, resettle at 
least 10,000 refugees each year from 
around the world, reinstate the Dubs 
Agreement to protect child refugees 
from exploitation, expand family reun-
ion so that more people can be reunited 
with their loved ones, introduce a hu-
manitarian corridor.

serious human rights violations”. The Bill 
breaches the country’s obligations under 
international law, she has warned. Such a 
Bill will push vulnerable people into dan-
gerous situations. The UN expert also 
highlighted the specifi c risks faced by 
migrant and refugee women. Under this 
bill, women who have experienced gen-
der-based violence can be turned away 
from the UK rather than be allowed to 
seek and fi nd safety. Also 
strumentalizes national security con-
cerns, increasing risks of discrimina-
tion and of serious human rights 
violations, in particular against minor-

Government that it will not pursue its 
policies on offshoring or pushbacks, 
which will cause even more harm and 
make deaths in the Channel even more 
likely”. 

to make a long-term commitment to cre-
ate
treats all people seeking asylum in the 
UK with kindness and dignity, resettle at 
least 10,000 refugees each year from 
around the world, reinstate the Dubs 
Agreement to protect child refugees 
from exploitation, expand family reun-
ion so that more people can be reunited 
with their loved ones, introduce a hu-
manitarian corridor.Refugees arriving in Spain (© south world)

Refugees face detention or forced return (© anjokan)
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Fr J. Clark mccj

Climate Change Plus Climate Change Plus 
Covid 19 and its VariantsCovid 19 and its Variants

The 2022 Challenges To Our Easter FaithThe 2022 Challenges To Our Easter Faith

What tough years 2019/20/21 have been for us all. The 
main concerns we have is surely about our health and 
the effects climate change and COVID 19 and the pos-

sible variants it may cause. There seems to be no shortage of 
sickness and death surrounding us. 

AS PEOPLE OF EASTER FAITH WHERE 
CAN WE TURN TO?
How much Easter Faith do we need to have in order to hope in 
the possible outcomes of COP 26? Such a lost opportunity. Was 
it a fl op? There was a lot of word play and lots of ifs and buts. 
Many critics acknowledge that Glasgow City COP 26 did not de-
liver and certainly did not respond to our present crisis climate 
emergency. The reduction of fossil fuels was very conspicuously 
delayed. Coal was played down rather than played out. As Pope 
Francis in his plea to COP 26 stressed ours is a future of interde-
pendence and universal co-responsibility. Everyone everywhere 
has a part to play. Meanwhile, we are to expect more extreme 
climate changes wherever we live on this planet.

COVID 19 AND ITS VARIANTS 
This invisible virus has not stopped striking people down and 
has drastically disrupted their livelihoods. Hope is certainly a 
key word. The last thing people lose is hope. I heard it so often 
said in Brazil. What can fi ll us with and give us courageous con-
stant hope? Hoping against all hope became a popular saying in 
the past. The basis of all hope has to be solid and wholly reliable. 
Are we living in a fool’s paradise? Or is it a case that things can-
not get any worse but only better?

BATTLING THROUGH THE STORMS OF 
COVID 19 AND ITS VARIANTS
A storm. I think it is a very apt image to describe the past 18 
months or so. A pandemic that has spread like wildfi re causing 
so much suffering and many deaths. Winter has started as I write 
and will pass away. This Winter maybe weeks of ice and snow, 

economic recession and an apparently endless pandemic. Win-
ter will always pass. How we all long to come out of the passing 
pandemic storm. The sooner the better. Nearly two years of 
global fear, frustration and suffering that are real, physical, fi nan-
cial, emotional and spiritual. Funerals have been very diffi cult, 
so many families have been disrupted, crowded conditions, 
home schooling, domestic violence and so forth. There is no 
doubt our world is both metaphorically and literally ill right now.

I believe we are on a pilgrimage of hope. We are living at a 
time when we need it more than ever. Hope for young people 
that they may see hope in the values of their lives. Hope for the 
elderly and vulnerable that they may see hope by not being for-
gotten about in the future. Our preaching must be full of com-
fort and hope in the months ahead.

HAS GOD LEFT US?
In times like this we need to comfort one another with the mes-
sage of Christ and the riches of our faith. At the same time we 
have to acknowledge our fears and our uncertainties as we face 
the crises of COVID 19. Our faith is always shaken when we con-
front crises in our lives. We need to ask God to increase our 
personal faith. Prayer and quiet service. These are our two pow-
erful weapons.

Yes, the world in which we live can seem very unfair at times, 
but God is always there in the midst of it. “In trouble you called 
and I rescued you.” Psalm 81,7. The Good News, the eternal 
Good News, is that God is there. God is always there. At the 
same time, we need good shepherds to lead us through the 
dark valley as we walk in the shadows of COVID 19.
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CALLED AND CHOSENCALLED AND CHOSEN
Fr. John celebrates                years of priesthood!Fr. John celebrates                years of priesthood!
I have called you by your name, 
JOHN DOWNEY, you are mine. 
ISAIAH, 43, 1.

And I have chosen you to preach the 
GOOD NEWS, ISAIAH 61, 1 to the poor 
at home in Scotland, Ireland, England 
and Wales and abroad in Brazil.

50 YEARS OF MISSIONARY PRIEST-
HOOD in the LONDON PROVINCE 
AND BRAZIL AS A FAITHFUL AND TRUE 
COMBONI MISSIONARY OF THE SA-
CRED HEART OF JESUS. We sincerely 
thank God for John’s generous dedica-
tion and selfl ess service in building up 
God’s Kingdom among us.

Father John was ordained by the Bish-
op of Motherwell Diocese, Francis 
Thomson on 15th April, 1972, in his na-
tive parish of St. Columba’s, Viewpark, 
outside Glasgow. Viewpark itself is the 
remnant of a strong Irish cluster of mi-
grants who latterly fl ocked into the re-
gion to work in coalmines and steel 
works that operated in the vicinity. After 
his ordination basically, John has served 
in the Comboni communities of Mir-
fi eld, Ardrossan, Dawson Place, Sun-
ningdale and Dublin. Much of his time 
he has for many years, week in and 
week out, travelled all the dioceses of 
England and Wales, Scotland and Ire-
land raising funds and missionary 
awareness of the challenges facing the 
Churches across the globe. As editor of 
the quarterly magazine COMBONI MIS-
SION his journalistic skills have been so 
evident to see.

His contribution to the Church in Bra-
zil was no small thing. He has spent 22 
wonderful years in Brazil and worked in 
several parishes. With that pioneering 
spirit of his, he helped found the now 
fl ourishing community of Acailandia 
which is centred at the heart of the 
mega iron ore project of Carajas in the 
northeast of Brazil. A very active justice 

and peace group functions there to this 
day. In Salvador da Bahia, I saw him real-
ly trying to make an option for the poor 
living among them sharing in their hard-
ships. In Espirito Santo he spent his ini-
tial years doing the Trojan banal work of 
galvanising the start of basic Christian 
communities in the rural communities. 
Finally, in Itupiranga, Para, where he and 
his companion Fr. Carlos cared for over 

50 Basic Communities. Fr. Carlos died in 
Brazil in 2020 from Covid. 

John is a practical type of person. His 
character demonstrates leadership gifts 
and skills on and off the football fi eld. I 
have always found Fr John to be a hard 
worker, without airs and graces, a down- 
to-earth missionary priest with a big but 
broken heart when Celtic F.C. did not 
make it ten last season!

By Fr. John Clark mccj

Portrait by Fr. Javier

5050
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On 18th September 2021, Pope 
Francis announced that a syn-
odal process was about to take 

place, between October 2021 and Octo-
ber 2023: a journey together, accompa-
nied by Jesus Christ, in which the whole 
Church would engage around the 
theme of “For a Synodal Church: Com-
munion, Participation, Mission”, three 
pillars. Pope Francis stressed the impor-
tance of “a dynamism of mutual listen-
ing” to be carried out at all levels of the 
Church, involving all the People of God. 
He said “The Cardinal Vicar and the 
Auxiliary Bishops must listen to one 
another, the priests must listen to one 
another, the Religious must listen to 
one another and then, all inter-listen-
ing to one another”. He stressed that 
this was not to be about gathering opin-
ions, but about listening to the Holy 
Spirit.

Bishop Richard Moth invited all the 
Churches of the Diocese of Arundel 
and Brighton, including Sacred Heart, 
Sunningdale, to respond to the Holy 
Father’s invitation to prayer, discern-
ment and openness to the Holy Spirit in 
addressing particular questions, in or-
der to assist him and the Bishops to 
determine the best way forward for the 
effective proclamation of the Good 
News.

The members of the Sacred Heart 
Church welcomed this significant op-

portunity to discuss the essential work 
of evangelization to which everyone in 
the Universal Church has been called.

In response to Bishop Richard’s guide 
to help us take the journey through the 
beginning of the Synodal process, Sa-
cred Heart Church arranged a weekly 
meeting to discuss, in turn, each of the 
three pillars: Communion, Participation 
and Mission. The discussions took place 
simultaneously, in two ways; a person- 
to-person meeting conducted at the 
Church, the other on Zoom, by now a 
well-used method of communication in 
the Sacred Heart Community. Meetings 
took place on 18th and 25th January 
and 1st February 2022. Each meeting 
was facilitated and faithfully noted by 
members of the Sacred Heart’s Pastoral 
Team and was attended by over thirty 
people, who showed dedication to par-
ticipating in the process, recognising 
the significance of the opportunity. The 
participants were very generous in 
committing as much time as was neces-
sary to discuss each of the pillars thor-
oughly, with each meeting lasting be-
tween two and a half to three hours. 
Discussions were open, honest and 
vigorous, but always respectful of allow-
ing responses from all. Contributions 
were well articulated and minds were 
opened. As a Community, we were so 
appreciative of the quality of engage-
ment.

Bishop Richard had asked for re-
sponses by 4th February and we were 
pleased to be able to meet the deadline. 
Currently responses from both the 
in-person and Zoom meetings are be-
ing collated for publication on the Sa-
cred Heart Website. It is hoped that this 
will engage the attention of many more 
members of the Sacred Heart Church 
to follow the progress of the Synodal 
process, through to its outcome in Oc-
tober 2023. This process has been a 
wonderful opportunity to participate in 
such important discussions and has 
also given the Sacred Heart Church 
ideas and food for thought about its 
own processes of engagement with its 
own Community and beyond.

By Anne Colquhoun, (member of Sacred Heart Church Pastoral Team)

Anne Colquhoun
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By Robin Gomes - Vatican News

Communion, participation, mission
The Pope explained the Synod’s three 
key words - communion, participation, 
and mission – he said that communion 
and mission describe the mystery of the 
Church. Communion expresses the 
very nature of the Church, according to 
the Second Vatican Council. 

According to Saint Paul VI “commun-
ion, that is, cohesion and interior full-
ness, in grace, truth and collaboration… 
and mission, that is, apostolic commit-
ment to the world of today”. Saint John 
Paul II stressed that koinonia gives rise 
to the Church’s mission of serving as a 
sign of the human family’s intimate un-
ion with God.

For this reason, Pope Francis said, 
Synods must be well prepared for, espe-
cially at the local level with the partici-
pation of all.

All are called to participate
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impatience felt by many pastoral work-
ers, members of diocesan and parish 
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card” of the baptism.

Three risks to avoid
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the risk of being a mere formal external 
event, instead of being “a process of 
authentic spiritual discernment that we 
undertake, not to project a good image 
of ourselves, but to cooperate more ef-
fectively with the work of God in histo-
ry”. For this, “we need content, means, 

and structures that can facilitate dia-
logue and interaction within the People 
of God, especially between priests and 
laity”. 

Another risk that a Synod can run 
into is becoming intellectual, offering 
learned but abstract approaches to the 
problems of the Church and the evils in 
our world, which are far removed from 
the reality of the holy People of God 
and the concrete life of communities 
around the world.

A third danger that a Synod should 
avoid, the Pope said, is the temptation 
to complacency, which says, we have 
always done it this way” and it is better 
not to change. The word ‘complacency’ 
“is a poison in the life of the Church”.  
People with such an attitude apply old 
solutions to new problems. The Holy 
Father stressed that the synodal pro-
cess should involve the local Churches, 
in different phases and from the bottom 
up, in an exciting and engaging effort 
that can forge a style of communion 
and participation directed to mission”.    

Three opportunities
Pope Francis pointed out that the syn-
odal process of encounter, listening, 

Pope Francis announces a Synod in Rome for 2023

Pope Francis addresses an event in the 
Vatican ahead of the official launch of the 

Synod.: the participation of everyone,  
guided by the Holy Spirit

and reflection help the People of God, 
the Church, to recognize at least three 
opportunities. First, it must move not 
occasionally but structurally towards a 
synodal Church, where all can feel at 
home and participate. 

Second, the Synod offers us the op-
portunity to become a listening Church, 
to break out of our routine in order to 
stop and listen, firstly to the Spirit in 
adoration and prayer, and then to our 
brothers and sisters, their hopes, the 
crises of faith around the world, the 
need for renewed pastoral life. 

Not another Church but a  
different Church
For this, the Holy Father said, we need 
the ever new breath of God, the Spirit, 
who sets us free from every form of 
self-absorption, revives what is mori-
bund, loosens shackles, and spreads 
joy. “There is no need to create another 
Church, but to create a different 
Church,” the Pope said citing Domini-
can priest Father Yves Marie-Joseph 
Congar. For a ‘different Church’, the 
Pope urged all to invoke the Holy Spirit 
with greater fervour and frequency and 
humbly listen to Him.
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Missionaries killed 
in 2021
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Last year, 22 missionaries were killed worldwide: 13 Priests, 
one Religious man, two Religious women, and six lay people. 
They worked caring for people living in poverty, helping   
children, and supporting development and faith projects. 

LIVES OF FAITH

Br Luigi Manganiello, 49, an 
Italian Brother, was violently 
murdered with a blunt object, 
thought to be a toilet tank lid,  

on 6 January. Thieves were stealing from 
the premises of the Venezuelan school 
where he taught. 

Fr John Gbakaan, 38, was 
kidnapped and executed with a 
machete on 15 January in Niger. 
He had been travelling to visit  

his mother when he was ambushed by  
armed men.                                                              

Fr Rodrigue Sanon was killed on 
19 January in Burkina Faso. He 
did not arrive at his meeting with 
a local Bishop and his lifeless 

body was found in a nearby forest on  
21 January.  

Fr Rene Bayang Regalado was 
shot and killed by unidentified 
armed men on 24 January in  
the Philippines. He was known as 

Paring Bukidnon or ‘mountain Priest’, as he 
often visited the most isolated communities.   

Fr Manuel Ubaldo Jáuregui Vega, 
36, a Colombian Xaverian 
missionary, was killed in Angola 
on 7 March. He had hit a 

motorcycle with his car in a car park.  
When the missionary got out to see the 
damage, he was stabbed with a knife by  
the owner of the motorcycle. 

Fr Gumersindo Cortés González, 63, 
disappeared on 27 March in Mexico and  
his lifeless body was found the next day. 
Police indicated his remains showed signs  
of violence and gunshot wounds.  

Fr Ferdinand Fanen Ngugban was killed  
by gunmen on the morning of 30 March  
in Nigeria. After celebrating Mass,  
Fr Ferdinand was preparing to leave when  
a riot broke out among the internally 
displaced refugees on the parish premises. 
Fr Ferdinand, who went to assist, was shot  
in the head. Six other people were killed 
with him.  

Nadia de Munari, 50, an Italian 
lay missionary, was brutally 
attacked with a machete while 
she was sleeping, and died from 

her injuries on 24 April in Peru. Nadia had 
been responsible for six nurseries and  
a primary school for 500 children. 
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Omer Dalyom Dallet, 20, was killed by an 
exploding landmine that detonated under 
the car he was travelling in, on 5 May in the  
Central African Republic. Young Omer had 
asked Fr Arialdo Urbani to drive him to visit 
his sister in a nearby Mission hospital.  
Fr Urbani survived the blast.  

Fr Alphonsus Bello, 30, was 
killed on 20 May in Nigeria.  
A group of armed men stormed 
the parish and kidnapped him.  

Fr Bello’s dead body was found on 21 May.   

Alfred Ludo, 18,  
and Patrick Bo Reh, 
18, had been bringing 
food and humanitarian 

aid to displaced people fleeing conflict in 
Myanmar when they were killed. They were 
shot by snipers on 27 May. 

Fr Juan Antonio Orozco 
Alvarado, 33, was killed on  
12 June during a clash between 
armed gangs disputing territory 

in Mexico. That morning, as he was on this 
way to celebrate Mass, cartel members 
began to attack each other. Fr Alvarado  
was caught in the middle of the conflict.   

Simón Pedro Pérez López,  
an Indigenous Tzozil catechist in 
Mexico, was shot in the head and 
killed on 5 July by a stranger  

on a motorcycle.  

Fr Olivier Maire, 60, was 
murdered on 9 August in France. 
The perpetrator had been staying 
with the Montfortan community, 

awaiting trial for arson, after being released 
from a psychiatric hospital.  

Sr Mary Daniel Abut and Sr Regina Roba 
were killed during a road ambush in South 
Sudan on 16 August. Armed men blocked 
their bus with a car they had set on fire.  

Fr Joshephat Kasambula, 68, 
was killed on 18 August in 
Uganda. Allegedly the Priest 
disturbed a trespasser and was 

stabbed in the back with a blunt object.   

Fr José Guadalupe Popoca, 43, 
was found dead inside his church 
on the morning of 31 August in 
Mexico.  According to medical 

reports, the Priest was shot in the head. 

Fr André Sylvestre, 70, was shot by two 
young men on a motorcycle in Haiti, as he 
was leaving a bank on 6 September. The 
criminals appeared to be targeting him as 
he was carrying a wallet.  

Peter Bata, a catechist in South Sudan, was 
killed on 26 October during an assault by an 
armed group on the local Catholic parish. 

Fr Luke Adeleke, 38, was killed 
by a gang of armed men on his 
way home after celebrating Mass 
on Christmas Eve in Nigeria. He 

was driving alongside a forest when he was 
hit in the legs by bullets. The Priest 
managed to continue driving until he got to 
a hospital, but died from loss of blood.

All information is supplied by Fides, the Vatican-based news agency of Missio.

Please join us giving thanks for  
the work and witness of these, our 
sisters and brothers. May they  
rest in peace and rise in glory.  
Amen.
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As Kyamuhunga Parish, we have 
twenty-four outstations, 12 full 
primary schools, three second-

ary schools and a technical school. It 
has been the policy of the parish to 
evangelize the youth from the schools, 
thus the mission of our schools being 
“Evangelization through Educa-
tion”. In the schools we are able to 
meet all the youth irrespective of their 
religion, age and even cultures since 
some of the students are in boarding 
section and they come from other parts 
of the country. Therefore, the schools 
really are the best places to access the 

youth to prepare them for the sacra-
ments and instill in them other Chris-
tian and human values.

Unfortunately, since 2020 Covid-19 
pandemic has directly or indirectly af-
fected all sectors in the whole world. In 
Uganda all the schools have been closed 
for almost two years as a preventive 
measure to reduce the spread of Cov-
id-19 pandemic. The most affected 
ones are the pupils in nursery section 
up to Primary three, since they were 
never called back to school since 
20/3/2020 when schools were closed up 
to 10th January 2022. Thank God, the 

government opened all the schools at 
all levels from the 10th January 2022. 
There is a lot of excitement from the 
students, seeing that they have got an-
other opportunity to go back to school. 
However, there are those, who didn’t 
turn up because of different reasons, 
some girls got pregnant or got married. 
For some boys, they are doing some 
business like “boda boda” (it’s the most 
convenient and cheap means of trans-
port on a motor cycle in Uganda for 
short distances) others are working in 
the tea plantations, plucking tea etc. 
earning some little money and for that 

Supporting EducationSupporting Education
in Ugandain Uganda

A Big Thank You
I am Rev. Fr Archangel Ayebare, a Comboni Missionary, working in Western Uganda, 

specifi cally in Kyamuhunga Parish. It has been a beautiful experience as a missionary, 
working with the youth especially in the schools.

Aerial view of parish complex

by Fr Archangel Ayebare Mccj
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matter they lost interest in studies. This 
was due to the abrupt closure of schools 
due to covid-19 pandemic for two occa-
sions, in March 20/3/2020 and fi rst week 
of June 2021. For those who came back 
to school the teachers will have to work 
hard in order to put the learners in the 
mood for studying and adhering to the 
school rules and regulations. Some stu-
dents have just been at home on their 
own since some of their parents are 
very busy working and have limited 
time to be with them.

As a Church, I feel there is a lot of 
work on how to deal with the youths 
who are back to school and those for 

one reason or another have not gone 
back to school. Not only that there were 
months when all places of worship 
were closed. The Church has to read 
the signs of the time and respond ap-
propriately, hence remaining credible 
and relevant. This can be done through 
organizing youth conferences in 
schools and during holidays.

For teachers, especially those in pri-
vate schools, it has been a very tough 
experience since they were not being 
paid from the time schools closed. 
Some also didn’t turn up for teaching. 
They feel, it is very risky since covid-19 
is still around. They have preferred to 

do other things like agriculture and 
business than going back to teach.

With all those challenges caused by 
covid-19 on schools, they still remain 
very important avenues for evangeliza-
tion especially in these years. Though 
we still have a good number of youths 
coming to Church in Uganda, there are 
those who don’t come simply because 
they are not motivated by their parents 
or even themselves. They prefer to stay 
at home on their phones, charting or 
listening to music etc. Therefore, the 
best place to meet them is the school. 

On this note, I highly I appreciate all 
those people from the London prov-
ince, most especially from Ireland, for 
the fi nancial support through Fr. Sean 
Dempsey and Fr. Ruben.  May God bless 
the work of their hands. It’s worth not-
ing that God loves a cheerful giver 
(2Cor 9:7) and “Happiness lies more 
in giving than in receiving” (Acts 
20:35). Through their support, we 
have a new laboratory block put 
up at St. Peter’s Secondary School 
Rwebigumya and the school Main 
Hall at St. Mark Vocational School 
Nyakatooma completed in these 
hard times of covid-19 pandemic. 
Even before, they have always giv-
en us a hand to have our children 
get high quality Education.  May 
God bless them all!

Fr Archangel Ayebare Mccj
Parish Priest Kyamuhunga Parish
Mbarara Archdiocese
UgandaFr Archangel with some of his students

Pupils gathering after a Church service
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The TrainThe Train
Now StandingNow StandingNow Standing

By Harvey Martin

Harvey Martin, our resident 
storyteller, poet and 
artist, presents us with a 
lovely parable inviting us 
to refl ect on our afterlife 
destinations: journeying by 
train to: Heaven, Purgatory, 
or ‘that other place’. It’s a 
friendly tongue-in-cheek 
portrayal of how our fi nal 
encounter with the Maker 
could turn out!

Author Harvey MartinAuthor Harvey Martin

There’s a train that leaves for 
Heaven every morning. We al-
ways know who’s going; they 

carry blue boarding cards, and huge 
smiles on their faces; and they look 
somehow childlike. There’s always a 
burst of applause from onlookers as the 
train moves triumphantly towards its fi -
nal destination. Of course, it’s not like 
the underground; shaking and rattling 
its way through dark tunnels, crammed 
with sweaty bodies, going where they 
would rather not go, on a day they 
would rather have stayed in bed. This 
train is smooth, moving through fi elds 
of light. It arrives noiselessly and leaves 
to the sound of gentle clapping; carry-
ing ecstatic souls onwards and upwards 
towards the greatest light. There’s no 
overcrowding on this train; Heaven 
seems to take a chosen few at a time; 
more personal that way I guess, not 
having to deal with great crowds.

Blue card carriers’ journey 
to heaven
We always watch the train as it arrives 
and the doors open for the fortunate 
blue card carriers. It smells so fresh and 
clean. I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t huge-
ly disappointed seeing the train leave; 
and I’m not alone in this, even knowing 
one day we’ll be on it. That’s Purgatory 
I guess, knowing but not knowing 
when. Of course, apart from the Heav-
enly train we have a rail network that 
travels all over Purgatory; taking souls 
to places and situations they should 

have gone to on Earth; but were afraid 
or selfi sh, or maybe just plain lazy. The 
trains go slowly, giving passengers time 
to refl ect on where they’re going and 
why. There are no stations along the 
way; you go to where you’re going and 
return to where you started; hopefully 
changed in some way. Remember the 
story of Jonah; he ran away from the 
Lord, and headed for Tarshish, ending 
up inside the belly of a whale. When he 
was eventually regurgitated, he headed 
for Nineveh, where he should have 
gone in the fi rst place. Many of us here 
can relate to Jonah. I myself have been 
inside a few metaphorical whales, I can 
assure you.

The train for Purgatory is 
always full
Purgatory trains are always full, apart 
from the Heaven bound one. It seems 
we all took the wrong train at some 
time in our lives. There’s a friend of 
mine on platform two; he’s going to 
visit his sister who he fell out with on 
Earth. He’s been here a while now deal-
ing with his resentment and fear of 
seeing her face to face. He says it’s go-
ing to be painful; but if he doesn’t go 
today, he’ll be given another ticket to-
morrow; and he is of course longing for 
Heaven, which should help him to go. 
Yes, here in Purgatory we are encour-
aged to do the right thing, which we 
failed to do on Earth. Now don’t get me 
wrong, it is not my assumption that by 
doing good now we are earning our 
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place in Heaven. No that of course 
would be heretical; we are simply being 
prepared for the perfection of Heaven. 
For surely no one in Heaven still carries 
a grudge or a need to forgive or be for-
given. That is either worked out on 
Earth or here in Purgatory. And of 
course, the grace to change comes 
from the Lord himself; so, we have no 
reason to boast of our successes.

Northern purgatory is a cold, 
dark place
The train now standing on platform 
twelve is heading for northern Purgato-
ry. This is a cold grey place, fi lled with a 
great silence; not a comfortable one, I 
might add, but awkward and embar-
rassing. The people on this train were 
once great and mighty; business execu-
tives, or heads of state. Some of them 
cheated the poor out of a living wage; 
but seeing the error of their ways they 
eventually turned towards the light; 
and now they are being humbled, lead-
ing to their perfection. Now every day 
they travel north to work for those who 
slaved for them. They perform humble 
tasks, such as toilet cleaning and road 
sweeping. Those who were slaves of 
the rich now have the task to be kind to 
their former slave masters, to help 
them overcome any bitterness they still 
feel from their sufferings on Earth. It 
seems in Purgatory everyone has their 
cross to bear. 

Platforms seven and six
Two trains have just arrived on plat-
forms six and seven. They always arrive 
and depart together. It gives the souls a 
chance to choose the right train at the 

last moment. These poor souls still suf-
fer with a desire for the things of Earth; 
possessions they couldn’t have, but 
dearly desired. The train on platform 
seven heads into the hill country; a land 
of blue skies, warm sun, turquoise lakes 
and beautiful hiking trails. Not surpris-
ingly the souls who take this train come 
back happy and at peace. Platform six 
on the other hand heads for the bright 
lights of the city and a plethora of good-
ies to die for. When these souls return, 
they are laden with so much they can 
barely carry the goods they have accu-
mulated. They even drop some of the 
precious cargo as they ascend the stairs; 
and very often they go back to retrieve 
the fallen treasure, only to drop more in 
the process. No wonder they look tired 
and miserable. Both trains arrive back 
at the same time. I guess it is hoped 
that when the miserable ones see the 
smiling faces on platform seven, they 
might decide to opt for that train the 
next morning. Unfortunately, this 
doesn’t always happen; in fact, I often 
see those that took the hill train taking 
the city train on their next journey. 
That’s human beings, can’t resist accu-
mulating possessions, despite how 
miserable it makes us; but remember in 
Purgatory that longing for Heaven nev-
er quite goes away.

I have often wondered if anyone 
chooses to stay in Purgatory; but I 
squash that thought before it takes 
root, because it starts to sound too 
much like that other place; which no-
body likes to mention. Above all Purga-
tory is a humbling experience. I 
bumped into a chap on platform one 
the other day. This is where the new-

comers arrive. He seemed lost, so I 
asked him why he thought he was here 
and not in Heaven. He replied by whis-
pering embarrassingly in my ear. Oh, I 
said that will be platform thirteen. Far 
be it for me to divulge the transgression 
that brought him here; suffi ce to say 
that it’s a very common one; but I 
couldn’t help noticing as he descended 
the stairs that he was carrying an awful 
lot of baggage. I guess he will be fre-
quenting platform thirteen quite a lot 
while he is here.

Everyone in Purgatory is sorry for the 
bad things they did on Earth. I guess 
those who were not sorry ended up in 
that other place. I’ve heard it suggested 
that it was the place they always wanted 
to be anyway. As for me, my job is to 
keep the station clean and tidy; and yes, 
I dread going to platform six, there’s 
always plenty of rubbish to pick up 
there. When I was on Earth, I used to 
avoid paying for my railway ticket 
(amongst my many other indiscre-
tions); until I was caught, fi ned and 
publicly humiliated. I was hugely em-
barrassed and changed after that; al-
ways purchasing a ticket. Some time 
ago I had my biggest temptation yet in 
this Purgatorial place. 

Waiting for the blue card in 
the post!
I was sweeping the platform when the 
Heaven train arrived. I came across a 
blue card dropped by one of the cho-
sen. I saw the man some meters away, 
hysterically searching his pockets and 
the ground roundabout him. I can tell 
you, I was gravely tempted to drop my 
broom, enter the nearest carriage and 
head for Heaven with the poor soul’s 
ticket. After some internal struggle and 
anxious decision making, I returned the 
ticket to its rightful owner. I must say 
that when I saw the relief on his face, I 
felt at that moment, and maybe I’m be-
ing a little fanciful here, it was like I re-
ceived a touch of Heaven. The memory 
of which keeps me going through the 
diffi cult times in this place of purifi ca-
tion. Oh, I see the train on platform six 
has just arrived back from the city; time 
to clean up again; oh well, you know 
what they say; there’s no rest for the 
wicked, except of course when the blue 
card arrives in the post; the sooner the 

better I say.

Photo by Fr Lawrence Lew OPPurgatory
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Generous God, 
We thank you, and we praise you, 
for we are surrounded  
by your abundant gifts. 

The table you have laid is piled high, 
and yet too many people 
are turned away from the feast. 
Work through us, we pray, so that,  
as the tiny acorn  
becomes the mighty oak, 
our small acts of love may grow, 
bringing hope of a world transformed, 
where all may eat their fi ll.  
Amen.

Children’s prayer
Loving God, 
We thank and praise you 
for all the gifts you have given us. 
But in a world of plenty 
too many people go hungry. 
We pray that you may work through us, 
so our small acts of love 
make a big difference 
and everyone may have enough to eat. 
Amen.

Prayer: Catherine Gorman/CAFOD

Generous God, Children’s prayer

LENT PRAYER

Small�acts
of�love



19 Comboni Mission • Spring 2022

Benjo Raposa is from the Philip-
pines, 33 years old. He said: 
“Since childhood, I dreamt of be-

coming a missionary, especially during 
high school. I read missionary stories 
and magazines that motivated me. I con-
tinued my education till university grad-
uation, but the desire was still present. 
The path of the Mission was a way to 
return to the Lord.

He continues: “I am grateful, even if 
this life is not easy. There are diffi culties, 
like everywhere, joys and pains, but you 
learn from everything, and that matures 
you. When I started the formation, it 
was a different life for me; being away 
from family, friends and cultures you´ve 
grown up with; you are assigned to a 
different place, with new people and 
their life stories.”

From Mexico, Fernando Uribe Mendo-
za, 27 years old said: “My uncle is a Com-
boni Missionary. Since childhood, I was 
interested in what he was doing and 
there started my desire to follow in his 
footsteps. He was explaining to us his 
mission reality during his holidays. I 
used to go with him to activities and 
meetings. I realized that my family was 
not only the natural one, but the Com-
boni brothers are also a family. About 
the diffi cult moments, I consider myself 

a relaxed person, so I haven´t found a 
lot of diffi culties; I like new things that 
motivate me.”

Mark Uanyama, from Kenya, 27 years 
old, said what has inspired him to be a 
priest.  “I was born into a Catholic family. 
When I was very young, I was led to the 
practice of the faith. That inspired me to 
become a priest. I didn´t know about 
the missionaries until high school when 
a missionary came to celebrate Mass and 
brought us a calendar. One of its titles 
was: ‘Why not become a missionary?’ 
Priesthood, as a vocation, is something 
very respected in my village; people see 
you as successful in life, and they create 
distance; 

For Teo Graçia, from the Central Afri-
can Republic, becoming a priest at 31 
years, has not been easy. “I was born 
into a Christian family and most of my 
fathers´ friends were priests. I had the 
desire to become a priest, but I didn´t 
know anything about missionaries. The 
most diffi cult thing was to inform my 
family. It was not easy for them to accept 
it because we are not so many and my 
father’s plan for me was to support the 
family. It was a shock for him and I had 
to cut the relationship with my family 
for a while, but afterwards, he accepted 
it and we reconciled.”

Kennedy Bwanya, from Zambia, 28 
years old. He confi rms: “I desired to 
serve the people as a missionary since I 
was very young. I decided to follow reli-
gious life, seeing the injustices in society 
I wished to help to eradicate them.

From Mozambique, Madalitso Casto-
mu Supia, 29 years old expresses the 
desire to share the faith. “The desire to 
become a Comboni Missionary didn’t 
occur to me in a specifi c moment. I 
come from an evangelical family. When I 
entered the Catholic Church, I wanted 
to be someone that could preach and 
have the opportunity to share my faith. 
Then, I heard about a vocational group. 
It was diffi cult to choose the congrega-
tion, but I just wanted to become a mis-
sionary. Most people think that a mis-
sionary has a lot of money, cars, and is 
always helping people, and that is diffi -
cult to deal with. The other issue is celi-
bacy. In Africa, it is diffi cult to under-
stand our way of life; people see it as a 
lack of blessing. Some family members 
will ask you: are you really fi ne? How can 
a man decide not to marry? When you 
are at home it is a real challenge as you 
fi nd all your friends and brothers are 
married.”

Valeriano Silva, from Mozambique, 28 
years old (VS), he shares: “I came from a 
Christian family, though most of my fam-
ily are Muslims, but till now I didn´t 
have any confl ict. We try to understand 
each other. In my parish, from 1959 till 
2017, the only congregation was the 
Comboni Missionaries. From their expe-
rience, I thought that maybe I could be 
one of them. It was not easy for my par-
ents to accept it. In my culture, the one 
who takes the decisions is not the father, 
but the uncle from the maternal side. I 
explained it to him and he gave his con-
sent. Another diffi culty was that in sec-
ondary school I had a beautiful girlfriend 
and the relationship was very strong. It 
was not easy for her to understand my 
decision.”

Vocation Story of Vocation Story of 
Comboni Theology studentsComboni Theology students

years old. He confi rms: “I desired to 
serve the people as a missionary since I 
was very young. I decided to follow reli-
gious life, seeing the injustices in society 
I wished to help to eradicate them.

mu Supia, 29 years old expresses the 
desire to share the faith. “The desire to 
become a Comboni Missionary didn’t 
occur to me in a specifi c moment. I 
come from an evangelical family. When I 
entered the Catholic Church, I wanted 
to be someone that could preach and 
have the opportunity to share my faith. have the opportunity to share my faith. 
Then, I heard about a vocational group. 
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tion, but I just wanted to become a mis-

Theology students hailing from various countries are preparing themselves to 
become priests with the Combonis. They share their vocation story.



 Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk20

‘LeCtIo DiViNa’

Introduction:
the text for our refl ection 
at this time of the year is 
taken from Luke 18:31-32, 
which I titled “the 
journey to Jerusalem”. 
This is in preparation to 
the passion and the 
Resurrection of Jesus in 
our Lenten journey. 

1. Read:
read the text of Luke 18:31-32 slowly 
and listen attentively with the ‘ear of 
your heart’. What word, sentence or 
phrase stands out for you? (spend 2 
min of silence)

2. Refl ect: 
read the text again and pay attention 
of what touches you; why is it 
meaningful for you. What thought or 
refl ection comes to you. (spend 2 
min of silence)

3. Respond: read the text again 
but this time respond spontaneously 
to the word of God. In other words, 
make a dialogue with God what 
comes from within you. What gift 
does this text lead you to ask for 
from the Lord? (spend 2 min of 
silence) 

4. Stay with the Word:
read the text a fi nal time and rest in 
the word. Allow God to speak to you 
in deep silence. Do not say anything 
just listen to God’s words. What is 
He saying? (spend 5 min of silence)

5.  Take now the word, 
sentence, or phase, into your 
daily life/activity; allow it to 
become part of you.

Always listen to it, refl ect on it, pray 
over it and rest on it as time allows 
during the day. Then allow the Word 
lead you to action. 

Conclude your ‘Lectio Divina’ 
with the ‘Our Father’...

Refl ection:
as we are approaching our Lenten 
season, journeying towards the 
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Some questions to help 
in our refl ection
1.  How would you approach Jesus’ 

suffering his passion and death?
2.  Are you ready to take Jesus’ way? 

“Lectio Divina”, 
a Latin term, 
means “divine 
reading” and 
describes a way of 
reading the 
Scriptures. Open 
ourselves to what 
God wants to say 
to us.

Any Questions? Keep in touch!

Contact me at:
ruben@comboniyouth.org
Father Rubén Padilla Rocha

passion and Resurrection of Jesus, the 
text of Luke 18:31-34 which is the third 
prophecy of the Passion of Jesus, is 
intended to help us make our spiritual 
journey with Jesus and his disciples 
who made their way to Jerusalem 
where, as announced by Jesus, he will 
face his eminent death but after three 
days will rise again. The purpose of 
announcing his passion three times to 
his disciples was to prepare them to 
this horrible and an unjust death. Did 
they understand him? 

Central Message: 
“Now we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and everything that is 
written by the prophets about the 
Son of Man is to come true. What 
he said was quite obscure to 
them, they had no idea what it 
meant.” 

Main points:
a)  “Now we are going up to 

Jerusalem.”
The whole experience that the 
apostles had of the transfi guration 
event in the mountain (Lk 9:28-36), 
was a taste of the Glory of God in 
the person of Jesus. This can be 
interpreted as a moment of 
consolation that Jesus intended for 
his disciples, in order to prepare 
them to face his shameful passion 
and death and to never succumb to 
any sort of desolation caused by 
Jesus’ suffering and death. Making 
their way down from the mountain 
Jesus made the second prophecy of 
his passion (see Lk 9:44-45) and 
later on he announced the third 
which is the one we are refl ecting 
on. So, as they continue their way to 
Jerusalem Jesus taught and 
instructed his disciples about how 
diffi cult the journey will be, 
sometimes uncomfortable and 
demanding, with rejections and 
assaults. They could have taken a 
different road, with less diffi culties 
and challenges, where they could 
have been well accepted and 
understood by all. For Jesus this 
could have been the wide and 
broader road which we may think is 
the safe, comfortable and easy way, 
seeking all kinds of pleasures. Most 
people would take this road (see Mt 
7:13). But Jesus would take always 
the narrow and twisted road which 
leads to life, and only few fi nd it (Mt 
7:14). Jesus’s way is characterised by 
the cross, “take up your cross and 
follow me.” Which road are you 
walking? 

b)  “Everything that is written 
by the prophets about the 
Son of Man is to come true”.

Luke often remarks that the passion 
of Jesus was foretold by the 
prophets, like in chapter 24:25, on 
the road to Emmaus, Jesus said to 
two of his disciples “you foolish 
men! So slow to believe the full 
message of the prophets! Was it not 
ordained that the Christ should 
suffer and enter into his glory?” (v. 
26). And again, he told to the whole 

group of the apostles “this is what I 
meant when … while I was still with 
you, that everything written about me 
in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets 
and in the Psalms, has to be fulfi lled” 
(v. 44). When Jesus announced his 
passion and death, it was quite 
incomprehensible for his disciples, 
for they saw all the goodness he did, 
heard the truth he spoke, how their 
lives changed by his very presence, 
they believed he was the Messiah, 
how come he is to be crucifi ed? 
Nevertheless, Jesus’ words were 
something to remember at a later 
stage when he had been crucifi ed and 
been raised from the dead. That was 
the case when he appeared to them 
after his Resurrection and “opened 
their minds to understand the 
scriptures” (Lk 24:45-46). And the 
next thing “the penny dropped!”. It 
was only after his Resurrection when 
the disciples understood everything 
Jesus had told them all about him and 
what was going to happen to him. 
Does this sound familiar to you? 
When someone who is very close to 
you experiences a terrible terminal 
illness with only a few days to live and 
shares that with you, how would you 
react? What would you say to that 
person? Or if it is yourself, how would 
you give this piece of news to your 
loved ones? What would you say to 
them?
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The opening of a community in 
Macau and later in Taiwan was 
aimed at laying the foundations 

for the presence of the Comboni mis-
sionaries in the Chinese context. Howev-
er, their goal was to establish the ‘Com-
boni presence’ in mainland China.

This objective led to the search for 
paths and initiatives. Although the task 
was not easy, at the end of 1998 a plan 
was already drawn up in order to carry 
out such a dream:  the ‘Fen Xiang’ (FX) 
project.

The ‘Fen Xiang’ project was aimed at 
the development of the presence of the 
Comboni Missionaries in China in order 
to be in contact, and in some way to 
share the concerns of the Church in Chi-
na, and at the same time to assist the 
most marginalized. Since October 1998, 

FX has implemented its aims following 
the itinerant missionary approach, main-
ly through trips made from Macau into 
the mainland, what we call ‘the itinerant 
Comboni mission’. During these 23 
years, FX has opened different fronts 
and venues in its collaboration with the 
Church in China, both the underground 
as well as the public community. The 
project focused on spreading the mis-
sionary spirit of the Church, an uncondi-
tional commitment to the poorest in so-
ciety.

The Comboni mission in Asia focused 
on the Chinese context as a priority as 
far as the fi rst evangelization was con-
cerned. The Comboni missionaries, 
from the very beginning, centred their 
work on the formation of the pastoral 
agents of the Church in China, as well as 
on the assistance to the poorest of socie-
ty. Through the years, FX has also fo-
cused its energies on helping the poor-
est and most abandoned in the Chinese 
society, supporting orphanages, aid cen-
tres, poor rural children, etc. Formation 

Fr Daniel Cerezzo mccj www. Southworld.net

The Itinerant Comboni Mission
Twenty-fi ve years have 
passed since a small 
group of Comboni 
missionaries arrived in 
Macao to start their work 
in the Chinese context. 
The Fen Xiang project 
was at the centre of their 
pastoral activities.
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of the staffs of orphanages and Catholic 
Sisters, through scholarships and cours-
es on spiritual formation conducted pe-
riodically and mostly held in northern 
China, in the provinces of Gansu, Hebei, 
Henan, Shanxi, Shaanxi, Henan, Sichuan 
and Shenyang, have proved to be benefi -
cial and useful for the local Church.

Over the last two decades, hundreds 
of church personnel, priests, sisters, 
bishops, seminarians and laity as well, 
have benefi tted from FX scholarships, in 
the hope to improve their formation. 
The FX team has also imparted courses 
of formation, retreats, youth camps, etc., 
particularly since 2012, by stressing the 
missionary dimension of the Church, 
Biblical spirituality, and basic Christian 
spirituality. This has been done in a dis-
creet and prudent way, due to the par-
ticular set-up in which foreign missionar-
ies are not allowed to carry on religious 
activities. The communist and atheist 
context does not make things easy. Just a 
few years earlier, bishops, priests, men, 
and women religious had spent decades 
in Maoist prisons and concentration 
camps. When they returned to their dio-
ceses, seminaries were opened, and 
then convents and thus the Church be-
gan a new future, despite government 
control, persecution, and obstacles.

In 1996, the Macau community began 
to carry out a collaborative project with 
the Church in China, in the fi eld of for-
mation. A team in charge of the ‘Fen 
Xiang’ Project was created in 2000, which 
is aimed at the growth and strengthen-
ing of the local Church. In this regard 
several initiatives focus on the collabora-
tion with the Church in the fi eld of for-
mation through scholarships for priests, 
seminarians, teachers, religious who op-
erate in the religious, theological and 
pastoral fi elds, as well as in the social 
area, in the medical fi eld and other sec-

tors in order to better serve society. The 
members of the ‘Fen Xiang’ team on 
their visits to China organize training 
courses and spiritual exercises and share 
the concerns of religious and missionary 
life with seminarians, religious, priests 
and laity. ‘Fen Xiang’ is also involved in 
projects of human promotion to express 
the social dimension of faith, something 
inescapable and inseparable from the 
missionary vocation, in favour of the lat-
ter. The FX team also publishes ‘Fen 
Xiang News’ three times a year in fi ve 
languages.

The ‘Fen Xiang’ project was inspired 
by, and is in tune with, the basic features 
of the Comboni charism: concern for the 
marginalized of society (supporting or-
phanages and aid centres, offering schol-
arships for poor students from the coun-
tryside), the need to share the missionary 
spirit with the local Church (through 
courses, digital newsletter, personal con-

tacts, formation through annual retreats 
for priests, sisters, seminarians and laity, 
training courses for religious and 
priests).

Refl ecting over the last two decades, 
we can say that we have developed a sort 
of spiritual missionary itinerary that fas-
cinated us from the beginning and that 
was in tune with the context in which it 
was developed: ‘the Comboni itinerant 
mission’.

In these years of the ‘Fen Xiang’ jour-
ney, we can say that the results have 
been very satisfactory. Priests, teachers 
of seminaries and religious have been 
formed in different places, through the 
help of ‘Fen Xiang’, and once back in 
their country they have held positions of 
responsibility to continue to help in 
their respective places according to their 
Christian formation. The challenges of 
‘Fen Xiang’ are not without diffi culties as 
they develop in a context of insecurity. 
There is no doubt that the testimony of 
the Church of China and its pastoral 
agents, who have suffered persecution 
and continue to suffer government con-
trol, are something that help us as mis-
sionaries to make common cause with 
the people to whom we are sent. We 
learn from people, and we live with the 
local church with whom we share our 
life. Let’s keep on working for a better 
future for the Church in China, being at 
its service, promoting missionary work 
in this complex and challenging context. 
Today there are fi ve Comboni Missionar-
ies in Macau. Two of them are in charge 
of a parish and the others committed in 
the ‘Fen Xiang’ project.



Christ for our sins out of love died
He conquered death, he rose again

Heavenly choirs sing amen
And tears of joy creation cried

Forgiveness announce it worldwide
Mercy for all women and men

Christ for our sins out of love died
He conquered death, he rose again

For all that’s needed is supplied
Through mountain pass and valley glen

To home what joy there will be then
Fear not the way, we have a guide
Christ for our sins out of love died

By Fr. David Bohnsack, MCCJ
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