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by Fr Gregor Schmidt mccj

In our Winter 2021 edition of Com-
boni Mission we launched an ap-
peal on behalf of Fr Gregor Schmidt 

working in a diffi cult, remote area of 
South Sudan. Faced with constant civil 
strife, and added to this, a recent 
drought period followed by fl ooding 
affecting the cultivation of crops, Fr. 
Gregor with his people, initiated a fi sh-
ing project to help ease and overcome 
tragedies of hunger for lack of crops. 
The fi shing project has now begun to 
take shape. Thanks to you, our Read-
ers! Here in a short letter Fr. Gregor 
shows us the delight of the people and 
sends their heartfelt gratitude.

Fr. Gregor Schmidt <gregor.bog-
dong@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear Comboni confreres and Do-
nors from Great Britain and Ire-
land!

This is Fr. Gregor from Old Fangak, 
Holy Trinity Parish of Malakal Dio-
cese in South Sudan.

You have collected money for the 
purchase of nylon rolls to knit fi sh-

ing nets to sustain the local popula-
tion in their effort to survive the 
permanent fl ooding of their home-
land, already for 3 years.

In February 2022, we bought 50 
cartons of nylon rolls (content: 50 
rolls) in Juba, the capital city. The 
cartons were delivered by boat on 

the Nile and arrived in Old Fangak 
in April. The transport was inter-
rupted due to fi ghting along the river 
that prevented the boat from moving 
ahead. 

There is a network of several 
churches in our area that distribute 
humanitarian aid for projects of the 

Fr. Gregor preparing the nets with fellow helpers

From theFrom the

South SudanSouth Sudan
a Word of Thanksa Word of Thanks
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Comboni Missionaries. These are the 
Catholic (23 cartons), the Presbyte-
rian (18 cartons), the Episcopal (3 
cartons) and the Evangelical-Cove-
nant church (6 cartons). The divi-
sion is arranged according to the 
membership size of each church in 
the area. The families who receive 
the nylon roles share them also with 
their relatives who are not members 

of any church. We choose the net-
work of churches to distribute hu-
manitarian aid because it is not 
corrupt as using the structures of the 
local political administration.

You can see in the attachment the 
photos where we stored the cartons 
at arrival in Old Fangak and 3 
groups who collected their share. 
Most communities have collected 

their portion. The remaining cartons 
will be distributed until September 
2022.

I send this report to all email con-
tacts that I have in Great Britain 
and Ireland. Please share this email 
with the other donors.

Thanks for your generosity!
May the Lord bless you all, Fr. Gre-

gor Schmidt.

Fr Gregor with some volunteers Young boys happy with their catch

A volunteer group carrying nets to the communities Women receiving nets for their communities
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“You shall be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8)

Dear brothers and sisters!
These words were spoken by the Ris-
en Jesus to his disciples just before 
his Ascension into heaven, as we 
learn from the Acts of the Apostles: 
“You shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be my witnesses in Jerusa-
lem and in all Judea and Samaria and 
to the ends of the earth” (1:8). They 
are also the theme of the 2022 World 
Mission Day which, as always, re-
minds us that the Church is mission-
ary by nature. 

Let us refl ect on the three key 
phrases that synthesize the three 
foundations of the life and mission of 
every disciple: “You shall be my wit-
nesses”, “to the ends of the earth” 
and “you shall receive the power of 
the Holy Spirit”.

This is the central point, the heart 
of Jesus’ teaching to the disciples, in 
view of their being sent forth into the 
world. The disciples are to be wit-
nesses of Jesus, thanks to the grace of 
the Holy Spirit that they will receive. 
Wherever they go and in whatever 
place they fi nd themselves. Christ 
was the fi rst to be sent, as a “mission-
ary” of the Father (cf. Jn 20:21), and 
as such, he is the Father’s “faithful 
witness” (cf. Rev 1:5). In a similar way, 
every Christian is called to be a mis-
sionary and witness to Christ.  And 
the Church, the community of 
Christ’s disciples, has no other mis-
sion than that of bringing the Gospel 
to the entire world by bearing witness 
to Christ.  To evangelize is the very 
identity of the Church.

A deeper look at the words, “You 
shall be my witnesses”, can clarify a 
few ever timely aspects of the mission 
Christ entrusted to the disciples. The 
plural form of the verb emphasizes 
the communitarian and ecclesial na-
ture of the disciples’ missionary voca-
tion. Each baptized person is called to 
mission, in the Church and by the 
mandate of the Church: consequent-
ly, mission is carried out together, not 
individually, in communion with the 
ecclesial community, and not on 
one’s own initiative. Even in cases 
where an individual in some very par-
ticular situation carries out the evan-
gelizing mission alone, he must al-

Message of 
His Holiness Pope Francis

for World Mission Day 2022

Dear brothers and sisters! you shall be my witnesses in Jerusa-
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ways do so in communion with the 
Church which commissioned him. As 
Saint Paul VI taught in the Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, a 
document dear to my heart: “Evange-
lization is for no one an individual 
and isolated act; it is one that is deep-
ly ecclesial. When the most obscure 
preacher, catechist or pastor in the 
most distant land preaches the Gos-
pel, gathers his little community to-
gether or administers a sacrament, 
even alone, he is carrying out an ec-
clesial act, and his action is certainly 
attached to the evangelizing activity 
of the whole Church by institutional 
relationships, but also by profound 
invisible links in the order of grace. 
This presupposes that he acts not in 
virtue of a mission which he attrib-
utes to himself or by a personal inspi-
ration, but in union with the mission 
of the Church and in her name” (No. 
60). Indeed, it was no coincidence 
that the Lord Jesus sent his disciples 
out on mission in pairs; the witness of 

Christians to Christ is primarily com-
munitarian in nature. Hence, in carry-
ing out the mission, the presence of a 
community, regardless of its size, is of 
fundamental importance.

In addition, the disciples are urged 
to live their personal lives in a mis-
sionary key: they are sent by Jesus to 
the world not only to carry out, but 
also and above all to live the mission 
entrusted to them; not only to bear 
witness, but also and above all to be 
witnesses of Christ.  In the moving 
words of the Apostle Paul, “[we are] 
always carrying in the body the death 
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 
also be manifested in our bodies” (2 
Cor 4:10). The essence of the mission 
is to bear witness to Christ, that is, to 
his life, passion, death and resurrec-
tion for the love of the Father and of 
humanity. Not by chance did the 
apostles look for Judas’ replacement 
among those who, like themselves, 
had been witnesses of the Lord’s res-
urrection (cf. Acts 1:21). Christ, in-

deed Christ risen from the dead, is 
the One to whom we must testify and 
whose life we must share. Missionar-
ies of Christ are not sent to communi-
cate themselves, to exhibit their per-
suasive qualities and abilities or their 
managerial skills. Instead, theirs is the 
supreme honour of presenting Christ 
in words and deeds, proclaiming to 
everyone the Good News of his salva-
tion, as the fi rst apostles did, with joy 
and boldness.

In the fi nal analysis, then, the true 
witness is the “martyr”, the one who 
gives his or her life for Christ, recipro-
cating the gift that he has made to us 
of himself. “The primary reason for 
evangelizing is the love of Jesus which 
we have received, the experience of 
salvation which urges us to ever 
greater love of him” (Evangelii Gaud-
ium, 264).

Finally, when it comes to Christian 
witness, the observation of Saint Paul 
VI remains ever valid: “Modern man 
listens more willingly to witnesses 

“You shall be my witnesses” – The call of every Christian to bear witness to Christ
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than to teachers, and if he does listen 
to teachers, it is because they are wit-
nesses” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 41). 
For this reason, the testimony of an 
authentic Christian life is fundamen-
tal for the transmission of the faith. 
On the other hand, the task of pro-
claiming Christ’s person and the mes-
sage is equally necessary. Indeed, Paul 
VI went on to say: “Preaching, the 
verbal proclamation of a message, is 
indeed always indispensable. The 
word remains ever relevant, especial-
ly when it is the bearer of the power 
of God. This is why Saint Paul’s axi-
om, “Faith comes from what is heard” 
(Rom 10:17), also retains its rele-
vance: it is the word that is heard 
which leads to belief ” (ibid., 42).

In evangelization, then, the exam-
ple of a Christian life and the procla-
mation of Christ are inseparable. One 
is at the service of the other. They are 
the two lungs with which any com-
munity must breathe, if it is to be 
missionary. This kind of complete, 
consistent and joyful witness to Christ 
will surely be a force of attraction also 
for the growth of the Church in the 
third millennium. I exhort everyone 

to take up once again the courage, 
frankness and parrhesía of the fi rst 
Christians, in order to bear witness to 
Christ in word and deed in every area 
of life.

In telling the disciples to be his wit-
nesses, the risen Lord also tells them 
where they are being sent: “…in Jeru-
salem and in all Judea and Samaria 
and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 
1:8). Here we clearly see the universal 
character of the disciples’ mission. 
We also see the “centrifugal” geo-
graphical expansion, as if in concen-
tric circles, of the mission, beginning 
with Jerusalem, which Jewish tradi-
tion considered the centre of the 
world, to Judea and Samaria and to 
“the ends of the earth”. The disciples 
are sent not to proselytize, but to pro-
claim; the Christian does not prose-
lytize. The Acts of the Apostles speak 
of this missionary expansion and 
provide a striking image of the 
Church “going forth” in fi delity to her 
call to bear witness to Christ the Lord 
and guided by divine providence in 
the concrete conditions of her life.  
Persecuted in Jerusalem and then 
spread throughout Judea and Sama-

ria, the fi rst Christians bore witness to 
Jesus everywhere (cf. Acts 8:1, 4).

Something similar still happens in 
our own day. Due to religious perse-
cution and situations of war and vio-
lence, many Christians are forced to 
fl ee from their homelands to other 
countries. We are grateful to these 
brothers and sisters who do not re-
main locked in their own suffering 
but bear witness to Christ and to the 
love of God in the countries that ac-
cept them. Hence, Saint Paul VI en-
couraged them to recognize the “re-
sponsibility incumbent on immigrants 
in the country that receives them” 
(Evangelii Nuntiandi, 21). More and 
more, we are seeing how the pres-
ence of faithful of various nationali-
ties enriches the face of parishes and 
makes them more universal, more 
Catholic. Consequently, the pastoral 
care of migrants should be valued as 
an important missionary activity that 
can also help the local faithful to re-
discover the joy of the Christian faith 
they have received.

The words “to the ends of the 
earth” should challenge the disciples 
of Jesus in every age and impel them 

“To the ends of the earth” – The perennial relevance of a mission of universal evangelization
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to press beyond familiar places in 
bearing witness to him. For all the 
benefi ts of modern travel, there are 
still geographical areas in which mis-
sionary witnesses of Christ have not 
arrived to bring the Good News of his 
love. Then too no human reality is 
foreign to the concern of the disci-
ples of Jesus in their mission. Christ’s 
Church will continue to “go forth” 
towards new geographical, social and 
existential horizons, towards “border-
line” places and human situations, in 
order to bear witness to Christ and 
his love to men and women of every 
people, culture and social status.  In 
this sense, the mission will always be 
a missio ad gentes, as the Second 
Vatican Council taught. The Church 
must constantly keep pressing for-
ward, beyond her own confi nes, in 
order to testify to all the love of 
Christ. Here I would like to remem-
ber and express my gratitude for all 
those many missionaries who gave 
their lives in order to “press on” in 
incarnating Christ’s love towards all 
the brothers and sisters whom they 
met.

When the risen Christ commis-
sioned the disciples to be his witness-
es, he also promised them the grace 
needed for this great responsibility: 
“You shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). 
According to the account in Acts, it 
was precisely following the descent of 
the Holy Spirit on the disciples that 
the fi rst act of witnessing to the cruci-
fi ed and risen Christ took place. That 
kerygmatic proclamation – Saint Pe-
ter’s “missionary” address to the in-
habitants of Jerusalem – inaugurated 
an era in which the disciples of Jesus 
evangelized the world. Whereas they 
had previously been weak, fearful 
and closed in on themselves, the 
Holy Spirit gave them the strength, 
courage and wisdom to bear witness 
to Christ before all.

Just as “no one can say ‘Jesus is 
Lord’, except by the Holy Spirit” (1 
Cor 12:3), so no Christian is able to 
bear full and genuine witness to 
Christ the Lord without the Spirit’s 
inspiration and assistance. All Christ’s 
missionary disciples are called to rec-
ognize the essential importance of 

the Spirit’s work, to dwell in his pres-
ence daily and to receive his unfailing 
strength and guidance. Indeed, it is 
precisely when we feel tired, unmoti-
vated or confused that we should re-
member to have recourse to the Holy 
Spirit in prayer. Let me emphasize 
once again that prayer plays a funda-
mental role in the missionary life, for 
it allows us to be refreshed and 
strengthened by the Spirit as the in-
exhaustible divine source of renewed 
energy and joy in sharing Christ’s life 
with others. “Receiving the joy of the 
Spirit is a grace. Moreover, it is the 
only force that enables us to preach 
the Gospel and to confess our faith in 
the Lord” (Message to the Pontifi cal 
Mission Societies, 21 May 2020).  The 

Spirit, then, is the true protagonist of 
mission. It is he who gives us the right 
word, at the right time, and in the 
right way.

Dear brothers and sisters, I contin-
ue to dream of a completely mission-
ary Church, and a new era of mission-
ary activity among Christian 
communities. I repeat Moses’ great 
desire for the people of God on their 
journey: “Would that all the Lord’s 
people were prophets!” (Num 11:29). 
Indeed, would that all of us in the 
Church were what we already are by 
virtue of baptism: prophets, witness-
es, missionaries of the Lord, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, to the ends 
of the earth! Mary, Queen of the Mis-
sions, pray for us!

“You will receive power” from the Holy Spirit – Let us always be strengthened and guided 
by the Spirit.



About thirty members of the Comboni 
Family (Lay, Secular, Religious, men 
and women, including three provin-

cials) from Africa, America and Europe, 
gathered from July 27 to August 3, 2022, in 
Belém, capital of Pará, Brazil, on the occa-
sion of the X Pan-Amazonian Social Forum 
(X FOSPA) and the Comboni Meeting on 
Integral Ecology. 

We opened our ears, hearts and minds to 
the groans of Mother Earth, of the Amazoni-
an peoples and of the communities we 
work with, who cry out for the complete 
regeneration of the daughters and sons of 
the God of Life (cf. Rom 8, 19-23), present 
throughout all of Creation. We did this in 
continuity with the long journey of the 
Comboni Forums and the mapping of social 
ministries in our Comboni Family and mis-
sion. We are inspired by the spirituality of 
native peoples and their strong intercon-
nection with the primary elements of the 
cosmos: water, rivers, air, forests, land and 
all beings. Through them, Jesus of Nazareth 
continues to invite us to “contemplate the 
birds of the sky and the lilies of the fi eld” 
(Cf. Mt 6, 26-28) in order to learn and as-
sume together the Bien Vivir (Good Living). 
Through attentive, respectful and compas-
sionate LISTENING to the reality of many 
peoples:

1. WE SEE that the climatic, socio-envi-
ronmental and political crisis – derived from 
the dominant and unsustainable economic 
model, which separates, excludes and kills 
– seriously endangers human survival and 
the full life of all Creation, in the territories 
where we live our vocation and mission at 
the service of the Kingdom. It is the indige-
nous peoples, traditional communities, 
women and young people who still nourish 
hope, in their resistance, in defence of the 
Amazon!

2. WE UNDERSTAND that the gravity of 
the situation urgently demands that the 
Church and our Institutes initiate processes 
of ecological conversion. We feel it is neces-
sary: • to review and unlearn many of our 
concepts and experiences in relation to 
God and Nature, the relationship among 
men and women, about inculturation, pas-
toral practices and liturgy; • to integrate in 
our missionary activities the defence of the 
bodies of those who fi ght for respect for the 
environment and of the territories where 
we are present; • to cultivate and share 
eco-spirituality, biblical re-readings and the 

Making a Common Cause with the Making a Common Cause with the 
Poor and with the Common Home Poor and with the Common Home 

link between faith and life; • to adopt a mis-
sionary methodology that allows us to have 
a greater connection and an effective im-
mersion in the values, languages, cultures 
and sacredness of the peoples and territo-
ries with which we interact; • to review and 
correct, in our projects and structures, 
styles of life and consumption, often incom-
patible with ecological and evangelical so-
briety; • to invest in basic and continuous 
training that integrate, in theory and in 
practice, the principles of Integral Ecology; 
• to inform and encourage the local Church-
es and our Comboni Family about events, 
means and processes that help us to assume 
and deepen the experience of synodality 
and social ministerially in an ecological per-
spective; • to strengthen solidarity, partici-
pation, mutual care and networking with 
indigenous peoples, lay people, congrega-
tions, social movements and inter-ecclesial 
and extraecclesial bodies. 

3. WE PROPOSE to the coordinators of 
our Institutes, to the councils of the circum-
scriptions of all continents, to sectorial 
leaders and to all the members of our Com-
boni Family: • adopting, as a common inspi-
ration, the Comboni Pact for the Common 
Home and, as a transversal axis of all our 
missionary activity and presence, Integral 
Ecology; • promoting the permanent shar-
ing of refl ections, lessons learned and prac-
tices among the members of the Comboni 
Family; • exchanging personnel among 
communities and circumscriptions that op-
erate in the same territory; • qualifying our 
training processes with research, sharing of 
methodologies for intervention and social 
transformation and the defi nition and the 

theoretical-practical integration of Integral 
Ecology in line with Laudato Si’ and Querida 
Amazonia by Pope Francis; • participating in 
the discussion and elaboration of pastoral 
plans in dioceses and parishes that assume 
the principles of Integral Ecology; • pro-
moting our qualifi cation and participation 
in the fi eld of advocacy and political deci-
sion in defence of the Common Home; • 
supporting and investing in the mechanisms 
and practices of inclusive economy; • wel-
coming and defending people at risk or 
threatened because of their struggles. 

4. WE ASSUME, as participants in this 
Comboni Family Encounter and in this rich 
experience of listening, the commitment to: 
• publicize and support the Pan-Amazonian 
Declaration of Belém, which integrates the 
Knowledge and Feelings shared in the X 
Pan-Amazonian Social Forum (X FOSPA); • 
continue the refl ection and sharing of in-
sights that emerged during these days of 
meetings; • translate and live, in the differ-
ent contexts of our mission, the charismatic 
inspiration of Comboni (Regenerate Africa 
with Africa) and the slogan “Amazona-te!”, 
which had a strong repercussion among us 
in these days, always respecting and pro-
moting the protagonism of the traditional 
peoples.

5. WE ENTRUST all this path that we 
want to travel to the intercession and pro-
tection of the Martyrs of the Amazon who 
encourage us to radical witness and fi delity 
in our following of Jesus of Nazareth and in 
living out our charism. From the fl ow of life 
on the banks of the Guamá River, in Belém 
do Pará, August 3, 2022. The participants of 
the Comboni Encounter of Integral Ecology.
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Letter from the Comboni Encounter on Integral Ecology

Participants at Ecology meetingParticipants at Ecology meeting
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I have a mysterious friend;

sometimes he appears uninvited;

taking me by surprise.

And I must admit I love that.

At times I ask him to come,

but he doesn’t always show up.

At least not when I expect him to.

If he comes and I invite him in,

he doesn’t always stay as long as I would like;

Those men from Emmaus

would agree with that.

I guess he’s a busy man and has

other people to see.

Sometimes he leaves just the scent

of his perfume on the handle of the door;

so, I leave the house and search for him,

especially if I am in need.

At times I’m afraid, and I run hoping to find him.

I end up in the middle of nowhere,

and I cry out; and he responds like

he did to Elijah, with a gentle, calming whisper.

I must admit I often go

missing myself. He told me that

he too searches for me.

Sometimes in the house I hear him knock,

but I’m too busy with other things

so, I don’t allow him in.

Sometimes I hear his voice,

but I think it’s someone else

and don’t respond.

Samuel knows what I mean.

One day he told me he was

preparing a place for me;

I said that sounded great, but at the moment

I’m very happy here thank you.

He’s very patient with me;

I must say I’m not so patient.

and I’m sure he only hides from me

because he wants me to find him.

He always forgives me if I hurt him.

If only I could forgive others so easily

That’s what friendships about, isn’t it?

Yes, he’s my mysterious friend;

but I think I’m something of a mystery too.

The Mysterious Friend
By Harvey Martin



 Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk

www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.combonimissionaries.ie

www.southworld.net

 COMBONI MISSIONARIES

Holy souls and saints inspire 
To trust in our future glory 

Suffering is transitory 
It’s faith hope love that won’t expire 

If crises come don’t think it dire 
No Iife’s always hunky-dory 

Holy souls and saints inspire 
To trust in our future glory 

We know that gold is tried by fire
Our life too in allegory

Goodness over-rides our story 
As seen in lives that we admire 
Holy souls and saints inspire


