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were in the play, which we did and got 
into some lovely conversations.  Pilate 
was the manager in our hotel, and St 
John our receptionist. Now there’s a 
sentence I never thought I’d utter!

Before the play we had a talk by the 
director, Christian Stuckl, who had made 
some changes to this year’s play, one of 
which was to make Jesus less meek and 
more aggressive at times, especially with 
the short-sighted and self-serving Phari-
sees. Another slight variation was to 
make Judas’ betrayal more about him 
trying to get Jesus to talk to the authori-
ties rather than selling him out.

What I hadn’t thought about was that 
the whole play would be in German!  
Fortunately, we were given English cop-
ies of the play so we could follow what 
was being said. Even though we know 
the story, there was a lot of dialogue and 
I for one would have been a bit lost.

The play started at 2:30pm with Jesus 
entering Jerusalem on a donkey to the 
adulation of the crowd waving palm 
fronds, then the next scene is him chas-
ing the money-changers out of the tem-
ple. Powerful. Jesus washing the apos-
tles’ feet followed by the Last Supper 
were moving, as was Jesus’ arrest and 
trial. It’s a real honour for the people of 
Oberammergau to be chosen to be in 
the play, and as there are so many crowd 
scenes most of them are, as well as chil-
dren, sheep, goats, horses for the Ro-
man soldiers, Jesus’ donkey, and even a 
camel on which Herod makes an en-
trance!

This took us to 5:30pm when there 
was an interval of two and a half hours 
for people to have supper. We saw Jesus 
cycling past us from backstage, hair fl y-
ing. Quite a sight!

The second half began with Jesus’ 
scourging which was realistic and harrow-
ing, followed by the carrying of the cross 
and the wiping of his face by Veronica.

The Crucifi xion was very realistic – it 
looked as if they really were hammer-
ing nails through Jesus’ hands and feet. 
The cross was then raised and slotted 
into a hole in the stage, along with the 
crosses of the two thieves crucifi ed 
with Jesus.

Jesus was lowered down from the 
cross by looping a white sheet under 
his arms and letting him down into 
Mary’s arms. There wasn’t a dry eye in 
the house.

The play fi nished with Mary Magda-
lene and Mary of Clopas fi nding the 
tomb empty, and being told by the an-
gel that Jesus has risen from the dead. 
The last scene is an inspiring speech by 
Mary Magdalene, lifting up her voice to 
heaven saying:

“I will proclaim his resurrection to 
my brothers, in the midst of his congre-
gation I will praise him! Wake up, 
Zion!  Put on your best garments, Jeru-
salem, your holy city!  People of Mount 
Zion, you who live in Jerusalem, wake 
up!  Your eyes will behold your King in 
his beauty! Your ears will hear him! He 
was condemned, shunned by people, 
a man in pain. But God freed him 
from the sorrows of death and raised 
him up. I know that my Saviour lives! 
He is with us every day until the end of 
the world!  That is why my heart re-
joices, and my tongue exults! Oh, if 
only I could shout it throughout the 
world, so that mountains and rocks 
and heaven and earth would echo 
with it. Hallelujah! He is risen!”

The scale and impact of the produc-
tion is huge and we were all a bit 
stunned on the way back to our hotel. 
It truly was the experience of a lifetime 
and took us all a while to come down 
to earth. I will always treasure the 
memory of my Oberammergau experi-
ence and would say to anyone who has 
the opportunity to go - grab it!! 



14  Comboni Mission • www.comboni.org.uk

Comboni Missionary Sister 
Caterina Ingelido has lived 
in Brazil for twenty-one 
years, the last three in Porto 
Velho. She works in pastoral 
formation and mission 
awareness and coordinates 
“A Cry for Life,” a network 
committed to preventing 
human traffi cking.

For the last three years — out of 
twenty-one working in Brazil — I 
have been working in the Amazon 

Basin, in the state of Rondônia, 
coordinating the network “A Cry for 
Life” and facilitating workshops for 
people who live along the river. This 
network is an integral part of the 
Conference of Religious of Brazil, which 
emphasizes “evangelizing action in the 
face of the dehumanizing reality of 
human traffi cking.”

Many people in this region fall victim 
to human traffi cking because of the 
geographical position of Porto Velho, 
Rondônia’s capital, and because of its 
international airport, which effectively 
connects the traffi cking routes. One of 
my tasks is to make the network known 
in schools and parishes, and to make 
people aware of the signifi cant problem 
of human traffi cking.

Many victims work in exchange for a 
plate of food, and they often remain in 
debt to those who contract them for 
work, because they are charged for 
traveling expenses and work tools. As 
for the women, they almost always end 
up being sexually exploited or working 
as domestic workers.

“A Cry for Life” has followed up on 
many cases. Still, there are several 
challenges: fi rst, to help the traffi cked 
person recognize that he/she is being 
traffi cked, then encourage him/her to 
denounce and/ or run away, and, fi nally, 
to support the victim because he/she 
has nothing: no shelter, no money and 
no documents.

The following story refl ects the 
situation of most of the victims. A 
young woman living here in the north 
of Brazil was convinced by a friend to 
go to Europe to work. She set off to go 
to Europe, leaving her two young 
daughters with her parents. At São 
Paulo’s airport, a stranger was waiting 

for the woman. The person told the 
woman that her friend, who was 
supposed to travel with her, had been 
arrested because she was carrying 
drugs in her suitcase.

When the woman arrived at her 
destination, another person was waiting 
for her and she was forced into sexual 
exploitation. She was allowed to 
communicate with her parents, but 
always in the presence of her traffi ckers 
— to ensure that she would tell her 
parents only what the traffi ckers 
wanted her to tell. At fi rst, she called 
weekly, then monthly, then every other 
month, and fi nally every three months. 
When her parents asked her when she 
would be back to Brazil, the answer 
perplexed them because she said she 
had to work long enough to cover the 
cost of the trip.

Fortunately, one of her aunts 
acquainted with “A Cry for Life” 
contacted us, telling us what was going 
on with her niece and her intuition that 

Brazil: Human traffi cking Brazil: Human traffi cking 

Sr. Caterina Ingelido

www.southworld.net

“A Cry for Life”“A Cry for Life”

Women plea for compassion



 Comboni Mission • Winter 2022 15

something might be happening to her. 
With the assistance of the network and 
the intervention of the federal police, 
the woman’s whereabouts were traced 
through the phone calls.

When the police rescued her, the 
Network provided a hidden place away 
from her parents’ house and 
psychospiritual therapy till she was in a 
condition to take care of herself and 
her daughters. Then she and her 
daughters were relocated to an 
unknown place to keep the traffi ckers 
from fi nding them. As you can imagine, 
once a person falls into this trap, the 
way out is diffi cult; many victims die by 
suicide, or the traffi ckers kill them.

Our commitment to preventing 
people from being traffi cked is shown 
through our efforts to make as many 
people aware of this reality as possible.

In Porto Velho, the network works to 
prevent the human traffi cking of 
Venezuelan immigrants. Since 2018 
Venezuelans have been passing through 
Porto Velho City, intending to move to 
bigger Brazilian cities. However, the 
pandemic stopped them from reaching 
their goal, and they had to settle here. 
The signifi cant number of people and 
the few job opportunities made them a 
vulnerable population that struggled to 
meet their basic needs, especially food. 
That made them easy victims to fall into 

the traffi ckers’ hands.
In Porto Velho, the network works 

with Venezuelan immigrant women 
through workshops on handicrafts, 
cooking and baking. The objective of 
the training is to ensure that the 
women will have a source of income for 
their families and won’t be lured by 
false promises.

During the pandemic shutdown, each 
woman persevered in doing her best to 
sell her products. Recently, after the 
reopening of activities, we held the fi rst 
town fair to offer their products. In 
addition to selling their products, the 
goal was to make people aware of the 
women’s work, expecting that local 
people or businesses would eventually 
employ them. The network will 
continue training women as long as 
people of goodwill continue supporting 
the project.

It is rewarding to see how happy the 
women feel having the leading role in 
providing for the needs of their 
families. One of them testifi ed that her 
life was very diffi cult and told us she 
cried every morning, knowing that she 
didn’t have anything to feed her three 
children.

When the network offered the 
woman the catering training course in 
Caritas, she thought she could not 
learn, but the situation she and her 

children were experiencing motivated 
her to try. Today she is grateful and 
proud of what she has accomplished. 
She is now the fi rst one to encourage 
other women never to give up the 
opportunities God sends through the 
people they meet in daily life.

Unfortunately, we face many 
challenges, especially that of lack of 
fi nancial resources for mobilizing and 
printing materials to continue making 
other people aware of the evils of 
human traffi cking. Because of limited 
resources, it is diffi cult to follow up on 
the various commitments and provide 
more coverage in schools and pastoral 
activities. On the other hand, this lack 
of resources motivates us even more, 
to continue training new leaders to 
multiply the activities as far as possible.

Sometimes we encounter obstacles 
to partnering with other networks in 
the city. We realize that many people do 
not believe what is happening in their 
communities; they fi nd it diffi cult to 
see and accept the reality of traffi cking. 
The denial of this reality that is right in 
front of them makes them more 
vulnerable to becoming victims 
themselves.

The trauma and suffering the victims 
went through motivates and 
strengthens us as a group to continue 
walking and defending life! Life that is 
often seen by society and the globalized 
systems as worth only what it gives in 
exchange — and in the language of 
traffi cking, that is only profi t. Traffi cking 
is a crime because it violates human 
rights. Our network will keep listening 
for the victims’ “cry for life.”
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By Fr John Clark mccj

SYNODALITY
All of us walking together 
as the people of God

What does this ten-letter word 
“synodality” mean? “On the 
road together” that is the 

meaning of this ten letter words. Un-
doubtedly, Pope Francis is trying hard to 
renew the Church both on the inside and 
outside. Synodality maybe an easy con-
cept to put into words, but not so easy to 
put into practice. There is a great thirst 
for change starting with Pope Francis. He 
wants the Church of the third millennium 
to be synodal and an inverted pyramid 
where the People of God hold fi rst place 
and where from the Pope to the Laity, we 
are all equal in the eyes of God.

WHERE IS GOD ACTING TODAY?
Synodality ought to take into account 
currant global crises such as climate 
change, human rights, refugees, Covid 
19, the Church’s internal institutional ad-
ministration; how far does lay participa-
tion go and operate in practice? What are 
the concrete lay experiences of clerical-
ism, the greater role of women in the 
Church, the new world geopolitical order 
concerning security, the erosion of per-
sonal identity and traditional values. We 
live in a new age of rationality and rapid 
developing sophisticated technology like 
artifi cial intelligence, robotics and all that 
goes on in the cyber world.

A NEW MIND SET AND FRESH 
ATTITUDES NEEDED.
We are called to have the courage to 
change to new meaningful ways of ex-
pressing our faith. In true prophetic fash-
ion we are asked to be bold and to be 
unafraid of criticism. Of course, any kind 
of signifi cant change must start from 
within a person. So often we await change 
coming from outside ourselves before 
considering changing ourselves on the 
inside. Besides, change can generate un-
certainty, instability and crisis.

FAITH FORMATION.
Developing faith formation should be a 
priority for bishops, priests, deacons, reli-
gious and laity. Synodality has to be pres-
ent in (inter)national, diocesan, parish 
pastoral planning and documents. We will 
all require adequate up-to-date training 
and formation as we try our best to en-
gage in consultation with regards to the 
future of the Church The Holy Spirit will 
need to inspire us in discerning the con-
troversial topics of the enormous chal-
lenges of racism, sexuality, transgender, of 
being inclusive and welcoming others.

THE IMPORTANCE OF LISTENING.
Listening is more than merely hearing. 

If you are at all typical, listening takes 
up more of your waking hours than any 
other activity. Many important facets 
of our life are greatly infl uenced by 
our skills/ or lack of them in listening, 
e.g. the quality of our friendships, the 
cohesiveness of our family relationships. 
Our effectiveness at work - these hinge, 
to a great extent, on our ability to 
listen. All too often the speaker’s words 
go in one ear and out the other. We all 
need to listen at a profound level and 
encourage dialogue with respect and 
encounter others courageously. We 
have to cultivate a close listening to the 
faithful, in particular, to those who are 
poor. Listening is hard work!

A CHURCH OF THE POOR.
As a missionary I strongly identify with 
Pope Francis’ ardent desire for a Church 
that is poor and for the poor, the needy, 
the remote, the lowliest, the weakest, the 
marginalized and the excluded of society. 
Reaching out to such people, this would 
be a Church that is for the poor. The Pope 
prefers a Church that is bruised, hurting 
and dirty because she has been out on 
the streets. Evangelii Gaudium 49. A 
bruised Church is a church that has gone 
out bearing the risk of those who leave 
safe havens and their comfort zones.

A Church of the Poor, however, does 
not just happen. It is the result of a fi rm 
choice, deliberate decision and total 
commitment. A Church of the Poor is one 
that stands fi rmly in the midst of the 
poor. I have learned there can be very 
little understanding of poor people with-
out authentic encounter with them. Liv-
ing with the poor can teach us lessons 
that are harsh and cruel. To build a 
Church of the Poor calls for a radical con-
version.

Pope Francis stresses in “Let Us Dream, 
p.85”: “What characterizes a synodal path 
is the role of the Holy Spirit. We listen, we 
discuss in groups, but above all we pay 
attention to what the Spirit has to say to 
us.” I am sure He will have a lot to say...

Fr J. Clark mccjFr J. Clark mccj

“We are all equal in the eyes of God”. Pope Francis
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Some children in Ireland wait years for 
vital therapies such as occupational ther-
apy, physiotherapy and speech and lan-
guage therapy, or for vital orthopaedic 
surgery, often waiting in great pain. An 
assessment for autism, without which 
children cannot access the services they 
need, can take years. Children with men-
tal health problems often fi nd access to 
suitable services diffi cult or even impos-
sible, and some are still being placed in 
adult psychiatric wards, which are totally 
inappropriate for children. One in ten 
children in Ireland live in poverty, strug-
gling to access basic essentials such as 
adequate food, heating or housing. This 
imposes a strain on family life, can in-
crease existing vulnerabilities such as pa-
rental mental health issues or parental 
substance use, and exacerbate tensions 
within the family. It can also make con-
fronting those issues all the more diffi -
cult. This negatively impacts on children’s 
well-being and leads to poorer health, 
education and employment opportuni-
ties in adult life.

Education today is a primary determi-
nant of a person’s future employment 
options and hence their place in society. 
Two-hundred-and-fi fty-million children 
worldwide are not engaged in any form 
of education. It is well documented that 
children living in poverty or in deprived 

neighbourhoods are greatly disadvan-
taged in their progress through the edu-
cational system and cannot compete with 
those whose families have greater re-
sources to invest in their children’s edu-
cation.

Every parent’s dearest wish is that their 
child will grow up to lead a happy and 
fulfi lling life. So, too, God’s dearest wish 
is that every human being, God’s chil-
dren, will also grow up to lead a happy 
and fulfi lling life. We all have a responsi-
bility to make God’s wish come true, by 
reaching out to those who are in need or 
vulnerable. As the well-known African 
proverb says, ‘It takes a village to raise a 
child’. Our care for children should in-
clude demanding that the government 
provide the resources and services that 
all children require to eventually become 
happy and fulfi lled adults. That includes 
ensuring that no child grows up in pover-
ty.

My heroes are parents who have fos-
tered or adopted children, many from 
dysfunctional families, who otherwise 
may have faced a dismal future. By giving 
a child a new life, new hope and new op-
portunities, often at great fi nancial and 
emotional cost to themselves, they imi-
tate Jesus who said, ‘I have come that 
they may have life and have it to the full’ 
(John 10:10).

Making God’s Wish Come True

Jesus had a special concern for chil-
dren. When people brought chil-
dren to him for a blessing, the disci-

ples scolded them, but Jesus said, ‘Let 
the little children alone, and do not stop 
them coming to me, for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom of Heaven be-
longs’ (Mt 19:13–14). Perhaps Jesus was 
thinking of the unconditional trust that 
most children have in their parents or 
guardians, an image of our relationship 
to God. Jesus also had special criticism 
for those who led children astray (Mt 
18:6). We might think of drug gangs who 
lure or coerce children into drug use and 
drug dealing with the promise of money 
or the threat of violence.

There are millions of children in our 
world who are suffering and dying unnec-
essarily. There are children who are mal-
nourished, who are dying from preventa-
ble diseases due to lack of money and 
who are traumatised by war or human 
traffi cking.

In Ireland thousands of children have 
experienced homelessness, resulting in 
the loss of security and routine, which 
are essential to children’s well-being. The 
effects of homelessness on children have 
been well documented: they are dam-
aged emotionally and psychologically 
and their education is affected. Some will 
bear the scars for the rest of their lives. 

The Pope’s concern this month is for children who are suffering, especially those who are homeless, orphans and 
victims of war. Peter McVerry SJ, well known for his concern for the homeless, addresses this intention.

Every parent’s dearest wish is that their child will grow up to lead a happy and fulfi lling life.

Pope’s Intention: We pray for children who are suffering, especially those who are homeless, orphans and 
victims of war; may they be guaranteed access to education and the opportunity to experience family affection.

Fr Peter McVerry SJ
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Sister Anne Marie, 61, of Scottish 
origin, from Ardrossan, Ayrshire, 
was elected to be the new Supe-

rior General. Sr Anne Marie minis-
tered in Egypt and the Middle East, 
where she worked in the fi eld of edu-
cation. She was currently in London, 
engaged in spiritual accompaniment.

Today there are 1,017 Comboni 
Missionaries in the world from 34 na-
tions (608 Europeans, 248 Africans, 
157 Americans, 4 Asians). The average 
age is 70 years.

In the new general direction that 
will lead the congregation for the six-
year period 2022-2028, Sr Anne Marie 
will be joined by Sister Maria de Los 
Angeles Funes Rodríguez, 61, a Mexi-
can missionary working in Brazil, Sis-
ter Alicia Vacas Moro, 50, a Spanish , 
missionary in the Middle East, Sister 
Veronicah Wangui Mburu, 46 years 
old a Kenyan, missionary in Ethiopia, 

and Sister Eleonora Reboldi, 61, an 
Italian missionary in Mozambique.

Thanking the sisters of the chapter 

for their trust, Sister Anne Marie high-
lighted the image of the boat, used 
during the works to refl ect on the 

New General Direction of 
the Comboni Missionary 

Sisters elected
On Friday 21 October 2022 the process of election of the General Council of the Comboni 

Missionary Sisters (SMC), for the six-year period 2022-2028, took place, during the XXI General 
Chapter from 1 to 25 October 2022 in Verona.

Sr. Anne Marie greets the Pope

New General Direction. Sr. Anne Marie Quigg, Superior General, (second from left)
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changes and reconfi guration that 
must take place in the near future.

She said: “We invite all the sisters to 
come aboard this boat, she said, 
sometimes the sea will be calm, other 
times it will be rough, but the journey 
has begun and must continue. It will 
also have to include a change of men-
tality, in order to be able to value the 
charism in the current context. Each 
of us will have to be open to under-
stand what it means to be a Comboni 
missionary today.”

During the Chapter meeting the 
sisters had an audience with Pope 
Francis at the Vatican. 

Here is a short excerpt from his ad-
dress:

“You, the Comboni Missionary 
Sisters, have placed at the cen-
tre of your work in these days 
the theme “Transform from our 
charism, missionary disciples to 
the existential peripheries”. In 
listening to the Holy Spirit, you pro-
pose to fi nd new ways of evangeli-
zation and closeness. This is a key 
word: proximity, because it is God’s 
style. In Deuteronomy, God says to 
Israel, “See, what people has their 
gods so close, so close as I am to 
you?” God’s style is closeness, mer-

cy and tenderness. And you are 
looking for new ways of evangeli-
zation and closeness, in order to 
realize your charism, which places 
you at the service of the mission ad 
gentes, with a preferential gaze for 
the most fragile. In this missionary 
self-giving, I encourage you to imi-
tate the apostolic zeal of St. Daniel 
Comboni, who 150 years ago, ani-
mated by love of God and passion 

for the Gospel, felt the call to give 
life to your Institute thinking of the 
poorest and most abandoned vic-
tims of slavery in Sudan. When I see 
Africa: there is this bishop: a Com-
boni Missionary; there is that other 
who is a good one: a Comboni Mis-
sionary; This sister: Comboni Mis-
sionary. You give life to the mission! 
Thank you, thank you for what you 
do.”

The Comboni Missionary Sisters join together in front of St. Peter’s Basilica, Vatican, following the papal audience

Pope St. John Paul II - ‘A man of God’    
The Pope again recalled Pope St. John Paul II as a man of God who prayed often, 
even amid the burdens of his ministry.

“He thus bore concrete witness that the fi rst task of a Christian, of a 
consecrated person, of a priest and of a bishop is to pray, and that 
personal prayer must not be neglected for any reason.”

Another aspect of the life and witness of “this holy Pontiff,” the Pope said, “was 
his closeness to God’s people, which he expressed by seeking contact with the 
people and travelling to all continents to make himself close to all, to the great 
and the small, the healthy and the sick, the near and the far.”

“Inspired by him, it will do you good to look at reality with the eyes of the Lord 
Jesus; and it will help you to walk in joy, docile to the Spirit, and to make of your 
charisms an incarnate prophecy,” he said.

Virgin Mary’s protection
The Pope prayed that the Holy Spirit will give the religious sisters “strength to 
face the challenges, present and future, and constancy in your ecclesial service, 
and that the Virgin Mary protect, help and guide them on the path of your Reli-
gious Institutes, to bring every good project to fruition.”
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Jesus teaches in the Temple

1.  Read: read the text of Luke 5:27-32 
slowly and listen attentively with 
the ‘ear of your heart’. What word, 
sentence or phrase stands out for 
you? 

2.  Refl ect: read the text again and pay 
attention of what touches you; why 
is it meaningful for you. What 
thought or refl ection comes to you.  

3.  Respond: read the text again but 
this time respond spontaneously to 
the word of God. In other words, 

make a dialogue with God what 
comes from within you. What gift 
does this text lead you to ask for 
from the Lord? 

4.  Stay with the Word: read the text a 
fi nal time and rest in the word. 
Allow God to speak to you in deep 
silence. Do not say anything just 
listen to God’s words. What is He 
saying? 

5.  Take now the word, sentence, or 
phase, into your daily life/activity; 

allow it to become part of you. 
Always listen to it, refl ect on it, pray 
over it and rest on it as time allows 
during the day. Then allow the 
Word leads you to action. 

Conclude your ‘Lectio Divina’ with 
the ‘Our Father’…

Refl ection: In this text of Luke 
5:33-39, we have another controversy 
brought by the pharisees to Jesus 

Introduction: Our text for our Lection Divina in Luke 5:33-39, is another controversy, about the 
Jewish religious practices unobserved by Jesus’ disciples in contrast with John’s disciples and those 
of the pharisees, who fast and pray. We shall pay attention to what Jesus said about it and what he is 

telling you personally.    
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which disturbed once more their 
religious sensitivity. It was about fasting 
and prayer which was a common 
practice among the Jews. As they saw 
Jesus’ disciples feasting and drinking in 
time of fasting, they wonder how was it 
that the followers of the Messiah did 
not keep the fast. Jesus, of course, was 
not against fasting he himself observed 
this practice (see Matt 4:2) not because 
it was prescribed by the Jewish law, but 
because prayer and fast were his daily 
bread and weapons to defeat tempta-
tion and to be in harmony with the will 
of God. 

Central Message: “You cannot make 
the bridegroom’s attendants fast while 
he is still with them” … “No one tears 
a piece from a new cloak to put it on 
an old cloak. And nobody puts new 
wine into old skins” … 

Main points: 
a)  “You cannot make the bride-

groom’s attendants fast while 
he is still with them”. This was 
Jesus’s answer given to the phari-
sees who expected him an explana-
tion to them complain (Lk 5:33). 
He, in a practical and free manner, 
explained to them that they cannot 
fast when the bridegroom is among 
them, but to celebrate him with joy 
while still with them. Jesu describes 
himself here as a ‘Bridegroom’, a 
fi gure which symbolized God and 
the nuptial relationship with his 
chosen people. Jesus in applying 
this symbol to himself lays claim to 
be on a level with God. In Jesus, 
God is united to his people and is 
the new wine that brings joy to all 
and perfects the old law. In the Old 
Testament God appears as the 
bridegroom of his people (Is 49:15; 
Hos. 2:16-25), and in the New 
Testament Jesus is described too as 
the bridegroom of his people (Eph 
5:25). Therefore, Jesus is not 
against fasting, he encourages it 
together with prayer at the proper 
time and in a particular place, like 
he did in the various occasions 
specially those forty days he spent 
in the dessert fasting and praying to 
search the will of his Father 
(Mtt4:2ff). He also tells them that 

the time will come when bride-
groom will be taken from them and 
then they will fast. For Jesus the 
combination of both have been the 
strength of his will and action. 
Shouldn’t them be also for us? The 
wedding feast should keep going 
while he is with us!

b)   “No one tears a piece from a 
new cloak to put it on an old 
cloak. And nobody puts new 
wine into old skins” To clarify 
even more about the attitude of 
Jesus on the above controversy 
brought by the pharisees, he tells 
them the parable of the new piece 
of cloak being put in an old cloak 
and the new wine being put in old 

skins. What Jesus brings here is a 
new teaching that must be received 
with a new attitude and open heart. 
The old cloak and old skins were 
the type of religious teaching 
imparted by the scribes and the 
pharisees based in laws and 
regulations, in contrast with the 
novelty of the message of Jesus on 
the new cloak and new skins, that 
could have burst the old cloak and 
the old skins if not accepted with 
faith, trust and open heart. He was 
not against the ancient teachings of 
the Jews but the rejection of the 
Newness that the Holy Spirit 
brought in the very person of Jesus, 
in his teaching and in his life. 

Some questions for our refl exion: 
1.  What religious practices have caused controversy and suffering in your 

community and how have you dealt with them? 
2.  How do you understand the parable of the new cloak and the new wine 

in today’s church reality?
3.  How do you live the presence of Jesus, the bridegroom, in your life? Is it 

with a bursting joy as in a wedding feast or with a gloomy face as in a 
funeral? 

“Lectio Divina”, a Latin term, means “divine reading” 
and describes a way of reading the Scriptures. Open 
ourselves to what God wants to say to us.

Any Questions? Keep in touch!

Contact me at:
ruben@comboniyouth.org
Father Rubén Padilla Rocha
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My name is Brother Alberto Lamana. I was born 
in 1971 in Zaragoza, Spain.  I came to know the 
Comboni Missionaries during my secondary 

school education. The Comboni community of Zaragoza 
had started a youth group. I joined the group.

The group became a springboard for my vocation 
discernment. Little by little I began to imagine my life as a 
missionary.

Meantime, I had to choose between becoming a priest or 
a brother. The Comboni missionaries offer their candidates 
these two possibilities.  Thus, after much prayer and 
consultation with the vocation promoter, I felt that my call 
was to be a Brother.

The service of the brothers that emphasises human 
promotion and social ministry attracted me.  Consequently, 
in 1994, I decided to enter the Comboni postulancy as a 
brother.

Later, in the novitiate, when I read the writings of St. 
Daniel Comboni, the founder of the Comboni missionaries, 
I confi rmed the same reality.  I was impressed by 
Comboni’s courage and absolute dedication to a cause 

radically founded on the Gospel. I see my vocation as a 
dynamic process that is cultivated day by day.  It is a gift 
that develops and grows. Throughout my missionary life, I 
have had important experiences that have helped me to 
reinforce or live my vocation.

In 1997, during my time at the Formation House for 
Brothers in Nairobi, I did apostolate with the St. Vincent de 
Paul group in the slum of Kibera. Frequent visits to the 
most disadvantaged people in that marginalised context 
made me discover the harsh dimension of poverty: women, 
men and children struggling to survive and to get by on so 
little money! Their witness of faith and inner strength was 
for me a real school of life.

After completing my formation journey in Nairobi, I was 
assigned to the mission of Mapuordit in South Sudan. 
There I had to enter a new culture and language. Initially, 
the adaptation process was diffi cult. But I soon felt fully 
welcomed and accepted. That experience taught me to 
walk more slowly, at the pace of the people, accepting so 
many limits that are imposed on us and that we cannot 
control. This helped me to grow in an attitude of surrender 
knowing that not everything is in our hands, but that the 
Lord continues to realise his Kingdom despite our diffi culty 
in seeing the seeds of life.

In South Sudan, I also had the grace to collaborate with 
other Comboni Missionaries and Comboni sisters, in the 
establishment of the Catholic Radio Network (CRN).

This was an initiative aimed at creating a network of radio 
stations in each of the dioceses of South Sudan and the 
Nuba Mountains.

My missionary life and work took a twist in 2015.  I was 
elected General Assistant in our Institute. The Institute was 
asking me to be part of the General Council of our 
Congregation in Rome. It was a new phase of missionary 
service for me.

When I look back over my life, I realise how my vocation 
has evolved. I see that at the beginning I felt a deep desire 
to be useful, to serve, to help others. Over time I have 
discovered my vulnerability and weakness. This makes me 
feel more in communion with the disadvantaged, growing 
in mercy, aware that they are sisters and brothers who 
invite me to walk with them. I feel more and more the need 
to grow in the ability to read the reality around me with the 
eyes of faith and not so much with my own reasoning. God 
continues to mould me and to strengthen my vocation so 
as to follow him more closely.
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Iam Simon Yomkuey. I was born in 1988 in Mayom 
County, South Sudan. In 1993, I moved to Khartoum 
with my brother.

We had a house in the area of Omdurman and I attended 
the Comboni primary school in Bahry.

During secondary school, I started showing more interest 
in the Comboni Missionaries. When I fi nished school, a 
diocesan with whom I used to share my queries, advised 
me to continue studying.  So, I proceeded to the School of 
Management in the Department of accounting and fi nance. 
In 2011, the independence referendum of South Sudan was 
celebrated, and the university was transferred to its original 
place, Juba. I moved there where I graduated in 2013.

When I was in Juba, I met a Comboni Missionary and I 
told him that I was interested in meeting the Combonis. He 
invited me to a one-year programme called ‘come and see’, 
during which we used to meet many aspirants, boys and 
girls, every last Saturday of the month. They would explain 
to us about vocations, providing booklets on the life of 
Comboni, and other material.

After a year, in 2014, I was admitted to the six-month 
pre-postulancy, followed by an experience in a parish. 
Then, I moved to Nairobi for the postulancy, where I did a 
three-year philosophical course, followed by a two-year 
novitiate in Namugongo, Uganda. I professed my fi rst 
religious vows, on 23 May 2020.

After the novitiate, I was assigned to the scholasticate of 
Pietermaritzburg, in South Africa. I could not visit my 

family—I had not seen them since 2018—because South 
Sudan was under Covid lockdown. While waiting, I took 
the opportunity to stay in the Comboni community 
concerned with assisting the South Sudanese displaced in 
Uganda. When the borders eventually opened, I returned 
to Juba and, before South Africa could close them again, I 
entered the country.

Why did I decide to become a Comboni?  A vocation is a 
mystery. I really admire some priests whom I have 
encountered. When I was at university, I had a strange 
feeling, as if I was forgetting something, or something was 
missing in me, though I couldn’t name it. I used to prepare 
my schoolbooks, clothes and shoes for the following day, 
yet my mind kept telling me that something was missing.

When the idea of joining the Comboni Missionaries 
came, suddenly, that strange feeling disappeared.  What 
inspired me, from the few Combonis whom I knew in my 
parish, was their simplicity and kindness, their sense of 
belonging and especially their way of welcoming people, 
listening, and trusting them. No one considered himself 
greater than the others; there was an element of equality. I 
also learned from their sacrifi ces. All this motivated me to 
join them.
My dream is to share the Word of God with those who have 
not heard it. It can be done physically, or through the mass 
media. Technology allows us to reach far beyond our 
surroundings. My aim is to reach those who are abandoned 
and disowned.

“My dream is to share the word of God”
Brother Simon
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Hark the herald Love appearing
So silently no tempest storm

Arising great glad tidings warm
Marvel awe angelic cheering

Truly holy engineering
Existing only in gift form

Hark the herald Love appearing
So silently no tempest storm

Joy it cometh upon hearing
For no one can remain lukewarm

The coldest heart it will transform
Wonderment with one’s eyes tearing

Hark the herald Love appearing
By Fr David Bohnsack mccj


